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Transformation on show

The investment from Council was $2.2million which was 
allocated in the 2017/18 Budget. Improvements to the 
Centre include:
•	Replacement of 424 seats 
•	 Installation of an accessibility lift
•	Re-painting, new carpet and new lights in the 

auditorium
•	A 39kw solar system installed on the roof
•	 Improved	fire	and	emergency	safety
•	 Increased access and technical improvements to the 

orchestra pit
•	 Improved lighting and rigging systems
•	New, state of the art audio system
•	Renovations to the foyer including new bathrooms, a 

feature historical wall, window decorations and lights. 
Bass	Coast	Mayor,	Cr	Pamela	Rothfield,	explained	how	
these	improvements	will	benefit	the	community.	

“The Wonthaggi Union Community Arts Centre is a much 
loved and well used community facility, with back-to-
back	bookings	for	most	of	the	year,”	Cr	Rothfield	said.
“It will be wonderful to sit back and enjoy the wonderful 
local theatre productions, music and dance concerts, 
charity	events,	films	and	much	more!	All	of	this	in	new	
comfy seating within the improved space.”
Audiences	can	expect	to	see	many	various	performances	
on stage at the Centre following the improvements. 
Acts such as comedy, music, dance and, of course, 
film,	will	all	be	showing	throughout	the	year.	The	
Centre will continue to show movies during the school 
holiday periods and the Bass Coast Fine Film group will 
continue	operating	out	of	the	Centre,	showing	fine	films	
throughout the year.
You can see what’s showing and coming up by visiting 
our website at www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/nowshowing. 
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The Wonthaggi Union Community Arts Centre underwent a transformative restoration during December 
2017 to May 2018. The newly refurbished space opened with the Wonthaggi Theatrical Group’s production 
‘The Boy from Oz’ in May.  

Photo: Geoff Glare



Councillor contacts From the Mayor
Congratulations	everyone!	Our	Organic	waste 
collection has been in service for one year, 
and	we	have	achieved	significant	changes	in	
that time, such as: 
•	 A 77 per cent diversion of waste from 

landfill
•	 Collected	7,680	of	Organic	waste	to	be	

turned into compost and returned back to 
the earth

These	figures	demonstrate	a	real	understanding	in	our	community	
about the importance of managing our waste correctly in order to 
protect	our	environment.	Keep	up	the	great	work	Bass	Coast!			

On	a	more	sombre	note,	we	are	too	often	exposed	to	horrific	acts	
of violence against women in the media. When these atrocities 
occur not only on our doorstep but effectively in our very living 
room, the horror is brought home with an unbearable intensity. The 
tragic death of a community member, mum and daughter shook 
our community to its very core. It also united us and mobilised 
the white ribbon cause; that we will not tolerate violence against 
women. White ribbons were worn on lapels, tied around letter 
boxes,	displayed	in	shop	windows,	football	matches,	marches	and	
fundraising and awareness raisng events were held. The community 
swelled to perform an act of solidarity and agreed that things must 
change.	One	of	the	most	important	messages	of	White	Ribbon	is	
that the standard we walk past is the standard which we accept. 
We must all play a role in changing the behaviour of our society.    

Cr	Pamela	Rothfield
Mayor

Cr Stephen Fullarton
(03) 5951 3379
0429 099 118
stephen.fullarton@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Pamela Rothfield (Mayor)
(03) 5951 3393
0428 936 025
pamela.rothfield@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Michael Whelan
(03) 5951 3394
0429 129 811
michael.whelan@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Julian Brown
(03) 5671 2123
0429 130 472
julian.brown@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Les Larke
(03) 5671 2121 
0428 747 461
les.larke@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Brett Tessari (Deputy Mayor)
(03) 5671 2122
0428 857 845
brett.tessari@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Geoff Ellis
(03) 5671 2157
0428 840 868
geoff.ellis@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Bruce Kent
(03) 5671 2156
0428 741 843
bruce.kent@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Clare Le Serve
(03) 5671 2155
0448 083 286
clare.leserve@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Please check www.basscoast.vic.gov.au for updates. 
All correspondence can be addressed to Bass Coast 
Shire	Council,	PO	Box	118,	Wonthaggi,	VIC	3995.

Remember to tune into 3mFM, our local community radio 
station, for regular updates on what’s happening with Council. 
Our	radio	show	goes	to	air	on	Tuesday	at	9.30am,	Thursday	at	
4.30pm and Saturdays at 10.00am.

88.1 Wonthaggi, Inverloch, Korumburra and Leongatha
89.1 Phillip Island, San Remo and West Gippsland

If	you	miss	the	show	don’t	despair!	You can listen to past 
shows on our podcast on iTunes or on SoundCloud.

Do you use Facebook, Twitter or Instagram? Follow us for all 
the latest updates on Council news and information about 
what’s happening around the Shire.

Follow us online!
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Facebook 
www.facebook.com/
BassCoastShire  

Twitter
@basscoast 

Instagram 
@BassCoastShire 

YouTube
Search for ‘Bass Coast 
Shire Council’ 

Tune into your Council!
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The Advocacy Strategy 2018-21 underpins Council’s 
Advocacy priority list: Representing our Community, 
Shaping our Future. This list, which was originally 
adopted	in	October	2017,	was	also	revised	at	the	
recent Meeting.

Some priorities on the previous list have been 
achieved, receiving over $155 million in funding. 
This includes the Wonthaggi Secondary College 
senior campus development, Wonthaggi Hospital, 
Wonthaggi Highball Stadium and Phillip Island/
Back Beach Road intersection. This successful 
advocacy has created the opportunity for Council 
to reconsider the list and adopt some new advocacy 
priorities.

The	priorities	identified	on	this	list	are	outlined	in	
the Advocacy Strategy as level one priorities. The 
Strategy, which outlines a three-tiered approach, 
explains	that	these	are	the	top	5-10	priorities	for	
the community and will undergo a pro-active and 
planned approach.
Mayor,	Cr	Pamela	Rothfield,	explained	that	the	three-
tiered approach aims to ensure Council is as effective 
as possible with its resources such as time, funds and 
skills.

“While there are endless priorities important to our 
community, it’s important that we create structure to 
help us decide the top ten priorities on which we will 
focus	our	energy	and	time,”	Cr	Rothfield	said.
“Doing this puts us in the best position to achieve 
great outcomes for our community.”

“However, we must not forget that the priorities 
of our community change, and opportunities also 
change depending on the political climate. This 
Advocacy	Strategy	has	the	flexibility	needed	to	
adapt to changing environments, and the structure 
needed to ensure we are being smart with our use of 
resources.”

The Advocacy Strategy and new priority list are 
available to view in full on Council’s Website at  
www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/advocacy

Council’s first ever Advocacy Strategy was adopted at the June Ordinary Council Meeting. 
This strategic document provides a clear framework on how Council will advocate on the 
priorities and concerns of our community.

Top ten advocacy priorities
•	Tertiary education investment – planning for 

improved tertiary education options 

•	Visitor	economy	infrastructure	-	pathways	
funding	for	trails	and	paths	identified	as	tourism	
assets and aligned with Council’s Aspirational 
Pathways Plan

•	Bass Coast foreshore management and 
erosion control – funding for erosion control 
infrastructure

•	Decentralise a  government department/service 
to Wonthaggi to support Wonthaggi’s status as a 
regional centre

•	Transfer management of the current Wonthaggi 
Secondary College McBride Campus site to 
Council and development of a masterplan for 
future use of the site

•	Planning policy changes recognising and 
protecting Bass Coast’s unique natural landscape

•	Cowes Jetty replacement and request to state 
government for funding support to investigate 
this location as a potential car ferry terminal site

•	Wonthaggi North East Precinct key infrastructure

•	South West Gippsland Transport Strategy

•	Cowes 24 hour Pharmacy and Nursing Facility

Advocacy Strategy for Bass Coast
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How to save on your spring clean out
Bass Coast Transfer Stations accept all kinds of 
household waste for a fee, and recycling free of 
charge. 
Mayor,	Cr	Pamela	Rothfield,	explained	that	next	time	
you go to a transfer station you can reduce your 
charges by sorting your waste. 
“We all enjoy having a really good clean-out and 
finally	getting	rid	of	that	pile	of	rubbish	we’ve	
been keeping in the shed or backyard, and often 
this includes materials that could be recycled,” Cr 
Rothfield	said.	
“By keeping recyclable materials and green waste 
separate, not only are we helping the environment by 
reducing	what	we	send	to	landfill,	we	are	also	saving	
money by reducing the load we will be charged for.”
With	the	cost	of	landfill	increasing	throughout	the	
country,	some	disposal	fees	for	landfill	waste	have	
also increased at Bass Coast transfer stations. 
These	fee	changes	reflect	increases	in	costs	in	
managing	landfill	including	landfill	construction	and	
rehabilitation, state levies, operational costs as well as 
environmental monitoring.

Items recycled for free at Bass Coast Transfer 
Stations:

•	 Paper and cardboard
•	 Glass
•	 Hard plastic
•	 Scrap metal and whitegoods
•	 Batteries (household and car)
•	 Paint (Wonthaggi only)
•	 Fluorescent light bulbs and tubes
•	 Mobile phones
•	 TVs,	computers,	printers,	tablets,	monitors	

and laptops

Bass Coast residents can also organise one hard waste 
collection	of	up	to	two	cubic	metres	each	financial	
year for a service fee of $60 ($35 for pension and 
health care card holders). To book a collection, please 
contact Wonthaggi Recyclers on (03) 5672 1933.
To	find	out	the	waste	disposal	fees	and	opening	hours	
of your closest transfer station,  
visit www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/waste

Bass	Coast	Visitor	Information	Centres	
welcome volunteers who are passionate and 
knowledgeable about our region.  If you are 
someone who is interested in developing your 
skills, meeting new people, being part of a 
friendly and professional team and would like 
to share your knowledge with visitors, please 
contact us.  There are opportunities available 
for ‘Meet and Greet’ positions and positions 
where you can use your computer skills to assist 
visitors with bookings for local attractions and 
accommodation.
For further information about volunteering, 
contact	Council’s	Visitor	Services	Team	Leaders,	
Jenni McMillan (Phillip Island) on 1300 366 422 or 
Janette Little (Inverloch) on 1300 762 433.

Volunteers	are	a	great	source	of	local	information	and	knowledge	which	adds	colour	and	
flavour	to	the	visitor	experience.	Bass	Coast	Visitor	Information	Centres	rely	on	volunteers	
to operate successfully.  

Volunteers for visitors wanted
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The San Remo Cemetery is managed by Bass Coast Shire 
Council Cemetery Trust who partner with the ‘Friends of 
San Remo Cemetery’ in the maintenance of some of the 
memorial areas within the Cemetery, including a feature 
memorial garden. This beautiful circular garden (above) 
offers an alternative for people to place their loved ones 
and	it	provides	visitors	a	solemn	place	of	reflection,	as	
well as spectacular views over Bass Strait.
As with many ‘friends of’ groups, it’s the local community 
connection and tireless work of the members that helps 

ensure this Cemetery remains a treasured location for 
those who have their loved ones laid to rest there. The 
Friends of San Remo Cemetery also provide valued 
feedback and suggestions to the Cemetery Trust as to 
the ongoing development of the area and contribute 
significantly	to	the	preservation	of	the	Cemetery.
If you are interested in volunteering some of your time 
to help with maintaining the gardens or assisting in other 
areas at San Remo Cemetery please contact Council’s 
Cemetery	Management	Officer	on	(03)	5671	2136.

What is a Section 86 Committee you may ask? 
The answer is a voluntary Committee of Management that 
directly manages community facilities on behalf of Council 
and the community. 

Council has a number of Section 86 Committees that 
oversee a range of community facilities including Dalyston 
Hall and Recreation Reserve, Kernot Hall and Reserve, 
Newhaven Hall and Glen Alvie Recreation Reserve. 
Committee members volunteer their time and work 
together to ensure the facility is maintained and used 
appropriately. 

Friends of San Remo Cemetery

Want to join a Section 86 Committee?

Glen Alvie Recreation Reserve

Dalyston Hall

They provide important local advice to Council about 
the facility and its needs to ensure it continues to 
be a valued and thriving community asset. Generally, 
Committees meet once every two to three months 
to discuss any maintainence, development and 
improvement for the facility.  

If	you	are	interested	in	joining	a	Committee,	the	first	
step is to complete a nomination form. Council’s 
Committees	Officer	will	then	work	with	the	
Committee and nominee to obtain an appointment 
approval from Council. For more information, contact 
the	Council	Committees	Officer	on	(03)	5671	2136	who	
will be more than happy to assist. 
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Recreation has been a focus for Council over the last 
18 months with multiple projects across the Shire 
completed and planning for future projects underway. 

Construction of new lighting is complete at both 
Newhaven Recreation Reserve and Inverloch’s 
Thompson Reserve. 

Newhaven received four new 28 metre poles ,creating 
100	lux	lighting	for	training	purposes.
This $230,000 project is being funded by Sport and 
Recreation	Victoria	as	part	of	the	community	sports	
infrastructure fund ($100,000), Council ($65,000) and 
the Phillip Island Soccer Club ($65,000).

Three new lighting towers, and a fourth 
telecommunications/lighting tower, were installed at 
Thompson Reserve in Inverloch earlier this year. The 
$260,000 project was funded with a $100,000 grant 
from	Sports	and	Recreation	Victoria	with	Council	and	
the Inverloch Stars Soccer Club each contributing 
$80,000. 

Major reconstruction of the Wonthaggi Power 
Football Netball Club facilities was carried out in 
February. The $380,000 project is part of Council’s 
renewal program and involves construction of new 
change rooms, kitchen, toilets and social rooms. 
Upgrades to Dalyston and Cowes recreation reserves 
began in March. This includes the construction of new 
home and away change rooms at both Reserves. 

Following the adoption of the Skate Strategy in 
March 2018, Council is moving quickly on responding 
to	the	short	term	actions	identified	in	the	Strategy,	
and investing in Skate Park facility improvements and 
developments as part of the 2017/18 renewal program 
and 2018/19 Budget. 

Inverloch	and	Wonthaggi	were	the	first	of	a	number	of 
improvement projects, with both skate parks receiving 
resurfacing	works	in	May.	Ongoing	development	of	
skate parks across the Shire include the replacement of 
the Cowes Skate Park, construction of new incidental 
skate parks in Corinella and Grantville, and the design 
for a new Regional Skate Park in San Remo.

Council’s 2018/19 Budget contains an allocation of  
$2 million towards strategic land purchases on Phillip 
Island for future community needs and recreation 
projects.  

The Budget also contains $1.1 million towards stage 2 of 
the replacement of the pavilion at Dalyston Recreation 
Reserve, $920,000 towards the refurbishment of the 
netball courts at Cowes, Bass and Dalyston, and $40,000 
to upgrade lighting at the Inverloch Tennis Club.  

And, amongst all of this activity, Council’s Recreation 
and	Culture	Team	have	undertaken	extensive	
community consultation in order to prepare and 
develop the Active Bass Coast Plan, a strategic plan to 
outline and guide the future of activity, both social and 
recreational, and the use of open space in Bass Coast. 
For more information visit  
www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/active

Recreation focus for Bass Coast

Members of the Inverloch Stars Senior Women’s soccer team and their 
coach are very happy to be able to train on their home ground under lights.

Construction of new home and away change rooms is well underway at 
Dalyston Recreation Reserve.



Coastell    7

Council adopted its 2018/19 Budget at the June 
Ordinary	Council	Meeting.	This	follows	a	period	of	
community consultation which included a public 
submission process during May.

The Budget remains aligned with Council’s Long 
Term Financial Plan and will continue to focus on 
maintaining	and	upgrading	existing	assets	with	a	
Capital Works Program of $19.63 million.

Mayor,	Cr	Pamela	Rothfield	thanked	the	community	
for their feedback and submissions towards the 
development of the Budget.
“This year we received a lot of diverse feedback and 
submissions	to	consider,”	Cr	Rothfield	said.
“Our	community	told	us	that	they	really	value	and	
want improved recreation facilities across Bass 
Coast	and	this	year’s	Budget	reflects	this	with	the	
significant	number	of	fantastic	recreation	projects	
included in the Capital Works program. A number 
of	changes	have	been	included	in	the	final	Budget	in	
response to community feedback from submissions.”

An additional $20,000 to the Youth Services 
component of the 2018/19 Budget, enabling funding 
of $40,000 to be provided to YES Youth Hub.
An amount of $160,000 has been added to review 
the alignment and design of the Inverloch Surf 
Parade Shared Pathway in response to a submission 
from the Inverloch Tourism Association. This 
review will look at the path design and car parking 
provisions.	Construction	for	the	Path	from	Veronica	
to Goroke Street will be deferred until 2019/20 
and/or 2020/21. Funding for a feasibility study for a 
pathway between Rose Avenue and Coghlan Road, 
Cowes was also added with an additional $25,000 
allocated in the Budget.

The 2018/19 Budget can be viewed at  
www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/budget

Key projects and services include:

•	 Supporting the Wonthaggi Shared Highball facility and 
the second year contribution for Cape Paterson Life 
Saving Club replacement, $700,000

•	 Ongoing	development	of	skate	parks	across	the	
municipality with replacement of the Cowes Skate 
Park and design for a Regional Skate Park in San Remo, 
$500,000

•	 Acquisition of land for future community needs in 
Cowes, $2,000,000

•	 Further development of the Cowes Transit Centre and 
all day car park, $727,000

•	 Continued implementation of Pioneer Bay roads and 
drainage upgrade scheme, $4,364,000

•	 Planning for an upgrade to the car park at Anderson 
Road Boat Ramp, Cowes, $25,000

•	 Design for the Beachcomber YCW activity area, $15,000

•	 Design	of	Olive	Justice	Place,	Cowes,	$25,000

•	 Upgrade of lighting at the Inverloch Tennis Club, $40,000

•	 Support for works and signage at the Corinella Boat 
Ramp car park, $45,000

•	 A contribution to the Inverloch Soundshell, $45,000

•	 Refurbishment of the netball courts at Cowes, Bass and 
Dalyston, $920,000

•	 Replacement of the pavilion at Dalyston Recreation 
Reserve, $1,100,000

•	 Replacement of the air conditioning at the Wonthaggi 
Union Community Arts Centre, $350,000

•	 Refurbishment of the Phillip Island Football Club rooms, 
$700,000

•	 Rehabilitation of Loch-Wonthaggi Road, Krowera, 
$300,000

•	 Rehabilitation	of	Ventnor	Beach	Road,	Ventnor,	$317,000

•	 Renewal of Bourne Creek (Kilcunda) Trestle Bridge, 
$400,000

•	 Continuing support for our agricultural community with 
a rating differential of 80 per cent plus the opportunity 
to apply for the Rural Land Management Program

Other items also included in response to public 
submissions include:
•	 Phillip Island entrance planning and design, $50,000

•	 Contribution to feasibility study for a pathway 
between Rose Avenue and Coghlan Road, Cowes 
$25,000

Council adopts 2018/19 Budget

Annual 

Budget 

2018/19
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Bass	Coast	Shire	Council,	76	McBride	Avenue,	Wonthaggi	VIC	3995		|		PO	Box	118,	Wonthaggi,	Vic	3995
Ph:	1300	BCOAST	(226	278)	or	(03)	5671	2211	|	Fax:	(03)	5671	2222	| basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au    
www.basscoast.vic.gov.au |	National	Relay	Service	13	36	77	(for	people	with	communication	difficulties) 
Bass Coast is a low carbon council. Available on audio CD and large print format on request.

Each	year	between	May	and	October	our	coastal	
waters play host to Humpback Whales and Southern 
Right Whales, some of the ocean’s most majestic 
creatures, as they make their way from the cold 
waters of Antarctica to the warmer waters off the 
Queensland coast.
Along the coast you have the opportunity to enjoy 
the magic of whale spotting. The trail includes ten 
interpretive signs dotted along well-known whale 
watching locations from Summerland, Phillip Island 
to	Eagles	Nest,	Inverloch.	These	unique	signs	explain	
the commonly seen whale species, how to identify 
them and their behaviour, and also where they are 
going to and coming from in their annual migration.

The Trail celebrates the awe of whale spotting. It 
provides a platform for families and people of all 
ages	and	backgrounds	to	experience	something	far	
beyond the everyday.

You can download a copy the Whale Discovery Trail 
brochure from the ‘Whale Trail’ page at visitbasscoast.com, 
or	pick	one	up	at	any	of	the	Bass	Coast	Visitor	Information	
Centres in Cowes, Newhaven and Inverloch.

Did you know that Bass Coast is home to a Whale Discovery Trail?

Winter wanderers

Interpretive signs are located at various vantage points around the Shire

Have you joined 
the library yet?
Become a library member online today and enjoy 
our free eBooks, eAudiobooks and music streaming 
straightaway. Membership is free and available to 
everyone.	Visit	the	West	Gippsland	Libraries	website	at	
www.wgrlc.vic.gov.au to sign-up, or call into your local 
library

West Gippsland Libraries operates three libraries in Bass 
Coast Shire; Inverloch, Wonthaggi and Phillip Island. 
Membership offers you access to millions of items, 
including the collections of around 100 public libraries 
in	Victoria	through	the	Swift	Consortium.	Free	Wi-Fi	
and access to public PCs make it easy for you to stay 
connected. 

The libraries also hold regular free programs across a 
range of ages and interests, including school holiday 
activities and weekly Baby Rhyme Time and Story Time 
sessions. 

Don’t forget, you can pay 
for boat ramp tickets online 
through PayStay. PayStay signs 
and instructions are up at all 
Bass Coast boat ramps where 
charges apply. Council will 
be removing the old ticket 
machines. However, you can 
still purchase tickets and annual 
permits from participating 
retailers and Council Customer 
Service Centres. For all of the 
details, visit  
www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/
boatramps

PayStay at Bass Coast  
boat ramps


