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2018 Bass Coast Citizen of the Year

(l-r) Cr Brett Tessari, Mayor, Cr Pamela Rothfield, 2018 Bass
Coast Citizen of the Year, Brendan Smith and last year’s
Citizen of the Year, Gene Parini.

We announced Wonthaggi’s Brendan Smith as the 2018 Bass Coast
Citizen of the Year at the Australia Day Awards presentation on
Wednesday, 17 January. Mr Smith was recognised for his energy,
enthusiasm and commitment to driving change. He has played a key
leadership role in community initiatives, developed various support
programs, and set up many successful community events.
He is dedicated to the Bass Coast community; not only in leadership
and mentorship, but also the time he commits to going above and
beyond to help others
Congratulations to all the finalists for the Award; Roger Clark from
Grantville, John Curran from Surf Beach, Sam De Pasquale from
Cowes, Wendy McBurnie from Inverloch and Marj Powell from
Newhaven. It’s always tough for our panel to select just one recipient
because all of our nominees are so deserving of the Award. The time
they all they put in and the difference they make in a variety of areas
is very significant.
If there is someone you think is deserving of this recognition look out
for the opening on nominations for the 2019 Awards later this year.

WUCAC renewal begins
The Wonthaggi Union Community Arts Centre (WUCAC) major renewal
project has started with contractors making use of the quiet period
between Christmas and New Year to remove the 35 year old seating
from within the auditorium.
The Centre is a very popular venue with bookings taking place for the
majority of the year.
Local builders, TS Constructions, and IT industry experts, HME Services,
are on site to start both construction and technical work. This will
include the installation of an access lift to the second tier of seating
into the auditorium, the renovation of patron bathrooms, the upgrade
to the orchestra pit and fire services, plus a full revamp of the lighting
and sound throughout the Centre.
Hadley Australia, who has removed the seats, will again be on site
nearing the completion of the project to install the brand new seating
as selected by the community.
The venue will be closed just before Christmas and will remain closed
until May whilst the works are completed. Wonthaggi Theatrical
Group’s ‘The Boy from Oz’ is set to stage on the reopening in May. The
works are valued at $2.2million allocated in the 2017/18 Renewal Budget.
Updates including progress photographs are available via Council’s
website at www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/wucac.

Work has started at WUCAC with the removal of the old seats
from the auditorium and other construction and technical work
beginning.
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Bass Valley Children’s Centre Open Day
The Bass Valley Children’s Centre has its first Open Day on
Tuesday, 23 January. This was a great opportunity for families
from the area to come and meet the new operators –
bestchance Child Family Care, take a tour of the new facility
and enrol their child in an early learning program.
Bestchance are a not for profit organisation who have been
providing education and support to children and families for
over 100 years.
The Centre will offer four-year-old kindergarten, long day
care, casual and vacation care. Programs will be tailored to the
age and stages of children, meeting the Victorian Early Years
Learning and Development Framework.
Additional visiting and specialist services such as Maternal
Child Health and parenting programs will also operate from
the Centre.
This important project is an example of a collaborative
approach between the Bass Valley community and Council.
The total project costs are in the order of $2.5 million.
Contributions to this project include Council ($1.5 million),
Department of Education and Training - Children’s Facility
Capital Grants ($900,000) and Bass Valley Children’s Centre Inc
($70,000).
To enrol your child for childcare and/or kindergarten places
for 2018 and onwards, contact Clair at bestchance on (03) 8562
5100 or email bassvalleycc@bestchance.org.au
The Centre is located adjacent to the Bass Valley Primary
School at 60 Corinella Road, Corinella.

Familiar faces? Annette and Andrea have been teaching at JLM for years and
are much-loved in our community. They will be running the four year old
Kinder program. Pictured here with Cash, Brax and their mum.

Paul Buckley PSM
Chief Executive Officer

Council’s Executive Team dropped in to the Open Day to check out the new
facility and were very impressed!

Emily is so excited to be working in the Babies Room. you might
recognise her from the Bass Community Centre where she
coordinated the Occasional Care program? Alison is the Volunteer
Coordinator at Bestchance and is keen to hear from people who
would like to volunteer at the Centre.

Cr Geoff Ellis and Mayor Cr Pamela Rothfield got a preview of the Centre in
early January before the Open Day.

