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Applicant Details

* indicates a required field

Local Government Authority
or Organisation name *

Bass Coast Shire Council 

Australian Business Number:
*

81071510240 

Proposed DET School
Location? *

Wonthaggi Secondary College McKenzie Street Wonthaggi 3995 
Please provide the name and address of the school

DET Region: * South Eastern Victoria Region 
Note: This is the DET Region in which the centre will be the sited. If you
are unsure, please check with DET.

Contact Officer (This is the person responsible for the project
with whom DET should make contact if there are any application
questions.)

Contact Officer Organisation
Name: *

Bass Coast Shire Council 

Name of Contact Officer: * Mr Paul Buckley

Contact Officer Telephone: * 5671 2209 

Contact Officer Position: * C E O 

Contact Officer Mobile: 0418 512 997 

Contact Officer Email: * paul.buckley@basscoast.vic.gov.au  

Contact Officer Postal
Address: *

76 McBride Avenue 
Wonthaggi  VIC  3995 

Fields marked (*) are mandatory

Assessment Criteria

* indicates a required field

Shared Facilities Fund - refer to Guidelines for more detail

1. Provide a description
of the proposed project

Located in the Gippsland Region of The Department of Education
and Early Childhood Development (DEECD), Wonthaggi

 
Page 1 of 7

paul.buckley@basscoast.vic.gov.au


 
 

2016-2017 Shared Facilities Fund Expression of Interest
Shared Facilities Fund - Expression of Interest
Application SSF00096 From Howard Scott -  DRAFT

 
 

including all services that will
be delivered: *

Secondary College is a Year 7-12 dual campus school of around
1260 students. The Dudley Campus (Years 7 to 9) and the
McBride Campus (Years 10 to 12) are situated three kilometres
apart.

The College draws its students from nine primary schools located
in the Bass Coast Shire. The Shire encompasses a large rural
and coastal area centred around Wonthaggi, Inverloch, Grantville/
Corinella, Coronet Bay and Phillip Island. Over 60% of the student
population travel to the school by bus. There is one major private
school in the area (Newhaven College on Phillip Island) and no
other Government secondary schools.

The College is located in a rapidly growing local government
municipality (annual growth of 1.3%) and this will have a
substantial impact on enrolments and demographics. The Victorian
State Government has funded the preparation of a masterplan for
the future construction of a new senior school campus in McKenzie
Street.

As part of the development, a single indoor highball court will
be provided. The Bass Coast Shire Council has prepared a
masterplan for the Bass Coast Aquatic and Leisure Centre
including the provision of at least two additional indoor highball
courts to cater for community sports. There are currently only 4
single (non-compliant) highball courts in Wonthaggi.

This project will include the construction of an additional two
highball courts to complement the single highball court already
proposed as part of the development of the Wonthaggi Secondary
College.

Whilst it is acknowledged that the shared facility project is not
in an advanced design stage, the timing of the project and the
EOI funding opportunity is ideal. If successful the masterplan
for the new secondary college campus can integrate the shared
highball facility at an early stage of design. This will enable
optimal consideration of how the facility will be constructed and
subsequently operate, thus offering benefits of cost savings
maximized use participation and broader community benefit.

The highball courts will be supported by the provision of
infrastructure including additional change, shower and toilet
amenities (including accessible). A community entrance to the
building with reception, café and lounge area with connections to
public parking, public transport and bike parking facilities will be
provided. Offices for facility management, user Associations and
Clubs and Physical Education teachers will be provided as well as
ample storage for sports equipment for school and community use.

Cycling and walking paths will be provided to the facility
connecting to the existing trail network to other major destinations
including the central shopping district and other sporting and
community facilities within Wonthaggi.
Must be no more than 500 words

2. Please provide a
description of why this

The project presents an opportunity to deliver an identified high
priority community need via a partnership between Bass Coast
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project is required in the
local community? Who will
benefit and how? *

Shire Council, Wonthaggi Secondary College and the broader
community.

The Bass Coast Shire has 3 single court highball facilities. Phillip
Island Leisure Centre in Cowes provides a non-compliant aged
court that is used for domestic basketball competitions and
other leisure activities. As part of the Leisure Centre, the court is
supported by adequate change and amenities.

Inverloch HUB provides a single non-compliant court and is
supported by small change and amenities. The Bass Coast
Aquatic and Leisure Centre in Wonthaggi court does not comply
with standards and is often unavailable due to competing interests
for the one court space. It has supporting change and amenities.

The users of the existing facilities are limited in their ability to
adequately provide for their members and growth of sports is
restricted with limited court time available for each club.

The Wonthaggi Amateur Basketball Association (WABA) is one
of the main users of the existing facility. The Association has 588
members and has been planning for and lobbying all levels of
Government for support in developing a new indoor highball facility
for a number of years. Limited court availability impacts on the
Association’s ability to deliver effective basketball programs in a
number of ways; games have to be shortened, domestic training
cannot be accommodated, representative sides train on half
courts, and the ability to cater for additional members cannot be
met.

The project would provide an opportunity for Basketball Victoria
and Basketball Victoria Country to host championship events and
skills days over the peak summer and school holiday periods
which are currently being held in other regional districts due to the
lack of facilities in Wonthaggi.

The total economic benefit to the region hosting these events
is estimated to range from $1.2M to $1.9M per event. The
project would provide significant economic benefits to the South
Gippsland region.

The Wonthaggi Power Netball Club currently conducts all training
and competitions on an outdoor court at the Wonthaggi Recreation
Reserve. With 60 members, the club would benefit from the
development of indoor netball courts for training.

The Inverlock Kongwak Football Netball Club has indicated a need
for indoor training facilities for both the football and netball teams
over the winter period. With over 400 members, the new facility
would benefit members for training purposes during the week.

The Gippsland Soccer League has expressed interest in starting
an indoor Futsal competition if the facility were to be developed. A
competition does not currently exist in the region due to the lack of
facilities.

The South Coast Primary School Sports Association represents
9 primary schools within the South Gippsland region with
approximately 1,200 students. The Association hosts interschool
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basketball and netball competitions involving up to 400 children
at the one particular event plus the families that attend to support.
The current facilities adversely affect both the programming and
the financial return to offset operational costs.
For example: The proposed project should demonstrate gaps in existing
infrastructure provision. Clearly identify the expected benefits (social,
economic, and/or environmental) that the project will deliver. Must be no
more than 500 words.

3. What is the value of the
service delivery model? *

This project offers the opportunity to showcase integrated
community planning for a facility that will play a vital role in
creating a healthy community, contributing to enhanced wellbeing,
building social networks and providing a resource for training and
personal development. This centre will be a key community hub
within Wonthaggi.

By developing a relationship with local councils, schools can
become key hubs for the wider community, enabling more efficient
delivery of community services and the use or development of
public infrastructure. Having these extra resources within the
school environment can help teachers deliver more informed or
engaging curriculum to children and young people. Schools often
partner with local councils to deliver integrated community services
including the use of both outdoor sporting fields and indoor sports
courts at existing school facilities.

Partnerships between schools, councils and the community can
generate educational and economic benefits to both schools and
the communities in which they are located. The benefits of this
project include:

• Improved access to state-of-the-art facilities for indoor sports,
at a single location in Wonthaggi. This will allow students and
the community to have greater access to new facilities that can
improve their engagement with and achievement at school.

• A more positive perception of the Wonthaggi Secondary
College and a greater sense of community, "Wonthaggi Pride"
can be achieved through the shared ownership, operation and
maintenance of facilities.

• Access to funding for new projects through the pooling of school
and local council resources and expertise, thereby benefiting from
economies of scale. Through partnerships, councils and schools
can also gain access to funding bodies that may not usually be
available to them.

• Financial savings by sharing the operating and maintenance
costs of large facilities between Wonthaggi Secondary College and
and Bass Coast Shire Council.

• School security is improved and vandalism reduced as a result of
the increased use of school premises outside of school hours.

• The local sports clubs of Wonthaggi will gain access to quality
facilities for training and competition purposes that they don’t have
access to currently.
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The sharing of facilities between schools and the community
entails legal agreements that ensure all parties understand
their responsibilities and obligations. In this case, a Joint Use
Agreement would be recommended.
A formalised Joint Use Agreement will be developed to assign
responsibility for shared use of space and help to ensure that the
agreements remain in place in the event of staff or administrative
change. A local government authority or private organisation
that uses a school space can assume all liability, maintenance,
supervision and other related costs associated with use during
those hours.
Demonstrate the relationship between what the service delivery model of
the proposal, the need for the project, and the expected benefits. Must be
no more than 500 words.

4. Please demonstrate how
council and the community
support the project. *

Various Council strategies have identified the need for additional
highball courts within the municipality. The Bass Coast Sport
and Active Recreation Needs Assessment (SARNA) 2016 was
completed to understand the needs of both organised and non-
organised sport across Bass Coast.
Project research shows that the number of playing facilities for
basketball and netball is inadequate. There is a need to upgrade
and improve the condition of existing facilities with a large number
of non-compliant and dysfunctional facilities preventing club
development and overall participation growth.
Development of SARNA included community and stakeholder
consultation to ensure future recommendations were reflective
of the Shire’s needs now and in the future. High priority for future
sport and active recreation planning and provision for the Bass
Coast Shire include the development of an indoor highball facility
in Wonthaggi.
SARNA placed a high priority rating on the development of
the highball facility in Wonthaggi and made the following
recommendation:
“Develop an indoor highball stadium (minimum two court)
in Wonthaggi. Consider reviewing the Bass Coast Aquatic
and Leisure Centre Master Plan staging to accommodate the
short-term need for indoor highball facilities on the mainland
or investigate alternate locations for facility development (e.g.
Wonthaggi Education Precinct, Wonthaggi Secondary College –
Dudley Campus)”.
The study found that Bass Coast Shire’s current sport/active
recreation facility provision across the board was lower than
neighbouring Councils. Key facilities such as an indoor highball
centre were desperately needed for the Bass Coast community.
The study found:
“All existing courts have non compliant run-offs when assessed
against competition netball standards and there is a need for the
future provision of multi-court indoor high ball facilities across the
Shire.”
The Bass Coast Shire Council Municipal Recreation Plan 2009 –
2014 made the following statement:
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"Work with Education Department and local associations to
provide a new multiple court indoor sports stadium in Wonthaggi
and facilities to serve Phillip Island and the northern part of the
Shire".
The Wonthaggi Amateur Basketball Association completed
a Stadium Feasibility Study in 2010 making the following
recommendation:
“Construct a new multi-purpose facility possibly incorporating the
existing aquatic centre. The facility could be constructed at the rear
of the Wonthaggi Secondary College- Dudley Street campus or a
Greenfield Site as one becomes available.
However, a more likely site option has been determined as the
new Education Precinct site. An allowance has been made in the
draft Concept Plan for a three court multi-use stadium. Ideally,
allowance should be made for a 2 - 4 court stadium that would
cater for most of the existing stadium use on purpose built,
compliant courts”.
The following letters of support have been received by Council for
the development of highball courts in Wonthaggi:
• Wonthaggi Basketball Association
• Basketball Victoria
• Gippsland Soccer League
• Inverloch Kongwak Football Netball Club
• South Coast Primary School Sports Association
• Gippsport
• Harriet Shing MP (member for Eastern Victoria Region)
• Wonthaggi Croquet Club
• Wonthaggi Police
• Bass Coast Agricultural Show
• Wonthaggi District Tennis Club
• Wonthaggi Secondary College
• Wonthaggi District and Badminton Association
Demonstrate that the project is a recognised strategic priority and is
consistent with key plans such as the current Council Plan and Strategic
Resource PLan, community plans or structure plans and/or policy
outcomes. Must be no more than 500 words

Supporting documentation:
Filename ED16 150999 2016 11 17 Full Collection Letters of

Support EOI Shared Facility(3).pdf
File size 1.5 MB
Note: this is not a required field.

Declaration - Terms and Conditions

* indicates a required field
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I state that the information in this application is to the best of my knowledge true and correct. I will notify
DET of any changes to this information andy any circumstances that may affect this expression of
interest.
In making this application, I warrant that I have obtained or will obtain permits (including building permits),
approvals and authorities necessary and required by law to undertake the works proposed.
I acknowledge that DET may refer this expression of interest to external experts or other government
departments for assessment, report, advice, comment or for discussions regarding alternative or
collaborative funding opportunities.
I understand that DET is subject to the Freedom of Information Act 1982 and that if a Freedom of
Information request is made, DET will consult with the applicant before any decision is made to release
the application or supporting documentation.
I understand that this is an expression of interest only and may not necessarily result in an invitation to
submit additional information in this funding round.
I understand that by submitting this expression of interest I am agreeing to all the terms and conditions
set out in the Shared Facilities Guidelines.

I agree to these terms and
conditions: *

◉  Yes

Fields marked (*) are mandatory
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From: Paul Buckley
To: Chris Wightman; Howard Scott; Mark Lindsay
Cc: Executive Team
Subject: 2017 02 10 Email from Dept of Education and Training re: Shared Facilities Fund - Request for additional
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Date: Friday, 3 February 2017 9:47:13 AM
Attachments: image001.jpg

From: Hoye, Lincoln L [mailto:hoye.lincoln.l@edumail.vic.gov.au] On Behalf Of Shared Facilities
Fund
Sent: Friday, 3 February 2017 09:34
To: Shared Facilities Fund
Subject: Shared Facilities Fund - Request for additional project information
Good morning
As the nominated contact for your organisation’s 2016-2017 Shared Facilities Fund Expression of
Interest (EOI), we are pleased to inform you that have been invited to supply additional
information for your submission.
From 10am Friday 03 February 2017, you will be able to provide additional information via a
Shared Facilities Fund - Additional Project Information Form linked to your original EOI
submission in SmartyGrants.
We ask that all forms are completed and submitted no later than 5pm Friday 17 February.
Departmental staff may contact applicants to seek further clarification of information submitted.
You can access the form by logging in at
https://depteduearlychilddev.smartygrants.com.au/applicant and then clicking the 'My
Submissions' link at the top of page. Here you will see your submission and any associated forms
open and waiting for you to complete.
If you have any additional questions regarding the Shared Facilities Fund – Additional Project
Information form, or are no longer the primary contact for your organisation’s EOI, please do not
hesitate to contact a member of our team on the contact details below.
Kind regards
Grants Team | Grants Strategy and Administration | Victorian School Building Authority
Department of Education and Training
Level 1, 2 Treasury Place, East Melbourne VIC 3002
T: (03) 9637 2462
E: shared.facilities.fund@edumail.vic.gov.au
W: www.education.vic.gov.au
VSBA_VicGov_EmailSig_Email-Signature-size-max

IMPORTANT - This email and any attachments may be confidential. If 
received in error, please contact us and delete all copies. Before opening 
or using attachments check them for viruses and defects. Regardless of any 
loss, damage or consequence, whether caused by the negligence of the 
sender or not, resulting directly or indirectly from the use of any 
attached files our liability is limited to resupplying any affected 
attachments. Any representations or opinions expressed are those of the 
individual sender, and not necessarily those of the Department of 
Education and Training.
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The Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation Needs 
Assessment is delivered in two parts. 

Part A – Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation Needs 
Assessment Final Report

Part A (this document) is a consolidated Final Report and 
provides the following information: 

• Sport and Active Recreation Needs Assessment project 
background, purpose and objectives

• Shire wide and individual project planning area needs, 
findings and priorities 

• Strategic framework for future sport and active recreation 
provision and prioritised implementation plan.

Part B – Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation Needs 
Assessment – Research, Consultation and Key 
Findings Report

Part B is a separate report to this document and can be 
found via Bass Coast Shire’s website. It provides all 

background information and research collected during 
development of the Needs Assessment including: 

• Contextual overview 

• Detailed facility supply and demand analysis

• Demographic and participation analysis

• Bass Coast Shire facility inventory lists and mapping

• Detailed consultation findings and benchmarking 

• Facility audit information
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation Needs Assessment 
has been commissioned by the Bass Coast Shire Council to 
understand the needs of both organised and non organised sport 
and active recreation groups and residents across Bass Coast. 
The needs assessment identifies local community sport and recreation 
needs now and into the future. It is the intention that findings and 
identified priorities support the development of future sport and 
recreation strategies and plans, and to assist Council in responding to 
current and future community sport and recreation needs. 

The Bass Coast Shire provides a breadth of sport and active 
recreation facilities and opportunities. From traditional team sports, 
including football and netball, through to more informal and casual 
lifestyle activities and water sports such as surfing, windsurfing and 
fishing. 

Participation in the majority of organised sports has remained steady 
over the last three years across the Shire, with netball and soccer 
experiencing the most growth. ‘Lifestyle’ and ‘extreme’ sports and 

activities have increased in popularity including surfing, stand up 
paddle boarding, windsurfing, skating and BMX while overall 
participation rates in tennis and lawn bowls have plateaued. 

Participation rates for most sports fall well below state and national 
averages. While this finding can be due to a number of contributing 
factors, consultation with local clubs, sporting associations and the 
wider Bass Coast community indicated poor facility condition, 
suitability (e.g. fit for purpose facilities) and accessibility was a key 
barrier to attracting new participants and enabling club growth and 
sustainability. 

Project research, participation rates and consultation suggests that 
with the exception of basketball, netball, soccer, croquet, indoor 
aquatics facilities and shared trails, the Shire’s current facility 

provision (number of playing facilities) is adequate, however the 
condition of support facilities is below standard. 

As a result there is a strong need to upgrade and improve the condition of 
existing facilities ‘on and off the playing field’ with a large number of non-
compliant and dysfunctional facilities preventing club development and 
overall sport and recreation participation growth. 

Development of the needs assessment has included considerable 
community and stakeholder consultation to ensure future recommendations 
are reflective of the Shire’s needs now and in the future. High priorities for 
future sport and active recreation planning and provision for the Bass 
Coast Shire include but are not limited to: 
• Development of an indoor highball facility in Wonthaggi. 
• The need to urgently address the inadequate indoor aquatic facility 

provision across the Shire through implementation of the Bass Coast 
Aquatic and Leisure Centre Master Plan, and construction of a local 
level indoor aquatic facility in Cowes.  

• Upgrading of player and umpire change rooms and supporting amenities 
that are female and family friendly. 

• Address netball and tennis court non-compliance and surface condition 
issues. 

• Support the growth of soccer through provision of improved player and 
umpire change rooms, sports field floodlighting and playing fields that 
are of appropriate dimensions. 

• Provision of an additional croquet court at Wonthaggi Recreation 
Reserve.

• A need to address the gap in the current planning and provision for 
highly participated informal and active recreation pursuits including 
walking, cycling, skate and BMX through strategy development.

• Continued support for water and lifestyle sports (e.g. windsurfing, 
surfing, mountain biking) through increased support infrastructure and 
facility access such as storage, meeting spaces and amenities. 

A summary of short to medium term (1-5 years) facility development 
and planning priorities are provided on the following pages, with a 
more detailed list of recommended future directions provided in 
Section 6 of this report. 
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Bass Coast Shire Council sport and active recreation planning 
and facility development priorities 2016-2021

FACILITY DEVELOPMENT

Sport / 
Recreation
Activity 

Recommendation  

Highball

1. Develop an indoor highball stadium (minimum two court) in Wonthaggi. Consider reviewing the Bass Coast Aquatic and 
Leisure Centre Master Plan staging to accommodate the short-term need for indoor highball facilities on the mainland or 
investigate alternate locations for facility development (e.g. Wonthaggi Education Precinct, Wonthaggi Secondary College –
Dudley Campus).  

Aquatics
In alignment with the 2015 Bass Coast Aquatic Strategy and supporting action plan:
1. Redevelop the existing Bass Coast Aquatic and Leisure Centre aquatics facilities.
2. Prepare concept plans for the development of an indoor aquatic centre on Phillip Island. 

Netball 
(outdoor)

Priorities for future netball facility development across the Shire centre around improving competition court surface condition to 

be compliant with Netball Victoria court specifications, followed by improved off-court amenities (in particular player and umpire 

change rooms and supporting amenities) and warm up courts. 

1. Redevelop the existing non-compliant netball courts at Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve.
2. Repair/resurface the existing cracked and non-compliant netball courts and run-off at Cowes Recreation Reserve. 
3. Pending outcomes of the current Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve Master Plan development, seek to provide change room 

facilities and supporting amenities to support the Wonthaggi and District Netball Association. 

Soccer

With no purpose built soccer facility located within the Shire and existing on and off-field compliance issues (run-off areas and 

playing field dimensions), priorities for soccer facility development include the provision of training standard sports field

floodlighting, player and umpire change rooms and planning for the development of a fit for purpose soccer facility. 

1. Installation of training standard sports field floodlighting at Thompson Reserve
2. Installation of training standard sports field floodlighting at Newhaven Recreation Reserve
3. Provision of player and umpire change rooms and supporting amenities at Thompson and Wonthaggi Recreation Reserves 

in accordance with reserve master plans. 
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The following pages provide a summary of high priority sport and active recreation planning and facility development recommendations for the 
Bass Coast Shire between 2016 and 2021. Priorities have been developed in accordance with facility planning and development principles 
outlined in Section 6 of this report, and in conjunction with facility condition audit and stakeholder consultation findings. Recommendations listed 
below are aspirational targets numbered in order of priority and are subject to funding availability and changing community needs.
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Sport / 
Recreation 
Activity 

Recommendation 

Tennis

Priorities for tennis development across the Shire relate to increasing user safety though improved playing surface condition and 

suitability.

1. Redevelop the existing tennis courts (including fencing) at Grantville Recreation Reserve to address current condition and 
compliance issues. Consider making courts multi-purpose and publicly accessible. 

2. Resurface the existing ‘enclosure one’ tennis courts at Thompson Reserve in Inverloch and investigate the future mitigation 

of court cracking and heaving pavement issues. 
3. As per facility condition and compliance audit recommendations, plan for the resurfacing of damaged and unsafe courts at 

Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve (subject to master plan), Newhaven and San Remo Recreation Reserves. 
4. Upgrade/replace court lighting at Wonthaggi Recreation and Thompson Reserves. 

AFL

Addressing the current substandard provision of player and umpire change rooms and supporting amenities that are family and 

female friendly and in accordance with AFL Victoria’s Preferred Facility Guidelines is the highest priority for AFL facility 

development across the Shire. 

1. In accordance with reserve master plan recommendations, upgrade change rooms, umpire facilities and support amenities 
at Dalyston Recreation Reserve. 

2. Upgrade player (in particular away team rooms) and umpire change room and supporting amenities at Inverloch Recreation 
Reserve.

3. Upgrade player and umpire change rooms and amenities at Bass and Wonthaggi Recreation Reserves.

Croquet
1. In consultation with the Wonthaggi Croquet Club and in conjunction with wider Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve master 

planning, confirm the future location and facility requirements of the Wonthaggi Croquet Club including provision for the 
development of an additional croquet court. 

4Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation Needs Assessment - Final Report - February 2016



Bass Coast Shire Sport and Active Recreation Needs Assessment - Draft Key Findings and Future Directions Report 6

PLANNING

Sport / 
Recreation 
Activity 

Recommendation 

Walking / 
Cycling 1. Develop a Shire wide Walking/Tracks/Trails and Cycling Strategy

Skate / BMX 1. Develop a Shire wide Skate and BMX Strategy in conjunction with findings and recommendations from individual skate 
park facility audits. 

General

1. Develop a Pavilion Redevelopment Plan that prioritises upgrades/redevelopments and identifies minimum and 
recommended facility standards and peak sporting body requirements. 

2. Develop a Master Plan for Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve that encompasses all precinct user requirements and promotes 
multi-use of facilities by tenant sporting and active recreation groups.

3. Review the Cowes Recreation Reserve Master Plan in light of the new future aquatics facility location in Cowes.
4. Review the Thompson Reserve Master Plan following Inverloch Bowling Club’s recent facility development and remaining 

demand for soccer accommodation at Thompson Reserve.
5. Develop a Shire wide Sports Field Floodlighting Strategy that includes an audit of existing sports field flood lighting 

infrastructure and compliance with Australian Standards. 
6. Develop a Capital Works Contribution Policy to guide future facility development contributions. 

Netball / 
Tennis / 
Cricket

1. In partnership with local clubs and in conjunction with facility audit findings, develop an outdoor court, centre wicket and 
practice net maintenance and renewal program as part of Council’s Open Space Asset Management Plan. Ensure 

maintenance and renewal program incorporates Cricket Australia, Netball and Tennis Victoria’s recommended facility 

standards and guidelines.  

Soccer / 
Cricket

1. Plan for the development of purpose built soccer and cricket facilities at the greenfield site adjacent to the Wonthaggi  
Education Precinct.

Surf / Beach
1. Build the capacity of and continue to support water sport/active recreation providers in Inverloch (e.g. windsurfing, surfing, 

fishing) through investigation of shared facility usage opportunities (e.g. storage, meeting space, toilets) for coastal 
dependent activities. 
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1. BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT
Included in this section:  

• Project scope and objectives

• Future sport and active recreation provision principles

• Key project drivers

• Project methodology

• Project study area overview 
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The Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation Needs Assessment has 
been developed to deliver the following key project objectives: 

 Identify trends and needs in regard to sport and active recreation 
within the municipality, projecting to 2031.

 Map current sport and active recreation provision within the Shire.

 Analyse population and demographic changes that may impact on 
the future sport and recreation provision.

 Document existing demand and any issues for sport and active 
recreation within the current population.

 Compile and compare current participation numbers across the  
Shire with Australian sport and recreation participation data.

 Engage with the community, clubs, associations and peak sporting 
bodies involved in the provision of sport and active recreation 
across the Shire.

 Provide short and long term priority sport and active recreation 
facility renewal and upgrade recommendations.

 Identify potential sites and/or possible shared land/facility 
opportunities.

It is important to note the Needs Assessment focuses on organised 

sporting competition and ‘active recreation’ defined as ‘unstructured 

activity that individuals pursue in their uncommitted time such as 

walking, skate boarding and surfing’

While considered in the context of overall sport and recreation, the 

assessment does not investigate in detail areas that do not focus on 

sport and active recreation including playgrounds, bike paths, nature 

reserves, foreshore and local parks. 

Council has recognised that community needs and preferences for 
sport and recreation have changed, and the way people are choosing 
to participate in physical activity is not necessarily as structured as it 
once was.

Through recent strategic planning projects and community 
engagement activities, gaps in current sport and active recreation 
facilities have also become evident. A lack of aquatics facility 
provision, access to multi-court indoor highball courts and ageing 
community sports facilities are several key focus areas which have all 
been further investigated as part of this project. 

This project will provide Council with a clearer understanding of the 
current and future sport and active recreation needs of its sporting 
clubs, community groups and residents and assist in addressing 
issues and challenges such as those listed below: 

• Having a better understanding of the current participation statistics 
and future trends in formal and informal sport and active recreation.  

• Knowledge of the current condition and compliance levels of 
existing sport and recreation facilities.

• Prioritising facility renewal and upgrade projects and planning for 
the changing needs of community sport and recreation.

• A sustainable model for sport and recreation facilities and sporting 
clubs that increases participation and contributes to the health and 
well being of the Bass Coast community.

• Collecting evidence and data to inform future decision making. 

7

PROJECT SCOPE AND OBJECTIVES KEY PROJECT DRIVERS
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The Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation 
Needs Assessment  commenced in March 
2015, with the Draft Report (Stage 4) completed 
in September 2015. 

January 2016March 2015 April 2015 May – June 2015 July – September 2015 January –
March 2016

STAGE 1
Project 
Establishment

STAGE 2
Literature Review & 
Demand Assessment

STAGE 3
Consultation and 
Engagement

STAGE 4
Draft Sport and Active 
Recreation Needs 
Assessment

STAGE 5
Community 
Consultation 

STAGE 6
Final Reporting & 
Recommendations

• Project commencement 
meeting

• Site inspections
• Communications plan
• Project Bulletin #1

• Literature review
• Demographic analysis
• Participation, 

membership and and 
demand analysis 

• Facility mapping

• Online surveys
• Workshops
• Telephone interviews
• Onsite consultation 

(Farmers Markets)
• Onsite meetings 
• Facility audits

• Research, Consultation 
and Key Directions 
Report

• Councillor briefing 
• Draft Sport and Active 

Recreation Needs 
Assessment Report

• Community consultation 
and feedback on Draft 
Report

• Project Bulletin #2

• Final Sport and Active 
Recreation Needs 
Assessment Report

• Project Bulletin #3

PROJECT METHODOLOGY
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The adjacent map provides a visual representation 
of the Bass Coast Shire. 

Bass Coast Shire Demographic Analysis

Bass Coast Shire Small Areas

Cowes – Ventnor and District

Phillip Island Balance         

San Remo

Inverloch – Pound Creek

Wonthaggi – South Dudley –

Cape Paterson

North Wonthaggi

Waterline 

Rural Balance    

2015 Shire population 32,321

Forecast 2031 Region 
population

42,254

Forecast Shire population 
increase 2015-2031

9,933

Forecast Shire population 
growth 2015-2031 (%)

31%

Largest area(s) of % growth 
within Shire between 2015 
and 2031

North Wonthaggi (61%)

San Remo (45%)

Cowes – Ventnor and District 
(35%)

Smallest area(s) of % growth 
within Shire between 2015 
and 2031

Phillip Island Balance (10%)

Rural Balance (21%)

Inverloch – Pound Creek (25%)

9

Bass Coast is situated approximately 120 kilometres south east of Melbourne. 
The municipality covers an area of around 800 square kilometres from 
Grantville in the north, to Inverloch in the south, and Phillip Island in the west. 

Bass Coast was the fastest growing regional municipality in Victoria in 2010/11. 
This population growth is largely fuelled by the sea change phenomenon which 
draws people to live and retire in popular coastal areas that are relatively close 
to Melbourne. The major towns in the Shire are Cowes, Inverloch, San Remo, 
Grantville and Wonthaggi. Wonthaggi is the retail, civic and commercial hub of 
the Shire. It is in close proximity to the coast and offers all the services and 
facilities expected of a large town. Wonthaggi and North Wonthaggi comprise 
approximately 30% of Bass Coast Shire’s population and are projected to 

produce a large majority of the Shire’s growth to 2031. 

Phillip Island is known throughout the world for the Penguin Parade, MotoGP 
and its surf beaches. The area has long been a natural attraction for tourists, 
with over 3.4 million visitors annually, including 35% of Melbourne’s 

international visitors. 

A detailed Bass Coast Shire demographic analysis is provided in Part B of 
this Report – Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation Needs Assessment 

Research Consultation and Key Findings Report. 

Cowes

Newhaven

San Remo

Wonthaggi Inverloch

Dalyston

Corinella
Grantville

Bass

PROJECT STUDY AREA

Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation Needs Assessment - Final Report - February 2016



2. BASS COAST SHIRE NEEDS, FINDINGS 
AND PRIORITIES 

10

Included in this section:  

• Overview of ‘Project Planning Areas’

• Summary of existing Bass Coast Shire sport and active recreation facility provision and condition

• Sport and active recreation site mapping

• Bass Coast Sports Facility Hierarchy 

• LGA facility provision benchmarking

• Stakeholder needs and key consultation findings

• Shire wide sport and active recreation participation summary

• High level future sport and active recreation needs identification 
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Three ‘project planning areas’ have been developed to assist with 

identifying the gap analysis for sport and active recreation across 
the Shire. 

Whilst the needs assessment is a Shire wide study, the 
identification of the three project planning areas enables a more 
detailed analysis of existing provision, and assists with future 
recommendations at a ‘project planning area’ and Shire wide level. 

Key townships and current and future population projections for 
the three project planning areas are provided below.  

Phillip Island: Cowes – Ventnor and District, Phillip Island 
Balance and San Remo

North Mainland: Waterline (Westernport townships) and Rural 
Balance (includes townships of Dalyston, Glen Alvie, Bass, 
Grantville). 

South Mainland: Wonthaggi - South Dudley – Cape Paterson, 
North Wonthaggi and Inverloch – Pound Creek

Project 
Planning 

Area

2015 
Population 

2031 
Population 

+/-
(2015-2031)

% 
Increase

Phillip 
Island 11,568 14,755 3,187 28%

North 
Mainland 6,257 7,904 1,647 26%

South 
Mainland 14,497 19,590 5,093 35%

North Mainland

South Mainland

Phillip Island

11

PROJECT PLANNING AREAS

The above table provides a snapshot of forecast demographic change for each 

project planning area between 2015 and 2031. The South Mainland project 

planning area, in particular Wonthaggi and North Wonthaggi is forecast to see 

the largest population increase over the next 15 years. 
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Bass Coast Shire Sport and Active Recreation Needs Assessment - Draft Key Findings and Future Directions Report 13

The Bass Coast Shire provides a range of facilities, foreshore 
reserves, shared trails and useable open space areas that provide 
opportunity for residents to participate in their chosen sport and 
recreation activity.

Below is a list of existing formalised sport and active recreation 
facilities across the Bass Coast Shire. A facility inventory listing by 
site and a map of existing facilities (Shire wide and by individual 
project planning areas) is provided in latter sections of this report. 

Detailed facility audit information, including the condition, 
location and usage of existing facilities is provided in Part B of 
this Report – Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation Needs 

Assessment Research Consultation and Key Findings Report. 

Summary of existing facility numbers:

• 1 x indoor aquatics facility

• 2 x leisure centres 

• 4 x croquet lawns 

• 4 x indoor highball stadiums 

• 6 x permanent skate/BMX facilities 

• 6 x AFL ovals 

• 8 x soccer pitches

• 8 x lawn bowls greens 

• 12 x cricket grounds (one private – Rhyll Cricket Ground)

• 18 x netball courts - 14 outdoor and 4 indoor 

• 37 x tennis courts 

EXISTING FACILITY SUPPLY

12



Bass Coast Shire Sport and Active Recreation Needs Assessment - Draft Key Findings and Future Directions Report 14

Sport Reserve/Facility/Club Number of Ovals, 
Greens, Courts etc.

Total 2015 Facility 
Provision Ratio

2031 Facility Provision Ratio
(if no development occurred) 

Indoor Aquatics Bass Coast Aquatic and Leisure Centre 1 1 1: 32,321 1: 42,254

AFL

Bass Recreation Reserve 1

5 1: 6,464 1: 8,451

Cowes Recreation Reserve 1

Dalyston Recreation Reserve 1

Inverloch Recreation Reserve 1

Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve 1

Basketball

Inverloch Community Hub 1

4 1: 8,081 1: 10,564
Phillip Island Leisure Centre 1

San Remo Recreation Centre 1

Wonthaggi Aquatic and Leisure Centre 1

Cricket

Bass Recreation Reserve 2

12 1: 2,694 1: 3,521

Cowes Recreation Reserve 1

Dalyston Recreation Reserve 1

Glen Alvie Recreation Reserve 1

Inverloch Recreation Reserve 1

McMahon Reserve 1

Newhaven Recreation Reserve 1

Rhyll Cricket Ground (privately owned) 1

Thompson Recreation Reserve 1

Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve 2

Croquet
Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve 2

4 1: 8,080 1: 10,564
Bluegum Recreation Reserve 2

FACILITY PROVISION RATIOS

The following table highlights Bass Coast Shire facility provision ratios (facilities to population) for a number of sport and active recreation pursuits as 
of September 2015. 
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Bass Coast Shire Sport and Active Recreation Needs Assessment - Draft Key Findings and Future Directions Report

Sport Reserve/Facility/Club Number of Ovals, Greens,
Courts etc.

Total 2015 Facility Provision 
Ratio

2031 Facility 
Provision Ratio

Lawn Bowls

Harold Hughes Reserve (Corinella) 1 (synthetic)

8 1: 4,041 1: 5,282

Inverloch Foreshore 2 (1 natural, 1 synthetic)

Phillip Island Bowling Club 2 (synthetic)

San Remo Recreation Reserve 1 (synthetic)

Wonthaggi Bowls Club 2 (natural)

Leisure Centre
Phillip Island Leisure Centre 1

2 1: 16,161 1: 21,127
Bass Coast Aquatic and Leisure Centre 1

Netball

Bass Recreation Reserve 1

18 1: 1,796 1: 2,348

Cowes Recreation Reserve 2

Dalyston Recreation Reserve 2

Inverloch Community Hub 1 (indoor)

Inverloch Recreation Reserve 2

Phillip Island Leisure Centre 1 (indoor)

San Remo Recreation Centre 1 (indoor)

Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve 7

Wonthaggi Aquatic and Leisure Centre 1 (indoor)

Soccer

Newhaven Recreation Reserve 2

6 1: 5,387 1: 7,042Thompson Reserve 2

Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve 2
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Sport Reserve/Facility/Club Number of Ovals, 
Greens, Courts etc.

Total 2015 Facility Provision 
Ratio

2031 Facility Provision 
Ratio

Tennis

Cape Paterson Sports Facility 1

37 1: 874 1: 1,142

Cowes Recreation Reserve 4

Dalyston Recreation Reserve 1 (community use during 
summer)

Glen Forbes Recreation Reserve 1

Grantville Recreation Reserve 2

Harold Hughes Reserve 2

Kernot Recreation Reserve 2

Newhaven Recreation Reserve 4

Rhyll Park 2

San Remo Recreation Reserve 4

Thompson Reserve 6

Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve 8

Skate/BMX

Cowes Recreation Reserve 1

6 1: 5,387 1: 7,042

Fred Gration Reserve (BMX only) 1

Inverloch Skate Park 1

Newhaven Recreation Reserve (half pipe) 1

Thompson Reserve (BMX only) 1

Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve 1

15Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation Needs Assessment - Final Report - February 2016



16



Bass Coast Shire Sport and Active Recreation Needs Assessment - Draft Key Findings and Future Directions Report 18

BASS COAST SPORTS FACILITY HIERARCHY 

Sport
State Sporting 

Organisation Facility 
Hierarchy Levels

Bass Coast Shire Hierarchy Level

Municipal Township Local

AFL
• State
• Regional
• Local

Service a collection of suburbs or 
geographic area within a municipality (or 
across municipal borders) and usually 
cater for more than one code or activity. 
Regional venues should have perimeter 
fencing, capacity to host competition 
finals and surface quality maintained to a 
high standard. 

Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve

More aligned with AFL Victoria’s ‘local’ level facility. 

Designed to cater for local level competition, including 
junior competitions within individual townships. Venues are 
usually the ‘home’ of one seasonal club. Facilities and 

playing surfaces are provided to home and away 
competition standard.

Cowes Recreation Reserve

Inverloch Recreation Reserve

Bass Recreation Reserve

Dalyston Recreation Reserve

Similar to a local level AFL facility 
in that it accommodates junior 
competition, however Council 
considers these facilities as senior 
training facilities and not 
competition. 

Glen Alvie Recreation Reserve

CRICKET
• Premier / Regional
• Club (Home)
• Club (Satellite) 

Similar to Cricket Australia’s Premier / 

Regional level facility in that it integrates 
the community cricket pathway and 
provides connection between club cricket 
and high performance pathways.  
Facilities service home clubs, as well as 
providing for the broader cricket 
catchment. 

Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve (Oval 2)

Aligns with Cricket Australia’s Club (Home) facility 

providing a mix of recreational and competitive cricket 
opportunities within a community club environment for local 
communities – clubs and venues connect with their 
associated turf or synthetic competition and pathway 
structure (for all age groups).

Cowes Recreation Reserve

Thompson Recreation Reserve

Glen Alvie Recreation Reserve

Bass Recreation Reserve

Provides opportunities for club and 
school competition and social / 
recreational cricket. Venues often 
used as secondary grounds for 
junior and lower senior grades.

Inverloch Recreation Reserve

McMahon Recreation Reserve

Newhaven Recreation Reserve

Dalyston Recreation Reserve

SOCCER

• A (Men’s Premier 

League)
• B (Men’s State League 1)

• C (Men’s Provisional 

League / Women’s 

Provisional League)
• D (Metropolitan League / 

Juniors)

Equivalent to level B FFV classification 
for the level of competition.  Venue 
should provide at a minimum a pavilion 
with adequate change facilities, umpire 
room, first aid room, multiple playing 
pitches, sports field floodlighting (to 
competition standard), covered team 
benches, public toilets and scoreboard. 

Equivalent to level C FFV classification for the level of 
competition. Venue should provide at a minimum a pavilion 
with adequate change facilities, umpires room, multiple 
playing pitches, sports field floodlighting (to training 
standard), first aid area, team benches and access to 
public toilets. 

Thompson Reserve 

Newhaven Recreation Reserve 

Equivalent to level D FFV 
classification for the level of 
competition. Venue should provide 
at a minimum adequate player 
change facilities, and one playing 
pitch. 

Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve

McMahon Reserve

Developing a facility hierarchy model and supporting definitions for each level of the hierarchy is challenging, as what may be considered a ‘regional’ 

facility to Council or a local sporting or community group, may be viewed differently by a State Sporting Organisation. For instance, State Sporting 
Organisations primarily view regional level facilities as venues for elite sport, whereas government, in particular local government, see regional 
facilities as catering for a broad range of sport and use and servicing a broad catchment area.

The Bass Coast Shire Council has no existing facility hierarchy for sport and active recreation facilities. Council’s 2008 Open Space Plan does provide 

a summary of the characteristics or levels of provision for open space areas with a primary function of servicing sport, however in the interests of 
providing a more current facility hierarchy, reflective of existing state sporting organisation facility hierarchy levels and related infrastructure provision 
the following hierarchy table has been developed. The facility hierarchy table is an aspirational model that has been prepared to assist Council with 
the future planning, maintenance, and general provision for certain levels (e.g. local or municipal) of sport and active recreation facilities across the 
Shire. 
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Sport Current Facility Hierarchy Levels
Bass Coast Shire Hierarchy Level

Municipal Township Local

NETBALL

• International Sports Facility
• National Sports Facility
• State Netball Centre                                     

(6 indoor courts)
• Regional Netball Centre                                

(4 indoor/4 outdoor)
• Sub–Regional Netball Centre                         

(3 indoor/4 outdoor) 
• Local Netball Centre                                     

(2 indoor/4 outdoor)
• Football/Netball Club Centre                        

(2 outdoor courts)
• Large Outdoor Netball Centre                           

(8 outdoor courts)
• Neighbourhood Netball Centre                     

(4 outdoor courts)

Aligns closely with Netball
Victoria’s Sub Regional or Large 

outdoor Netball Centre. 

Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve

Similar requirements to a Football/Netball
Club Centre. 

Inverloch Recreation Reserve

Cowes Recreation Reserve

Dalyston Recreation Reserve

Bass Recreation Reserve

Would generally be below a 
Netball Victoria Football/Netball 
Club Centre and consist of one 
netball court only. 

Cape Paterson Sports Facility 

BASKETBALL

• State (6 indoor courts)
• Regional - (6 courts)
• Sub-Regional – Major Metropolitan                    

(4 courts)
• Sub Regional – Regional Victoria                          

(3 courts)
• Local Basketball Centre (3 courts)
• Neighbourhood Centre (1 indoor court)

Aligns with Basketball Victoria’s 

Sub-Regional (Regional Victoria) 
level facility.  

Aligns with Basketball Victoria’s 

Neighbourhood Centre level facility. 

Inverloch Community Hub

Bass Coast Aquatic and Leisure Centre

San Remo Recreation Centre

Phillip Island Leisure Centre 

Would generally be below a 
Basketball Victoria 
Neighbourhood Centre and 
consist of one outdoor court or an 
indoor primary school stadium. 

Wonthaggi Primary School

North Wonthaggi Primary School

TENNIS

• Regional Venue
• Large Community Venue
• District Venue
• Local Venue
• Public Access Venue

Similar to Tennis Victoria’s Large

Community venue and in that it is 
able to accommodate regional 
and association level 
tournaments. 

Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve

Equivalent to Tennis Victoria’s District or 

Local level venues and focusses on serving 
the needs of local communities. Township 
venues deliver interclub competition formats, 
recreational and social tennis and a range of 
coaching programs for all levels. This level of 
facility provides opportunities for local 
communities to be part of the tennis club and 
venue environment. Recreation, social and 
family participation are central to the venue 
services and activities. 

Cowes Recreation Reserve

Newhaven Recreation Reserve

Thompson Reserve

San Remo Recreation Reserve

Aligns with Tennis Victoria’s 

Public Access or Public Access 
level venue. This level of venue is 
bets provided in conjunction with 
other sport, recreation. 
Community, school or play 
precincts to maximise exposure 
and promote their use. 

Cape Patterson Sports Facility

Kernot Reserve

Rhyll Park

Harold Hughes Reserve

Grantville Recreation Reserve

Glen Forbes Recreation Reserve

Dalyston Recreation Reserve
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LGA FACILITY PROVISION BENCHMARKING

Council 2015 
Population Cricket AFL Soccer Outdoor 

Netball
Indoor 
Courts Equestrian Tennis Outdoor 

swimming

Indoor 
swimming 

Pools
Croquet Lawn Bowls 

(synthetic)
Lawn Bowls 

(grass) Skate/BMX

Bass Coast 32,321 12 
(2,694)

5
(6,464)

6
(5,387)

14
(2,309)

4
(8,080)

3
(10,774)

37 
(874) 0 1 

(32,321)
4

(8,080)
5

(6,464)
3

(10,774)
6

(5,387)

Surf Coast 
Shire 28,810 15

(1,921)
15

(1,921)
3

(9,603)
12

(2,401)
5

(5,762)
3

(9,603)
60

(480)
1

(28,810)
0

(NA)
Unable to 
confirm

Unable to 
confirm

4
(7,203)

9
(3,201)

South 
Gippsland 28,297 22 

(1,286)
13 

(2,177)
6 

(4,716)
27

(1,048)
13

(2,177)
9 

(3,144)
75 

(364)
4 

(6,824)
3 

(9,432)
5

(5,659)
4

(7,074)
7 

(4,042)
8 

(3,537)

East 
Gippsland 44,516 19 

(2,343)
20 

(2,226)
3 

(14,839)
27 

(1,649)
5

(8,904)
11

(4,047)
100 

(445)
2

(22,258)
2

(22,258)
4

(11,129)
Unable to 
confirm

10 
(4,452)

10 
(4,452)

Warrnambool 34,393 15
(2,293)

9
(3,821)

4
(8,598)

22
(1,563)

5 
(6,879)

4
(8,598)

36
(955)

1
(34,393)

1
(34,393)

2 
(17,197)

8
(4,299)

1
(34,393)

1 
(34,393)

Average 33,668 16.6
(2,108)

12.4
(3,322)

4.4
(8,629)

20.4
(1,794)

6.4
(5,261)

6
(5,611)

51.3
(624)

1.6
(21,043)

1.4
(24,049)

3
(11,223)

5.7
(3,129)

5
(12,173)

6.8
(10,194)

The following table provides a ratio of facility provision to population at a municipal level for comparable Local Government areas. The table does not 
include the use of school facilities for organised sport and recreation with a summary of this usage provided on the following page. 

The sports represented in red highlight where Bass Coast Shire Council’s provision for that sport/facility type is less than the average of all Councils 
with these sports being cricket, AFL, outdoor netball, indoor courts, equestrian, tennis, outdoor and indoor swimming pools and synthetic lawn bowls 
facilities. Green indicates where Bass Coast Shire Council’s facility provision is higher than other Councils. 

Bass Coast Shire’s current sport/active recreation facility provision level across the board is 
lower than neighbouring or comparable Councils, however with the exception of indoor highball 
and aquatic facilities is meeting the general needs of sporting clubs and the wider Bass Coast 
community. 

19

Provision above 
average

Provision below 
average
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School Facility Usage

Bass Valley Primary 
School

• Indoor gymnasium - basketball and gym classes
• Solar heated swimming pool - Vicswim holiday 

sessions

Cowes Primary School No response during stakeholder consultation

Inverloch Primary 
School

• Two netball and basketball courts used by local clubs 
• Oval - soccer (Inverloch Stars), tee ball and group 

fitness classes during summer 

Newhaven College

• Football oval used by both local and non local AFL 
clubs for pre-season matches and also soccer 
training. 

• The oval also receives moderate usage from the local 
rugby club and has also hosted the Melbourne 
Rebels, Collingwood and Melbourne. 

Newhaven Primary 
School

• Two indoor halls which are hired our for dance and 
jujitsu classes. 

Powlett River Primary 
School

• School playground - used by the local community    
• Walking track around school - used by the local 

community 

San Remo Primary 
School No response during stakeholder consultation

St Joseph’s Primary 

School

• Minimal usage of school facilities by 
sporting/community groups due to insurance and 
liability issues. 

Wonthaggi Primary 
School

• The indoor netball/basketball facility is often used by 
local netball and football clubs for training during 
inclement weather.

Wonthaggi North 
Primary School No response during stakeholder consultation

Wonthaggi Secondary 
College - Dudley

• Sports fields - local cricket club (junior and senior 
matches) 

• Athletics track - Wonthaggi Little Athletics and Bass 
Coast Athletics Club    

• Basketball courts - occasional use by local clubs                                                                    

Wonthaggi Secondary 
College - McBride

• Indoor gym has occasional use by local sports clubs

SCHOOL FACILITY USAGE

Consultation with local primary and secondary schools identified 
moderate use of school facilities by local sporting and active 
recreation groups with indoor stadiums the most highly sought 
after school sports facility. The adjacent table provides a 
summary of school facilities used by local sport and active 
recreation groups. 

Detailed school consultation findings is provided in Part B 
of this Report – Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation 

Needs Assessment Research Consultation and Key 

Findings Report. 

The Wonthaggi Primary School indoor stadium is often used by 

local netball and football clubs for training during inclement 

weather.  
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FACILITY CONDITION AND SUITABILITY

21

As part of the Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation Needs 
Assessment, Bass Coast Shire Council commissioned insideEDGE

Sport and Leisure Planning to conduct in-field condition assessments 
of all AFL, cricket, netball (indoor and outdoor), soccer, tennis, lawn 
bowls and croquet facilities across the Shire.

A key driver for Council was to collect detailed facility information to 
guide the future planning and development of Council’s key sporting 
reserves. Audit information will assist Council in prioritising future 
project delivery, support external funding applications and guide future 
capital investment. Information obtained during audits has also helped 
inform and prioritise future sport and active recreation provision 
recommendations found in the implementation  section (section 6) of 
this report. 

All facility and site information was captured using insideEDGE’s 

Sports Facility Audit tool (SFA).  SFA is a tablet based data capture 
technology that locates facilities, assesses provision and conditions, 
analyses compliance with Australian Standards and preferred facilities 
guidelines. 

SFA analyses the condition of core facility amenities and captures the 
number and associated attributes of a facility’s main pavilion, lighting, 

playing surfaces, irrigation infrastructure, change rooms,  amenities, 
grounds and surrounds, car parking and features of adjacent land 
areas.

The following pages provide a summary of existing on and off-field 
infrastructure and amenities at Council’s key sporting venues for AFL, 

cricket, netball, soccer, tennis lawn bowls and croquet. Assessments 
were also conducted of indoor highball courts at both Council and 
several school facilities across the Shire. Detailed PDF site reports for 
each venue have also been provided separately for Council’s 

information. with a more detailed summary report provided in Part B of 
this Report - Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation Needs 

Assessment Research Consultation and Key Findings Report. 

The adjacent table provides a list of facilities that were audited as part 
of the development of the Sport and Active Recreation Needs 
Assessment.

SPORT

Reserve AFL Cricket Tennis Netball Soccer Bowls / 
Croquet

Highball
Court

Bass   

Cowes    


Dalyston   

Inverloch   

Wonthaggi     


Glen Alvie 

Newhaven 
 

Grantville 

Rhyll 

San Remo    

Thompson 
(Inverloch)  

Inverloch 
Foreshore 

Harold 
Hughes 

(Corinella)


Wonthaggi 
Bowls 

Bass Coast
Leisure 
Centre

 

Inverloch 
Hub  

PI Leisure 
Centre  

Blue Gum 
(Cowes) 

McMahon 
(Wonthaggi)  

School

BVPS 

WPS 

WNPS 
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SPORT OVERALL FACILITY CONDITION SUMMARY

AFL

• The majority of player and umpire change rooms and supporting amenities (e.g. showers, toilets) are substandard 
and do not meet preferred facility guidelines. 

• Generally speaking the size, condition and functionality of social room facilities is adequate for local level AFL needs. 

• Playing surfaces across all grounds are considered to be fit for purpose with ‘some wear’ (mainly in high traffic areas 

(e.g. goals squares, interchange bench). 

Cricket

• The general condition of cricket clubrooms/pavilions is considered adequate for club level cricket. 

• Centre wickets (turf and synthetic) across all grounds are rated as being in good condition with the majority not 
recommended for replacement within the next 5 years.

• Training facility netting is poor across most sites with some improvements also required to the condition of synthetic 
pitches. 

Netball

• With the exception of Dalyston Recreation Reserve and to a lesser degree Inverloch Recreation Reserve, provision 
of change facilities for netball clubs requires priority attention, in particular Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve. 

• Overall court surface condition is considered moderate with Cowes and Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve ranked 
priority sites for court redevelopment works. 

Soccer

• Playing surfaces for soccer were assessed as being in reasonably good condition but a number of non compliance 
issues were identified including the provision of adequate run off areas from playing field boundaries and playing 
field dimensions (the majority of pitches do not meet minimum dimensions for C and D level competition (96m x 
60m). This is due to the current provision of soccer facilities having to be retrofitted and Council not having a 
purpose built soccer facility. A lack of adequate change room provision is also a key gap in existing provision for 
local soccer clubs. 

Tennis

• The condition of tennis court playing surfaces across the Shire requires attention with Grantville, Wonthaggi, San 
Remo and Thompson Reserve courts all recommended for replacement over the next 3-5 years. The tennis court 
facilities at Grantville Recreation Reserve are ranked the poorest across the Shire with priority court rebuilding works 
recommended for this site. 

Lawn 
Bowls/Croquet

• Current lawn bowls and croquet building infrastructure is aged and generally reached the end of their life. Croquet 
facilities are not meeting the needs of tenant clubs and Wonthaggi is the only bowling club without access to a 
synthetic surface (this may be a contributing factor to the club’s steady decline in club membership levels over the 

last three years). The Inverloch Bowling Club has experienced a spike in facility usage following the recent 
installation of their synthetic bowls green. 

Highball Courts • All existing courts have non compliant run-offs when assessed against competition netball standards and there is a 
need for the future provision of multi-court indoor high ball facilities across the Shire.

Facility audits were also conducted on Council’s four skate park/ramp facilities in Cowes, Inverloch, Newhaven and Wonthaggi. For 

more detailed facility condition and compliance assessments on these facilities and those listed above, please refer to the audit 

summaries provided in Part B of this report or the individual site reports for each venue.  
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The following consultation activities were undertaken to inform the 
development of the Draft Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation 
Needs Assessment Report. 

 Distribution of the Bass Coast Shire Sport and Active 
Recreation Project Bulletin #1 and website content to all 
project stakeholders.

 Online Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation Club Survey 
(65 completed surveys received).

 Online Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation Community 
Survey (56 completed surveys received) .

 Sporting Club and Community Workshop (40 attendees)

 Three onsite community consultation at Grantville, Inverloch 
and Churchill Island Farmers’ Markets.

 Meetings with Bass Coast Shire Council Project Manager.

 One workshop with Bass Coast Shire Project Working Group

 Individual meetings with key Bass Coast Shire Council    
Department Officers.

 Telephone/face to face interviews with 10 Reserve 
Committees of Management.

 Telephone interviews/email correspondence with 12 local 
Primary and Secondary Schools.

 Meeting with YMCA Management (Bass Coast Aquatic and 
Leisure Centre and Phillip Island Leisure Centre).

 Telephone interviews/email correspondence with key peak 
sporting body and government departments including Sport 
and Recreation Victoria, Gippsport, AFL Gippsland and the 
Phillip Island Basketball Association.

 Onsite discussion with sporting club representatives during 
facility audits.
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Below is a high level summary of Shire wide consultation 
findings gathered during stakeholder engagement activities.  
Key findings have been separated into three categories, sport, 
active recreation and facilities. 

For more detailed consultation findings please refer to Part B of 
this Report – Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation Needs 

Assessment Research Consultation and Key Findings Report. 

Sport

• The Shire has experienced an increase in junior participation in 
most structured sports, such as soccer and football.  Junior 
participation rates in winter are higher than summer sports.  
This is likely due to children opting to participate in beach 
related recreation as opposed to organised sport during 
summer.

• Participation in soccer, basketball and netball is on the rise 
but may become stagnant due to the limited capacity of existing 
facilities.

• Participation in lawn bowls and tennis has stabilised with 
some clubs experiencing a slight decrease in participation and 
membership.

• Participation in activities by older adults increases during 
summer (e.g. social tennis) with the more favourable weather 
conditions.

• All sports are facing the challenge of addressing drop out rates 
of participants in the teenage to early 20 years age bracket.

• Gymnastics is a popular activity and is growing on Phillip 
Island, but a lack of coaches is an issue. 

• The majority of local sport and active recreation clubs believe 
their membership will increase by up to 10% by 2020 and that 
their facilities ‘have a good balance of use’ (e.g. are not being 
overused or at capacity).  

• The majority of clubs (with the exception of basketball, netball, 
soccer and swimming) believe they have an adequate number 
of playing fields/venues. 

Active Recreation

• The Bass Coast community is embracing more flexible sport and 
recreation participation opportunities.  Activities such as Park Run, 
cycling loops and walking along the shared trail network are popular 
activities.

• ‘Lifestyle’ and ‘extreme’ sports and activities are popular, including 
surfing, stand up paddle boarding, windsurfing, mountain biking, triathlons, 
skating and BMX. 

• Easy and safe access to beaches and basic infrastructure to support 
water sports (e.g. storage, toilet amenities) is in high demand.  This 
presents opportunities for multi-use arrangements with existing clubs 
and emerging water sports providers (e.g. windsurfing club and angling 
club).

• Given the age profile of Shire residents, and the growing tourism market, 
the demand for activities which are less structured and more social 
will remain high. 

• Bass Coast has a large 'holiday' population at peak times throughout 
the year, all of whom have expectations around access to sport and active 
recreation opportunities. 

• There is a need for additional strategic planning for the future provision of 
shared pathways (walking, cycling/bike riding) and skate/BMX.

• Designated programs for specific groups and demographics  (e.g. 
Swell mamas) are being well supported by local communities.

Facilities

• The condition of existing facilities and supporting infrastructure (in 
particular change rooms, umpire rooms and sports field floodlighting) are 
substandard and are hindering club growth. 

• Increased demand for female and family friendly facilities (e.g. change 
rooms and amenities) driven by a recent increase in female participation 
rates, in particular AFL youth girls and soccer. 

• An indoor aquatic facility on Phillip Island is in high demand and there 
is strong support from the local community for the Bass Coast Aquatic 
and Leisure Centre redevelopment. 

• Sports field floodlighting was identified by local clubs as a priority to 
build the capacity of existing facilities.
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Sports Club Facility and Amenity Ratings 

Not relevant

Strongly disagree

Disagree

Neither agree or
disagree

Agree

Strongly agree

• The adjacent graph shows 
contrasting views from different 
clubs, offering different facilities and 
different programs and services. A 
common theme across all clubs 
however appears to be that clubs 
feel their facilities are well looked 
after and the fees charged to 
participate in local sport are 
reasonably priced. 

• Responses to whether clubs feel 
their facilities are appropriate for their 
needs and if they believe they have 
outgrown them is polarised, however 
all clubs feel ‘better facilities’ would 

lead to increased membership. This 
suggests that even the clubs who 
feel they have an adequate number 
of fields, courts, greens etc believe 
their facility requires upgrade and 
renewal. This is most likely through 
improvements to change rooms, 
amenities and social spaces. 
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The following pages provide some highlights from the online Sport and Active Recreation Club Survey relating to 

current sport and active recreation provision and condition across Bass Coast. For a more detailed analysis of the 

online Sport and Active Recreation Club Survey please refer to Part B of this Report – Bass Coast Sport and Active 

Recreation Needs Assessment Research Consultation and Key Findings Report. 
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• The adjacent graph shows the 
main building related 
infrastructure issues lie with 
player and umpire change 
rooms and showers, the 
provision of adequate first aid 
facilities and storage.  

• Community meeting spaces, 
bar facilities, canteen/kitchen, 
social amenities and toilets are 
generally viewed by all clubs as 
meeting their club needs and 
sport requirements. 
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• The above graph shows the main site amenities and on-field elements requiring priority improvement include floodlighting, court surfaces, 
spectator shelter and training areas. 

• Car parking, grassed playing fields, lawn bowls and croquet greens and access pathways were considered overall by local Bass Coast Shire 
clubs to be areas of on-field or site amenities that were in best condition and provision was adequate.  
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Facility Challenges and Demands

Ongoing day to day maintenance of facilities and ensuring they meet appropriate levels for play along with financing facility improvements are 
viewed by local clubs as the biggest challenges they face in meeting the facility demands and expectations of their individual sport/active recreation 
activity. It will be important to establish clear future maintenance responsibilities between Council, clubs and Committees of Management to ensure 
all facility components are being managed and maintained accordingly, and not being neglected. The condition and provision for player amenities is 
also a challenge identified by clubs not only via this survey but throughout all consultation activities.  
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When asked what three key challenges clubs faced in meeting the facility demands and expectations of their sport/active recreation 
pursuit clubs provided the following responses. 
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Clubs were asked to rank in order from 1 (highest priority) to 9 (lowest priority) club facility developments 
priorities with the following ratings information provided.  

1. Playing surface

2. Supporting infrastructure

3. Change rooms

4. Practice/Training Facilities 

5. Toilets

6. Indoor social amenities

7. Outdoor social/shaded area

8. Floodlighting

9. Off street car parking 

1. Playing surface 

2. Support infrastructure 

3. Change rooms  
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To gain a clearer understanding of the current sport and active recreation participation climate across the 
Shire and to assist with forecasting future trends and needs, individual club membership and participation 
data was collected from local sporting clubs, associations and peak sporting bodies for the past three years. 
While not all organisations completed the online survey (capturing membership trends from 2012-2015), the 
following highlights provide a snapshot of sports participation trends in Bass Coast. 

A detailed analysis of individual club membership trends and peak sporting body registered membership 
data for six highly participated sports in Bass Coast (basketball, AFL, netball, soccer, tennis and cricket) is 
provided in Part B of this report - Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation Needs Assessment Research 

Consultation and Key Findings Report. 

Summary of local sports participation

• The Phillip Island, Inverloch and Wonthaggi Soccer Clubs’ combined membership total has 

increased by 136 (285 to 421) over the past three years (48% increase).

• Local basketball participation remains steady with the Phillip Island and District Basketball 
Association experiencing the most growth (130 to 213) over the past three years. The Wonthaggi 
Basketball Association boasts the largest number of current members (391) while the Bass Valley 
Basketball Group’s membership has dropped from 100 to 40. 

• Local Football Netball clubs’ participation rates have remained relatively stable since 2012 with a 
combined increase of 88 additional members (1,085-1,173) assumed mainly due to the introduction of the 
youth girls AFL and Auskick programs. Note that data provided by the local AFL Gippsland Association 
towards the end of project consultation highlighted an increase of 86 additional participants in just AFL 
over the past three seasons, suggesting local higher growth in AFL than that reported by local clubs.

• The Wonthaggi and District Netball Association’s membership has increased by 22% (100 additional 
members) from 2012 to 2015. 

• Lawn bowls participation has decreased however is still one of the most highly participated in sports 
across the Shire. The recent conversion of the Inverloch Bowls Club green from natural grass to a 
synthetic surface and clubhouse improvements has however resulted in a spike in facility usage and 
membership levels. 

• Cricket participation remains steady with no real growth nor decline in participation levels over the last 
three years. 

• Tennis participation has remained steady over the past three years while croquet numbers have 
increased with an additional 24 players trying their hand at the sport over the past three years. 

• South Coast Athletics Club’s participation has declined slightly (59-47) while the Wonthaggi Little 
Athletics Club’s numbers have increased by 19% (113-135). 

• Local participation in table tennis has increased by 63% over the past three years with the Wonthaggi 
Table Tennis Association’s membership numbers rising from 40 to 65. 
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CURRENT SPORTS PARTICIPATION



Sport   Club/Association M’ship +/- 2012-2015 Club forecast +/- M’ship to

2020
Overall Trend 

2012-2015

AFL/Netball

Dalyston Football Netball Club 18% increase (260>308) Increasing by up to 20%

8% increase (+88)

Inverloch Kongwak Football Netball Club 9% increase (220>240) Increasing by up to 10%

Kilcunda Bass Football Netball Club Remained constant (185-185) Increasing by up to 10%

Phillip Island Football Netball Club 21% increase (190>230) Increasing by up to 10%

Wonthaggi Power Football Netball Club 9% decrease (230<210) Remaining constant 

Athletics 
South Coast Athletics 20% decrease (59<47) Decreasing by up to 10%

6% increase (+10)
Wonthaggi Little Athletics Club 19% increase (113>135) Increasing by up to 10%

Basketball

Bass Valley Basketball Group 60% decrease (100<40) Remaining the same

2% increase (+14)Phillip Island & District Basketball Association 64% increase (130>213) Increasing by up to 20% or more

Wonthaggi Basketball Association 2% decrease (400<391) Up to 20% or more

Cricket 

Glen Alvie Cricket Club 27% increase (55>70) Remaining constant 

6% increase (+25)
Inverloch Cricket Club 4% increase (115>120) Remaining constant 

Phillip Island District Cricket Club 10% decrease (155<140) Increasing by up to 10%

Wonthaggi Cricket Club (The Miners) 25% increase (80>100) Remaining constant 

Croquet

Phillip Island Croquet Club 29% increase (31>40) Increasing by up to 10%

36% increase (+24)
Wonthaggi Croquet Club 43% increase (35>50) Increasing by up to 20% or more

Golf

Lang Lang Golf Club 13% increase (400>450) Increasing by up to 10%

2% decrease (-26)Phillip Island Golf Club 10% decrease (523<467) N/A

Wonthaggi Golf Club 6% decrease (320<300) Remaining the same

Hockey Wonthaggi Hockey 25% decrease (16<12) Increasing by up to 10% 25% decrease (-4)

Increase

Decrease

Constant
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Sport Club Membership by Sport (2012-2015)
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Sport Club/Association M’ship +/- 2012-2015 Club forecast +/- M’ship to

2020
Overall Trend 2012-

2015

Lawn Bowls

Corinella Bowling Club 29% increase (48>62) Increasing by up to 20% or more

5.6% decrease (-36)

Inverloch Bowling Club 7% increase (139>149) Remaining constant 

Phillip Island Bowling Club 9% decrease (167<152) Increasing by up to 10%

San Remo Bowls Club 4% decrease (110<106) Remaining constant 

Wonthaggi Bowls Club 23% decrease (178<137) Decreasing by up to 10%

Martial Arts Sang Rok Judo Jiu Jitsu Club 20% increase (39>47) Increasing by up to 10% 20% increase (+8)

Netball (only) Wonthaggi and District Netball Association 22% increase (450>550) Increasing by up to 20% or more 22% increase (+100)

Soccer

Inverloch Stars Soccer Club 88% increase (80>150) Increasing by up to 20% or more

48% increase (+136)Phillip Island Soccer Club 35% increase (115>155) Increasing by up to 20% or more

Wonthaggi United Soccer Club 29% increase (90>116) Increasing by up to 20% or more

Swimming

Phillip Island Swimming Club 10% decrease (100<90) Decreasing by up to 10%

3% increase (+6)South Gippsland Swimming Club 29% increase (70>90) Increasing by up to 20% or more

Wonthaggi Underwater Hockey 10% decrease (40<36) Increasing by up to 20% or more

Table Tennis Wonthaggi Table Tennis Association 63% increase (40>65) Increasing by up to 20% or more 63% increase (+25)

Tennis

Grantville Tennis Club Remained constant (30-30) Remaining constant

7% increase (+40)

Inverloch Tennis Club 25% increase (160>200) Increasing by up to 20% or more

Phillip Island Tennis Club Remained constant  (190-190) Increasing by up to 10%

Rhyll Tennis Club 33% decrease (18-12) Remaining constant

Westernport Tennis Club 4% decrease (104<100) Increasing by up to 20% or more

Wonthaggi and District Tennis Club 12% increase (85>95) Increasing by up to 10%

Increase

Decrease

Constant
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Membership data in the above table has been provided by clubs during a project survey distributed by Council. Those clubs with no 

membership information listed did not provide a response to the survey.  



In order to estimate and predict future growth in individual sport participation and the 
potential need for additional or improved facilities, the following methods of analysis 
have been undertaken. 

• A review of State and National Exercise Recreation and Sport Survey (ERASS) 
data (2001-2010) and Children's Participation in Cultural and Leisure Activities
(2012);

• A review of local sport and active recreation club membership data and forecast 
future growth;

• A review of local sporting association data;
• Consultation with local sport clubs, associations, peak sporting bodies and the 

local Bass Coast community. 

While no one method is considered to provide definitive and accurate projections for 
how Bass Coast residents will choose to partake in local sporting opportunities 
between 2015 and 2031, the analysis identified the following key findings which are 
provided in more detail on the following pages.

• Local Football Netball Clubs are forecast to experience steady growth over the 
next 10-15 years with an approximate increase of 220-270 players for each 
sporting code. 

• Soccer has been the fastest growing sport over the past three years in Bass Coast, 
with this growth forecast to continue as a result of planned facility improvements 
and growth in Wonthaggi’s 5-14 year age group (age group most commonly 
associated with soccer participation). While it is not anticipated soccer participation 
numbers will continue to increase each year at 16% as has been the case in the 
past three years, a minimum 300 additional players are forecast for the Shire 
over the next 15 years. 

• While the current and future age profile of Bass Coast suggests increased demand 
for lawn bowls facilities, local club membership trends indicate otherwise with lawn 
bowls participation numbers (club members) forecast to remain the same. The 
recent spike in social and barefoot bowls at facilities such as the Inverloch Bowling 
Club may be where lawn bowls experiences its greatest growth in participation. 

• Steady growth in tennis, cricket and basketball is forecast commensurate with an 
increase in local population numbers. An estimated 150-200 additional players is 
forecast for each of these sporting pursuits by 2031. 

• Athletics and croquet are forecast to experience minor growth over the next 15 
years with both sports projected to see an approximate increase of between 50 
and 100 members over the next 15 years. 
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FUTURE SPORTS PARTICIPATION 
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Exercise Recreation and Sports Survey (ERASS)
The Exercise, Recreation and Sport Survey (ERASS) was a joint 
initiative of the Australian Sports Commission and State and Territory 
Departments of Sport and Recreation, conducted on an annual basis 
between 2001 and 2010.

The ERASS collected information on the frequency, duration, nature and 
type of activities participated in by persons aged 15 years and over for 
exercise, recreation or sport during the 12 months prior to interview. 
Participation means active ‘playing’ participation, and does not include 

coaching, refereeing, being a spectator or activities related to work, 
household chores or gardening duties.

ERASS ceased at the end of 2010 with adult national sport and 
recreation participation statistics now being collected by the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics (ABS).

11 sports have been analysed to determine the potential future market 
and likely participation numbers within the Bass Coast Shire to 2031.

Future sport participation projections are developed by combining Bass 
Coast Shire forecast population increases and individual state and 
national sporting participation rates (ERASS). 

35

Key participation projection findings include: 

• Swimming (1,176) is forecast to experience the largest total 
participation growth over the next 15 years, followed by tennis 
(603), golf (427), AFL (345), basketball (320), netball (283) and soccer 
(274). It should be noted that local tennis club membership data does 
not support this forecast increase in organised participation, however 
does suggest continued healthy levels of casual or informal tennis 
activity.  

• The majority of growth in organised sports participation is 
forecast to occur on the mainland, more specifically the south 
mainland project planning area which by 2031 is forecast to produce 
approximately 50% of the Shire’s total participation in organised sport. 

This is due partly to the higher population numbers in the Wonthaggi 
and Inverloch townships, but also the younger profile of the south 
mainland project planning area and the subsequent link with organised 
sport (e.g. soccer, basketball). 

• The four largest forecast percentage increases in sports 
participation across the Shire are lawn bowls (33.1%), AFL 
(29.5%), athletics (28.8%) and basketball (28.4%). Consultation with 
local bowls clubs suggests however that this forecast participation trend 
is not reflective of the local lawn bowls participation climate, with the 
exception of the Inverloch Bowling Club which has seen healthy growth 
following the recent installation of their synthetic green and clubhouse 
improvements.  

• The three largest forecast percentage increases in sports participation 
in the Phillip Island planning area are consistent with the Shire’s 

trend with lawn bowls (34%) and tennis and AFL (both 23.1%). 

• The north mainland project planning area is forecast to see its 
largest percentage growth in lawn bowls (34.9%), and swimming 
(22.6%). 

• In contrast to the Phillip Island and north mainland project planning 
areas, the south mainland project planning area area will experience 
its largest percentage growth in sports more associated with junior 
participation, including AFL (37.5%), athletics (37%) and basketball 
(36.7%). 

SPORT / 
ACTIVITY 2015 2020 2025 2030 + / - % 

Increase
Swimming 4,252 4,597 4,976 5,428 1,176 27.6%

Tennis 2,176 2,350 2,546 2,779 603 27.7%
Golf 1,635 1,736 1,884 2,062 427 26.1%
AFL 1,169 1,276 1,387 1,514 345 29.5%

Basketball 1,123 1,213 1,320 1,443 320 28.4%
Netball 1,025 1,102 1,197 1,308 283 27.7%
Soccer 1,021 1,087 1,183 1,295 274 26.8%

Lawn Bowls 891 985 1,081 1,186 295 33.1%
Cricket 851 916 995 1,087 235 27.7%

Athletics 236 254 277 303 68 28.8%
Hockey 214 228 248 271 57 26.4%
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It should be noted that the above and adjacent future sport growth 

predictions are based on state and national participation rates and forecast 

Bass Coast population change between 2015 and 2030. Bass Coast Shire’s 

actual participation rates for most sports fall well below state and national 

rates, hence future participation projections are significantly inflated via this 

model of calculation. 
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Local sporting club and association membership data 
In order to predict more realistic future growth in individual sports across 
Bass Coast between 2015 and 2031, the following three methods of 
analysis have been conducted. 

• Application of individual sport ERASS forecast percentage increases 
between 2015 and 2030 (see last column of table on previous page)
to actual 2015 Bass Coast local club membership figures.  Table 1

• Application of each sports combined average annual membership 
percentage increase (2012-2015) over the next 16 years. Table 2

• Application of each sports combined average yearly membership 
increase (2012-2015) over the next 16 years. Table 3

• Application of each sports penetration rate (number of registered 
2015 playing members to Bass Coast population) to Bass Coast’s 

2031 forecast population. Table 4 
The following tables do not include all sports participated in across Bass 

Coast due to participation data either not provided during project 

research or not being reflective of overall Shire participation (e.g. one 

club from one sporting code providing data). 

SPORT

BASS COAST 
COLLECTIVE 

CLUB 
MEMBERSHIP 

(2015)

2015-2030 %
INCREASE 
(ERASS)

GROWTH TOTAL 
2030 

AFL 774 29.5% 229 1,003

Netball 673 27.7% 187 860

Cricket 646* 27.7% 179 825

Lawn Bowls 606 33.1% 201 807

Basketball 604 28.4% 172 776

Tennis 560 27.7% 151 711

Soccer 416 26.8% 112 528

Athletics 182 28.8% 52 234

Croquet 90 36.3%* 33 123

SPORT Ave Yearly
Increase    

(2012-2015)

2015 Increase (ave yearly increase x 
16)

Total

AFL/Netball +29.3 1447 469 1,916

Cricket +8.33 646 133 779

Lawn Bowls -12 606 -192 414

Basketball +4.66 644 75 679

Tennis +13.3 560 213 773

Soccer +45.3 416 724 1,140

Athletics +3.3 182 53 235

Croquet + 8 90 128 218

SPORT 2012-2015 % Increase 2015 2031 +/-

AFL/Netball +8% (2.66% per year ave) 1447 2,203 756

Cricket +6% (2% per year ave) 646 886 240

Lawn Bowls -5.6% (1.87% per year ave) 606 447 -159

Basketball +2.2% (0.75% per year ave) 644 723 79

Tennis +7% (2.33% per year ave) 560 808 248

Soccer +48% (16% per year ave) 416 4,489 4,073

Athletics +6% (2% per year ave) 182 251 69

Croquet +36.3% (12.1% per year ave) 90 557 467

SPORT 2015 
Membership

Penetration Rate                     
(Number of players to 2015 Bass 

Coast population) 

Projected
total 2031

+/-

AFL 774 0.024% 1,014 240

Netball 673 0.021% 887 218

Cricket 646* 0.020% 845 199

Lawn Bowls 606 0.019% 803 197

Basketball 604 0.019% 803 199

Tennis 560 0.017% 718 158

Soccer 416 0.013 549 133

Athletics 182 0.005% 211 29

Croquet 90 0.003% 127 37

Table 1: ERASS Projections

Table 2: Club Projections (%)

Table 3: Club Projections (number)

Table 4: Club Penetration Rate

* Not all cricket club membership data was provided hence the average club 
membership number has been applied to estimate total participation numbers.
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With specific participation rates for informal recreation activities such as 
windsurfing, surfing, fishing and mountain biking unavailable, predicting 
the need for future active recreation participation across Bass Coast is 
difficult. 

Information provided during stakeholder consultation findings and local 
participation data provides the following demand indicators for active 
recreation.

• ‘Lifestyle’ and ‘extreme’ sports and activities are growing in 

popularity including surfing, stand up paddle boarding, triathlon 
windsurfing, mountain biking, skating and BMX.

• Passive recreation pursuits including walking, jogging, bike 
riding and recreational swimming are the most highly participated 
in activities across the Shire (across both sport and active recreation 
activities). 

• Fishing is popular with local clubs recording a combined 
average membership increase of 87% (219 to 410) over the past 
three years. 

• Skate and BMX activity is increasing with the 4shore Sk8 Park 
Club reporting 1500 members/users of local skate and BMX facilities 
during 2014/15. 

• The Inverloch Windsurfing Club’s membership has increased by 

22% (185-225) between 2012 and 2015. 

• Woolamai Beach Surf Life Saving Club’s membership has 

increased by 25% (800 to 1,000) over the past three years, while 
the Inverloch Surf Life Saving Club’s membership has 

decreased by 23 (194 to 171). 

• Participation in yachting has increased by 10% over the past 
three years with a total 1,468 members between the Cowes, 
Newhaven, Rhyll and South Gippsland Yacht Clubs. 

• The introduction of the Inverloch Park Run has been well received 
with almost 900 participants taking part in 2015 and the 
establishment of a second event on Churchill Island. 
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Active Recreation Club M’ship +/- 2012-2015 Club forecast +/- M’ship to 2020 Overall Trend 2012-2015

Bicycle / Motorbike 
/ Triathlon 

Bass Coast Barracudas Triathlon 17% increase (600>700) Increasing by up to 10%

4% decrease (-44)Dandenong Motorcycle Club 29% decrease (510<360) Increasing by up to 10%

Phillip Island Bicycle User Group 14% increase (44>50) Increasing by up to 20% or more

Equestrian
Bass Valley Pony Club Remained constant (26-26) Remaining the same Remained constant

Woolamai & District Racing Clubs Remained constant            (2,500 
visits per meet) Remaining the same Remained constant

Fishing
Andersons Inlet Angling Club 30% increase (69-90) Remaining the same

87% increase (+191)
Rhyll Phillip Island Angling Club 88% increase (150>320) Remaining the same

Guides
Phillip Island Girls Guides 271% increase (7>26) Increasing by up to 10%

142% increase (+27)
Wonthaggi Girl Guides 67% increase (12>20) Increasing by up to 10%

Indoor Bowls
Kilcunda Carpet Bowling 10% decrease (20<18) Remaining the same

12% decrease (-6)
Newhaven Indoor Bowling 13% decrease (31<27) Remaining the same

Leisure Centre Wonthaggi Aquatic and Leisure Centre 14% decrease (1400<1200) Remaining the same 14% decrease (-200)

Skate/BMX
Wonthaggi Skateboarders Remained constant (10-10) Remaining the same

1500% increase (+1500)
4Shore Sk8 Park Club 1500% increase (0>1500) Increasing by up to 20% or more

Surf/Beach

Inverloch Windsurfing Club 22% increase (185>225) Increasing by up to 10%

13% increase (+180)

Inverloch Surf Life Saving Club 12% decrease (194<171) Increasing by up to 10%

Phillip Island Boardriding Club 21% decrease (120<95) Increasing by up to 20%

Swell Mamma’s 24% decrease (51<39) Remaining the same

Woolamai Beach Surf Life Saving Club 25% increase (800>1,000) Increasing by up to 20% or more

Walking Groups &
Trails Wonthaggi Bush and Beach Walking Club 21% increase (34>41) Remaining the same Remained constant

Yachting

Cowes Yacht Club 40% increase (200>280) Increasing by up to 10%

10% increase (+139)
Newhaven Yacht Squadron 5% increase (1,010>1,056) Increasing by up to 10%

Rhyll Yacht Club 12% decrease (59<52) Remaining the same

South Gippsland Yacht Club 33% increase (60>80) Increasing by up to 10%

Other

Kilcunda Tai Chi 57% increase (4>11) Remaining the same 57% increase (+7)

Bass Coast Paintball Remained constant (20-20) Increasing by up to 10% Remained constant

Inverloch Park Run 889% increase (0>889) Increasing by up to 20% or more 889% increase (+889)

Dalyston Dance 75% increase (40>70) Increasing by up to 10% 75% increase (+30)

Wonthaggi and District Agricultural Society Remained constant (5,000) Increasing by up to 10% Remained constant

Wonthaggi Dog Obedience Club 40% increase 150>210 Increasing by up to 20% 40% increase (+60)

Increase

Decrease

Constant 

Active Recreation Club Membership by Activity (2012-2015)
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Membership 

data in the 

adjacent table 

has been 

provided by 

clubs during a 

project survey 

distributed by 

Council. Those 

clubs with no 

membership 

information listed 

did not provide a 

response to the 

survey.  
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Bass Coast Sport  and Active Recreation Participation • As has been the trend across all project consultation 
and demand analysis, walking continues to be the 
most popular recreation activity across Bass Coast. 
While this project is not directly addressing walking 
paths and trails, it is important to recognise the 
importance of providing shared pathways that are 
safe and accessible for the local community. 

• Swimming (mainly indoor), basketball, netball and 
windsurfing round out the top five most participated 
in sport and active recreation activities by survey 
respondents. Participation in both swimming and 
highball sports (basketball and netball) is high 
across the Shire and as has been identified 
throughout demand assessment and consultation as 
a gap in Council’s current and future sport and active 

recreation provision.   

• Water sports including windsurfing and surfing/body 
boarding and to a lesser extent kayaking and fishing, 
were also sports survey respondents were 
participating in. This highlights the need for Council 
and its partners to ensure easy and safe access to 
beaches is available, and that basic infrastructure to 
support these forms of active recreation is 
considered in future capital improvements (e.g. 
storage, toilet amenities etc). 

• A healthy number of participants involved in female 
AFL competition is also of note, and should be 
considered with regard to ensuring adequate change 
and amenity facilities for this sporting activity.  
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The Online Sport and Active Recreation Community Survey also provided the following information which has been used to inform and assess 
future need for individual sport and active recreation pursuits facility provision and development. 
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Council Sport and/or Active Recreation PrioritiesCommunity Survey respondents were asked to rank 
in order (from 1 to 3, with 1 being most important) 
what they believed should be Council’s top three 

priorities and key focus areas in terms of future 
sport and active recreation provision. 

For the purposes of summarising and identifying the 
key priority areas a weighting system was applied 
(priority 1 = 5 points, priority 2 = 3 points, priority 1 
= 1 point) and some responses categorised under 
headings. 

The adjacent graph identifies quite clearly, three 
areas that survey respondents feel should be 
priority focus areas for Council in the short term 
future. They include: 

1. Improved aquatics facility provision

2. Multi-court and multi-purpose stadium (indoor)

3. Shared pathways and trails

The adjacent graph also highlights the recognition 
and awareness from the local community that 
providing new, bigger and better facilities is not the 
only answer, and that focussing of improving 
supporting facility amenities (e.g. change rooms, 
shower and toilet amenities) and building the 
capacity of existing facilities to accommodate 
greater and more enjoyable sport and active 
recreation opportunities is just as important. 
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Current sport and active recreation participation 

Quantitative data collected during Farmers Market consultation in Grantville, Inverloch and on Churchill Island provided the following information 
relating to current sport and active recreation participation and future demand for sport and active recreation provision across the Shire.  

• Informal recreation activities including walking, bike riding, fishing, indoor swimming and walking the dog were the top fivemost participated 
in sport and recreation activities, emphasising the need for Council to continue to support unstructured recreation. 

• Despite a higher majority of older adults across the Shire, Skate and BMX participation is prevalent, demonstrating a need for Council to 
address this form of active recreation across the Shire. 

• Golf, AFL, Tennis, Basketball and Netball recorded the highest levels of organised sport participation by market attendees, although levels of 
participation were far less in organised sport than informal recreation. It is assumed the demographic attending the Farmers’Market has 
influenced this finding and this is not necessarily a reflection of the Shire in its entirety.  

• Interestingly soccer, an emerging sport in the shire, recorded lower than expected levels of participation however this is again attributed to 
the age profile of Farmers’ Market ‘goers’.  

• The wide breadth of sport and active recreation opportunities recorded (53) demonstrates a good level of sport and active recreation 
provision across the Shire. 
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Desired sport and active recreation provision 

• A new and/or improved aquatics facility on Phillip Island and the mainland received an overwhelming response from local residents at each of 
the Farmers’ Markets. 

• Improved condition and greater access to shared pathways (more provision) for bike riding, walking and running/jogging was considered a 
high priority by locals, demonstrating the need for Council to consider the development of a Shire wide Walking and Cycling Strategy. 

• Despite a higher number of older adults attending the Farmers’ Markets, a demand for greater Skate and BMX provision was evident at each 
market. This demand came from not only the younger generation, but also the more elderly who viewed this form of active recreation as an 
important vehicle for engaging the Shire’s youth in community recreation. 

• Demand for greater organised sports (and related infrastructure) was underwhelming at the Farmers’ Markets, due mainly to the

demographic attending. That being said, onsite surveying highlighted the important role informal and unstructured active recreation plays 
across the Shire, particularly for the older adult demographic. 
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3. PHILLIP ISLAND PROJECT PLANNING 
AREA NEEDS, FINDINGS & PRIORITIES 

Included in this section:  

• Planning area demographic snapshot and related implications for future sport and active recreation  

• Planning area facility provision

• Planning area sport and active recreation site mapping

• Key stakeholder consultation findings
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The Phillip Island project planning area is the second largest of the 
three planning areas with 11,568 local residents in 2015 and a forecast 
14,755 by 2031. The ‘Island’ is renown for being an older demographic 

and a popular place of residence for retirees, however demographic 
projections also forecast healthy growth in the 5-14 year age cohort. As 
is the trend across the Shire, the age cohort of 15-34 has the lowest 
population with this demographic group often migrating from the Shire 
to pursue opportunities (mainly employment) in metropolitan areas.   

Key demographic statistics: 

• The Phillip Island project planning area is forecast to increase by 
3,187 (28%) people by 2031, with the majority of this growth being in 
the Township of Cowes (2,230). 

• 35% of the Bass Coast Shire’s 2015 population reside within the 

Phillip Island project planning area, with this figure forecast to 
increase by a minimal 1% to 36% by 2031. 

• San Remo is forecast to experience the largest percentage growth 
(45%) followed by Cowes – Ventnor and District (35%) and the 
Phillip Island Balance area (10%). 

• 53.5% of the 2015 population is aged 45 years or over with this 
figure increasing moderately to 55.1% by 2031. 

• The 65 plus age cohort represents the largest demographic in the 
Phillip Island project planning area, with just under 3,000 local 
residents (26% of the 2015 population). This figure is forecast to 
grow by 42% (4,250) by 2031. 

• The age cohort of 5-14 years is forecast to increase by 30% (369 
additional people) between 2015 and 2031. This is the second 
largest percentage increase behind the 65 plus age cohort. 

• The smallest forecast percentage growth is in the age cohorts of 25-
34 (17%) and 15-24 years (18%).  

Implications for Sport and Active Recreation

With forecast population growth in both older adults and young children, 
the Phillip Island project planning area will require a balanced approach 
to future sport and active recreation provision. Informal and social sport 
and active recreation pursuits for older adults including walking, dog 
walking, swimming, bike riding, golf, lawn bowls, croquet and tennis will 
remain in high demand on the Island and San Remo as identified in the 
2011 Phillip Island Sport and Active Recreation Needs Assessment.  
Structured sports with traditionally high junior participation rates in the 
age cohort of 5-14 years including soccer, AFL, netball, basketball and 
cricket will also remain popular.

Due to the Island’s coastal location and subsequent tourism and ‘holiday 

goer’ attraction, lifestyle sports and activities, in particular water sports 

(e.g. surfing, yachting, swimming, stand up paddling and fishing) will 
continue their popularity as will skate and BMX activities. 

Provision and support for less physical health and wellbeing activities 
including pilates, yoga, tai chi, hydrotherapy and group fitness classes 
must remain in the forefront of Council and sport and active recreation 
provider’s planning to ensure the ageing Phillip Island and San Remo 

communities continue to have access to appropriate sport and active 
recreation opportunities in line with their physical capabilities.  
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PHILLIP ISLAND PROJECT PLANNING AREA
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Facility Sport Component

Blue Gum Reserve
Croquet 2 x croquet lawns and clubhouse

Disk Golf 9 holes

Cowes Future 
Recreation Land N/A Open space

Cowes Recreation 
Reserve

Cricket Oval, synthetic pitch, cricket net (3), 
pavilion

Football Oval and pavilion

Netball Netball courts (2)

Tennis Tennis courts (4) and clubhouse (used 
by netballers also) 

Skate/BMX Concrete skate facility

Newhaven 
Recreation Reserve

Cricket Oval, synthetic pitch, pavilion

Soccer Soccer field (2), pavilion

Tennis Tennis court (4)

Skate/BMX Skate ramp

Phillip Island Bowls 
Club Lawn Bowls Lawn bowls green (2 synthetic), pavilion 

Phillip Island
Leisure Centre

Indoor sports (e.g. 
basketball, netball, 
squash, indoor 
soccer)

Stadium Court (1), squash court (1)

Fitness Gymnasium and group fitness space

Rhyll Park Tennis Tennis Court (2)

Rhyll Cricket 
Ground

Cricket
Archery Oval

San Remo 
Recreation Reserve

Highball (basketball 
and netball) Stadium court (1)

Tennis Tennis court (4)

Lawn bowls Lawn bowls green (1 – natural grass), 
pavilion 
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Below is a summary of Phillip Island project planning area key 
findings identified through consultation with a range of 
stakeholder groups. 

• Informal recreation activities including walking, bike 
riding/cycling, swimming, dog walking, fishing and bird 
watching were the most reported recreation activities during 
consultation at the Churchill Island Farmers’ Market. 

• An indoor aquatics facility with a hydrotherapy / warm water 
pool on Phillip Island is in high demand from the local swimming 
club and the older adults.

• A multi-court indoor highball stadium is in high demand by the 
Phillip Island and District Basketball Association.

• Golf and tennis were the highest participation sports, supporting 
the findings that these ‘social sports’ (along with lawn bowls) are 
more prevalent in the Phillip Island project planning area which has 
a more elderly demographic (retirees).

• An upgraded skate park on Phillip Island or in San Remo, and 
increasing the number and condition of shared pathways,
were well supported, as was an increased provision for dog off-
leash areas. 

• The current skate and BMX facility at Cowes Recreation Reserve 
requires redevelopment and relocation to a more visible and user 
friendly location.

• The Phillip Island Soccer Club is growing and despite the recent 
improvements to Newhaven Recreation Reserve, may require 
additional fields, improved player change rooms and sports 
field floodlighting to accommodate future growth. 

• The Phillip Island Football Netball Club’s number one priority is 

improvements to their pavilion and player change rooms and 
amenities. 
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KEY CONSULTATION FINDINGS

• Neither the Phillip Island nor San Remo Bowls Clubs have 
experienced significant membership growth, indicating the number 
of lawn bowls greens is adequate in the short to medium term. 
Should future demand increase the San Remo Bowls Club has been 
identified in the 2011 Phillip Island Spot and Active Recreation 
Assessment as a site for future expansion. 

• The Rhyll Phillip Island Angling Club’s membership has increased 
significantly over the past three years (150-320), placing pressure 
on the capacity of their clubhouse facilities. 

• The Phillip Island Croquet Club is seeking a third lawn following 
steady membership growth over the past three years.

• Water sports, in particular surfing and yachting, are increasing in 
popularity with local clubs seeking additional supporting 
infrastructure (e.g. storage, toilets and change amenities). 

There is a strong need to develop an indoor aquatics facility on Phillip 

Island to accommodate both swimming club and casual community 

usage. 

Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation Needs Assessment - Final Report - February 2016



47

4. NORTH MAINLAND PROJECT PLANNING 
AREA NEEDS, FINDINGS & PRIORITIES 

Included in this section:  

• Planning area demographic snapshot and related implications for future sport and active recreation  

• Planning area facility provision

• Planning area sport and active recreation site mapping

• Key stakeholder consultation findings
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The North Mainland project planning area has the smallest population of 
the three project planning areas, yet in terms of total area is larger than 
the other two combined. The North Mainland project planning area is 
forecast to increase from 6,257 people in 2015 to 7,904 in 2031. Of the 
forecast increased 1,647 residents between 2015 and 2031, only 320 will 
be aged 24 or under with the majority of residents being aged retirees 
enjoying the more rural lifestyle environment. 

Key demographic statistics: 

• The North Mainland project planning area is forecast to increase by 
1,647 people (26%) by 2031, with the majority of this growth being in 
the Waterline area (1,127). 

• Only 19% of the Bass Coast Shire’s 2015 population reside within the 

North Mainland project planning area. This percentage is forecast to 
remain the same to 2031. 

• The Waterline area is forecast to experience the largest percentage 
growth (30%) followed by the Rural Balance area (21%). 

• Similar to the Phillip Island project planning area, 53.3% of the 2015 
population is aged 45 years or over with this figure increasing 
moderately to 54.7% by 2031. 

• The 65 plus age cohort represents the largest demographic in the 
North Mainland project planning area, with just over 1,400 local 
residents (22.5% of the 2015 population). This figure is forecast to 
grow by 47% (2,066) by 2031. 

• The age cohorts of 5-14 and 35-44 years are both forecast to increase 
by 27% (187 and 212 respectively) between 2015 and 2031. This is 
the second largest percentage increase behind the 65 plus age cohort. 

• The smallest forecast percentage growth is in the age cohorts of 55-64 
(15%) and 15-24 (15%).  

Implications for Sport and Active Recreation

The majority of the North Mainland project planning area’s population 

growth will be via older adults, potentially moving to the more peaceful 
and rural area to enjoy retirement, or those with ties to the farming and 
agricultural industry. 

Given the demographic profile and lower forecast population growth, 
demand for additional sport and active recreation facilities within the 
North Mainland project planning area is considered to be less than on 
Phillip Island and the South Mainland. 

Priorities for the North Mainland project planning area are to build the 
capacity of existing sport and active recreation facilities.  Improving 
facility condition and access to popular activities such as walking, 
jogging and mountain bike riding, horse riding, beach access and water 
sport activities are the key focus areas.
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NORTH MAINLAND PROJECT PLANNING AREA
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Facility Sport Component

Bass Recreation 
Reserve

AFL Oval and pavilion

Cricket Oval (2), synthetic cricket pitch (2), 
cricket net (2), pavilion 

Netball Netball court (1), informal half court 
warm up area and pavilion  

Dalyston Recreation 
Reserve

AFL Oval and pavilion

Cricket Oval and pavilion, synthetic cricket 
pitch, cricket net (2)

Netball Netball courts (2), change rooms

Fred Gration Reserve

BMX BMX track

Netball/Bas
ketball

Netball/Basketball court (1)

Informal 
sports

Open space (located on retarding
basin) 

Glen Alvie Recreation 
Reserve

Cricket Oval, synthetic cricket pitch, cricket net 
(3), pavilion

Glen Forbes Recreation 
Reserve

Tennis Tennis court (1)

Grantville Recreation 
Reserve

Tennis Tennis court (2)

Harold Hughes Reserve
Tennis Tennis court (2)

Lawn Bowls Synthetic bowls green (1)

Kernot Hall Recreation 
Reserve

Tennis Tennis court (2)
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Below is a summary of North Mainland project planning area key 
findings identified through consultation with a range of 
stakeholder groups. 

• Informal recreation pursuits including fishing, skating / BMX, bike 
riding and walking the dog were the most popular recreation 
activities reported at the Grantville Farmers’ Market. Access to a 

new and/or improved indoor aquatics facility (for recreational 
swimming, aquatic education and hydrotherapy sessions) along with 
greater provision for basketball were considered the highest 
priorities by market attendees. 

• The Grantville Tennis Club is seeking resurfacing works to their 
two tennis courts and the Bass Valley Pony Club improvements to 
their arena surface and clubrooms. 

• There is interest in mountain biking at the back of Grantville in 
the Gurdies by a mountain biking group based in Wonthaggi.

• The Dalyston Football Netball Club is seeking improvements to 
clubroom and change facilities and the Kilcunda Bass Football 
Netball Club sports field floodlighting. 

• Demand for commercial horse training is growing and becoming 
an issue along the beach fronts (conflict between public and horse 
riders), in particular between Coronet Bay and Corinella. Conflict 
between recreational horse riders and walkers/runners is also an 
issue. 

• The Glen Alvie Recreation Reserve Committee of Management 
(COM) reported an ageing population, with a sedentary and not 
overly healthy lifestyle. They believe there needs to be greater 
promotion of passive recreation opportunities within the 
township to encourage the older generations to be more active. The 
COM believe there is opportunity for more use of the community 
building for indoor recreation (carpet bowls), however there 
needs to be some buy in and interest from the locals. 
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KEY CONSULTATION FINDINGS • The Kernot Hall and Reserve COM has received expressions of 
interest by the local community to use the hall for line dancing, 
group fitness classes and playgroup. The COM are willing to hire 
the facility out to user groups, however believe there is nobody 
prepared to run the programs and don’t feel they have the 

capacity to do so with their ageing committee. 

• The Glen Forbes Recreation Reserve receives minimal usage as 
the Glen Forbes community is very small. The COM view 
increased usage of the site as key to its future sustainability. The 
COM has recently formed a mixed over 35’s social basketball 

competition where local community members play against in each 
other in friendly, social matches once a week. This has been 
arranged via a deal with Bass Valley Primary School. 

• The Coronet Bay Reserves COM believe the oval space adjacent to 
the BMX facility (Fred Gration Reserve) could be more heavily 
utilised for organised sport (junior matches or training) and/or 
active recreation. The COM are in frequent contact with the local 
community and believe facility enhancements of most interest to 
surrounding residents would be a permanent skate ramp, some 
outdoor fitness/exercise stations, dog exercise stations and 
potentially a tennis court. 
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5. SOUTH MAINLAND PROJECT PLANNING 
AREA NEEDS, FINDINGS AND PRIORITIES 

Included in this section:  

• Planning area demographic snapshot and related implications for future sport and active recreation  

• Planning area facility provision

• Planning area sport and active recreation site mapping

• Key stakeholder consultation findings
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Implications for Sport and Active Recreation

The South Mainland project planning area has the majority of sport and 
active recreation participation within Bass Coast.  This is due to its larger 
population and younger demographic, but also the greater volume of 
sport and active recreation facilities and services available. 

While active recreation pursuits and ‘lifestyle’ sports remain popular in the 

south (e.g. windsurfing and surfing), structured sporting competition is 
most prevalent (mainly in Wonthaggi and Inverloch), increasing the 
demand for high participation sports including basketball, netball, soccer 
and AFL. 

With a younger age profile than Phillip Island, San Remo and the north, 
and a forecast 1,570 additional people aged 24 and under by 2031 
(compared with 1,033 for the Phillip Island and North Mainland project 
planning areas combined), the South Mainland area presents a ‘hot spot’ 

for future junior participation in sport and active recreation participation. 

Provision for the 35-44 year olds will also be important for the south, 
typically an age group interested more in unstructured and flexible sport 
and active recreation opportunities due to work and family commitments 
(e.g. walking, running, bike riding, group fitness classes and gym). 

With almost one third of the South Mainland project planning area’s 

population forecast to be aged 65 or over by the year 2031, social and 
less physical sport and active recreation options (e.g. tennis, golf, 
walking, fishing) will remain popular as is the trend across the Shire.

The South Mainland project planning area has the largest population of 
the three project planning areas with 14,497 local residents in 2015 and 
a forecast 19,590 by 2031. This project planning area has the youngest 
age profile of the three planning areas yet is still dominated by an 
ageing community with 50% of local residents aged 45 years or over. 
However, in contrast to the North Mainland and Phillip Island project 
planning areas, the percentage of residents aged 45 years or over is 
forecast to decrease, albeit it by only 1.4%.  

Key demographic statistics: 

• The South Mainland project planning area is forecast to increase by 
5,093 people (35%) by 2031, with the majority of this growth being in 
Wonthaggi and North Wonthaggi (3,730). 

• 45% of the Bass Coast Shire’s 2015 population reside within the 

South Mainland project planning area. This percentage is forecast to 
increase by 1% to 2031. 

• North Wonthaggi is forecast to experience the largest percentage 
growth (61%) followed by Wonthaggi (32%) and Inverloch (25%).  

• The 65 plus age cohort is again the most highly represented 
demographic group in the South Mainland project planning area, 
with just under 3,700 local residents (25.3% of the 2015 population). 
This figure is forecast to grow by 36% (5,000) by 2031. 

• The age cohorts of 5-14 and 35-44 years are both forecast to 
experience the largest percentage growth of 43% (2,397 and 2,338 
respectively) between 2015 and 2031, indicating future growth in 
young families within the Wonthaggi and Inverloch townships. 

• The smallest forecast percentage growth is in the age cohorts of 55-
64 (22%) and 25-34 (32%).  
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SOUTH MAINLAND PROJECT PLANNING AREA
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Facility Sport Component

Bass Coast Aquatic 
and Leisure Centre

Indoor sports (e.g. basketball, netball, 
badminton, volleyball, indoor soccer)

Stadium court (1)

Swimming 25m lap pool (6 lanes) and toddler pool

Gymnastics Removable gymnastics equipment

Fitness Gymnasium and group fitness space

Cape Paterson Sports 
Facility 

Tennis Tennis court (1)

Basketball Basketball court (1)

Inverloch Community 
Hub 

Indoor sports (basketball, netball, 
badminton, volleyball, indoor soccer)

Stadium court (1)

Skate/BMX Concrete skate/BMX facility 

Inverloch Bowling 
Club

Lawn bowls Lawn bowls green (2 – one synthetic, one 
grass), pavilion 

Inverloch Recreation 
Reserve

AFL Oval and pavilion

Cricket Oval, synthetic cricket pitch, pavilion, cricket 
nets (2)

Netball Netball court (2)

McMahon Reserve
Cricket Oval, synthetic pitch, cricket net (3) pavilion 

Soccer Soccer field (2) and pavilion 

Thompson Reserve

Cricket Oval, turf pitch, cricket nets (2 synthetic, 5 
turf), pavilion

Soccer Soccer Field (2) and pavilion 

Tennis Tennis courts (6) and clubhouse

BMX Dirt BMX track

Wonthaggi Bowls Club Lawn Bowls Lawn bowls green (2 – natural grass)

Wonthaggi Recreation 
Reserve

AFL Oval, pavilion, gymnasium

Cricket Oval (2), synthetic and turf pitches, pavilion, 
cricket net (3)

Netball Netball court (7) and clubhouse

Croquet Croquet lawn (2) and clubhouse 

Tennis Tennis courts (8) and clubhouse 

Table Tennis Hall space

Fishing Clubhouse

Dog Obedience Clubhouse and open space 54

EXISTING FACILITY SUPPLY



55



Below is a high level summary of South Mainland  project 
planning area key consultation findings identified through 
consultation with a range of stakeholder groups. 

• The proposed Bass Coast Aquatic and Leisure Centre 
Redevelopment Plan has strong support from the local 
community, particularly the swimming and indoor sporting club user 
groups (basketball and netball mainly). The impacts the proposed 
redevelopment will have on the Wonthaggi Croquet Club and 
Wonthaggi and District Tennis Club require clarification in the 
short to mid term, with both clubs uncertain of their future facility 
location, hence impacting on facility planning and development. A 
Reserve Master Plan that considers the relationship between 
existing tenants and buildings and subsequent multi-use 
opportunities to enhance the site’s capacity and efficiency was 

considered a priority of tenant clubs consulted during the needs 
assessment. 

• Both Inverloch and Wonthaggi Soccer Clubs are experiencing 
healthy growth, however require additional supporting infrastructure 
to accommodate future expansion (e.g. sports field floodlighting, 
change rooms, storage). 

• Water sports along the Inverloch beachfront are increasing in 
popularity however a lack of facility provision (mainly storage and 
shelter) is causing issues for user groups. 

• Improving the condition of existing and number of shared pathways 
for bike riding, running and walking along with an indoor heated 
pool received the most support from the local community during the 
Inverloch Farmers’ Market. 
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KEY CONSULTATION FINDINGS
• Opportunities exist for increased utilisation of primary and 

secondary school facilities however there is a reluctance (from 
schools) to hire out facilities due to a concern of injury and/or 
insurance claims from local clubs or the public. Indoor stadiums 
present the best opportunity for greater usage however most are 
non compliant for competitions (dimensions do not meet preferred 
standards), meaning midweek training is the only programming 
option. 

• As was the trend across the Shire, a demand for improved and/or 
more skate and BMX facilities was supported throughout project 
consultation. 

• With the youngest age profile of the three project planning areas 
(and forecast growth in 5-14 year olds), greater engagement and 
opportunities for the youth of Wonthaggi and Inverloch 
received strong support and was viewed as being crucial to 
maintaining a balanced demographic spread across the Shire. 

• There is a need to develop the greenfield site adjacent the 
Wonthaggi Education Precinct to cater for forecast population 
growth and demand for purpose built sporting facilities. This 
site is also an alternate venue for high ball as it is not reliant on the 
staged redevelopment of facilities at the Bass Coast Aquatic and 
Leisure Centre. 

Windsurfing and water sports along the Inverloch beachfront are 

rising in popularity.   
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6. Future Directions 

Included in this section:  

• Strategic Framework for future facility provision and development

• Proposed and prioritised future directions
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► PROJECT RESEARCH AND STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION 
► NATIONAL AND STATE SPORTING ORGANISATION PRIORITIES

► REGIONAL PLANS
► LOCAL RECREATION PLANS AND STRATEGIES 

► PRIORITISED FUTURE DIRECTIONS 

PRIORITY 2 - FACILITIES
Build the capacity and use of existing community sport and active recreation facilities and develop new facilities 
that address current and future demand in line with facility hierarchy and recommended facility standards of peak 
sporting bodies and State Sporting Associations. 

PRIORITY 3 – SUSTAINABLE 
CLUB / GROUP DEVELOPMENT

Support local sport and active recreation clubs and associations to become more sustainable and 
to grow participation opportunities.

PRIORITY 1 - PLANNING
Address current gaps in strategic planning for sport and active recreation provision to ensure future facility 
provision and development is evidence based, justified, scoped and aligns with Council planning and future 
direction.  

This section of the report provides a summary of the key priorities and recommended directions for Council to ensure the future 
needs and demands for sport and active recreation are met over the next 15 years. 

Three key shire-wide strategic priorities have been identified to assist Council in responding to the current and future sport and active recreation 
needs of Bass Coast residents. These priorities are informed by evidence collected during project research and stakeholder consultation, state 
and regional planning priorities, and localised strategies and plans pertaining to sport and recreation. The following diagram represents a visual 
representation of the recommended future strategic framework for Council.
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A STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK FOR COUNCIL
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The following pages provide a set of proposed and prioritised 
directions and recommendations for future sport and active 
recreation provision across the Bass Coast Shire to 2031. 
Recommendations have been separated into overarching Shire wide 
directions as well as individual sporting codes or active recreation 
pursuits. Not all sport or recreation activities have been included due 
to lack of available club or group information or non-involvement with 
needs assessment stakeholder engagement activities. 

It should be noted that the following recommendations and proposed 
future directions have been identified purely on a needs basis and 
still require further evaluation through Council’s Capital Works and 

financial planning processes prior to proceeding. It is also hoped the 
needs assessment and supporting recommendations and directions 
will assist Council in seeking financial support from partnering 
funding bodies. 

Ongoing ownership, monitoring and delivery of needs assessment 
recommendations will require a planned approach from Council, 
local sporting and active recreation groups, the Bass Coast 
community and partnering stakeholders. Recommendations listed 
are based on a 15 year timeframe.

It is recommended the following future directions and 
recommendations be reviewed by Council every three years to 
assess priorities in accordance with local participation, demand and 
community needs. It is also recommended the Bass Shire continue 
to annually collect local, regional and state participation data to 
inform future decision making and test against recommended future 
directions and related priority levels. 

It is important to note that stakeholder and 

community demands, priorities and 

direction can change over time, hence 

Needs Assessment recommendations are to 

be used as a guide only and subject to 

funding availability. 

Each needs assessment recommendation has been allocated a level of 
priority based on their relative impact on delivering project outcomes.  

High – An important recommendation that underpins the future delivery 
of sport and active recreation facility provision across the Shire, supports 
increased participation opportunities and has the most potential to attract 
external funding, hence require planning to commence at earliest 
opportunity. High priorities are generally associated with 
recommendations that address a clear gap in existing facility provision or 
strategic planning. Recommendations with an associated risk 
management, accessibility or compliance issue have also been classified 
as high 

Medium – A recommendation that contributes to meeting overall Needs 
Assessment objectives, however is not considered to address an urgent 
gap in existing facility planning or provision. 

Low – A recommendation that contributes to meeting the majority of 
Needs Assessment objectives however is considered to be a long term 
priority or not critical to short term sport and active recreation provision 
and participation in Bass Coast. 
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FUTURE SPORT AND ACTIVE RECREATION 
PROVISION PRINCIPLES

While the Sport and Active Recreation Needs Assessment is not a 
strategy as such, the following principles have been developed to 
help guide Council’s planning for future sport and active recreation 

provision and facility development across the Shire. With the 
introduction of rate capping and limited access to funding, flexibility 
and maximising community use of future facility development/s is 
very important in meeting local demand and expectations. 

1. Future Facility Development 

1.1 Planning for sport and active recreation provision and facility 
development will be based on justifiable demand and make 
allowance for growth which is to be informed by appropriate 
information and data.

1.2 Replace redundant and functionally obsolete 
buildings/amenities with facilities that meet shared sport, 
community and education objectives. 

1.3 The provision of sport and active recreation facilities shall 
maximise shared usage and flexibility to meet changing community 
needs and aspirations. 

1.4 Future facility developments, (particularly those funded or part 
funded by the Shire) should be publicly accessible and available for 
community usage. 

1.5 Recreation facilities shall provide safe and supportive 
environments for participants and an emphasis on the provision of 
new (unstructured) recreational pursuits and open space should be 
considered.

1.6 Universal and Healthy by Design® Principles along with 
sustainability best practices will underpin planning and design of 
future facility developments.

1.7 Capital works and reserve improvements will be properly 
scoped, planned and designed by appropriately qualified 
professionals and in accordance with State Sporting Association 
and peak sporting body facility standards and guidelines. 

2. Accessibility 

2.1 There shall be a diverse range of accessible recreation facilities and 
open space areas across the Shire that meet the needs of Bass Coast 
Shire’s diverse community. 

2.2 Ensure recreation reserves and supporting facilities are accessible, 
safe and appealing for people with a disability (Disability Discrimination Act 
compliance). 

2.3 Ensure equitable provision of recreation reserves and supporting 
facilities according to age, gender (e.g. female friendly change rooms and 
supporting amenities), cultural background and ability. 

2.4 Ensure Recreation Reserves and supporting facilities are safe and 
secure for older adults (security lighting, car park provision, access into and 
around facilities). 

3. Community Infrastructure and Social Amenity 

3.1 Improve recreation reserves and open spaces available for informal 
recreation activities. 

3.2 Develop and maintain community infrastructure that connects and 
meets the needs of the Bass Coast community. 

3.3 Promote and support opportunities for people to enhance their health 
and wellbeing through physical activity.
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4. Sport and Active Recreation Facility Provision and Suitability 

4.1 Continue to develop first-rate facilities/amenities that provide 
for emerging and high demand sports. 

4.2 Promote and facilitate increased participation opportunities for 
target groups such as older adults, women and children via 
improved supporting facilities and amenities. 

4.3 Strengthen the capacity of sporting clubs, organisations and 
Committees of Management seeking to improve the quality of local 
facilities through initiatives such as grant writing seminars and 
frequent distribution of funding information. 

4.4 Build the capacity of lifestyle and water sport providers through 
improving beach access and providing additional support 
infrastructure (e.g. toilets, storage, shelter, change facilities). 

4.5 Develop closer relationships with schools to integrate 
management and use of school and public facilities.

4.6 Continue to ensure high levels of playing field/court/green 
provision and conditions are maintained to meet levels of 
training/competition requirements. 

4.7 Create opportunities that consolidate and promote increased 
use of existing fields/courts/greens before adding new playing 
areas. Ensure any renewal or development works are compliant 
and in accordance with minimum run-off requirements. 

4.8 Ensure playing field areas are appropriately sized and 
dimensioned and maximise their use and flexibility for 
configuration and usage by additional sports or activities.

4.9 Minimise (where not required) reserve fencing to allow for 
greater flexibility and shared usage. 

5. Sport and Active Recreation Facility Management 

5.1 The principles of shared use of sporting grounds and related 
facilities will be promoted and a balance between formal and informal 
activities encouraged – access to playing fields should still be 
scheduled to avoid conflicts in use.

5.2 Provision of sport and active recreation opportunities will be 
financially responsible, balancing community needs for sport and 
recreation facilities alongside the broader responsibilities of Council. 

5.3 The need for appropriate management arrangements to deliver 
projects and community access is key. Management arrangements 
should form part of any future renewal work at sport and active 
recreation facilities. 

5.4 All of Council’s efforts in sport and recreation provision will be 

subject to monitoring and regular review. This will allow for relevance 
to the community to be maintained at all times and will ensure the 
optimal use of Council resources.
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PRIORITY HIGH MEDIUM LOW

GENERAL SHIRE WIDE RECOMMENDATIONS AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS

PLANNING

• Develop a Shire wide Walking/Tracks/Trails and Cycling Strategy.
• Develop a Shire wide Skate and BMX strategy. 
• Develop a Pavilion Redevelopment Plan to prioritise future pavilion upgrades/redevelopments 

to minimum and recommended facility standards and peak sporting body requirements. 
• Develop a Master Plan for Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve that promotes multi-use of facilities 

by tenant sporting and active recreation groups. 
• Review the Cowes Recreation Reserve Master Plan if the proposed future aquatics facility 

location in Cowes (Corner Thompson Avenue and Church Street) is determined. 
• Develop a Shire wide Sports Field Floodlighting Strategy that includes an audit of existing 

sports field lighting infrastructure and compliance with Australian Standards. 
• Develop a Capital Works Contribution Policy to guide future facility development funding 

contributions. 
• In partnership with local clubs, develop an outdoor court, centre wicket and practice net 

maintenance and renewal program as part of Council’s Open Space Asset Management Plan. 

• Plan for the development of purpose built soccer and cricket facilities at the greenfield site 
adjacent to the Wonthaggi Education Precinct

• Build the capacity of and continue to support water sport and active recreation providers in 
Inverloch (e.g. windsurfing, surfing, fishing) through investigation of shared facility usage 
opportunities (e.g. storage, meeting space, toilets) for coastal dependent activities. 

• Continue to strengthen 
current and negotiate new 
shared facility usage 
partnership arrangements 
with local primary and 
secondary schools. 

• Undertake a Master Plan for 
San Remo Recreation 
Reserve.

• Undertake a Master Plan for 
Glen Alvie Recreation 
Reserve.

• Review the 2010 Bass 
Recreation Reserve Master 
Plan in consultation with 
tenant sporting clubs and 
reserve Committee of 
Management. 

• Undertake a Master Plan for 
Newhaven Recreation
Reserve. 

• Undertake a Master Plan for 
Bluegum Reserve. 

• Consider 
development of 
Cowes Future 
Recreation Land 
for organised 
sport and 
recreation 
should existing 
overflow
accommodation 
at Rhyll Cricket 
Ground and 
Newhaven 
Recreation 
Reserve 
become 
inadequate. 

FACILITIES

• Address the gap in existing highball (basketball and netball mainly) facility suitability and 
provision on both Phillip Island and the mainland. 

• Address the gap in existing indoor aquatic facility provision on both the mainland and Phillip 
Island.

• Continue to capitalise on the Shire’s coastal location and build the capacity of lifestyle and water 

sport providers through improving beach access and providing additional support infrastructure 
(e.g. toilets, storage, shelter, change facilities).

• Prioritise sport and active recreation facility renewal and upgrade (in particular outdoor court 
condition and compliance) prior to developing new facilities. 

• Prioritise player and umpire change room and supporting amenity (e.g. showers, toilets) 
upgrades, ensuring appropriate facilities for female participants and accessibility for all abilities. 

• Support the growth of soccer and croquet through funding and development of increased fit for 
purpose facilities.
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The following future directions and 2016-2021 facility development priorities (highlighted at the beginning of this Needs Assessment) have 
been developed in accordance with the facility provision principles listed on pages 60 and 61 of this document as well as information collected 
during facility condition audits. Directions have also been informed by current and future local sport and active recreation facility demand, 
project research and key stakeholder consultation findings. 
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PRIORITY HIGH MEDIUM LOW 

GENERAL SHIRE WIDE RECOMMENDATIONS AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS

SUSTAINABLE
CLUB / GROUP 
DEVELOPMENT

• Provide clubs with planning and administrative support 
through greater information and resource provision 
and volunteer development opportunities. 

• Provide clubs and groups with regular information on 
upcoming funding opportunities and provide advice 
and assistance with grant application preparation.

• Encourage and help facilitate local sporting clubs and 
active recreation groups to prepare strategic or 
business plans to guide their club’s and respective 

facilities future management and operations.
• Consider the facilitation of periodic club development 

workshops (e.g. volunteer management, IT training, 
financial planning) to build the capacity of club 
volunteers and improve club operations and future 
sustainability. 

• Develop a ‘Club User Guide’ to inform local clubs and 

groups of existing Council policies and processes, 
funding opportunities, club management resources etc.

• Implement a system to update Council’s online sport 

and active recreation community directory to ensure 
club contact details and information are up to date and 
easily accessible by the local community.

• Promote the services of existing informal and 
more social sporting activities (e.g. lawn bowls, 
tennis, golf) for the ageing Bass Coast 
demographic via Council’s website and 

communication channels. 
• Promote the services of water sport/active 

recreation providers along the coastal areas who 
cater not only for local residents but the ‘holiday 

goers’ and tourism industry. 

• Encourage local sporting clubs and active 
recreation or community groups to approach 
local schools to develop casual hire agreements 
where possible. Investigate opportunities to 
minimise the ‘insurance and public liability 

hurdle’ faced by clubs and schools when 

negotiating access and use of school facilities. 
• Encourage local sporting clubs to affiliate 

themselves with State Sporting Organisations or 
peak sporting bodies.
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PRIORITY HIGH MEDIUM LOW

AFL

PLANNING

FACILITIES

• In accordance with reserve master plan 
recommendations, upgrade change 
room and umpire facilities at Dalyston 
Recreation Reserve. 

• Upgrade player (in particular away 
team rooms) and umpire change room 
and supporting amenities at Inverloch 
Recreation Reserve. 

• Upgrade player and umpire change 
rooms and amenities at Bass and 
Wonthaggi Recreation Reserves.

• In alignment with future Pavilion Redevelopment Plan, 
continue to upgrade/redevelop sporting pavilions at AFL 
grounds. 

• Pending future development of a Sport Field Floodlighting 
Strategy, upgrade or install floodlighting at high use sites 
throughout the Shire to build reserve capacity and 
increase programming and participation opportunities.

• Seek to build the capacity of the Bass 
Recreation Reserve southern oval 
through oval redevelopment works, 
increased infrastructure provision 
(e.g. drainage, change 
rooms/shelter) to cater for future 
growth of the Kilcunda Bass Football 
Netball Club and other sporting 
codes (e.g. soccer) who may be able 
to utilise the ground. 

ARCHERY

PLANNING

• Subject to future demand identified in 
the CA79 Master Plan and the Phillip 
Island Needs Assessment, look to 
improve shooting facilities to 
accommodate the Phillip Island 
Target Archers Club.

ATHLETICS

PLANNING
• Encourage the ongoing use of Wonthaggi Secondary 

College by local junior and senior athletics groups and 
assist clubs and the school in grant identification and 
attainment where possible. 

FACILITIES
• Assist through grants, local athletics clubs and Wonthaggi 

Secondary College to increase site support infrastructure 
(e.g. storage, shelter).
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PRIORITY HIGH MEDIUM LOW

BADMINTON / GYMNASTICS / 
VOLLEYBALL

FACILITIES 

• Ensure any future indoor facility 
developments (e.g. Bass Coast Aquatic 
and Leisure Centre, Phillip Island Leisure 
Centre) consider and accommodate facility 
requirements for badminton, gymnastics 
and volleyball. 

BASKETBALL

PLANNING

• Consider reviewing the Bass Coast 
Aquatic and Leisure Centre Master 
Plan staging to accommodate the 
short-term need for indoor highball 
facilities on the mainland or 
investigate alternate locations for 
facility development (e.g. Wonthaggi 
Education Precinct, Wonthaggi 
Secondary College – Dudley 
Campus). 

• Review the Cowes Recreation 
Reserve Master Plan when the 
proposed future aquatics facility 
location is determined due to the 
potential implications for the 
proposed indoor stadium facility 
development.

• Continue to promote use of and 
access to the Inverloch Community 
Hub and San Remo Recreation Centre 
indoor stadiums for basketball 
activities.

• Support the ongoing use of local 
primary and secondary school indoor 
stadium facilities for basketball training 
purposes through promotion of school 
facility availability to local clubs and 
groups. 

FACILITIES • Develop an indoor stadium (minimum 
two courts) in Wonthaggi. 

• Upgrade and extend the existing 
indoor stadium at the Phillip Island 
Leisure Centre to include a minimum 
of one additional court (two courts 
total). 

BIKE RIDING

PLANNING
• Develop a Shire wide 

Walking/Tracks/Trails and Cycling 
Strategy.

• Explore opportunities for mountain bike trail 
developments in the Gurdies to support 
local demand for mountain biking.
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PRIORITY HIGH MEDIUM LOW 

CRICKET

PLANNING

• Explore opportunities for the potential relocation of 
senior cricket from McMahon Reserve (identified as 
being too small for senior competition) to a new cricket 
facility adjacent to the Wonthaggi Education Precinct. 
Consider provision of a dual turf/synthetic cricket pitch 
(separate turf and synthetic cricket pitches running 
parallel next to each other) arrangement at this site to 
increase programming opportunities.

FACILITIES 

• In alignment with Council’s Open Space Asset 

Management Plan, seek to upgrade or replace aged, 
unsafe or dysfunctional centre wicket and training net 
facilities. Look to utilise Sport and Recreation Victoria’s 

cricket facilities grants to assist with these works. 

• If grants become available, work 
with the reserve Committees of 
Management of Bass and 
Inverloch Recreation Reserves to 
have surface irrigation works 
undertaken. 

CROQUET 

PLANNING 

• In consultation with the Wonthaggi Croquet 
Club and in conjunction with wider Wonthaggi 
Recreation Reserve master planning, confirm 
the future location and facility requirements of 
the Wonthaggi Croquet Club including 
provision for an additional court. 

FACILITIES
• Provide planning and where possible financial support 

to the Wonthaggi and Phillip Island Croquet Clubs to 
develop their clubhouses, focussing on facility 
accessibility. 

• Subject to future demand, 
consider development of one 
additional croquet court at 
Bluegum Reserve (consider as 
part of future site/reserve master 
plan). 

EQUESTRIAN

FACILITIES
• Provide planning and where possible financial support 

to the Bass Valley Pony Club and local rural equine 
community through improved arena and supporting 
infrastructure provision at the Woolamai Race Track. 

HOCKEY

PLANNING

• While local participation levels are 
low, consider the requirements of 
hockey in any future planning for a 
multi-purpose synthetic playing 
field. 66
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PRIORITY HIGH MEDIUM LOW

LAWN BOWLS

PLANNING
• Encourage the future conversion of natural grass lawn 

bowls greens to synthetic greens to increase facility 
capacity and programming opportunities. 

• In conjunction with the Wonthaggi Bowls Club,
investigate long term site options and facility 
requirements for the club. 

FACILITIES
• Support local club to develop clubhouse facilities 

(through funding identification and assistance with 
grant application submissions) focussing on facility 
accessibility and improved amenity condition.

• Subject to future demand and 
the San Remo Recreation 
Reserve Master Plan, consider 
development of a second lawn 
bowls green at San Remo 
Recreation Reserve

LEISURE 
CENTRE

PLANNING 
• Review the Cowes Recreation Reserve Master Plan 

and leisure centre upgrade recommendations if the 
decision to relocate the proposed future aquatics facility 
away from the reserve is determined. 

FACILITIES • Implement the Bass Coast Aquatic and Leisure Centre 
Redevelopment Plan 

• Following review and modification of the Cowes 
Recreation Reserve Master Plan, upgrade the 
Phillip Island Leisure Centre.  

NETBALL

PLANNING 

• Consider reviewing the Bass Coast Aquatic and 
Leisure Centre Master Plan staging to accommodate 
the short-term need for indoor highball facilities on the 
mainland or investigate alternate locations for facility 
development (e.g. Wonthaggi Education Precinct, 
Wonthaggi Secondary College – Dudley Campus). 

• Review the Cowes Recreation Reserve Master Plan 
when the proposed future aquatics facility location on 
Phillip Island is determined. 

• Continue to promote use of and access to the 
Inverloch Community Hub and San Remo 
Recreation Centre indoor stadiums for netball 
activities.

• Through promotion of facility 
availability and in conjunction 
with schools, support the 
ongoing use of local primary 
and secondary school indoor 
stadium facilities for netball 
training purposes. 

FACILITIES 

• Redevelop the existing non-compliant netball courts at 
Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve. 

• Repair/resurface the existing cracked and non-
compliant netball courts at Cowes Recreation Reserve.

• Pending outcomes of the current Wonthaggi Recreation 
Reserve Master Plan development, seek to provide 
change room facilities and supporting amenities to 
support the Wonthaggi and District Netball Association. 

• Develop an indoor stadium (minimum two courts) in 
Wonthaggi. 

• In alignment with future Pavilion Redevelopment 
Plan, continue to upgrade/redevelop netball 
change rooms facilities and supporting amenities 
(e.g. showers, toilets). 

• Upgrade and extend the existing indoor stadium at 
the Phillip Island Leisure Centre to include a 
minimum of one additional court (two courts total). 

• Investigate the opportunity to develop a warm up 
court at Bass Recreation Reserve and redevelop 
the second non-compliant (warm up) netball courts 
at Inverloch and Dalyston Recreation Reserves to 
a standard suitable for competition.
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PRIORITY HIGH MEDIUM LOW

SKATE/BMX

PLANNING
• Develop a Shire wide Skate and BMX strategy. 

SOCCER

PLANNING

• Review the Thompson Reserve Master Plan following 
Inverloch Bowling Club’s recent facility development to meet 

soccer facility requirements at Thompson Reserve.
• Plan for the development of a purpose built soccer facility at 

the greenfield site adjacent to the Wonthaggi Education 
Precinct. Given the recent and forecast future growth of 
soccer, it is recommended this site include a minimum two full 
sized soccer pitches (four pitches would provide greater 
flexibility and growth opportunities) and supporting off field 
amenities.

FACILITIES

• Where possible, seek to increase the size of existing soccer 
fields to Football Federation Victoria’s recommended minimum 

dimensions for level C and D soccer competition (96m x 60m). 
• Installation of training standard sports field floodlighting at 

Thompson Reserve.
• Installation of training standard sports field floodlighting at 

Newhaven Recreation Reserve.
• Provision of player and umpire change rooms and supporting 

amenities at Thompson and Wonthaggi Recreation Reserves 
in accordance with reserve master plans. 

• In alignment with the Phillip Island 
Needs Assessment, develop an 
additional junior soccer playing space 
to the west of the tennis courts at 
Newhaven Recreation Reserve. This 
could be accommodated via the 
extension and conversion of the 
existing tennis courts into a multi-
purpose synthetic playing field that 
can accommodate a variety of sports 
(e.g. tennis, soccer, hockey).
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PRIORITY HIGH MEDIUM LOW

SURF/BEACH/ 
FISHING

PLANNING 
• Build the capacity of and continue to support water sport/active recreation 

providers in Inverloch (e.g. windsurfing, surfing, fishing) through investigation of 
shared facility usage opportunities (e.g. storage, meeting space, toilet access). 

FACILITIES 

• Support water sport and active recreation providers along high traffic 
beachfront areas (e.g. Inverloch) via provision of increased support 
infrastructure including toilets, shelter and storage facilities. 

• Provide planning assistance to the 
Rhyll Phillip Island Angling Club to 
develop a larger clubhouse facility to 
accommodate their recent growth in 
membership. Assist the club in the 
identification of potential funding 
schemes for facility improvements. 

SWIMMING / AQUATICS

PLANNING • Continue to plan for the future development and redevelopment of aquatics 
facilities on Phillip Island and the mainland. 

FACILITIES 

• In alignment with the 2015 Bass Coast Aquatic Strategy and supporting 10 year 
action plan, develop a new local level indoor aquatics facility in Cowes (Corner 
Thompson Avenue and Church Street) that caters for both swimming club and 
casual aquatic usage. 

• In alignment with the 2015 Bass Coast Aquatic Strategy and supporting 10 year 
action plan, redevelop the existing Bass Coast Aquatic and Leisure Centre to 
accommodate both local swimming clubs and casual aquatic usage. 

TENNIS

PLANNING 
• Investigate the relocation of the Wonthaggi Tennis Club pavilion as part of the 

Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve Master Plan process to increase program 
space at the Bass Coast Aquatic and Leisure Centre. 

FACILITIES 

• Redevelop the existing tennis courts (including fencing) at Grantville Recreation 
Reserve to address current condition and compliance issues. Consider making 
courts publicly accessible. 

• Resurface the existing ‘enclosure one’ tennis courts at Thompson Reserve in 

Inverloch. Ensure resurfacing works also considers the future mitigation of court 
cracking and heaving pavement issues. 

• Resurface the damaged and unsafe courts at Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve 
(subject to master plan), Newhaven and San Remo Recreation Reserves. 

• Upgrade/replace court lighting at Wonthaggi Recreation and Thompson 
Reserves. 

• In alignment with Council’s Open 

Space Asset Management Plan, 
continue to upgrade/resurface ageing 
and any non-compliant tennis court 
surfaces. 

• In accordance with Pavilion 
Redevelopment Plan, 
upgrade/redevelop existing tennis 
club pavilions/clubhouses. 

• Subject to wider San 
Remo Recreation 
Reserve master 
planning, consider 
relocation of courts 
at Newhaven 
Recreation Reserve 
to San Remo 
Recreation Reserve. 

WALKING

PLANNING • Develop a Shire wide Walking/Tracks/Trails and Cycling Strategy.
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