
 

Project:  New Senior Campus for Wonthaggi Secondary College  

Stage 1 of the Wonthaggi Education Precinct in Mackenzie Street, Wonthaggi  

Cost $25 million  

Overview 

Crown Land has been allocated, and a Masterplan prepared, for the development of an Education Precinct 
in Wonthaggi. 

The current nature of the Wonthaggi Secondary College senior campus is substandard.  The State 
Government provided funding through the 2016/17 State Budget for the planning and design of a new 
Senior Campus for Wonthaggi Secondary College as Stage 1 of the Education Precinct.  This is now 
complete – Wonthaggi Secondary College, in conjunction with the Department of Education and Training 
and Bass Coast Shire Council has ensured that the $25 million project is shovel ready; the project is ready 
to go to tender for construction. 

The provision of a quality education precinct in Wonthaggi remains a key priority of Council and our 
community.  The school, community and Council have worked relentlessly over a decade to ensure that 
no stone remained unturned in order to achieve the vision. 

Education in Bass Coast has reached crisis status - Educational attainment in Bass Coast is well below the 
Victorian average. 

Secondary education facilities today are woefully inadequate and substandard.  Our senior secondary 
students literally cannot fit into the current facilities.  Council and the community demand a genuine 
response to our confusion and dismay, and a real and measurable commitment in relation to how and 
when the Victorian Government will deliver our school. 

Wonthaggi, as a designated regional centre identified in Plan Melbourne and the Gippsland Regional 
Growth Plan, needs quality education facilities in order to fulfil its true function.  

Council is working tirelessly to ensure that our fast growing Shire offers our community the benefits of a 
true regional centre.  We are currently planning, with support of the Victorian Planning Authority, to 
facilitate the doubling of our town.  The time is now to start to undo decades of under investment by 
Government.  

As a demonstration of Council’s commitment to work in partnership with the State Government and the 
community, Council and community groups have worked extremely hard over the past six months, with 
the encouragement of the Victorian Government, to prepare a funding submission for a Wonthaggi 
Regional Highball Stadium to be located at the new Wonthaggi Secondary College Senior Campus.  Council 
has allocated $1.5 million towards this $6 million game changing facility in its 2017/18 Annual Budget. 

Anticipated Cost 

$25 million for the development of a new Senior Campus of Wonthaggi Secondary College as Stage 1 of 
the Bass Coast Education Precinct.  This project will be complemented by the development of the $6 
million Wonthaggi Highball Stadium – Indoor Sports Hub & Centre for Basketball. 

  

 



 

Regional Benefits 

Context 

Plan Melbourne and the Gippsland Regional Plan designate Wonthaggi as a regional centre.  

Wonthaggi today is a large regional centre for Bass Coast and surrounding areas.  It is the main source of 
employment within the Shire, particularly in the health, education, services and construction sectors. 

Decades of under investment in the town are preventing Wonthaggi from functioning as a true regional 
centre.  Our challenges include: 

• Poor standard educational facilities; 

• A hospital that is below sub regional status; 

• Minimal art/cultural facilities; 

• Poor public transport connections within the Shire and to other regional centres and Melbourne; 
and 

• Substandard leisure centre / aquatic / recreation facilities. 

 
 
 

 



 

Project:  Wonthaggi Highball Stadium  

Indoor Sports Hub & Centre for Basketball (Complementing the New Senior Campus for 
Wonthaggi Secondary College at the Wonthaggi Education Precinct in Mackenzie Street, 
Wonthaggi) 

Cost $6 million 

Overview 

Crown Land has been allocated, and a masterplan prepared, for the development of an Education Precinct 
in Wonthaggi. 

The State Government provided funding through the 2016/17 State Budget for the planning and design of a 
new Senior Campus for Wonthaggi Secondary College as Stage 1 of the Education Precinct.  This is now 
complete – Wonthaggi Secondary College, in conjunction with the Department of Education and Training 
and Bass Coast Shire Council has ensured that the $25 million project is shovel ready; the project is ready 
to go to tender for construction. 

As a demonstration of Council’s commitment to work in partnership with the State Government and the 
community, Council and community groups have worked extremely hard over the past six months, with 
the encouragement of the Victorian Government, to prepare a funding submission for a Wonthaggi 
Regional Highball Stadium to be located at the new Wonthaggi Secondary College Senior Campus.  Council 
has allocated $1.5 million towards this $6 million game changing facility in its 2017/18 Annual Budget. 

Anticipated Cost 

$6 million for the development of the Wonthaggi Highball Stadium – Indoor Sports Hub and Centre for 
Basketball to complement the proposed new Wonthaggi Secondary College senior campus. 

Regional Benefits 

Plan Melbourne and the Gippsland Regional Plan designate Wonthaggi as a regional centre.  

Wonthaggi today is a large regional centre for Bass Coast and surrounding areas.  It is the main source of 
employment within the Shire, particularly in the health, education, services and construction sectors. 

Decades of under investment in the town are preventing Wonthaggi from functioning as a true regional 
centre. Our challenges include: 

• Poor standard educational facilities; 
• A hospital that is below sub regional status; 
• Minimal art / cultural facilities; 
• Poor public transport connections within the Shire and to other regional centres and Melbourne; 

and 
• Substandard leisure centre /aquatic / recreation facilities. 

Strategic Basis 

Council Plan Principle 

 



 

• Our community feels connected, safe and strong. 

Council Plan Strategies 

• Enable our diverse communities to be strong and healthy. 
• Provide opportunities for involvement in a range of lifestyle and learning activities for groups and 

individuals. 
• Foster wellness in a supportive, inclusive, healthy and active community. 
• Improve the opportunity to enjoy our recreational and open spaces. 

Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation Needs Assessment (SARNA) 2016 

SARNA was prepared in close consultation with the Bass Coast community and identifies needs for sport 
and recreation facilities now and into the future.  The report finds that participation rates for most sports 
in Bass Coast fall well below national averages and that poor facility conditions were a key barrier to 
attracting new participants.   

Despite the popularity of the basketball with 640 players across the Shire, existing single court facilities are 
inadequate due to poor condition, non- compliant competition standards, limited availability and lack of 
spectator space.  As a result SARNA includes the following key recommendation: 

• The provision of multi court highball facilities in Wonthaggi as a high priority.  The Wonthaggi 
Education Precinct is identified as an appropriate site for the development of the facility. 

The new highball stadium will not only become the centre for basketball, but will host a diverse range of 
programs for a greater cross section of the community thus playing a pivotal role in increasing 
membership, participation and physical activity levels.  Numbers are set to rise from approximately 700 to 
over 4,000 participants across a broad range of ages and abilities including volunteers.   

 

 



 

Project:  Phillip Island Integrated Transport Strategy  
Stage 2 – Phillip Island Road/Back Beach Road Intersection Upgrade 
Cost $8.5 million 

Overview 

The proposed Back Beach Road dual lane roundabout is a component of the Phillip Island Integrated 
Transport Study (PIITS) which also included roundabouts at Woolamai Beach Road ($7 million funding 
allocated in the 2016/17 State Budget) and the Newhaven area.  The study has determined that the 
transport network on Phillip Island is unable to cope with the traffic demands during peak season and 
major events, and it has a direct effect on the islands’ key economic industry; the visitor economy. 

PIITS aims to improve safety, access, and efficiency along the Phillip Island Road route and at key 
intersections, including Back Beach Road, with a view of increasing productivity and enhancing the amenity 
for the community and visitors to the island. 

Road users have already experienced unease and frustration due to regular congestion.  There has been 
prolonged and strong community feedback regarding capacity, fairer network access and safety concerns. 

During peak periods (summer holiday season) and during events (for example, Moto GP), Phillip Island 
Road is subject to major capacity issues due to significantly increased traffic volumes accessing the island. 
The local population and the significant numbers of visitors / tourists, particularly in the popular villages and 
hamlets on Phillip Island, are experiencing increasing difficulty in gaining access to the main road network 
during the peak periods.  

Anticipated Cost 

$8.5 million 

Regional Benefits 

This proposal is to install a dual lane roundabout at the intersection of Phillip Island Road and Back Beach 
Road.  The proposal will improve traffic management conditions for the major events and reduce delays 
for Back Beach Road motorists. 

This treatment is based upon outcomes from the investigations of options including traffic modelling etc, 
and the Phillip Island Integrated Transport Study (PIITS).  As part of the PIITS, the proposal will provide / 
and contribute to the following benefits:  

• Increase economic (tourism) prosperity for Victoria by increasing growth and jobs; 

• Improve accessibility by enabling traffic to enter Phillip Island Road and therefore the broader road 
network; 

• Improve the operational performance of Phillip Island Road during peak event periods by increasing 
the capacity of the roadway and intersections; 

• Improve road safety by reducing the number of conflict points at intersections and reduce the 
number of casualty crashes; 

 

 



 

• Improve the operational performance of Phillip Island Road by reducing queues and delays for 
vehicle exiting side roads and address equity of access at the intersection for all road users.  

Improved connectivity between economic and visitor nodes in Gippsland is key to achieving recognition of 
Bass Coast, and more broadly Gippsland being recognised as sustainable destinations for employment and 
tourism. 

Strategic Basis 

• Phillip island Integrated Transport Strategy 

• Phillip Island and San Remo Visitor Economy Strategy 2035 Growing Tourism 

• Regional Public Transport Strategy 

• Gippsland Freight Strategy 

 
 
 
 

 



 

Project:  Cowes Jetty Replacement 

Cost $4.5 million 

Overview 

Since 1870 the Cowes Jetty has been an iconic feature of one of Victoria’s most famous north facing 
beaches in the busy tourism hub of Cowes on Phillip Island.  

The Jetty services recreational fisherman, cruise ship tenders, marine tourism operators and the Public 
Transport Victoria passenger ferry service between French and Phillip Islands and the Mornington 
Peninsula.  Apart from being a tourism drawcard, the jetty is the venue for annual fireworks during the 
summer season and is an integral part of the Cowes foreshore precinct which is about to undergo a     
$2.3 mil investment.  

The jetty has fallen into disrepair, and as a result reduced load limits were recently placed on the jetty by 
Parks Victoria, impacting on a number of the activities highlighted above.  It does not meet Disability 
Discrimination Act requirements and fails to adequately service boat tour / ferry operators and cruise ship 
tenders. 

As such a vital piece of infrastructure to the economy of Phillip Island and the broader region, there is a 
great opportunity to safeguard existing operations and stimulate even more economic activity by investing 
in the replacement of the aging Cowes jetty.    

Anticipated Cost 

$4.5 million for the replacement of the Cowes Jetty. 

Regional Benefits 

The Phillip Island and San Remo Visitor Economy Strategy 2035 – Growing Tourism (and Appendices), cites 
the overall value of marine access upgrades to Phillip Island including the Cowes Jetty, a marine access 
strategy and the car ferry as $3.8 million per annum (page 21). 

The Cowes Activity Centre Plan (2015) identified the Cowes Jetty and foreshore generally as  the ‘sweet 
spot’ in Cowes that the community values most, and assesses the value of renovating the Jetty triangle to 
create a primary events space 

The Boating Coastal Action Plan supports the ability to accommodate cruise ships at Cowes through 
improvements to the Jetty infrastructure to accommodate tenders at all tides.  

 
 
 

 

http://www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/getattachment/Business/Phillip_Island_Tourism_Strategy_2035/2016_08_29_FINAL_Phillip_Island_San_Remo_Visitor_Economy_Strategy_2035_Growing_Tourism_(ED16_116929).PDF.aspx
http://www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/getattachment/Business/Phillip_Island_Tourism_Strategy_2035/2016_08_29_FINAL_Phillip_Island_San_Remo_Visitor_Economy_Strategy_2035_Appendices_(ED16_116930).PDF.aspx


 

Project:  Wonthaggi Hospital Upgrade to Sub-Regional Status 

Stage 1 – Construction of new purpose built Emergency Department (ED) (Stage 1 A) at the 
entrance of the hospital which includes space for (Stage 1B) Medical Imaging, Pharmacy and 
Pathology services.  

Cost $30 million 

Overview 

The Bass Coast Health (BCH) Clinical Services Plan noted that population growth was continuing, 
particularly in Bass Coast, and the overall size of the sub-regional population continues to require the 
development of BCH as a sub-regional service.  

The current BCH Infrastructure is not able to deliver the requirements of a sub-regional service.  Building 
is underway to develop a Health Hub at Phillip Island.  This will go a long way to addressing the unmet 
health needs of the Island.  In the longer term, there will need to be consideration of a BCH service site 
along the waterline, to better meet the needs of the Grantville, Corinella and other waterline communities. 

Wonthaggi Hospital is about to embark on a new Master Plan which will provide a “blueprint” for the 
future taking both a medium and long term view that is intended to guide the Health Service’s 
development for the next 25 years, subject to funding availability.  Any redevelopment proposed needs to 
take into account the functional inadequacies of existing infrastructure, operational inefficiencies and future 
spatial needs of the Health Service to deliver sub-regional services. 

There are two main options for the development of Wonthaggi Hospital.  These two options are often 
determined based on funding availability and political momentum: 

Option 1:  Re-develop Wonthaggi Hospital on a Greenfields (new) site:   

The down-side of this option is that it requires a significant capital commitment – in excess of $150 million 
– in a very tight capital environment.  The up-side of this option is that (assuming funding occurs in a timely 
manner) all service requirements are delivered more quickly, and the ability to achieve sub-regional 
capacity and capability is delivered in a more timely manner.  The other advantage is that the delivery of 
current services does not occur in the context of a building site. 

Option 2:  Re-develop Wonthaggi Hospital on the current site: 

This option is more attractive to funders, in that it requires less capital investment at one time.  In the 
current context, it is also more likely to be achievable given the prominence of the Wonthaggi school, and 
the competition from Warragul Hospital for a rebuild.  The down-side is that funding for the next stage is 
never guaranteed and achieving the end outcome can therefore be very prolonged, with full capability not 
achieved until sometimes decades later.  In addition to the extended timeframe, the other downside of this 
approach is that the Hospital becomes a construction site for many years.  This option will be a very 
disruptive option to day-to-day operations of the hospital – this requires significant vigilance and many 
work arounds to ensure there is no impact on patient and staff safety.  

Anticipated cost 

Stage 1 – TBD by Master Planning process – Estimate around $25-30 million 

The first priority for Wonthaggi Hospital would be construction of new purpose built Emergency 

 



 

Department (ED) (Stage 1 A) at the entrance of the hospital which includes space for (Stage 1B) Medical 
Imaging, Pharmacy and Pathology services.  The ED space would include: 

• A dedicated receiving area for Ambulance Victoria (AV);  
• Easy access by patients;  
• Areas for relevant administration facilities; A Short Stay Unit (SSU); and  
• Facilities for Mental Health patients, and Paediatrics.   

This would require relocation of the existing Family Resources Centre and Mental Health Services.  

Stage 2 – TBD by Master Planning process – Estimate around $35-40 million 

Relocation and re-development of the Theatre complex, which would include: 
• Expansion of the number of Theatres;  
• Development of a Day Surgery suite; and  
• Development of a contemporary Pre-Admission precinct, Recovery and Sterilising (CSSD) area.   

Stage 2 will also include a minimum of one ward block to accommodate increased theatre throughput.  

Stage 3 – TBD by Master Planning process – Estimate around $45-55 million 

Re-development of acute inpatient wards, including maternity, day oncology, renal dialysis to ensure 
efficient and effective layout and facilitate badly needed upgrade to the current infrastructure including 
inpatient bathrooms and therapy areas. 

Stage 4 – TBD by Master Planning process – estimate around $35-40 million 

Re-development of Armitage sub-acute facility.  Expansion of Kitchen and Supply Departments and other 
support areas (to house IT,  Facilities Management, Control room and Training & Development). 

Regional benefits 

Plan Melbourne and the Gippsland Regional Plan designate Wonthaggi as a regional centre.  

Wonthaggi today is a large regional centre for Bass Coast and surrounding areas.  It is the main source of 
employment within the Shire, particularly in the health, education, services and construction sectors. 

Decades of under investment in the town are preventing Wonthaggi from functioning as a true regional 
centre.  Our challenges include: 

• Poor standard educational facilities; 

• A hospital that is below sub regional status; 

• Minimal art / cultural facilities; 

• Poor public transport connections within the Shire and to other regional centres and Melbourne; 
and 

• Substandard leisure centre / aquatic / recreation facilities. 

Improved Infrastructure to support sub-regional service delivery would be supported by: 

• Sub-Regional Hospital in the Home Service;  

• Development of a Health Hub at Phillip Island; 

 



 

• Establishment of sub-regional specialist services in general medicine, surgery, cardiology, geriatrics, 
orthopaedics and gastroenterology;  

• Consolidation and strengthened capability of general surgery including development of a 24 hour 
general surgical service;  

• Increased operating theatre capacity (2 additional theatres, plus a Day Surgery Centre); 

• Increased inpatient;  

• Development of a High Dependency Unit at Wonthaggi Hospital;  

• Establishment of a (non-interventional) diagnostic cardiology service;  

• Specialist anaesthetic services facilitating more complex surgery including Paediatrics;  

• Development of outpatient services; 

• Growth of Chronic Disease (including self-management) programs; 

• Development of a chemotherapy service;  

• Expanded renal dialysis;  

• Growth of the sub-regional subacute (GEM and rehabilitation) inpatient services at Wonthaggi;  

• Enhanced Sub-acute Ambulatory Care services with increased Community Rehabilitation and 
Diversionary capacity; and 

• Maintenance and enhancement of Level 3 maternity services. 

 

 



 

Project:  Wonthaggi North East Precinct Infrastructure  

Cost $14.6 million 

Overview 

Council, in partnership with the Victorian Planning Authority has prepared a Precinct Structure Plan (PSP) 
and Developer Contributions Plan (DCP) for the Wonthaggi North East Growth Area. 

The PSP which was endorsed by Council in June  
2017, indicates that approximately 4,400 
residential lots and 70 hectares of Commercial 
and Industrial land are planned for in the 
Wonthaggi North East Growth Area.  This land 
in the Growth Area makes a significant 
contribution for Bass Coast Shire in terms of 
maintaining a minimum 15 years of residential 
land supply and increasing vacant lots in 
Wonthaggi from 330 (Bass Coast Shire Council 
2016 Land Supply and Demand Report) to nearly 
5,000.  

The emerging DCP has been developed through 
in depth Transport Planning (GTA Consultants) 
and Drainage Work (Engeny Consultants).  

The DCP will ensure the cost of providing new 
infrastructure and services is shared equitably 
between the development proponents and wider 
community, and all developers pay for assets such 
as retarding basins which benefit the entire 
Wonthaggi North East Precinct.  

The costs within the DCP will provide certainty 
for the developers in terms of required 
infrastructure, whilst also delivering the certainty 
for the new communities in terms of community 
buildings and open spaces for the additional 8,000 
- 9,000 residents.  

The costs within the emerging DCP have been verified internally and with key project partners; including 
West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority, VicRoads and the Victorian Planning Authority (VPA). 

The DCP has calculated development costs for the Wonthaggi North East Precinct at: 

• $152,322 per net developable hectare for residential zoned land. 

• $124,552 per net development hectare for business (including industrial and commercial) zoned 
land. 

These figures will be indexed each year in line with the Rawlinson’s Australian Construction Handbook.  

Future Urban Structure Plan; Wonthaggi North East Precinct Structure Plan 

 



 

By way of comparison other DCP in Gippsland have the following costs per net developable hectare: 

• Lake Narracan $166,614 – Residential 

• Wonthaggi North $152,322 - Residential 

• Warragul $140,337 – Residential 

• Drouin $134,189 – Residential 

• Wonthaggi North $124,552 - Business 

• Warragul $104,233 – Business 

• Drouin $102,258 – Business 

As the above indicates, the Wonthaggi North Project is towards the higher end of the cost spectrum in 
the Gippsland area, mainly due to the high drainage infrastructure costs (which account for around 
$100,000 per net developable hectare), and the amount of land required for drainage purposes (66 
hectares).  

In order to deliver the PSP to meet current and future project growth there will be pressure to deliver 
some of the key infrastructure items (traffic and drainage) upfront.  Council is not in a financial position to 
fund these works upfront and as a consequence the development will stall, similar to issues currently being 
dealt with at other municipalities such as Baw Baw. 

The ask is funding to facilitate the economic development of Wonthaggi either through upfront grants for 
key infrastructure items with a total value of $14,6 million, or via a low cost loan scheme that allows local 
government to meet its obligations and facilitate the delivery of infrastructure in a timely manner. 

Wonthaggi is the major growth front for Bass Coast, if the Wonthaggi North East PSP is delayed due to 
infrastructure costs making development prohibitive, then greater pressure will be placed on the our small 
coastal settlements, and the role of Wonthaggi as a regional centre will be diminished. 

Strategic Basis 

The Wonthaggi North East PSP project is identified as a major initiative for delivery during 2016-2017.  

The Wonthaggi North East PSP and DCP responds to State Planning Policy directions set out in Plan 
Melbourne and the Gippsland Regional Growth Plan.   

The Wonthaggi North East Growth Area is currently identified in the Bass Coast Planning Scheme 
(Municipal Strategic Statement MSS - Clause 21.07) as providing an opportunity for future growth of 
Wonthaggi as a regional growth centre.   

The PSP and DCP addresses the Planning Scheme requirements and will provide certainty for landowners, 
developers and the community regarding the intended future form and function of the precinct. 

  

 



 

Anticipated Cost 

The delivery of the Wonthaggi North East PSP requires infrastructure delivery as set out in the table 
below.  It is important to observe that the total cost of contributions for the DCP is in the order of 
$76,534,664 with an estimated $52,087,755 being for drainage infrastructure. 

SUMMARY – NET DEVELOPMENT AREA (NDA) BY CHARGE AREA 

Charge Area Total Cost of Contribution of 
DCP 

Contribution per Net Developable 
Hectare (NDHA) 

Residential $76,524,664 $152.322 

Employment  $124,552 

SUMMARY – DEVELOPMENT INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY 

Projects Total Cost of Projects Contribution per NDHA 

Transport $10,485,483 $20,871 

Integrated Water Management $52,087,755 $103,680 

Open Spaces $7,651,130 $15,230 

Community $6,300,296 $12,541 

Total $76,524,664 $152.322 

SUMMARY – BREAKDOWN OF DEVELOPMENT INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY 

Projects Total Cost of Projects Contribution per NDHA 

Land $16,337,468 $32,520 

Construction $60,187,196 $119,802 

Total $76,524,664 $152,322 

SUMMARY – COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY 

 Estimated Dwellings Estimated Total Contribution 

Capped at $1150 per dwelling 4,350 $5,002,142 
   

 

Regional Benefits 

Both Plan Melbourne Refresh and the Gippsland Reginal Plan designate Wonthaggi as a regional centre 
projected to take on some of the significant growth from south-eastern metropolitan area of Melbourne. 

Council has invested significantly with the assistance (both financial and in-kind support) of the VPA to 
develop a comprehensive PSP and DCP for Wonthaggi North East.  As the main growth area identified for 
the municipality, it is important that this gets delivered on the ground in a timely manner.  Otherwise 
Wonthaggi will develop as a regional centre which will have implications for the smaller townships it 
supports both within Bass Coast and adjoining municipalities. 

 

 



 

Project:  South West Gippsland Transport Strategy 

Cost $300,000 

Overview 

South West Gippsland is well placed to assume an increasingly important role as a resource and food 
based economy.  It is critical that future investment decisions by the private sector can rely on an 
appropriately planned and operated transport network that is vertically integrated and able to satisfy a 
diverse array of internal and external movements (Gippsland Freight Strategy 2013). 

South West Gippsland needs an integrated transport plan to ensure its ongoing sustainable development 
and prosperity.  Transport into and around East and West South Gippsland needs improvement in terms 
of number of services, connectivity and destination.  A public transport study, with appropriate analysis 
would help inform actions and priorities to achieve the greatest return on investment for improved 
transport services.  In particular: 

• Improve the coverage and accessibility of the network; 
• Create a network effect – Routes can operate in isolation from each other with low frequencies 

and uncoordinated timetables;  
• Providing for intermodal Transfers that link to pedestrian and cycling infrastructure; 
• Aligning Routes - Providing routes that align with whether the greatest need is for transport 

destinations and highest trips; and  
• To ensure that the transport system can cope with anticipated growth (people, freight and 

tourism), including the impact of recent improvements to connecting corridors such as the 
Gippsland Rail Corridor, Monash Freeway Upgrades, Bass Highway upgrades to Anderson, and 
the recently announced State funding for corridor planning for Bass Highway from Anderson to 
Leongatha. 

Anticipated Cost 

$300,000 

Regional Benefits 

Improved connectivity between economic and visitor nodes in Gippsland is key to achieving recognition of 
Bass Coast, and more broadly Gippsland being recognised as sustainable destinations for employment and 
tourism.   More efficient freight and passenger transport systems are critical to achieving a healthy and 
growing economy 

Strategic Basis 

• Phillip island Integrated Transport Strategy 
• Phillip Island and San Remo Visitor Economy Strategy 2035 Growing Tourism 
• Regional Public Transport Strategy 
• Gippsland Freight Strategy 2013 
• Bass Coast Shire Council Council Plan – Key Themes: Economic Development, Liveability, Health 

and Well-Being 

 
 



 

Project:  Current Wonthaggi Secondary College Senior Campus  

Transfer of Land and Planning for Future Use 

Cost:  $250,000 

Overview 

Council is committed to support the relocation of the Wonthaggi Secondary College Senior Campus to 
the proposed Wonthaggi Education Precinct.  Wonthaggi Secondary College, in conjunction with the 
Department of Education and Training and Bass Coast Shire Council has ensured that the $25 million 
project to relocate the Secondary College Senior Campus is now shovel ready.   

Upon completion of the Secondary College relocation, the future use of the current senior campus site 
presents a strategic opportunity to enhance the form and function of the Wonthaggi Business / Civic 
District commensurate with a major regional centre. 

A Business Case for the future use of the site as a Cultural Precinct was prepared in 2011 and identified 
the viability of accommodating a range of arts and cultural infrastructure to support the Bass Coast region 
including: 

• A Regional Gallery 

• A Principal Library 

• A Performing Arts and Convention Centre 

• Ancillary commercial and mixed uses (retail etc.) and open space 

The development of the Bass Coast Cultural Precinct was estimated at $37 million with the opportunity to 
add $3.7 million to the gross regional product and provide $2.3 million of additional community benefits. 

Council is of the view that the current school site should remain in public use and be transferred to 
Council at nil cost. 

It is also necessary to update the 2011 Bass Coast Cultural Precinct business case and augment the findings 
to provide a clear direction for the future use and development of the site.  This should include a review of 
the mix of uses on the site (for example, the potential for provision of affordable housing in a highly 
accessible town centre location) and a concept design.   

This work would complement the current Council commitment to develop a Wonthaggi Activity Centre 
Plan during 2017-2018.  The Wonthaggi Activity Centre project has benefitted from funding support from 
the Victorian Planning Authority ($100,000). 

Anticipated Cost 

Transfer of Land to Council – Nil cost 

Future planning for use and development of the site - $250,000 

Regional benefits 

Plan Melbourne and the Gippsland Regional Plan designate Wonthaggi as a regional centre.  

 



 

Wonthaggi today is a large regional centre for Bass Coast and surrounding areas.  It is the main source of 
employment within the Shire, particularly in the health, education, services and construction sectors. 

Decades of under investment in the town are preventing Wonthaggi from functioning as a true regional 
centre.  Our challenges include: 

• Poor standard educational facilities; 

• A hospital that is below sub regional status; 

• Minimal art / cultural facilities; 

• Poor public transport connections within the Shire and to other regional centres and Melbourne; 
and 

• Substandard leisure centre / aquatic / recreation facilities. 

Strategic Basis 

Council Plan Principle 

• Enjoying the place we live. 

• Celebrating the uniqueness of our townships. 

Council Plan Strategies 

• Promote Bass Coast as an all year round events destination. 
• Support dynamic and diverse arts and cultural activities. 
• Be proud of, and share, our history and cultural life. 
• Strengthen the role of Wonthaggi as our regional centre. 

 

 


