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Land Management Rebate Policy 

Preamble 

Bass Coast Shire Council is committed to protecting and enhancing its natural environment 
and encouraging sustainable agriculture.  This commitment is reflected in its Corporate 
Plan, Planning Scheme and Environmental Sustainability Plan which set out key strategies and 
objectives that provide directions for improving land management within the municipality. 

The Council Plan 2009-2013 states “Council will ensure the natural assets of Bass Coast are 
promoted and managed in a sustainable manner so they can be enjoyed now and by future 
generations”. 

The Bass Coast Planning Scheme Clause 21.06-5 states agricultural activities, particularly 
dairy and beef cattle farming are a significant contributor to the local and regional 
economies and a major source of local employment.  Agriculture is the main land use of the 
Shire’s hinterland and as such creates an attractive landscape backdrop to the coastal areas. 

The relevant objectives and strategies in the Planning Scheme are: 

Objective 1 To establish a strong and vibrant rural agricultural community comprising 
a range of diversified enterprises that is efficiently managed and 
ecologically sustainable. 

Strategy 1.1 Diversification of agricultural practices including introduction of new 
crops and animals, use of energy efficient technology, and ecologically 
sustainable farming techniques will be encouraged. 

Strategy 1.2 Strongly encourage farmers to prepare and implement Farm Management 
Plans for their properties, particularly as part of a planning permit 
application for a change in land use or development. 

Strategy 1.3 Encourage the planting of locally indigenous vegetation to provide shelter 
for livestock, minimise soil erosion and salinity, enhance landscape quality, 
and provide further opportunities for wildlife corridors. 

The Bass Coast Shire Council Environment Sustainability Plan 2008 to 2013 identified Clean 
Productive Agriculture as a high priority issue with the Key Action Statement being “To 
protect and enhance the agricultural and natural resource base in the Bass Coast Council 
rural areas”. 

History 

The Land Management Biodiversity Incentive Scheme which included a Rural Rate Rebate 
was set up to improve rural land management practices in the Shire and came into effect 
from the 2002/2003 rating year. The scheme worked by offering incentives and rewarding 
landholders that adopted land management principles that improve sustainable agriculture 
and protect and enrich the natural environment. 
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The cornerstone of the incentive scheme was the Rural Rate Rebate with the Rural Rate 
Rebate Scheme Policy being adopted by Council at its meeting in December 2001. 

In 2009 a review of the Land Management Biodiversity Incentive Scheme and Rural Rate 
Rebate Scheme and Policy commenced to ensure that the scheme was still relevant after 
eight years of implementation. 

The objectives of the review were to: 

• address areas of the policy that were not adequately detailed or should be updated 
to ensure fairness, equity and value for money; 

• set out clear accountability processes for the payment of any rebate; 

• identify methods by which a more ‘targeted’ approach can be delivered that provide 
rebates for high priority agricultural and environment issues and alignment with land 
productivity; 

• identify methods to provide greater monitoring of results of the works carried out 
as part of the scheme; and 

• ensure that administration costs are kept to a minimum. 

The review followed a process agreed to by Council at the 17 February 2010 meeting which 
set out a series of tasks ensuring Councillors were informed and landholders had input and 
provided data for the decision making process. 

The review identified that the overall Land Management Biodiversity Incentive Scheme has 
and will continue to improve rural land management practices.  The components of the 
scheme that provide the Covenant Rebate, the Rural Roadside Weed Control Program and 
the support from Council for Landcare Network staff are considered to be able to provide 
the outcomes expected into the future without change. 

However the Rural Rate Rebate component of the scheme was identified as in need of 
some changes to improve equity, be more targeted, remain cost effective to administer and 
able to be better monitored. 

At the 2 February 2011 meeting, Council were presented with a number of options to 
provide a rebate to landholders and in considering the options the Amount Per Hectare 
Method was identified as the preferred option. 

At the 17 August meeting Council considered a report recommending that Council: 

1. Endorse the provision of a Land Management Rebate to eligible rural land owners. 

2. Endorse the methodology for calculating the Land Management Rebate per property 
as being an amount per hectare as set by Council on an annual basis multiplied by 
the area of the property used by Council for assessing the valuations of each 
rateable assessment and Council rates. 

3. Adopt the Land Management Rebate Policy of August 2011 for implementing the 
scheme. 

This Policy was prepared to put into practice the Land Management Rebate Scheme due for 
implementation in 2012/2013. 

Policy objectives 

The objectives of this Policy are to: 



Land Management Rebate Policy 

Version number 2 Adopted by Council Page 3 of 5 

 19 September 2012 

• provide the operational and legal framework within which Council can recognise and 
reward landholders that adopt land management principles to improve sustainable 
agricultural opportunities and protect and enrich the natural environment. 

• establish the eligibility criteria for payment of the Land Management Rebate. 

• set out clear accountability processes for the payment of any rebate. 

• establish mechanisms for community input into the setting of priorities for land 
management works each year. 

Legislative framework 

The Land Management Rebate is in accordance with Section 169 of the Local Government Act 
1989 where Bass Coast Shire Council will grant a rebate to ratepayers occupying 
properties greater than 4 hectares where those ratepayers are effectively contributing to 
the well being of the land and water resources. 

Policy framework 

Council has resolved that from the 2012/2013 rating year, a Land Management Rebate 
Scheme based on an amount per hectare will be introduced that will provide financial 
incentives for rural land owners to undertake specific works that will improve sustainable 
agricultural opportunities and protect and enrich the natural environment. 

The Land Management Rebate 

The rebate is based on an amount per hectare determined by Council on an annual basis 
multiplied by the area of the agricultural land.  The rebate will be available to all eligible 
ratepayers who carry out land management works on their property in accordance with 
this Policy and the Guidelines for Implementation. 

Application criteria 

An application for the Land Management Rebate Scheme can only be made in accordance 
with this Policy and Guidelines for Implementation. 

Land management works that qualify for the rebate 

The land management works that qualify the landowner/ratepayer for the Land Management 
Rebate must improve sustainable agricultural opportunities and protect and enrich the 
natural environment and be in accordance with this Policy and Guidelines for 
Implementation. 

Application and Works Completed Forms 

To receive the Land Management Rebate an Application Form and Works Completed Form 
must be completed each year. 

Inspections 

Council will inspect a number of properties selected at random to check that the approved 
and agreed works shown on the Application Form and Works Completed Form have been 
completed to a satisfactory standard. 

Criteria for granting of rebate 

The landowner/ratepayer will only be able to receive and retain the Land Management 
Rebate if: 
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• the landowner/ratepayer as completed an Application Form by the due date; and 

• Council has approved the Application Form; and 

• the landowner/ratepayer has completed and returned a completed Works 
Completed Form by the due date; and 

• has given Council staff entry into the subject property in the case where an 
inspection is required by Council. 

Land Management Advisory Committee 

Council will appoint a Land Management Advisory Committee to provide advice to Council 
on: 

• periodic reviews of the implementation of the Land Management Rebate Scheme; 

• periodic reviews of this Policy; 

• the setting of annual priorities for land management works; and 

• any other matter that Council considers it needs advice on in relation to this scheme. 

The Land Management Advisory Committee will consist of the following representatives: 

• Bass Coast Landcare Network Committee Member 

• Bass Coast Landcare Network Coordinator 

• Bass Coast Shire Council - Representatives from Property and Rates, Corporate 
Services and Environment Departments. 

Additional documents 

Guidelines for Implementation appear in Appendix A.  They are incorporated into and 
should be read as forming part of this Land Management Rebate Scheme Policy. 

Reference to other documents 

Rural Rate Rebate Policy 2001 - Bass Coast Shire Council. 

Review process 

This Policy will be reviewed by Council no later than four years from the date it is adopted 
or concurrent with any review of Council’s rating system.  The review will specifically 
assess the results of the monitoring inspections for compliance and effectiveness and any 
changes to the Council rating system for rural properties. 

Accountability process 

Council will receive a report in August each year on the outcomes of the Land Management 
Rebate and the application of this Policy. 

The report will be presented to Council by the Environment Manager. 
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Approval 

 

Approved by Council at its meeting held on  Date 19/09/2012 

 

Signed by the Mayor, Cr Veronica Dowman 

    Date 28/09/2012 

 

 

 

 


