
  Minutes 
Meeting Name: Meeting of Municipal Fire Management Planning Committee (MFMP)

Date: 09/03/2017 Start Time: 10.00pm Duration: 2.5 hours Location: Council Chambers

Meeting Objective To review fire prevention and preparedness in Bass Coast

No What Who

1.0 Present: James Bremner (BCSC, Acting Chair), Andrew O’Brien (VicPol), Damien O’Connor (CFA), Pete Walters (CFA 
BSO), Michael Kearns (VicRoads), Stefan Poll (PINP), Tim Bessell-Brown (Parks Vic), Gareth George (CFA), David Martin 
(BCSC), Cr Bruce Kent, Cr Julian Brown

Minutes: Corin Spencer (BCSC)

All

2.0 Welcome

Acknowledgement of the Traditional Owners

The Bass Coast Shire Council respectfully acknowledges the traditional owners of this land, their spirits and ancestors.

Welcome all committee members and guests, introduction and welcome to Councillors Bruce Kent and Julian Brown

James

3.0 Apologies: Paul Summons (CFA), David Gallagher (DELWP), Jarvis Weston (PINP), David Johnson (EMV), Ricky Read 
(CFA), Cr Pamela Rothfield

James

4.0 Minutes and Action Update James

4.1 Minutes from June 2016 Meeting 

Confirmation of Minutes: 

Moved: Gareth George

Seconded: Andy O’Brien

All

4.2 Action Update James



No Action Comment
1 Update MFMP for availability over 

Christmas period
Current MFMP is available online on the 
Bass Coast Shire Council website and 
via Crisisworks

2 Copy of seasonal outlook presentation 
be sent out with Minutes

Sent 12/1

3 Copy of Planned Burn Register to be 
sent with minutes

Sent 12/1

4 Explore opportunities to share social 
media messaging between agencies

Ongoing

5.0 Review of Contact Details of MEMP Members 

Attendance and Contact Register circulated

Corin

6.0 Correspondence

In – Confirmation of successful FARSS application from CFA Manager Community Safety Jude Kennedy(see item 12.0)

Out – Nil

Corin

7.0 Agency Reporting 

 Reports received from

o Bass Coast Shire Council Emergency Management
o PINP
o VicRoads
o CFA
o Victoria Police
Tim provided a verbal update of DELWP and Parks Victoria activities, including the commencement of the Autumn 
Planned Burn schedule. A burn has commenced in Erica, and prep is complete for Mirboo North and Boolara. Locally 
the Dunbabbin Rd (Gurdies) and Campbell Street burns are being prepared.

Action: Copies of reports submitted be distributed to Committee members with Minutes.

All

8.0 Membership/Terms of Reference
The committee members reviewed the Terms Of Reference and membership of the committee. Updates were proposed to 
include the current departmental name Department of Environment, Land, Water & Planning (DELWP), formerly 
Department of Environment & Primary Industry (DEPI), and to reflect the membership of a delegated councillor as the Chair.
Councillor Bruce Kent was nominated as the new Chair of the MFMPC.
Moved: James                  Seconded: Tim                      Carried

Chair



9.0 2016/2017 Fire Season
 All agencies reported a less eventful year than average as a result of milder than anticipated conditions over the summer.
PINP- Stefan reported the detection of a number of unauthorised campfires over the summer, mostly in areas within or 
adjacent to public carparks, foreshore and on beaches
Parks Vic- Tim also reported a high incidence of unauthorised fires, and confirmed this is occurring at a regional level. Parks 
Victoria has been mapping hot spots for unauthorised ignitions. (This document has been provided and will be circulated to 
committee members).
CFA- Pete reported there were only a couple of events with any significance for Bass Coast. These were;

 a small stubble burn that got away on a private property in West Creek (prior to declared FDP)
 a ground fire (peat fire) that flared up on a couple of occasions at Queensferry
 a small grass fire in Cape Woolamai

Chair

10.0 Safer Together
James reported on an update on the Safer Together policy that was provided at the Regional Strategic Fire Management 
Planning Committee. (see attached documents)
Tim provided further information on the policy, and reported on its impacts, current and future, at an operational level. The 
policy does support and build on the type of integrated fire planning and management that has been promoted by this 
committee. However, at this time there are existing legislative barriers to achieving some of the goals set by the policy. This 
has particular relevance for the “tenure blind” land management strategy, where both the fighting of fires and burning of 
vegetation on different tenures has different implications.
Gareth confirmed that there are some issues and requirements of significance that differ between the key agencies.
It was recognised that many of the activities currently being undertaken by this committee reflected the intention of Safer 
Together including close working relationships between agencies and shared communications and engagement.
Action: Copy of Safer Together documents to be distributed to members. Safer Together be included as an agenda item for 
future meetings.

James

Tim

Gareth

11 Burn Program
The committee reviewed the internal Planned Burn Register document. The current complexities in burn planning at the 
State level are presenting significant issues in getting plans signed off and conducted, and there are still some inconsistencies 
in the process between the different agencies. The current requirements have identified a deficiency in skills and qualifications 
across the agencies with responsibility for sign-off on planned burns.
Burns currently tabled for Bass Coast include:

 PINP- 

o Berry’s Beach/Storm Bay: A small (0.8 Hectare) environmental burn in the foreshore dunes. Subject to departure 
of migrating short-tailed shearwaters 



11.0 Burn Program cont.
 DELWP/PV- 

o Gurdies Dunbabbin Rd West: 28 Hectare fuel reduction burn
o Wonthaggi Campbell Street: 16 Hectare fuel reduction burn
o Wonthaggi Heathlands Block G:  5 Hectare ecological burn

It was recognised that multi agency communications and engagement in relation to local burns would be a great way to 
display to the community that we were working together on burn planning and implementation.  It was suggested that CFA 
and Bass Coast Shire could support door knocking and communications in relation to DELWP/PV burns planned for Bass 
Coast.

 BCSC-

o Thompson Estate Reserve
o Adams Estate Roadside
o Gareth confirmed that these Burn Plans would no longer be viable in their current form, and BCSC should liaise 

with him to develop new plans.
Action: The current Planned Burn Register document be distributed to members for comment and suggested amendments, 
but continue to be used to inform the committee of planned burns in Bass Coast Shire. Gareth to add Peacock Rd/Boral to 
register

All

12.0 FARSS Update
Community Safety Manager - CFA Southern Metro Region, Jude Kennedy has confirmed the success of the FARSS application 
submitted by this committee for additional static water supply at Harmers Haven.  Further planning work and budgeting 
would now be completed.  The works would be completed in the next financial year.

Chair

13.0 Fire Calendar Update
Pete highlighted the positive cooperative community engagement activities that have occurred over the summer, and 
discussed the options for improving and enhancing opportunities for further joint engagement. In areas of elevated fire risk, 
and particularly where there are a number of land management agencies proximate to human settlement opportunities exist 
for one-to-one engagement (door knocks etc.)
Pete discussed Community Information Guides and how reviewing and refreshing these documents could be a good 
community engagement tool for next year and might support more personal emergency plans for bushfire.
Action: Pete, James and Corin to catch up to discuss how we might review Community Information Guides for Bass Coast 
and how we might use them as a way of engaging with our high risk locations. 

Pete



14.0 General Business
o Damien reported there is currently discussion around calling an early end to the current declared Fire Danger Period. 

The committee discussed the implications of this, and decided that a number of factors, including persistence of drier 
local conditions and potential impacts on local capacity and resources, mean this is not currently supported by the 
committee members.

o Damien also raised the issue of hay bales being stored on the road reserve, on both VICROADS and BCSC managed 
roads. Damien will provide details to Michael and James.

o James reported that Community Safety Manager, Jude Kennedy has suggested the provision of Arson Prevention 
signage for the Wonthaggi Wetlands Reserve.

o James reported advice that the amended Bushfire Management Overlay will be active state wide from April
o Corin reported on the Victorian Built Environment Risk Assessment Process (V-BERAP). Documents will be 

circulated to members, for possible inclusion as agenda item for June meeting

All

15.0 Close of Meeting- Meeting closed at 12:10 pm Chair

Next meeting 8 June 2017 Wonthaggi Council Chamber

Code of Cooperation
1. We start on time and finish on time
2. We all participate and contribute – everyone is given opportunity to voice their opinions
3. We use improvement tools that enhance meeting efficiency and effectiveness
4. We actively listen to what others have to say, seeking first to understand, then to be understood
5. We follow up on the actions we are assigned responsibility for and complete them on time
6. We give and receive open and honest feedback in a constructive manner
7. We use data to make decisions (whenever possible)
8. We strive to continually improve our meeting process and build time into each agenda for reflection

Chair


