
Issue 21 – April 2017

CEO’s Report

Bass Coast Shire Council, 76 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi, VIC 3995 | DX 34903 Wonthaggi
PO Box 118, Wonthaggi, VIC 3995 | 1300 BCOAST (226 278) or (03) 5671 2211 | National Relay Service 13 37 77 (for people 
with communication diffi culties) | basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au | www.basscoast.vic.gov.au

ABN: 81 071 510 240

At Council’s Ordinary Meeting in February, Councillors 
decided to regularly hold monthly Ordinary Council Meetings 
in Wonthaggi and Cowes, as well as meetings in Grantville 
and Inverloch throughout the year. This will form part of the 
new Ordinary Meeting Schedule for 2017.

The aim is to make Council more accessible to more 
communities across the Shire, let more people take part 
in our question time and observe how Council works and 
makes decisions.

The 2017 Ordinary Meeting Schedule is:

Council Meetings 
shared across the 
Shire 

Date Venue
15 March Civic Centre, Wonthaggi
19 April Heritage Centre, Cowes
17 May Civic Centre, Wonthaggi
21 June Community Hub, Inverloch
19 July Civic Centre, Wonthaggi
16 August Grantville Hall, Grantville
20 September Civic Centre, Wonthaggi
18 October Heritage Centre, Cowes
15 November Civic Centre, Wonthaggi
13 December Cultural Centre Hall, Cowes

All Meetings begin at 5.00pm.

Wonthaggi Netball 
Courts Redevelopment 
completed
The Wonthaggi Netball Court redevelopment was recently 
completed and is now ready for 2017 season. The $757,000 
redevelopment commenced in October 2016 and was identifi ed 
as a key project within the Sport and Active Recreation 
Needs Assessment Study. The courts were funded through 
contributions from Council, Sport and Recreation Victoria, 
Wonthaggi and District Netball Association (WDNA) and the 
Wonthaggi Power Football Netball Club. 

The seven court project is now a showcase sporting facility 
for Bass Coast and will provide wonderful opportunities to 
all budding netballers across the Shire. The colourful courts 
were constructed using a plexipave surface that will provide all 
weather and compliant playing areas, which will allow the venue 
to host regular season games, tournaments and fi nals matches.
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Council has sought community input on its plan to map the existing 
areas of native bushland across the Shire, and identify linkages that 
will provide key environmental corridors. Community workshops 
were held in March to gather feedback on these maps and invite 
conversations on identifying key linkages from the maps and 
potential challenges. The Biodiversity Biolinks Plan aims to highlight 
passageways that are vital to increasing the amount of habitat in 
the region and allow fl ora and fauna to move from place to place, 
which will protect and develop the Shire’s natural environment. 
Council is currently working in partnership with the Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP), Landcare and the 
West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority (WGCMA), who 
have mapped the health and location of native vegetation in the 
Shire and identifi ed proposed Biolinks.

Mapping Bass Coast’s Biolinks

Workshops were held with community members to map Bass Coast’s Biolinks.

New controls to manage the use of rural land in Bass Coast 
Shire now form part of the Bass Coast Planning Scheme. 
Amendment C140, which implements the Bass Coast Rural 
Land Use Strategy 2014, was recently approved by the 
Minister for Planning, completing what has been a priority 
project for Council since the commencement of the 
Strategy in 2010. The Rural Land Use Strategy was adopted 
by Council in August 2013 with the Amendment affecting 
all Farming Zone and Rural Activity Zone land across the 
Shire. The Strategy sets out the long-term vision for the 
Shire’s rural areas and aims to protect the opportunity 
for agriculture and rural landscapes. It will maintain green 
breaks between towns and provide for rural tourism. It 
also recommends a number of changes to the Planning 
Scheme to provide strong policy direction, guide decision-
making and introduce new zoning and overlay provisions 
to support agriculture, encourage rural tourism and protect 
rural environmental assets.

More information on the Rural Land Use Strategy can be 
found on Council’s website or by contacting Council’s 
Strategic Planning Team on 1300 BCOAST (226 278) or 
(03) 5671 2211.

Rural Land Use Strategy 
part of Planning Scheme 

Council is enhancing the Cowes Foreshore as part of its 
commitment to asset renewal across the Shire. Having identifi ed 
the need for maintaining and upgrading existing assets, such as 
footpaths and public buildings, in its Long Term Financial Plan, 
Council will soon begin works to update public infrastructure, to 
be completed after Anzac Day.
Areas along the Cowes Foreshore to be refurbished include 
around The Esplanade toilet block, the area to west side along the 
Cowes Foreshore, and around the Findlay Street toilet block.  

These works will further enhance recent projects, such as renewal 
of the fl oor coating and painting at The Esplanade toilets, 
painting at the Mussel Rock picnic area, and the improvements to 
Erewhon Point and Red Rocks BBQ. The renewal works will also 
complement the recent works at the Cenotaph, as well as the 
Jetty Triangle redevelopment that is currently in planning stages.

Other renewal projects underway or soon to commence are: 

• 1.1km of South Dudley Road footpath from the wetlands to 
Wonthaggi Secondary College Dudley Campus 

• As a continuation of the footpath replacement works from 
Cowes-Rhyll Road to Redwood Drive, a further 1.1km of 
existing asphalt path between Cowes-Rhyll Road and Ramada 
Resort will be replaced with a two metre wide concrete path

• 800 metres of path renewal works on Phillip Island Road 
between Coghlan Road and the Koala Conservation Park. 

• Works at Inverloch Hub, including painting of the library and 
resurfacing of timber fl oors

• Works at Bass Coast Aquatic Centre, including painting and 
replacement of air-conditioning 

• Various other works to public facilities in Corinella, Grantville, 
Glen Alvie, Kernot, Dalyston and Wonthaggi

• Renewal of a pedestrian timber bridge on the Bass Coast Rail 
Trail located west of the mouth of the Powlett River

• Replacement of the Inverloch Boat Ramp public toilets

The total cost of these renewal works is estimated to be $1 
million. 

For further information on Council’s renewal works and projects, 
visit www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/projects. 

Investment Continues in Asset Renewal


