
AT-1.  FAQ Inverloch Transfer Station June 2016 

Why consider closing the Inverloch transfer station? 

Officers are recommending Council consider the closure for a number of reasons, including the 
significant investment required to bring the site up to best practice standards, and the additional 
operational budget to maintain the site and services into the future. 

The timing of the proposed closure is due to an opportunity to coordinate the closure with the 
commencement of Council’s new waste facilities and waste services contracts in September 2017. 
This timing would allow for the proposed kerbside food and green waste organics service to 
address a primary use of the Inverloch Transfer Station – the disposal of green waste. 

It would also allow for contractors to better resource the management of Council’s Transfer 
Stations. By incorporating this rationalisation work into the contract tender process, Council 
hopes to reduce its risks and liabilities associated with the Inverloch Transfer Station while 
achieving savings through increasing the efficiency of how the facilities are managed. By closing the 
site in line with commencement of contracts, a successful contractor does not need to 
incorporate management costs into their charges. 

The Inverloch Transfer Station requires a significant level of investment to bring the facility up to 
acceptable Best Practice Standards (Sustainability Victoria: Guild to Best Practice at Resource Recovery 
Centres, 2009). 

Upgrades would be required to roads, site design, traffic management, onsite staffing facilities, 
waste receiving and processing equipment and signage. These upgrades are outlined in the Waste 
Management Strategy 2015-2025. Additional rehabilitation works may also be required in regards 
to the former landfill site on which the Transfer Station is located.  

What environmental impacts are under consideration? 

The Inverloch Transfer Station is located adjacent to Little Screw Creek. Mulch from green-waste 
is encroaching into waterway and nearby mangroves; this could have an impact on the water 
quality in Little Screw Creek.  

The Council Waste Management Strategy recommends that green waste and mulch 
storage and processing is no longer undertaken at the Inverloch site regardless of continued 
operation of the site. The value of continued operations of the site would be questionable 
if the green waste stream is removed from materials accepted at the facility. 

Council’s native vegetation offset site (Little Screw Creek off-set site) is also adjacent to the 
Transfer Station. 

Of concern is to what degree water quality is impacted by the site. Potential impacts from current 
practices have been noted as a result of green waste and mulch not being stored on hard stands at 
the site as well as a range of potential legacy contamination issues created by the old landfill on 
which the Transfer Station is located. It is also noted that green waste brought onto the site 
frequently contain weeds that without significant control works are prone to spreading into 
neighbouring reserves and farmland. 

FAQ: Proposed closure of Inverloch Transfer Station 

1 | P a g e

AT-1.  FAQ Inverloch Transfer Station June 2016



Council also needs to take into consideration other environmental factors, such as noise, litter 
and dust, which may impact on encroaching residential developments to the north. Unverified 
issues relating to noise have already been reported to Council and this is likely to increase as 
more residential properties are installed near the facility. 

Also of concern are risks associated with fires. The site is only accessible by a single road to the 
north which poses as potential safety risk to facility users and operators and limited control 
options. The presence of residential properties nearby also raises concern regarding the risk of 
fires originating at the Transfer Station impacting on these properties.  

 

When will Council make a decision on the proposed closure? 

The recommendation from Council Officers in the Council Report being considered by Council 
on 17 August is consistent with the Strategy’s objectives, including consideration for the 
environmental impact, transfer station opening times, waste management best practice, equity 
access to service, possible residential impacts, etc. From the objectives of the Strategy, the 
Officer’s recommendation is that the Transfer Station should be closed.    

Council may choose not to close the Inverloch Transfer Station at the 17 August Meeting.  

 

What community consultation did council have on the waste management strategy? 

The community consultation period for the Waste Management Strategy was during March 2015. 
This was promoted on Council’s Website, and in The South Gippsland Sentinel Times (3 March 
2015) and The Phillip Island and San Remo Advertiser (4 March 2015).  

Public Consultation Sessions were held at:  

• Wonthaggi and Grantville on 13 March 2015 

• Inverloch and Cowes on 14 March 2015 

A media release was also distributed inviting residents to have into input in the direction of waste 
management throughout the Shire into the future. 

Interested parties were also able to identify any issues relating to waste management through an 
online survey available to individuals, organisations and businesses. 

Please note council will be delivering two information sessions regarding the 
proposed closure of the Inverloch Transfer Station prior to the Council decision in 
August. These sessions will be held at the Inverloch Community Hub on July 8th and 
July 15th from 4pm to 6pm. 

 

What is the percentage of waste that goes to Inverloch? 

Thirteen per cent of all municipal waste disposed of at waste transfer stations is disposed of at 
Inverloch Transfer Station.  
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How many people currently use the Inverloch transfer station? 

Facility Users per day 
– 
Summer/Other 
times 

 

Open days per 
week 

Grantville Landfill 25/20 7 

Grantville Recycling and Waste Transfer Centre 75/42 7 

Wonthaggi Recycling and Waste Transfer Centre 140/100 7 

Inverloch Recycling and Waste Transfer Centre 130/100 3 

Cowes Recycling Bank  85/50 5 

 

If Council decides to close the Transfer Station, when would it close? 

The potential closure of the Inverloch facility would commence with the new waste services 
contracts on 1 September 2017. 

 

How will the community be informed? 

Subject to Council deciding to close the facility, Council Officers will develop a communications 
plan to inform the community of the pending closure of the Inverloch Transfer Station. 

This plan would be developed to advise the community of the closure and options available for 
responsible waste disposal, such as the Wonthaggi Transfer Station. 

Whilst the closure is not proposed to take place for well over a year, Council understands the 
closure would require an adjustment period for residents.  By informing residents earlier rather 
than later, the community are being given a greater period of time to adjust to this change. 

Information will be shared online through Council’s website, social media channels and radio 
show, as well as advertised in local newspapers. 

 

How will Inverloch residents dispose of waste? 

The Wonthaggi Transfer Station is currently one of the primary waste disposal facilities for the 
Bass Coast region and is approximately 15 minutes from Inverloch. It is open seven days per 
week, whilst the Inverloch facility is only open three days per week. 

The Wonthaggi Transfer Station also allows for the disposal of materials that cannot be accepted 
at other sites such as paint and motor oil. 

The requirement of the site for the disposal of green waste is expected to be significantly reduced 
by the provision of kerbside food and green waste organics bins in line with the commencement of 
the waste services contracts in September 2017. 

How will this impact on the current waste services and waste facilities tender and 
procurement? 
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Council is currently tendering and procuring new Waste Services and Waste Facilities contacts, to 
commence 1 September 2017.  Tenderers were invited to submit a price for the operations of the 
Inverloch Transfer Station, however it has been clearly stated that Council may consider closing 
the facility.   

Should Council decide not to close the site, provisions have been made in the contract tenders for 
to operate the facility, however the cost of running the site will increase from current standards 
to allow for the required improvements to best practice operations.  

 

Is upgrading an option rather than closing? 

Upgrading the facility would require a costly and complex infrastructure development program 
which is likely to need to include rehabilitative works.  

It would be difficult to justify such expenditures with a more regionally significant Transfer Station 
operating 15 minutes away in Wonthaggi which also requires improvements. 

By reducing the number of facilities that Council needs to improve and maintain (especially when 
facilities are close to each other), Council may have the opportunity to achieve better outcomes 
by concentrating improvements on more regionally accessible facilities. 

 

Will the proposed closure save money? 

Along with eliminating the cost of works required to bring the site up to best practice standard, 
closing the facility would also significantly reduce the annual cost of operating the site. The 
proposed 2016/2017 Budget for this work sits at $185,000. 

While some costs would be shifted in accepting waste from Inverloch at Wonthaggi, the increase 
in efficiencies of operating out of a single facility would ultimately result in savings to the 
community.  

The Wonthaggi Transfer Station required further upgrades to bring it to best practice. Councils 
Waste Management Strategy outcomes and options include a feasibility studies to be undertaken 
for the review of the Wonthaggi Transfer/ Recycling Centre to meet current best practice. 

 

What will happen to the site if it closes? 

Should Council decide to close the site, it will be evaluated in consultation with EPA Victoria to 
establish what rehabilitation works are required to rectify any issues that are impacting on the 
environment around the site.   

Such works are likely to include: 

• Removal of the current transfer station infrastructure 
• Restorative earthworks 
• Capping of the old landfill 
• Revegetation of the site with indigenous grasses and shrubs 
• Ongoing weed management 
• Ongoing environmental monitoring 
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Once these rehabilitation works are undertaken the site would act as a buffer between developed 
land and the environmentally sensitive areas adjacent to the site such as Screw Creek and the 
Mangrove community to the west of the site. 

Ultimately, these works are required, regardless of whether the Transfer Station is closed. This is 
due to best practice management of old landfill facilities and Councils own environmental policies 
and legislative obligations. 

 

If Council decides to continue Inverloch Transfer Station, what needs to happen? 

Council can resolve to continue to operate the Inverloch Transfer Station which will have no 
impact on the 2016/2017 budget as operating costs are currently already incorporated to allow for 
the operation of the site. After this period, however, Council would need to budget for the 
ongoing operation of the site as well as invest in a number of upgrades.  

A preliminary review of the facility undertaken during the development of the Waste Management 
Strategy 2015-2025 has identified the need for the following upgrades (page 54): 

• Bitumen roads need to be upgraded 
• Site layout needs to be redeveloped to allow:  

o recycling loads to be disposed of prior to general waste disposal 
o reduce conflicting traffic issues  

• Improved product and traffic signage 
• Improve areas for the deposit and storage of currently accepted products such as 

mattresses and e-waste 
• Develop contaminated stormwater capture and management infrastructure. Including 

asphalting and kerb and channelling 
• Litter interception infrastructure such as enclosed sheds 
• The Council Waste Management Strategy recommends that green waste and mulch 

processing is completely eliminated from the Inverloch site regardless of continued 
operation 

• The installation of a potential weighbridge facility would also be considered. 

The site would also likely require improvements to attendant amenities as well as security and 
product control systems. The cost of bringing similar scoped sites up to best practice standard has 
been in the order of $500,000.  Inverloch would attract significant costs in road development and 
maintenance done to the length of Old Ford Road.  

 

What happens with the green waste amnesty? 

Bass Coast residents who would normally take their green waste to the Inverloch Transfer Station 
as part of Council’s Fee Free Green Waste Amnesty can take their green waste to Wonthaggi 
Transfer Station or to Grantville Landfill and Transfer Station. 

The requirement of the site for the disposal of green waste is expected to be significantly reduced 
by the provision of kerbside food and green waste organics bins in line with the commencement of 
the waste services contracts in September 2017. 
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Impacts of closure 

If the Transfer Station closes, what service changes will be delivered to offset the loss? 

The closure of the Inverloch Transfer Station would result in any savings being achieved, passed 

directly onto the rate paying community. Costs required to improve the facility to best practice 

standard, which would need to be funded by the community, would also be avoided. 

Subject to a Council decision, the timing of the closure would coincide with the introduction of a 

weekly kerbside food organics and green organics (FOGO) collection. This service has been 

modelled to cost approximately $1 per week for the equivalent of 180L of garden waste. The 

equivalent volume of garden waste at the Transfer Station would cost approximately $3 per week. 

Councils are now also offering the ability to upsize your kerbside waste which would also 

represent a cost saving in comparison to taking this waste to the Transfer Station. 

Will the implementation of a Food Organics and Green Organics (FOGO) bin impact 

on the amount of green waste generated that needs to be taken to the Transfer 

Station? 

Council will consider the new waste service contracts at its July 2016 meeting. Should Council 

resolve to commence a three bin system with FOGO, it is estimated that allowing for 

approximately 60L of kitchen organics per week, the FOGO bin will allow for the disposal of 180L 

of garden waste per week per household. This equates to 9.36 cubic meters over a full year 

(approximately six level trailer loads of green waste) over a year for less than a dollar per week. 

How will council address flow-on issues related to the closure of the Inverloch 

Transfer Station, especially traffic management to Wonthaggi? 

Travel from Inverloch to the Wonthaggi Transfer Station is possible via a number of routes which 

are frequently utilised currently on Tuesdays through Fridays. 

Reduced green waste disposal and access to additional waste bins is likely to reduce the quantity 

of waste material going to Transfer Stations. 

In addition, spreading the current daily attendance figures seen at the Inverloch Transfer Station 

over seven days, is likely to result in minimal change to the traffic seen throughout the Wonthaggi 

road system. 

What do residents outside of kerbside service areas do if the Inverloch Transfer 

Station is closed? 

The primary alternatives for community members in this situation will be to utilise the Wonthaggi 

Transfer Station or engage a commercial waste contractor. Residents of more densely populated 
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roads close to current kerbside service routes, may be able to request that a survey be 

undertaken to establish if a kerbside service can be commenced. 

 

Travel distances – 15 minutes is not as good as 3 minutes. Many attendees at the first 

information session believed that 15 minutes was not acceptable? 

Feedback from the Waste Management Strategy consultation indicated that 15 minutes was a 

reasonable travel time to waste facilities. 

 

Will holiday home owners want to travel to Wonthaggi to dispose of waste while on 

holiday? 

Holiday home owners may find it more convenient to deposit loads of waste at alternative 

transfer stations when returning to their places of residence. 

 

Has a potential increase in illegal dumping been considered? 

Illegal dumping is a behavioural issue which is generally unrelated to Transfer Station availability. 

Council is required to clean up illegally dumped material from areas very close to Transfer 

Stations which could have been deposited free of charge (white goods and televisions etc.). The 

potential for illegal dumping was a concern around the closure of the Rhyll Transfer Station; 

however there was no notable increase in illegal dumping in the area. 

Council attempts to reduce illegal dumping throughout the Shire through a range of educational 

activities in addition to monitoring and investigation of illegal dumping incidents. 

 

Will closing the Transfer Station result in an increase in the usage of main street 

commercial bins and illegal dumping at Op Shops? 

Illegal dumping is a behavioural issue. Individuals who would utilise antisocial disposal behaviour 

such as this are unlikely to utilise Transfer Stations regardless of their proximity. Council 

recognises that such illegal dumping is currently an issue and works with businesses and 

Opportunity Shops to assist them in dealing with illegal dumping through disposal of waste and 

developing strategies to minimise dumped rubbish. 

 

Why can’t the green waste service remain? During the amnesty period and in 
preparation for bush fire season, this is a much needed asset. 

The fee free green waste period (fire readiness amnesty) is expected to remain throughout 

Council’s waste facilities. In the event of Inverloch Transfer Station closing, green waste would 

need to be taken to the Wonthaggi facility instead. 

Subject to Council decision, the new waste service contracts will incorporate a kerbside green 

waste service that will allow the community to dispose of green waste on a weekly basis from 

their kerbside at a minimal cost. 
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Communication and Consultation 

How has Council communicated the proposed changes to holiday home owners? 

Holiday home owners have similar access to the online communication options that the local 

community have. Council endeavours to communicate with the community through broadly 

accessible, efficient and cost effective channels such as the Council website, Facebook and Twitter. 

All of this is in addition to our correspondence through local print media. Council advertised the 

consultation element of the Waste Management Strategy and the Inverloch Transfer Station 

Information Sessions through the above channels. 

 

No community consultation has happened around this decision. 

It should be noted that no decision has been made by Council and will not be made until the 

Council meeting to be held on August 17, 2016. 

As no consultation has occurred specifically on this issue, Council at its July meeting resolved to 

undertake two community information sessions attended by Council officers and Councillors to 

address this concern. 

Council may vote to defer the decision again in light of the feedback from the information 

sessions, or may vote to retain the facility. 

 

Was the consultation undertaken during the development of the Waste Management 

Strategy adequate and is it reflective of the community’s wishes? 

The community consultation sessions for the Waste Management Strategy were poorly attended, 

perhaps reflecting a low level of interest in how waste is managed throughout the Shire as a 

whole. 

However, of the 81 personal responses to the Waste Management Strategy survey, approximately 

one third of responders utilised the Inverloch Transfer Station. 

 

What was the actual attendance of the Waste Management Strategy Inverloch 

consultation session? 

Five people attended the consultation session held at Inverloch RSL Hall, Saturday 14 March 2015, 

9am – 12 noon. Information and surveys were also handed out at the Inverloch Farmers Market 

that weekend. 

 

Does Council have a communication problem? 

Bass Coast Shire Council utilises communication practices and strategies in line with local 

government practices.  
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Have Council communicated possible impacts to residents of Wonthaggi? 

No decision has been made to close the Inverloch Transfer Station. Should Council resolve to 

close the facility, this action would not be implemented until September 2017. 

The impact on Wonthaggi residents is expected to be minimal – 55 cars per day (peak period daily 

attendance for Inverloch) over three routes indicates approximately 18 additional cars a day on 

any given day. 

 

 

Additional Information 

What will happen with the old Inverloch landfill site? 

The former landfill must be rehabilitated. The timing of these works is subject to the issuing of a 

pollution abatement notice from EPA Victoria directing that rehabilitation be undertaken. 

 

What is the real cost to rehabilitate the landfill site to EPA standards? 

The current Transfer Station is located on top of the old Inverloch Landfill, hence any 

rehabilitation requiring the closure and dismantling of the Transfer Station. As such, any upgrades 

and development of the Transfer Station and expenditure undertaken prior to landfill 

rehabilitation, would need to be removed. 

Previous Council rehabilitation projects which meet EPA standard requirements have cost 

approximately $64 per m2. A conservative cost estimate to rehabilitate the former Inverloch 

Landfill area of approximately 14,100m2 would be in excess of $900,000. 

Detailed surveying of the site would need to be undertaken to verify the true extent of the waste 

disposal area in the former landfill.  

 

Council’s costings around upgrades appear presumptive and too convenient? 

The costings provided by Council to upgrade the Inverloch Transfer Station to Sustainability 

Victoria’s Best Practise Standards are estimates based on comparative works undertaken at 

transfer stations by neighbouring Councils, previous projects and various capital works undertaken 

by Council. 

 

Table 1: Preliminary upgrade cost estimates. 

Works Estimated cost 

Three phase power, nearest pit to 
site 

$90,000    ( $15,000 per 100m based on nearest 3 phase 
being at Highway subject to confirmation by Ausnet) 

Three phase power on site 
installation 

$25,000 

Roads and asphalting 
$125,000     (excludes removal of old road surfacing and 
any roads outside of site) @ approx $32m2 

Kerb and channel $40,000    (400m at $100/m) 

Line marking $4,000 
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Sheds and disposal area canopy $80,000 

Civil works and green waste 
stormwater bunding,  

$125,000    Material $30,000,  Load and Deliver 
$55,000,  Construction – $40,000 clay and rock lay and 
compact (2 weeks) 

Revegetation and drainage vegetation $10,000     5,000 plants grown and planted. 

Drainage 
$42,000     250m drainage pipe, 6 drainage structures (all 
within site) 

Site hut  $10,000 

Septic system $40,000 

Paper and cardboard compactor $90,000 (inc $20,000 for bin) 

Comingled recycling compactor $90,000 (inc $20,000 for bin) 

Security system and installation $7,000 

Fire protection $5,000 

Total $783,000 

14m Conveyor system and 2 bins 

(general waste) to improve safety 

and sorting capability. 

$300,000 

Total including conveyor system $1,083,000 

  

Landfill Rehabilitation $64/m2 x 14,100m2 = $902,400 

 

Will Council produce a detailed design and business case? 

Council may elect to defer the decision around the proposed closure of the Inverloch Transfer 

Station subject to the development of a detailed business case. The redevelopment of the site and 

highly developed costings for such a project would require significant resourcing.   

 

General Questions 

Why has Council allowed this to happen? Are you ‘in bed with the developers’? 

Potential future residential development is too close. 

The land around the transfer stations was zoned for residential development in the 70’s and 

planning permission has been granted to the respective developers. 

Such permissions are decided on and granted based on the information available, legislative 

requirements and community expectations of the time.  

Council officers have recommended the closure of the Inverloch Transfer Station due to a number 

of considerations. While amenity of current and future home owners in the vicinity of the site is 

an important factor, environmental impacts and operational and capital investment costs are also 

being taken into account. 
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Is it feasible to find an alternative site within 3 to 5 minutes of Inverloch to cater for 
the residents? 

The planning and zoning issues as well as the costs of developing a new facility would be expected 

to far exceed the costs of upgrading an existing transfer station.  With the proximity of the 

Wonthaggi Transfer Station still a major consideration; such a development would be a significant 

overcapitalisation of waste facilities in this area of the Shire. 

 

Why has there been no Environmental Impact Study completed? 

An environmental impact study has not been undertaken on site due to the known environmental 

impacts that have already been noted on site. It may also be noted that while environmental 

impacts are a significant consideration in regards to the proposed closure of the site, other factors 

are also driving this decision. 

 

This is a negative impact on current residents. How is it a better outcome for us? 

While the closure of the Inverloch Transfer Station would result in reduced convenience to some 

users, it is believed that significant savings will be passed on to the community as a whole and 

Council will be able to actively address a range of potential and current issues relating to amenity, 

funding and health of the natural environmental which the facility currently poses. 

 

Has Council underestimated the community feeling towards this? 

Council has not made a decision to close the Inverloch Transfer Station. Officers have 

recommended that the Inverloch Transfer Station should close and Council has resolved to run 

two information sessions and to again consider the issue at the August 17 meeting.  

It is understood that the closure of such facilities is rarely popular within the community. The 

community’s expectations of Council around the sustainable management of the natural 

environment, development and growth of the Shire and sound financial management of operations 

also need to be taken into consideration with such decisions. 

 

 

 

 



 

1 | P a g e

Additional FAQ: Proposed closure of  
Inverloch Transfer Station – Second session 

Where did Council Officers obtain the pollution data for Screw Creek? A volunteer 

for the West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority who conducted tests in 

Screw Creek from 2000-2006 found no issues in four rounds of testing. 

The information Council has used to inform its proposal has been drawn from a number of 

sources including environmental audits, water quality assessments and on-site investigations. 

Council welcomes contributions of data from the source mentioned above; however, without any 

information regarding the specifics of the testing (e.g. sample locations, water quality parameters 

measured, and quality control), this information is not incorporated at this time. The data was 

collected over 10 years ago. 

Can the issue be broken into two separate issues to be looked at for a better 

outcome? For example 1.Transfer Station and 2. Green waste? 

The risks associated with the separate operations undertaken at the Inverloch Transfer Station 

and green waste, along with the landfill, can be evaluated separately. However, the likelihood and 

consequence of the effect on the environment from the past and present operations and practices 

does not change the risk level. For example, if Council stopped accepting greenwaste and mulching 

at the Transfer Station, the environmental risk from the landfill still exists and will need to be 

addressed in the future. 

What would cause the EPA to bring the landfill capping works order earlier? Why are 

Council waiting to undertake best practice of landfill and transfer station? We should 

be able to put a case forward that shows that we do not need to cap the landfill due to 

no issues being identified. 

The environmental status of both Council’s operating and closed waste facilities (Transfer Station 

and former landfill site), is well known to EPA Victoria; however it is unknown whether the EPA 

will bring any works orders forward at this stage. The decomposition and resulting leaching of 

waste from older unlined landfills is also well documented. Council has a rehabilitation and 

aftercare liability with all of its closed landfill sites, as do all councils across Victoria who have 

similar legacy issues from former landfill sites. It is a challenge that is not unique to Bass Coast. 

EPA Victoria is currently working with all Victorian Council’s to rehabilitate (cap) old landfills to 

Best Practice Environmental Management (BPEM) guidelines. The EPA have allowed council’s to 

spread the rehabilitation works across a number of years to assist with this financial cost.  

Over the past five years, EPA and Council have focused on the rehabilitation and compliance 

works at the Grantville, Rhyll and Wonthaggi landfills. The rehabilitation of the Inverloch landfill 

will need to be a priority in the next few years. 

Council will work with EPA Victoria and its auditors to ensure that the level of rehabilitation 

required at Inverloch is proportional to the level of risk it poses, however a number of base 

requirements will still result in such a project requiring significant capital costs. 

AT-3.  Additional FAQ Inverloch Transfer Station Second Session
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How significant is the pollution from the old landfill? 

To date, Council has not undertaken internal groundwater and landfill gas monitoring. The 

installation of this infrastructure and the ongoing monitoring of the subsequent data are expected 

to be initiated within the next two years. EPA Victoria is working with Council to phase works 

over a longer timeframe to spread the resulting costs over a number of years. Council has a 

rehabilitation and aftercare liability with all closed landfill sites.  

The decomposition and resulting leaching of waste from older, unlined landfills is well 

documented. The waste mass becomes anaerobic and acidic allowing for the leaching of heavy 

metals and other contaminants into the ground.  

What is the cost for an Inverloch resident to travel to Wonthaggi with a trailer of 

waste in terms of time, fuel and mileage? 

These figures have not been determined. There would be a range of variables that would impact 

on the cost (eg type of vehicle, route taken, weight of load etc). Some residents may not need to 

access transfer stations as often, due to the increased capacity of kerbside waste collection that is 

being introduced with the three-bin system, with general waste, recycling and food and organics 

/green waste bins, to be implemented in September 2017. 

What is the revenue generated by Inverloch Transfer Station? 

The revenue generated by the Inverloch Transfer Station is retained by the site management 

contractor who utilise this income to process the materials brought to the site. The following 

table provides an indication of the relative revenue and processing capacity of the Inverloch 

Transfer Station in comparison to the Wonthaggi Transfer Station. 

Financial Year Revenue Waste to Landfill (tonnes) Green waste mulched (m3) 

2013/2014           Inverloch $124,815,        424 1,489 

 Wonthaggi $235,420      1,271 2,804 

2014/2015           Inverloch $128,432         373 1,950 

 Wonthaggi $280,342      1,304 3,515 

2015/2016           Inverloch $118,419         353 1,676 

 Wonthaggi $308,723      1,356 4,481 

 

Has Council considered the environmental impacts from the extra pollution 

generated by vehicles during their travel to Wonthaggi? This is not a very 

environmentally friendly practice. What about Carbon miles, etc? 

Such figures have not been determined. The weighting of the environmental impact of greenhouse 

gas emissions created by the public travelling to the Wonthaggi Transfer Station from Inverloch 

versus the environmental impacts on the surrounding environment from the ongoing operation of 



P a g e  | 3 

the Inverloch Transfer Station would be a very complex investigation requiring significant 

resources. 

What about the increase in roadside litter due to rubbish ‘fly away’ from all the 

trailers going to Wonthaggi? 

It is the responsibility of any motorist to ensure that their load is secure when transporting any 

type of material, regardless of distance of travel and destination. 

For green waste, are figures based on mulched, partial or full degradation? 

The figures provided regarding volumes of mulch are from measurements undertaken immediately 

to a few days after the mulching process. 

Have the community been surveyed to see if they want a green waste bin? Is there an 

opt-in or out option? 

The service is universal (compulsory) to ensure that economies of scale are met to reduce the 

cost to all ratepayers. This is the same system as the recycle and garbage bins. Responses to the 

Waste Management Strategy consultation process indicated that the availability of a kerbside green 

waste service was a key issue to be addressed by Council. 

Is there an option/alternative for the Transfer Station to be relocated to somewhere 

on the outskirts of Inverloch? 

At this stage, alternative suitable suites have not been identified. Establishing a transfer station at a 

new site in Inverloch would increase costs to rate payers due to the significant funding required to 

develop a new site.  

 

 

 

 




