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Acknowledgement of Country

Bass Coast Shire Council acknowledge the Bunurong as the Traditional Owners and 

Custodians of the lands and waters, and pays respect to their Elders past, present and 

emerging, for they hold the memories, the traditions, the culture and Lore. 

Bass Coast Shire Council celebrates the opportunity to embrace and empower the Aboriginal 

and/or Torres Strait Island Communities in their diversity. 

Bass Coast Shire Council will create opportunities for future recognition and respectful 

partnerships that will honour the Traditional Owners and Custodians, and Aboriginal and/or 

Torres Strait Islander Peoples.
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The Advocacy Priorities outlined in this 
submission show Bass Coast Shire Council 
is ready to partner with the Australian 
Government.  With unprecedented growth 
and opportunities on multiple fronts, we 
are prepared to lead community-focused 
projects that connect communities, improve 
workforce capacity, protect our environment 
and showcase our tourism appeal.

Our priorities respond to our unprecedented 
population growth. We are now the fourth 
fastest-growing Local Government Area 
in Australia. Between 2020 and 2021 our 
population grew over three times that of 
Regional Victoria. In the next 15 years Bass 
Coast will grow 26% to a population of 
46,429.

We welcome 3.4 million annual visitors and 
every summer our population temporarily 
swells to over 80,000. Transformational 
change is being realised through local 
entrepreneurship, development of unique 
projects, increasing business acumen and 
community creativity. However, whilst local 
revenue streams currently provide support 
to many initiatives, infrastructure and 
projects, the numbers simply mean Australian 
Government support is critical to leveraging 
Bass Coast’s economic future.   

Council is aligned with the Australian Local 
Government Associations’ advocacy for the 
restoration of Financial Assistance Grants 
to 1%. This will ensure our local community 
doesn’t get left further behind. As the funding 
is untied,  we can spend it where it is most 
needed. This may include building new 
infrastructure, delivering new programs that 
meet community needs, as well as maintaining 
local pools, libraries, sporting grounds and 
roads. We are best placed to know our 
communities needs.

The Bass Coast Community has an excellent 
track record of partnering with the Australian 
Government to achieve outstanding 
outcomes. We look forward to collaborating 
on the priorities within these pages to further 
unlock the potential of the region. 

Message from our Mayor

Mayor 

Cr Michael Whelan
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Victoria

Bass Coast

Melbourne

About Bass Coast

Resident Population - Census 2021
40,789

Bass Coast Snapshot

Population during peak  
visitor periods

Over 80,000

Size of Bass Coast Shire
865km2

Approximate distance  
from Melbourne

130kmCowes

Wonthaggi

Grantville

San Remo

Inverloch
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Aquatics - Phillip Island and Wonthaggi
To support the health and wellbeing of our community and meet the needs of our growing 
population we are planning for two new aquatic facilities.

The Centres are designed to be carbon 
neutral and are expected to generate 
significant economic, health and social 
benefits for the local region by providing 
a diverse range of sports, events and 
activities.

Our regional centre, Wonthaggi will benefit 
from the new Bass Coast Aquatic and 
Leisure Centre capable of accommodating 
competitive swimming, leisure activities, 
general community use and major regional 
events. This centre will be built adjacent 
to the existing centre and will replace the 
outdated 45-year-old facility which has 
escalating operational and maintenance 
costs and fails to meet the needs of our 
community.

The Phillip Island community has had to 
commute long distances for learn to swim 
programs, rehabilitation and recreational 
swimming. Current and anticipated 
population growth alongside a strong visitor 
economy supports the development of a 
new Centre on Phillip Island. Council has 
purchased land in Cowes for the future 
home of the Phillip Island Aquatics and 
Leisure Centre.

In order for the Aquatic facilities to progress 
to construction stage, Council requires 
$79.3 million in funding.

They will also create 

 - 222 direct jobs during construction

 - 56 full time ongoing jobs 

 - A health benefit to the community of 
$17.8 million

$79.3m minimum investment

$15.3 million Council Contribution
Phillip Island Aquatics and Leisure Centre

Bass Coast Aquatic and Leisure Centre
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Bass Coast Dinosaurs Trail
To diversify and strengthen our visitor economy Bass Coast Council in conjunction with 
palaeontologists and the community have developed the Bass Coast Dinosaurs Trail.  It will 
deliver more jobs, highlight our environment, creativity, prehistoric heritage and express 
our First Nations culture. 

Stage One of this iconic experience will traverse 40km from San Remo to Inverloch, 
featuring six creative art sites amplifying the polar dinosaur fossils and fauna of the region, 
including showcasing the Victorian State Fossil Emblem Koolasuchus cleelandi. 

Council have finalised the Masterplan and purchased a 7 hectare site in Wonthaggi for the 
Gondwana Garden. We are currently undertaking detailed designs and feasibility studies 
on a Museum Discovery Centre and Sound and Light installation in Wonthaggi.

Stage 1 includes

 - Design and delivery of Gondwana Garden 

(Wonthaggi)

 - Design and delivery of Dinosaur Playground 

(Inverloch)

 - Design and delivery of 5 art installations 

along the trail (San Remo, Kilcunda, 

Wonthaggi, Eagles Nest, The Caves)

 - Design and delivery of Sound and Light 

Experience (Wonthaggi)

Stage 2 - $20 million investment

 - Design and Delivery of Museum 
Discovery Centre 

 - Design and Delivery of Stargazing 
Observatory 

Stage 1 will

 - Support 418 FTE new and existing jobs

 - Generate $36 million in direct value to Bass 

Coast economy by 2035

San Remo
Kilcunda

Wonthaggi

Eagles Nest

The Caves

Inverloch

Stage one  |  $20 million investment
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Climate Emergency Mitigation and Adaption

$11.5 million investment  |  Policy Change

To support the community’s aspiration to ‘take immediate action to protect and prepare Bass 
Coast for the serious risk that climate change poses, to secure a liveable and healthy future for 
our community,’ we seek urgent funding and policy change. Acknowledging we all have a role to 
play, Council has declared a Climate Emergency and is committed to supporting our community 
to reach zero net emissions by 2030.

Policy

Bass Coast calls on the Federal  
Government to  

 - Set an accelerated ambitious national 
emissions reduction target to limit global 
temperatures increases to 1.5 degrees 
Celsius above pre-industrial levels.

Projects

Cape to Cape Resilience Project: $10 million

Bass Coast seeks funding to deliver on the 
findings of the Regional Coastal Hazard 
Assessment that is being undertaken as part of 
the Cape to Cape Resilience Project.

Carbon Drawdown Smart Farms Pilot 
Project: $500,000

Support for improved agricultural and 
farming practices, including investigation 
and development of carbon capture and 
drawdown practices, increase productivity 
and diversity, to contribute to climate change 
and to future proof our economy. 

Electric Vehicles infrastructure: $1 million

Council seeks funding support to install 
infrastructure including EV charging stations, 
batteries and solar panels for car parks across 
Bass Coast to help tackle transport emissions 
and provide incentives for private vehicle 
drivers to make the switch sooner. 
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$11.5 million investment  |  Policy Change

Education

Increased Places

To facilitate education and employment pathways we led the development of a regional 
university hub to support local students.

As a champion of education for the region, 

Council is excited to see the considerable 

difference being able to study closer to home 

in a supported environment, can make. The 

Country Universities Centre Bass Coast has 

attracted more than130 students, since opening 

in 2021.

To ensure sustainability the Centre requires 

the provision of further Commonwealth 

Supported Places (CSP’s). The Centre has 

established revenue sharing partnerships with 

five regionally focused online universities 

underpinned by the allocation of CSP’s provided 

by the Commonwealth.  A deepening of the 

provision of CSP’s to Centres will incentivise 

partnerships with universities, and further 

support fee sharing revenues from universities.

Council supports the Country University Centre 

Bass Coast’s advocacy seeking the provision of 

further Commonwealth Supported Places for 

allocation following the end of the current term 

of funding and allocation (30 June 2023).
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Health
To deliver better health outcomes across Bass Coast, Council supports the advocacy of Bass 
Coast Health.

There are 6 main areas that Bass Coast Health have identified for funding

Residential Aged Care

There is a need for more Residential Care 
beds.  Bass Coast is currently at 70.2 places 
per 1000 people. The target for residential 
aged care is set by the Commonwealth at 
78 places per 1,000 people aged 70 years or 
older by 2021-22.

Women’s and Families Services - $4million

Funding for Level 4 Maternity Service 
with a neonatal cot . Each year, over 200 
local women travel out of the sub-regional 
catchment to have medium complexity 
births.

Mental Health

Funding for local services and primary 
prevention. There is significant unmet need 
of both younger and older consumers

Wonthaggi Hospital Expansion  
- $180 million

Funding for Stages 2 and 3 to build 32-bed 
acute ward, Dialysis, a 32-bed sub-acute 
ward, a new Outpatients Service, and Day 
Treatment Centre, Pharmacy, Pathology, 
Mortuary, Kitchen, Engineering, Supply, 
allowing sub-regional capacity.

Staff and Visitor Accommodation

Funding to develop a parcel of land near the 
hospital grounds to accommodate visiting 
staff who provide services at the hospital 
and family members who are visiting their 
loved ones, who are receiving End of Life 
Care.

Learning and Development Precinct

Funding to develop a dedicated, standalone 
Clinical Lab and training facility is needed 
to create a contemporary learning 
environment and address significant 
workforce shortfalls.

Increased Funding
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To alleviate congestion, improve community safety and improve the liveability and amenity, 
roads and freight in our community must be addressed.

Sealing Urban Roads

Affecting over 5,000 residents. Bass Coast 
Shire has a legacy of 100km of urban 
roads not built to acceptable modern 
standards, worth in excess of $250 million 
to upgrade. These roads fail to provide the 
expected quality of urban areas, detract 
from visitation and are hazardous due to 
increasing levels of traffic generating high 
levels of dust. 

These gravel roads feature a substandard 
design for their current traffic volume and 
have their speed limits reduced to assist 
with road safety. Environmental concerns 
abound due to the silt run-off from the 
gravel road. This impacts both stormwater 
and sewerage systems and has greater 
impacts on the RAMSAR-listed wetlands in 
these areas.

The sealed roads will increase the safety, 
amenity and reliability of the routes for all 
road users. Council seeks an increase of $5 
million per annum over the next four years. 

Transport – Freight

The growth of freight movements, tourism 
and development within Wonthaggi has 
increased demand and conflict on the local 
transport network. 

The Wonthaggi Alternative Freight route 
will: 

 - Eliminate current and potential 
bottlenecks

 - Reduce impact on amenity of town by 
diverting heavy vehicles

 - Improve safety 

 - Increase productivity and reduced 
freight and logistics costs 

 - Provide efficient access to extractive 
resources and markets 

 - Alleviate congestion and add improved 
access to the arterial road network

Council seeks $1 million for the detailed 
study and design of the Wonthaggi 
Alternative Freight Route.

Safer Roads

$21 million investment  |  Increased Funding
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Tourism Infrastructure -  
Bass Coast Tracks and Trails

$10 million Council Commitment

To grow and strengthen our visitor economy, support the health and wellbeing of our 
community and meet the needs of our growing population we have prioritised a series of 
tracks and trails that require funding support.

Tracks and trails are critical to the health and wellbeing of the Bass Coast community. They 
provide connection, recreation and exploration making a significant contribution to our 
visitor economy as well as providing links to key attractions.  Our trails are essential for the 
ongoing human interaction with nature that drives Bass Coast’s unique eco-tourism. 

Summerlands Peninsula Trails  
– Phillip Island Nature Parks project 

Creation of 18 kilometres of world class, 
accessible trails including bridges, lookouts 
and road crossings, linking the iconic 
Penguin Parade to the Nobbies through 
some of the most spectacular views and 
landscapes in Victoria. 

Gippsland Odyssey: Bass Coast Rail Trail 
extension - Woolamai to Nyora 

Creation of the 24.3km missing link to 
connect the Great Southern Rail Trail at 
Nyora, creating a super trail from Cowes 
all the way to Welshpool. The signature 
‘Gippsland Odyssey’ would connect 
Gippsland’s main towns and experiences, 
providing strong marketability and offering 
large commercial opportunities for trail 
and off-trail businesses, providing greater 
economic benefits to the region. 

$40+ million investment
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Wonthaggi North East 

Wonthaggi is one of the fastest growing places in Victoria and Council has  
developed the Wonthaggi Opportunity Unlocked plan to enable this regional centre to 
realise its potential. Wonthaggi North East presents an exciting opportunity to fulfill this 
growth and provide greater investment opportunities creating more local jobs.

The Wonthaggi North East Precinct Structure Plan (PSP) delivers attractive new 
communities set in surrounding farmland, capturing the benefits of growth whilst 
maintaining its status as a strong regional  service centre. It creates a strategic framework 
that will guide the Wonthaggi’s growth from 8,000 to 20,000 residents through the 
construction of approximately 5000 new homes over the next 30 to 50 years. 

Wonthaggi North-East will construct homes for 12,000 new residents, new community 
amenities and an expanded business and industry precinct. 

It will: 

1. Facilitate the development of 450 
hectares of residential land allowing 
5000 dwellings  

2. Provide affordable housing options for 
Victorians. The median house price in 
Wonthaggi has increased 52% in the last 
two years. 

3. Double the size of Wonthaggi 

4. Facilitate 60 hectares of commercial 
land, creating more than 2940 jobs over 
the life of the plan 

$13.9 million investment

As a catalyst to unlock the employment land, Council seeks $13.9 million towards 
construction of roundabouts to open up the only vacant commercially zoned land in 
Wonthaggi.
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Wonthaggi North East 
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Bass Coast Shire Council
76 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi, VIC 3995
PO Box 118 Wonthaggi, VIC 3995 

1300 BCOAST (226 278) or (03) 5671 2211 or 
via the National Relay Service (if you are deaf 
and/or find it hard hearing or speaking with 
people who use a phone) on their website: 

infrastructure.gov.au/media-technology-
communications/phone/services-people-with-
disability/accesshub/national-relay-service

basscoast.vic.gov.au
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