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Councillor contacts From the Mayor
Can you believe summer has come and gone 
already? Whilst it may feel like the festive 
season is fi nally coming to a close, there is 
still a lot happening throughout autumn with 
plenty of events to enjoy! Take a look at 
‘What’s on in Bass Coast’ on page 12 so you 
don’t miss out on all the fun!
Our ‘Help shape a better Bass Coast’ 
engagement campaign to help develop our 
Council Plan 2017-21 offi cially came to a close 
at the end of January after a big month of conversations, comments, 
ideas, and Councillors and Council staff simply being out in our 
communities to hear what you had to say. To say it was a ‘big’ month 
is actually quite an understatement. This truly was the greatest 
breadth of any engagement campaign Bass Coast Shire Council has 
ever undertaken and I am blown away at the number of people who 
took the time to fi ll out our survey, stop and have a chat, attend our 
community sessions or send in their thoughts. To put some numbers 
to it all – we had 2,651 website page views, reached over 64,000 
people through social media, sent over 3,000 emails, had over 850 
surveys completed, ran a hugely successful Facebook Q&A session 
and spoke with over 820 people across 18 events. Phew!
The draft Council Plan has been written and we’ll be looking for your 
feedback in March and April. Keep an eye on 
www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/abetterbasscoast for all the details.

Cr Pamela Rothfi eld
Mayor

Cr Stephen Fullarton
(03) 5951 3379 
0429 099 118
stephen.fullarton@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Pamela Rothfi eld (Mayor)
(03) 5951 3393
0428 936 025
pamela.rothfi eld@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Michael Whelan
(03) 5951 3394 
0429 129 811
michael.whelan@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Julian Brown
(03) 5671 2123
0429 130 472
julian.brown@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Les Larke
(03) 5671 2121
0428 747 461
les.larke@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Brett Tessari (Deputy Mayor)
(03) 5671 2122
0428 857 845
brett.tessari@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Geoff Ellis
(03) 5671 2157
0428 840 868
geoff.ellis@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Bruce Kent
(03) 5671 2156
0428 741 843
bruce.kent@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Clare Le Serve
(03) 5671 2155
0448 083 286
clare.leserve@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Please check www.basscoast.vic.gov.au for updates. 
All correspondence can be addressed to Bass Coast 
Shire Council, PO Box 118, Wonthaggi, VIC 3995.

Remember to tune into 3mFM, our local community radio 
station, for regular updates on what’s happening with Council. 
Our radio show goes to air on Tuesday at 9.30am, Thursday at 
4.30pm and Saturdays at 10.00am.

88.1 Wonthaggi, Inverloch, Korumburra and Leongatha
89.1 Phillip Island, San Remo and West Gippsland

If you miss the show don’t despair! You can listen to past 
shows on our podcast on iTunes or on SoundCloud.

Do you use Facebook, Twitter or Instagram? Follow us for all 
the latest updates on Council news and information about 
what’s happening around the Shire.

Follow us online!
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www.facebook.com/
BassCoastShire 

Twitter
@basscoast

Instagram
@BassCoastShire 

YouTube
Search for ‘Bass Coast 
Shire Council’
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Tune into your Council!
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Mr Parini’s fellow fi nalists were John Methven OAM 
from San Remo and Tony O’Connell from Wonthaggi. 
Mayor, Cr Pamela Rothfi eld, acknowledged that 
“selecting our Citizen of the Year Award is not an easy 
task, because all of our nominees are so deserving of 
the Award”.
Mr Parini was awarded the Bass Coast Citizen of the 
Year in recognition for his commitment to sport in Bass 
Coast, and in particular, his role as one of the founding 
members of the Inverloch Stars soccer club.
Cr Rothfi eld congratulated Mr Parini on his Award 
and thanked him for his dedication to the Bass Coast 
sporting community.
“Your work is invaluable to our community; not only 
in improving the health and wellbeing of so many and 
giving people a place to be part of a team, meet new 
people and connect with one another, but also all the 
hard work you’ve done to improve sporting facilities 
for the benefi t of the entire Shire,” Cr Rothfi eld said.
Mr O’Connell was a part of the group involved in 
starting up Inverloch Parkrun; a free weekly 5km 
timed run along The Esplanade. Parkrun in Inverloch 
has grown in popularity since it commenced in 2014. 
Mr O’Connell held the position of Event Director for 
two years, growing the event and encouraging people 

The Bass Coast Citizen of the Year was presented to Cape Paterson’s Gene Parini at the 
Australia Day Awards Presentation in January. 

of all ages and abilities to take part. In his current role as 
Gippsland Territory Director, he has supported teams of 
volunteers to plan and commence their own local Parkruns 
on Phillip Island, as well as across Gippsland. 
At the core of Mr O’Connell’s work, and Parkrun, is a 
philosophy that exercise should be free and accessible to 
all. He has an infectious passion for healthy living and a 
can-do attitude. Mr O’Connell is a great role model for the 
community; when he’s not running, he volunteers with the 
CFA and Lifesaving Victoria.
Mr Methven OAM served as an Army Offi cer for 10 years, 
including a tour of Vietnam in 1967/68. Many locals will 
know Mr Methven for his contribution to, and work with, 
the National Vietnam Veterans Museum on Phillip Island.    
He is a founding member of the Museum and has held 
the positions of Chairman of the Board, Chief Executive 
Offi cer and, currently, Museum Curator. As a direct 
result of Mr Methven’s signifi cant input, the National 
Vietnam Veterans Museum has received innumerable 
acknowledgements and awards. 
Mr Methven’s dedication to veterans is evident through 
his roles in the areas of welfare and pensions, advocacy for 
veterans and tireless commitment to events, groups and 
services. 

Bass Coast’s 2017 Citizen of the Year

(L-R) Mayor, Cr Pamela Rothfi eld, Tony O’Connell, Gene Parini, 
John Methven and Cr Brett Tessari
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Community get 
grant ready

There has been plenty of progress on the Bass Valley 
Children’s Centre in Corinella, with the slab poured in 
December, works on the timber frame began in January. 
Installation of structural frames and roofi ng works were 
completed in February and the building is expected to 
be at lock-up stage by the end of March.
Following a request from the community, a time lapse 
camera has been placed on the site to record the 
construction, so at the end of the project we’ll be able 
to see all the key stages of the project completed in 
minutes! 
In November last year, the community were also invited 
to come along and meet the builders, TS Constructions, 
who answered questions about the build. 
The Children’s Centre is expected to be completed by 
January 2018. 

Up goes Bass Valley 
Children’s Centre!

In February, a free forum – ‘Get That Grant’ – 
presented by the Bass Coast Local Grant Makers 
Network was held to help not-for-profi t community 
groups and organisations learn how to write effective 
grant applications. 
The Network consists of representatives from Council, 
Bass Coast Community Foundation, Gippsport, local 
Bendigo Community Bank branches, and Landcare.
Held in Wonthaggi, the theme of the day was learning 
how to present grant applications that stand out from 
the crowd.
Over 80 people attended, with plenty of local 
community groups represented.
The Network’s speakers gave presentations about their 
programs and were available for one-on-one ‘speed 
dates’ to discuss potential grant projects with groups.
“We welcomed guest speakers, the Australian Sports 
Foundation, who explained how they can lend their 
Deductable Gift Recipient status to sporting clubs and 
assist with fundraising campaigns,” Mayor, Cr Pamela 
Rothfi eld, said.
“Representatives from the Foundation for Regional 
Renewal and the Gardiner Dairy Foundation also held 
a workshop that went step-by-step through writing an 
effective grant application, such as what to make sure 
you include and what to leave out.”
Council will continue to support the community with a 
series of Community Building learning and connecting 
opportunities planned this year.
For more information on Council’s Community Grants 
program, visit www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/grants, or 
to express interest in Council’s Community Building 
Network, contact Kristen Yates-Matthews on (03) 5671 
2440, or email k.yates-matthews@basscoast.vic.gov.au. 



Discussion around access to Phillip Island 
and the potential of a car ferry is about 
to take the next step, with Council 
leading the development of a business 
case for a car ferry between Cowes and 
Stony Point. 
Council will partner with Regional 
Development Victoria (RDV) and 
Mornington Peninsula Shire Council 
to review the cost, requirements and 
viability of a Cowes to Stony Point car 
ferry. The Councils will provide $25,000 
each to the project, while RDV have 
pledged a $200,000 contribution. 
The car ferry topic features in both the 
Council’s Phillip Island and San Remo 
Visitor Economy Strategy 2035 – Growing 
Tourism, and Destination Phillip Island’s 
Strategic Tourism Plan 2014-2019. Mayor, 
Cr Pamela Rothfi eld, said the investigation 
into the practicality of a car ferry is 
aligned with the interests and direction of 
the community.
“There has been strong interest by a 
range of key stakeholders, such as Visit 
Victoria, RDV, Destination Phillip Island, 
Mornington Peninsula Shire Council, 
Destination Gippsland and key tourism 

attractions on the Island to continue to 
explore the viability of a car ferry,” Cr 
Rothfi eld said.
“At this stage, Council hasn’t committed 
to anything more than a business case, 
and will be asking our community for 
input as part of the process. We will 
have the opportunity to assess the 
recommendations of this project before 
any further decisions are made.”
Supporters of the car ferry suggest it 
will stop Phillip Island being a ‘one way’ 
destination and create an iconic coastal 
touring route, connecting Great Ocean 
Road, Mornington Peninsula, Phillip Island, 
mainland Bass Coast, Wilsons Promontory 
and the Gippsland Lakes. The ferry could 
boost both international and domestic 
visitation, particularly during the shoulder 
and winter seasons. 
“There are, however, a lot of factors to 
consider before a decision is made, and it 
is important for Council to get involved 
in the project at an early stage, so we can 
ensure we have as much input as possible 
as the project progresses” Cr Rothfi eld 
said.

Council to investigate car ferry
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Did you know that Wonthaggi is identifi ed as one of 
the Regional Centres for Gippsland which means it is 
a primary location to accommodate urban growth?  
This status gives Council the opportunity to work 
collaboratively with the community and key stakeholders 
to enhance an already thriving town by providing 
greater diversity of housing, employment opportunities, 
commercial and community facilities. 
In responding to these opportunities, Council is planning 
for growth in Wonthaggi including the preparation of 
the Wonthaggi North East Growth Area Project. This 
exciting project is a partnership between Council and 
the Victorian Planning Authority (VPA) to provide long-
term growth for the town over the next 30 to 50 years.  
The project area to the north east of Wonthaggi has 
the potential to provide up to 4,000 new homes; new 
parkland, play spaces, sports pitches, wildlife corridors and 
wetlands; land to facilitate employment opportunities; 
community facilities including kinders, schools, and aged 

care facilities; and upgrades to roads and identifi cation of 
a future bypass alignment. 
A Precinct Structure Plan will be developed to identify 
the future location of housing, roads, community hubs, 
schools, parks, drainage, land for employment and 
connections to the existing town centre. Alongside this, 
a Development Contributions Plan will identify where 
infrastructure is required and split costs of development 
equitably across the precinct.
In May this year, we’re asking the local community to 
provide input into the Precinct Structure Plan. More 
details about times, dates and places for the engagement 
sessions will be available on Council’s website, Facebook 
page and in local media closer to this time.
For more information or to be notifi ed when the 
engagement sessions are being held, please contact Chris 
Peckett or Chris Wightman at 
strategic.planning@basscoast.vic.gov.au or on 
1300 BCOAST (226 278) or (03) 5671 2211.

Planning for growth in Wonthaggi



Elected at the Local Government Elections in 
October last year, the new Bass Coast Shire Council 
is required to develop a Council Plan that sets their 
strategic direction over the next four years. 
Along with this Plan, Council has to also develop 
a Municipal Public Health and Wellbeing Plan and 
commence the development of their fi rst Annual 
Budget. 
To collect our community’s thoughts, ideas and 
opinions to feed into these documents, a community 
engagement campaign was developed called ‘Help 
shape a better Bass Coast’.
Council is committed to improving community 
engagement and want to make it a key focus over the 
next four years. ‘Help shape a better Bass Coast’ was 
the largest community engagement project Council 
has even run.
Lead by Councillors and supported by Council 
staff throughout the month of January, community 
engagement sessions were held in various townships, 
pop-up stalls at community events, promotion on 
social media and an active Facebook Q&A session. 
Online and hard copy surveys were also distributed, 
feedback posters were placed on community boards 
and in places of interest, ideas posters were fi lled 
out at children’s holiday programs, and engagement 
sessions were run with over 150 local students. 

To gather a variety of information, the following 
questions were confi rmed by Council for the 
engagement:
• What would make living, visiting or investing in Bass 

Coast better?
• What would you like to see retained or improved?
• What health and wellbeing issues are you concerned 

about?
• What would you like the Council to achieve in the 

next four years?
Council will use the community engagement to develop 
the draft Council Plan which will be presented to Council 
and then made available to the community for comment 
in May 2017. 
This will include a formal consultation process that will 
also provide the opportunity for the community to make 
submissions, based on the draft Plan. 
The community is encouraged to keep their eyes out for 
the draft through Council’s website at 
www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/abetterbasscoast, on Council’s 
social media channels and in local publications to make 
sure you have the chance to read it and provide feedback.
The fi nal version will be presented to Council for 
adoption by June 2017.   

Throughout January 
we had:
• Over 2,600 website page views

• Over 52,400 people reached on 
Facebook (including 4,200 during the 
Live Q and A session)

• Over 10,800 people reached on Twitter 

• Over 850 people reached on Instagram

• Over 3,000 emails sent

• Over 850 surveys completed

• Over 820 people engaged with directly 
through the workshops, pop-ups and 
Councillor catch-ups

Thanks for shaping a better Bass Coast
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Thanks to a close partnership with the Surf Life Saving 
Club and a grant from the State Government’s 2016/17 
Coastal Environment Program, Council was able to have 
the beach ready for visitors before the peak tourist 
season with both a new track and home for the tower.
Surf Beach access had been closed since July 2016 due 
to damage caused by signifi cant storm surges and high 
tides, leaving the track beyond repair.
Mayor, Cr Pamela Rothfi eld, said that the section of 
beach near the Inverloch Surf Life Saving Club is one of 
the most visited in the Bass Coast area.  
“It is also a location that requires vehicle access in order 
to provide a lifesaving service and to allow access for 
other marine emergency services, such as search and 
rescue,” Cr Rothfi eld said.  
“With the nearest alternative vehicle beach access 
located over three kilometres away, it was critical that 
the Goroke Street track was reinstated in the interests of 
community safety.”
A new track was constructed along a different alignment 
to the former track and was designed to follow the 
natural dune, minimising the impact to natural erosion 
and vegetation loss. 

Once the track had been completed, attention turned 
to the relocation of the observation tower, which 
was moved around 60 metres down the beach to the 
entrance of the new track.
As part of its move, the tower was placed on skids, as 
opposed to the previous posts on concrete footings, 
to make it easy to relocate the building should further 
beach erosion occur.
Cr Rothfi eld said the outcome was the work of a great 
partnership between all parties involved.
“It is fantastic to see that Council, the Life Saving Club 
and the Department of Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning (DELWP) were able to work through some 
diffi cult challenges caused by the natural environment,” 
Cr Rothfi eld said. 
“The relocation of the building ensures that the Life 
Saving Club could observe the beach and provide a 
valuable community safety service for the busy summer 
season.
“I’d like to thank the Bunurong Ward Councillors, Cr 
Brown, Cr Tessari and Cr Larke, as well as Council staff 
for the work they did with the Club and DELWP that 
enabled us to arrive at this great outcome.”

With erosion causing signifi cant changes to the beach and sand dunes at Surf Beach in 
Inverloch over the past few years, summer was looking grim for the beach’s access track and 
the Inverloch Surf Life Saving Club’s observation tower late last year.

Inverloch’s changing Surf Beach



Celebrating our 
Young Leaders

What’s on at 
your library?

Fortnightly produce swap 
Join local gardeners to swap excess produce, 
seeds or seedlings and your smiles. 
Inverloch Library - Wednesdays 15, 29 March,  
12, 26 April, 10, 24 May from 4.00pm until 
5.00pm

Poetry Slam
The poetry slam is a chance for poets, drama 
students and lovers of the English language 
from all over the area to speak, scream, 
howl, whisper or sing their poems, stories 
and lyrics to the world. Enter on the night or 
come along as a spectator. Bookings free but 
essential.
Wonthaggi Library – Wednesday, 3 May 
Registrations from 6.30pm, for a 7.00pm start

Minecraft mayhem
Join in with our Minecraft creative session. For 
ages 8 and up. Bookings free but essential.
Wonthaggi Library – Friday, 7 April from 
4.00pm until 5.30pm

Lego Club Challenge
A special holiday Lego Club – we’ll be 
challenging everyone to build something new 
with our LEGO Challenge Cards.
Phillip Island Library - Tuesday, 11 April from 
4.00pm until 5.00pm
Wonthaggi Library - Wednesday, 12 April 
from 4.00pm until 5.00pm
Inverloch Library - Thursday, 13 April from 
4.00pm until 5.00pm

To make a booking for any of these free 
events, visit www.wgrlc.eventbrite.com.au or 
call (03) 5622 2849 for assistance. 

To fi nd out more about other upcoming
events and services at your local library 
(including the South Coast Mobile Library), 
pick up a copy of the quarterly ‘What’s On’ 
guide.

8    Coastell  

Each year, young leaders from across Bass Coast are involved in 
the Bass Coast Young Leaders Awards. Schools across the Shire 
are asked to nominate two students from Year 6 and Year 11 
to participate in the Awards program. Students are nominated 
based on the positive attributes they possess and inspire, 
and the skills they demonstrate through academia, hobbies, 
passions, and friendships.  
The program asks students to recognise who they look up to 
as leaders in their community you can imagine the responses 
are like the participants – diverse, fun and clever. While there 
was a strong focus on community leaders such as Mums, Dads, 
ballet teachers, and coaches, their inspiration also included 
iconic international leaders such as Nelson Mandela and Malala 
Yousafzai. To view the responses from the young leaders, visit 
the Bass Coast Youth Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/BassCoastYouth.
Participants were also invited to a leadership workshop and 
lunch with the Mayor and Deputy Mayor. 
In addition to exploring and strengthening leadership skills, the 
workshop provided a valuable networking opportunity where 
all participants from different schools could interact, and to ask 
the Mayor and Deputy Mayor questions.
Now in its 10th year, the Awards are continually growing. This 
year a Victorian Certifi cate of Applied Learning (VCAL) category 
was introduced to recognise leaders in alternative settings. Jayde 
(Chisholm TAFE), Molly (Wonthaggi Secondary College Satellite 
VCAL) and Chloe (Wonthaggi Secondary College VCAL) are the 
three young women representing the fi rst Bass Coast Young 
Leaders in this category. 
The Awards ceremony at RACV Inverloch Resort on Tuesday, 21 
February 2017 provided an opportunity for family and schools 
to celebrate all of the Young Leaders recognised in this year’s 
program. 
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The redevelopment of the Jetty Triangle in Cowes 
is one step closer to reality, with Council going to 
tender for the detailed design and construction of the 
project. This project is part of the Cowes Revitalisation 
Project which involves three catalyst projects – the 
Jetty Triangle, Cowes Cultural and Community Centre, 
and Transit Centre and All Day Car Park. 
The redevelopment of the Triangle will include 
the installation of terraced, grassed areas for event 
space, new pathways, landscaping and access to the 
Cenotaph. 
At its Ordinary Council Meeting on 14 December 2016, 
Council gave the green light to go to tender for the 
Triangle with an estimated cost of $2.3 million. 
The tender will include a hold point following the 
detailed design to not proceed with construction until 
State funding has been confi rmed.
A further report will be presented to Council detailing 
options for progressing the other two components of 
the Revitalisation Project.
Mayor, Cr Pamela Rothfi eld, explained exactly what 
Council’s decision meant for the Shire.
“This is very exciting news, especially for the Cowes 
community and central business district, as the 
redevelopment of the Jetty Triangle was identifi ed 
as a priority in the Cowes Activity Centre Plan,” Cr 
Rothfi eld said.

Next step for Jetty Triangle 
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“Once this project is completed, the Triangle will become 
a must-visit for tourists and locals alike as a place to relax, 
socialise, be entertained and enjoy.”
Council will be going to tender in the coming months, 
so people may see consultants, engineers and landscape 
architects walking around the area in preparation for their 
design and tender responses.

The Southern Gippsland Sustainability Festival is 
returning to Bass Coast this year, and will run from 
10.00am until 2.00pm on Sunday, 9 April at the State 
Coal Mine in Wonthaggi.
The Festival will includes exhibits and advice on energy 
and water saving initiatives, a recycled art exhibition, 
and fun for the kids, such as face painting and a native 
Australian animal encounter. Entry is free, and the day is 
a great opportunity to learn more about the Love Food 
Hate Waste program, cheese making, bee keeping and 
much more.  
Attractions at the Festival will include eco-friendly 
products, practical information on sustainable 
options, recycling and re-purposing, down-to-earth 
demonstrations and speakers, displays of alternative 
energy sources, local produce, self-suffi ciency skills  and 
local food vans.
These provide practical skills for residents and visitors to 
use daily at home, work and in the community.

The Festival is proudly sponsored by major sponsors 
Sunscape Electrical and The Cape, and support sponsors, 
Wattlebank Park Farm and the State Coal Mine.
For more information, please contact Council’s 
Coordinator Economic Development Roslyn Jenzen on 
(03) 5951 3317 or r.jenzen@basscoast.vic.gov.au.

Sustainability Festival back in Bass Coast

A concept design of the Jetty Triangle
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Council will implement new laws that will affect cat 
ownership in Bass Coast.
In May 2016, Council declared two Orders in relation to 
the responsible ownership of cats, and from 10 April this 
year, Council will not register a new cat unless the cat is 
desexed or is exempt under the Domestic Animals Act 
1994. 
From the same date, Council will require cat owners to
contain their cats to their property between sunset and
sunrise, unless controlled and in the presence of their 
owner.
The aim of the new Orders are to protect wildlife, reduce 
instances of cats causing a nuisance to neighbours and 
unwanted litters of kittens and, ultimately, making all cats 
safer. 
Roaming cats, both domestic and feral, have a signifi cant 
impact on the environment. On average, Council receives 
around 150 requests each year from people wanting 
to borrow one of Council’s free cat traps to deal with 
a nuisance or feral cat on their property and responds 
to around 80 complaints in relation to cats at large, 
indicating that stray cats are causing a nuisance.

Take the 
scenic 
route

If you have a passion for exploring Bass Coast by bike or 
foot, Council’s new Walks and Trails brochure is for you! The 
brochure is your ultimate guide to leaving your car at home 
and seeing all the stunning sights the region has to offer at 
a slightly slower pace. You can pick up a copy at Council’s 
Visitor Information and Customer Service Centres, or 
download it at www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/walks. 

Council voted to keep the Inverloch Transfer 
Station open and running at the February 
Ordinary Council Meeting.
The previous Council had made a decision in 
August last year to close the facility as of 1 
September 2017; however the newly elected 
Council revisited the decision at the fi rst Ordinary 
Meeting for the year.
Mayor, Cr Pamela Rothfi eld, said Council 
reconsidered the closure following calls from the 
community to keep the site operational.
“Keeping the Inverloch Transfer Station open is a 
result of listening to our community,” Cr Rothfi eld 
said.
“Councillors have committed to being 
representative of our community’s concerns and I 
am delighted to see this in action.”
The Inverloch Transfer Station is located on 
Old Ford Road and is open Saturday through to 
Monday from 8.30am to 4.30pm.

Inverloch Transfer Station 
stays open

New cat controls this April

When it comes to feral cats, Council is working closely 
with Phillip Island Nature Parks and Parks Victoria, who 
are active on the ground implementing feral cat reduction 
programs on French Island and Phillip Island.
For more information on cat ownership and the new 
controls, please contact Council’s Local Laws Team at 
local.laws@basscoast.vic.gov.au, or call them on 
1300 BCOAST (226 278) or (03) 5671 2211. 



Bass Coast Shire Councillors have decided to hold their 
monthly Meetings at locations across the Shire including 
Wonthaggi, Cowes, Inverloch and Grantville. 
Traditionally, the monthly Ordinary Council Meetings are 
held at the Wonthaggi Civic Centre or Cowes Cultural 
Centre. The decision to share these Meetings across the 
Shire was made at the recently elected Council’s Ordinary 
Council Meeting on 15 February 2017. Mayor, Cr Pamela 
Rothfi eld, said Council want to make communication 
between the community and Council accessible and easy, 
and moving the meetings around the Shire will improve 
this. 
“We understand that being able to attend 5.00pm 
Meetings in Wonthaggi isn’t always possible for many 
people, especially when it means having to make at least 
an hour round trip late in the evening,” Cr Rothfi eld said.
“Rotating our meeting locations mean more community 
members will have a chance to attend Council meetings 
throughout the year, take part in our question time and 
generally just have the opportunity to see how Council 
works and makes decisions on the behalf of our residents 
and ratepayers.”

Date Venue
15 March Civic Centre, Wonthaggi
19 April Cultural Centre Hall, Cowes
17 May Civic Centre, Wonthaggi
21 June Community Hub, Inverloch
19 July Civic Centre, Wonthaggi
16 August Grantville Hall, Grantville
20 September Civic Centre, Wonthaggi
18 October Cultural Centre Hall, Cowes
15 November Civic Centre, Wonthaggi
13 December Cultural Centre Hall, Cowes

All Meetings begin at 5.00pm.

The 2017 Ordinary Council Meeting schedule is:

Meetings moving across 
the Shire

The Wonthaggi Cinema proved to be a popular place for 
families throughout the summer school holidays, with a 
number of latest release fi lms screening, including Sing, 
Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them.
There was also plenty to choose from for adults as well, 
including Girl on the Train, Founder, Mad Max Fury Road and 
La La Land. 
Mayor, Cr Pamela Rothfi eld, said the Cinema has been quite 
busy during the day, with Sing proving to be a real hit for 
families. 
The Wonthaggi International Film Festival was also a great 
success, with around 180 people attending the red carpet 
opening on Friday, 17 February and strong attendances at the 
selection of foreign fi lms across the weekend.
“Running a cinema is a whole new business for Council,” Cr 
Rothfi eld said.
“While, as expected, there have been a few teething issues, 
the overall feedback so far has been brilliant, and the 
community is extremely happy to see the continuance of 
cinema in Bass Coast.”
For the latest information on movies and times, please visit 
www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/cinema. 

Cinema a summer hit
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10-13 Inverloch Jazz Festival
The Inverloch Hub and The Glade

11 Cowes Night Market
Cowes Jetty Triangle

11 Serenade at Sunset
Grantville Recreation Reserve

12 San Remo Fishing Village
San Remo Foreshore

17-19 HPV Energy & Innovation Festival
Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve

18-19 Gippsland MotoX Championships
Wonthaggi MotoX Complex

March

1 Wonthaggi Laneways Festival
Wonthaggi Laneways

1-2 MX Nationals
Wonthaggi MotoX Complex

2 Grantville 4WD Show and Shine
Grantville Recreation Reserve

8 Luminous Street Celebration Night
Pioneer Bay, Grantville, Tenby Point, 
Corinella, Coronet Bay

9 Southern Gippsland Sustainable Festival
State Coal Mine Wonthaggi

14 Mary’s Walk
Rail Trail Wonthaggi to Kilcunda

14 Walk for the Kids
George Bass Trail Kilcunda to San Remo

15 Cowes Night Market
Erehwon Point, Cowes

15 Coronet Bay Market
Fred Gration Reserve, Coronet Bay

15 Inverloch Primary School Easter Fair
Inverloch Primary School

15 Rotary Craft Market
The Inverloch Hub

16 Coronet Bay Beach Fair
Foreshore, Coronet Bay

21-23 Phillip Island SuperSprint - V8s
Phillip Island Track

25 Anzac Day – Cowes, Bass, Inverloch, 
Wonthaggi, San Remo

29 Surfi ng Reserve Challenge
Cape Woolamai Surf Beach

April

14 Mother’s Day Walk
Apex Park,  Wonthaggi

May

What’s on in Bass Coast?

Bass Coast Shire Council, 76 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi VIC 3995  |  PO Box 118, Wonthaggi, Vic 3995
Ph: 1300 BCOAST (226 278) or (03) 5671 2211 | Fax: (03) 5671 2222 | basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au   
www.basscoast.vic.gov.au | National Relay Service 13 36 77 (for people with communication diffi culties)
Bass Coast is a low carbon council. Available on audio CD and large print format on request.

For more information about the events above, 
please visit www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/events.

If you’re running a community event, don’t 
forget to list it on Council’s online Event 
Calendar. You can register your community 
event free of charge by visiting the address 
above.


