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Cowes to get Cultural Centre upgrade
Council has resolved to commit $19 million to
rebuild the Cowes Cultural and Community Centre.

Inside

At October’s Council Meeting, Council endorsed the
demolition and new build option for the Centre.
The new Centre will feature a library and research hub,
multipurpose community hall with 400 seat capacity,
theatre/cinema/concert and lecture hall, modern dressing
rooms, storage and stage management systems, accessible
toilet facilities, operational facilities for local historical and
genealogy societies and commercial kitchen.
The funding will be allocated in the draft 2020/21 and
2021/22 Budgets, with $15 million from new borrowings
and $4 million from Council reserves. Council will continue
to explore partnerships with other tiers of Government
to seek grant funding to deliver the Project. This Project
aligns with the Cowes Activity Centre Plan (2015) and
Council’s strategic intent to create a legacy project in
the centre of Cowes. Following the adoption of the
Plan, extensive engagement on the redevelopment
of the Centre was completed in 2016; a concept and
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An artist’s impression of the new Centre

design process followed (2018/19), involving stakeholder
engagement along the way. The project is at a stage
where it is ready to be built. This places it ahead of other
community projects, which still require planning, design
and engagement, such as an aquatics centre for Phillip
Island.
“We are in the process of confirming and securing
the site for a future aquatics centre and have funding
proposed in the 2020/21 Budget for the design of this
aquatics centre. We will also continue to request funding
support from State and Federal Governments,” Mayor, Cr
Brett Tessari said.
“We need to first secure the land and complete a
master plan for the site before funding the construction.”
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Councillor contacts
Cr Julian Brown
(03) 5671 2123
0429 130 472

Bunurong Ward

julian.brown@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Les Larke
(03) 5671 2121
0428 747 461
les.larke@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Brett Tessari (Mayor)
(03) 5671 2122
0428 857 845
brett.tessari@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Stephen Fullarton
(03) 5951 3379
0429 099 118

Island Ward

stephen.fullarton@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Pamela Rothfield
(03) 5951 3393
0428 936 025
pamela.rothfield@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Michael Whelan
(03) 5951 3394
0429 129 811
michael.whelan@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Geoff Ellis (Deputy Mayor)
(03) 5671 2157
0428 840 868

Western Port Ward

geoff.ellis@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Bruce Kent
(03) 5671 2156
0428 741 843
bruce.kent@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Cr Clare Le Serve
(03) 5671 2155
0448 083 286
clare.leserve@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Please check www.basscoast.vic.gov.au for updates.
All correspondence can be addressed to Bass Coast
Shire Council, PO Box 118, Wonthaggi, VIC 3995.

From the Mayor
I am delighted to have been re-elected as
Mayor and am equally thrilled to welcome
Cr Geoff Ellis to the role of Deputy Mayor.
The Mayor and Deputy Mayor were elected
for the remainder of this term at a Special
Council Meeting in November. I would also
like to thank and acknowledge outgoing
Deputy Mayor, Cr Bruce Kent, for his incredible
support and contribution over the past year. I
look forward to working with Cr Ellis and our fellow Councillors, on
behalf of the community for the next 12 months.
It is finally here! Summer has arrived and with it comes a huge
variety of events and festivities, and celebrations.
Our beaches will come to life over the next few months. We are
lucky enough to have several beaches in the Shire patrolled by Surf
Life Saving Clubs. The red and yellow flags are on patrolled beaches
on weekends from the start of December, until Easter making it easy
for swimmers to find somewhere safe to take a dip.
There are a few things we can do to keep ourselves happy and
healthy once the temperature starts heating up. Don’t forget to
slip, slop, slap, look out for anyone in your community who might
be affected by extended periods of hot weather and please, never
leave anyone or your pets in hot cars.
The beautiful summer weather also brings holiday-makers to
experience our beautiful part of the country. With the hustle and
bustle of the tourism season comes an increased risk on our roads
and beaches. Please take care and stay safe this summer.
Cr Brett Tessari
Mayor

Follow us online!
Do you use Facebook, Twitter or Instagram? Follow us for all
the latest updates on Council news and information about
what’s happening around the Shire.
Facebook
Instagram
www.facebook.com/
@BassCoastShire
BassCoastShire
Twitter
@basscoast

YouTube
Search for ‘Bass Coast
Shire Council’

Tune into your Council!
Remember to tune into 3mFM, our local community radio
station, for regular updates on what’s happening at Council.
Our radio show goes to air on Tuesday at 9.30am, Thursday at
4.30pm and Saturday at 10.00am.
88.1 Wonthaggi, Inverloch, Korumburra and Leongatha
89.1 Phillip Island, San Remo and West Gippsland
If you miss the show don’t despair! You can listen to past
shows on our podcast on iTunes or on SoundCloud.

Partnering to address erosion
Parts of the Inverloch foreshore are being significantly
impacted by erosion, including the coastline in front of
the Inverloch Surf Life Saving Club building and Bunurong
Road.
In October, the State Government announced $1.15 million
to help combat this erosion. From this funding, $450,000
is being used to install a wall of large, fabric (geotextile)
sandbags to protect the Inverloch Surf Life Saving Club
(SLSC) building from further erosion. Sandbags have been
chosen over a rock wall as they are safer in this popular
location, lower in cost and will be able to absorb some
of the wave energy rather than deflect it. The remaining
$700,000 will be used for a pilot development of a
Regional and Strategic Partnership (RaSP) over the wider
Inverloch marine and coastal area.
Work is already being done by the multi-agency Inverloch
Coastal Protection Working Group on a number of onground, short-term options to manage the erosion and
protect the Inverloch SLSC and Bunurong Road. The RaSP
will go much further than this, by developing a Local
Coastal Hazard Assessment and Community Resilience
plan, to better understand the reasons behind why coastal
erosion is occurring at Inverloch and the wider coastal
area, and to establish longer-term solutions to assist in
planning how to respond to changes in the coastline.
Local Coastal Hazard Assessment and Community
Resilience planning will investigate the coastal processes
of Inverloch and the surrounding coastal environment
through data collection, analysis and modelling and will

include extensive community engagement.
The work will also support the volunteer efforts of
the South Gippsland Conservation Society and their
Inverloch Coastal Resilience Project, as well as the work
already undertaken by the Inverloch Coastal Protection
Working Group and the broader community.
Agencies collaborating to form the RaSP include the
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning,
Bass Coast Shire Council, South Gippsland Shire Council,
Parks Victoria, Regional Roads Victoria and Gippsland
Ports.
Members of the Inverloch Coastal Protection
Working Group were present for the State
Government’s funding announcement

Climate Emergency Declared
At its September Council Meeting, Council declared a
climate emergency and committed to working with the
community to develop a 10-year Climate Action Plan.
This declaration acknowledges the requirement for
immediate and urgent action to reverse global warming,
and compliments current Council activities to reduce
emissions and build community resilience against the
impacts of climate change.
Bass Coast Shire Mayor, Cr Brett Tessari said declaring a
climate emergency will affect all residents, businesses
and visitors of Bass Coast.
“We understand that to protect the region from the
impacts of climate change, we need to work closely with
our community to identify actions at an accelerated
pace,” Cr Tessari said.
“This declaration puts us in line with 35 other local
governments in Australia who have also formally
acknowledged the ongoing threat of climate change.”
The Bass Coast Climate Change Action Plan 2020-30 will

set out how Council and the Bass Coast community can
more effectively contribute to climate change mitigation
and be more resilient and well adapted to the effects of
a changing climate.
It will also include a target of zero net emissions by
2030 across Council operations, as well as the wider
community.
“The development of the Action Plan will include
extensive community and stakeholder engagement
to ensure participation and ownership across the
community,” Cr Tessari said.
“Council has allocated $200,000 from the 2018/19 Budget
surplus to develop the Action Plan, which will allow us to
fully engage with the community to put together a really
comprehensive plan for the future.”
Organisations representing 66 million people in 13
countries have adopted formal climate emergency
resolutions. This includes over 965 governments, of
which 37 are Australian councils and states.
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A University Centre for Bass Coast
Council has been leading an exciting tertiary education
project for the past 18 months and are awaiting a
decision by the Federal Government for $2 million in
funding.
The establishment of a Bass Coast University Centre is a
top advocacy priority for Council.
The University Centre will provide a local facility where
multiple providers can deliver courses, and where any
online student can access important resources including
technology, study spaces, career mentoring, library,
student support services, and importantly socialise
with other students and feel a part of the student
environment. This project has been driven by the Bass
Coast Higher Education Steering Committee and the
recently formed Bass Coast University Centre Board.
The Board have submitted an application through
the Federal Regional University Centres 2019 funding
program. Mayor, Cr Brett Tessari, met with Minister for
Education, The Hon Dan Tehan MP, at Parliament House
in Canberra in November.
“It was excellent to sit down with the Minister and
explain to him just how much of a game changer this
University Centre would be for our community,” Cr
Tessari said.

Mayor Cr Brett Tessari (right) met Federal Minister for
Education, The Hon Dan Tehan MP

“Only half of Bass Coast students who receive their first
preference university placements enrol or defer, the other
half opt not to enter into tertiary education.”
“We know that this is largely due to the tyranny of
distance, and the financial, social and logistical challenges
with moving away from home to study.”
Funding is expected to be announced in February 2020.

Planning for the future
The State Government’s Minister for Planning, Richard
Wynne was in Bass Coast in October, to make two very
exciting announcements. The first was to declare the entire
Bass Coast region permanently protected from overdevelopment, through its recognition as a Distinctive Area
and Landscape (DAL) under the Planning and Environment
Act 1987. The second announcement was for a grant of
$20,000 and $20,000 of in-kind support, to progress the
master planning for the future use of the former Wonthaggi
Secondary Campus on McBride Avenue.

Cr Bruce Kent, Cr Brett Tessari, Jordan Crugnale MP, Minister
for Planning Richard Wynne and Council CEO Ali Wastie.

Once the 2019 school year is over, the management of
the former Wonthaggi Secondary College campus on
McBride Avenue will transfer to Council. Cr Tessari said
attracting funding to develop a plan for future use of
this site has been a top advocacy priority for Council
for over 12 months and welcomed the announcement
of $20,000 from the State Government.
The Master Planning process, which this funding will
help to deliver, will involve community consultation
and engagement which will begin in 2020.
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mecwacare announced as new provider
In November 2018 and May 2019, Council resolved
to transition out of Aged and Disability Services and
Assessment Services respectively.
Council has provided these highly valued services
to the community since the 1980s. Unfortunately,
the Commonwealth’s aged and health care reforms
make it unviable for Council to continue delivering
these services, as it is unable to compete with private
providers.
mecwacare has been chosen by both State and Federal
governments as the provider of Aged and Disability
Services, Assessment Services and Carer Programs for
the Bass Coast Shire and will start servicing Bass Coast
clients from January 2020.
mecwacare is a not-for-profit organisation that has
been providing a range of care services to the Victorian
community since 1959 and is already providing aged
care and disability services in the South Gippsland Shire.
They have a number of offices throughout Victoria,
including a local office in Inverloch.
A key benefit for clients is that many of the services
provided by Council will be provided by mecwacare at
lower fees.
Council will transfer all client records to mecwacare.
This is to ensure that mecwacare has the same
information to deliver the same services to clients that

they received from Council. Council will retain a copy
of client records that clients can access.
Current clients and carers impacted by this change
have been notified of the new service provider, and
information sessions were held during November for
those affected.
Bass Coast Shire CEO Ali Wastie said Council is proud
of the services it has provided over the past 30 years
and its staff who have often gone above and beyond
to support the needs of the Bass Coast community.
“We are doing our best to ensure that our staff are
well supported through this change process and,
where possible, securing suitable redeployment
opportunities,” Ms Wastie said.
For further information on the changes and its impacts,
visit Council’s website at
www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/servicechanges or contact
Council’s Aged and Disability Team on 1300 BCOAST
(226 278) or (03) 5671 2211.
Residents 65 and over who wish to seek advice about
eligibility for services, can go to
www.myagedcare.gov.au or call 1800 200 422.
Residents under 65 can continue to contact Council
until 31 December 2019. After this date, mecwacare will
provide the assessment service and can be contacted
on (03) 8573 4980.

2019/20 Community Training Calendar
Are you a community group looking to expand, improve
your messaging or grow your funding for volunteer work?
Council has launched its 2019/20 Community Training
Calendar. The Training Calendar includes a number of
different topics, chosen after consultation with the
community.
“We asked community groups what training they’d like
and they told us that learning more about social media,
finding grants and dealing with group dynamics would be
really helpful,” Mayor, Cr Brett Tessari, said.
“These training workshops are free, so I encourage all
Bass Coast community groups to get along to this quality
training.”
Council’s Advocacy and Engagement Team presented
two social media workshops in September and October.
Community group members learnt how to use Facebook
to engage with and build up their communities.
Future workshops include ‘How to Find and Apply for
Suitable Grants’ and ‘Managing Challenging Conversations’.
The full Training Calendar can be found at
www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/communitytools.

For more information on the upcoming workshops or
the Community Training Calendar, contact Council’s
Social and Community Planning Team on 1300 BCOAST
(226 278) or (03) 5671 2211.
Cheryl Overton (second from left) from Rhyll Community
Association learnt some Facebook tips from (l-r) Sarah, Lauren
and Nina from Council’s Advocacy and Engagement Team
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Council adds third offset site
Council has voted to establish its third Native
Vegetation Offset site, located at The Gurdies.
This site will complement two already established
Native Vegetation Offset sites within the Shire and
allow for the continuation of the Native Vegetation
Offset Scheme.
Native Vegetation Offset sites enable the protection
and enhancement of native vegetation, as well as the
sale of native vegetation credits to permit holders in the
market place.
It is expected that The Gurdies offset site will generate
around $1.1 million through the sale of credits to permit
holders. This income will be used to ensure that the
vegetation is managed to a high standard and registered
on title to permenantly protect the flora and fauna.
The Gurdies site has been assessed for suitability and all
considerations have been taken into account, including
pest plant and animal control and fire management. The
vegetation on the site will be permanently protected

under a Section 69 agreement of the Conservation,
Forests and Lands Act 1987, which means the area
cannot be used for other purposes.
Bass Coast Shire Mayor, Cr Brett Tessari said establishing
a Native Vegetation Offset Site at The Gurdies has a
number of benefits.
“It gives us the opportunity to improve management of
Council owned land and biodiversity outcomes, while
receiving funding to do so,” Cr Tessari said.
“Council already has two established native vegetation
offset sites – one at Smiths Beach and one at Little
Screw Creek in Inverloch.
“The site at The Gurdies is being established because of
a high demand for vegetation offsets from around Port
Phillip and Western Port.”
For more information on the Native Vegetation Offset
Scheme, contact Council’s Sustainable Environment
Team on 1300 BCOAST (226 278) or (03) 5671 2211, or
email basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au.

Here to help support your business
New or established businesses may need one
or more permits to operate. We understand
that navigating through government can be
challenging. That’s why our Business Support
Team are here to help.
This team will help you become operational as
quickly as possible by assisting you to:
• Apply for your business permits
• Engage with different council departments
• Understand available grants
• Connect you with industry groups
If you have any questions about your business,
you can contact the Business Support Team on
1300 BCOAST (226 278) or (03) 5671 2211.
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Peter, Emilie and Teresa are ready to help you
navigate the ins and outs of business

Bass oval to shine brighter
The oval at the Bass Recreation Reserve will soon receive a lighting
upgrade, thanks to a $100,000 grant from Sport and Recreation
Victoria’s Country Football and Netball program. The Kilcunda-Bass
Football Netball Club are contributing $50,000 to the $250,000
Project, with Council contributing the remaining $100,000.
Mayor, Cr Brett Tessari, said it was fantastic to see the Bass
Recreation Reserve receiving further upgrades, after the netball
facilities received a full overhaul earlier in the year.
“We welcome this funding from the State Government, and are
excited that the project is now fully funded and ready to go,” Cr
Tessari said.
“This lighting Project for the oval at the Bass Recreation Reserve
will complement the upgrade works recently completed on the
netball courts and significantly improve the facilities utilised by the
Kilcunda-Bass Football Netball Club.”
The Project will include an upgrade to the power supply at the
Reserve to accommodate the new lighting, which, following the
upgrade, will meet Australian Standards for training (average of 100
lux across the oval). The existing lighting average is 12.5 lux, which
is well below Australian Standards and makes it difficult for nighttime training sessions. Council expects that the Project will be
completed in the early part of the 2020 football season.

Cowes Netball Courts complete
The Cowes Netball Court
redevelopment was completed
in late October when
favourable weather conditions
meant the acrylic surface could
be applied to finish the courts.
This project experienced a
significant delay earlier in the
year, when asbestos and other
contaminants were found in the
soil during early excavations.
The good news is the surface
is now complete and ready for
the 2020 season. This Project
was support by Sport and
Recreation Victoria’s Country
Football and Netball Program
and Council.
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Youth fundraiser hits high note
The 2019 Mayoral Fundraiser was held at the
Wonthaggi Union Community Arts Centre on Saturday
12 October, with a huge crowd helping to raise more
than $15,000 for the YES Youth Hub.
The night was a musical celebration, featuring some
of Bass Coast’s most talented young artists including
Josh Hooke, Maddy May and the Emma Volard Band,
all hosted by one of Australian’s favourite comedians,
Lawrence Mooney.
The night also featured short films, guest speakers, art
and an enormous raffle.
Mayor, Cr Brett Tessari said he was overwhelmed with
the level of support shown by the community and
local businesses for the event.
“What a fantastic night! Together, we helped raise
more than $15,000 for the YES Youth Hub, all while
experiencing some of our amazing home grown
talent,” Cr Tessari said.
“I am passionate about supporting youth in our area,
so it was fantastic that this event also provided a great
chance to show off the good work the Hub will be
doing once it opens.

“I want to say a huge thank you to all of our performers,
contributors and sponsors, as well as to all of the
people who attended, or supported the event in some
way. And a special thank-you to Lawrence Mooney for
emceeing on the night – he is a very funny man!”
The YES Youth Hub is a collaborative project driven by
passionate individuals and organisations, fuelled by the
vision to provide a space to help young people thrive.
“YES stands for ‘Youth Enterprise Space’. The Hub will
be an invaluable resource for the region’s youth and
will provide a range of services including education,
connection, friendship, safe space, access to services
and opportunities,” Cr Tessari said.
Local act The Emma Volard Band performed at the fundraiser

My Phillip Island Program launched

Council has partnered with Destination Phillip Island
to create a Tourism Ambassador Training Program, to
get every business and individual in San Remo and
Phillip Island engaged with the Phillip Island story.
It only takes around two hours to become an
Ambassador; and the Program is all completed online.
The Program is free and community members can
participate as an individual or on behalf of a business.
The Program is also great for young people to
complete, when looking for summer work.
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Upon completion of the Program,
participants receive a Tourism
Ambassador Certificate and lapel
pin.
For more information or to
become an Ambassador, visit
www.myphillipisland.com or contact
Council’s Economic Development and Tourism Team
on 1300 BCOAST (226 278) or (03) 5671 2211.

Dogs on holidays
Summer regulations relating to dogs on beaches came into
effect on Sunday, 1 December.
We’re encouraging beach goers to ensure they are following
the regulations by checking the signs at the access points
to beaches and reserves. You can also find them on our
website at
www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/dogwalking.
New off-leash beach areas in San Remo, Cape Woolamai,
Cowes West also became available on 1 December, while
the existing Ventnor off-leash area is now available
throughout the whole year, with no time restrictions.
Bass Coast also has two inland off-leash options, one in
Wonthaggi at the Strickland Street Reserve and one in
Cowes at Blue Gum Reserve. A few things to remember
when using off-leash areas with your dog:
• You need to be carrying a leash and use it immediately if
the situation calls for it
• Your dog must be under effective voice control at all
times
• Your dog mustn’t rush, jump on any person or attack any
person or animal
• You must keep your dog in sight at all times.
In addition to the above, dog owners using the new offleash areas in San Remo and Phillip Island must bring their
dog under effective control within 50 metres of a signed
threatened species wildlife refuge area.

Council Officers will be patrolling beaches, off-leash
areas and parks throughout the summer period to make
sure everyone is doing the right thing and having a great
time. Where appropriate, Council Officers will issue
infringement notices to dog owners doing the wrong
thing. For more information, please contact Council’s
Community Safety Team on 1300 BCOAST (226 278) or
(03) 5671 2211.

Silver at Tourism Awards
Council has won two silver awards at the RACV Victorian
Tourism Awards gala ceremony, held in Melbourne on
Thursday, 28 November. Council received the awards
in the Local Government Award for Tourism category
and in the Visitor Services category. The annual awards
are presented by the Victorian Tourism Industry Council
and celebrate outstanding contributions to the tourism
industry from organisations and suppliers across the state.

Council has performed strongly in the Awards over
the past nine years, winning bronze for the Local
Government Award for Tourism in 2016, and Gold in
2017 and 2018. It was a fantastic year for Bass Coast
businesses as well, with Inverloch Big 4 winning gold for
the third year running, which comes with entry into the
Hall of Fame, while Harman Wines was named a finalist
in their first year entering the awards.
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Summer Safety
When you visit the beach this summer it’s really important
to swim between the flags at a patrolled beach. Visit Surf
Lifesaving’s Beachsafe website at beachsafe.org.au or
download their app for expert advice on beach safety and
beach conditions to help you find the right beach for you.
Summer can also see extreme weather and risks like
bushfire. Download the VicEmergency app to your
smartphone to find information on how to prepare for
emergencies and stay up to date with warnings and
emergencies that may be occurring in your area.

Go green
with E-notices
Council is continuing its eNotice campaign
to encourage ratepayers to sign up for
emailed rates notices. Introduced in July
2018, eNotices give ratepayers the option to
receive their rates notice via email, instead
of in the post. And, for each ratepayer who
signs up to eNotices, Council will donate $1
to the Bass Coast Biolinks Project.
As a result of the eNotice campaign, funds
have recently been used to support the
planting of more than 700 native plants at
the entrance of the Wonthaggi Rail Trail,
opposite the Wonthaggi Wetlands.
For further information or to sign up for
an eNotice, please contact Council on 1300
BCOAST (226 278) or (03) 5671 2211 or email
rates@basscoast.vic.gov.au.



Which bin do I use?
Organics

Recycling

Landfill

Dairy products
Glass bottles and jars

Aluminium cans, tin
cans and foil trays

Crockery, broken glass and
mirrors

Fruit and vegetable scraps
Tissue and paper towel

Empty aerosol cans
Bread, pasta and bakery
products

Plastic bags, soft plastic
packaging and bubble wrap
Plastic bottles and
containers

Meat scraps, bones, fish,
seafood including shells
Foam or polystyrene

Tea and coffee grounds

Milk and juice cartons

Paper and cardboard

Twigs and branches
under 100mm in
diameter
Lawn clippings, garden
prunings (including weeds)
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Nappies

Newspapers, magazines and
catalogues

Old clothing, footwear and
bedding/linen

Growing
off-peak events
Council has identified the need to grow visitation to
the region outside of the busy summer season and
is achieving this by supporting local events, big and
small.
A report commissioned by Council in 2018 identified
that one of the best ways to grow tourism in the
off-peak season is to use events. Council was able
to identify existing events that could be shifted to
the off-peak season and from these existing events
identify those that could be grown into significant
regional tourism events. As part of growing these
events, the organisers needed to be upskilled, to
give them the tools they needed to help grow their
events, while ensuring they remain sustainable.
Council was successful in obtaining a grant from
Regional Development Victoria to help upskill Bass
Coast event organisers and ran a series of free
workshops throughout 2019. From these workshops,
three existing events, the Wonthaggi Street Festival,
the Phillip Island Whale Festival and the San Remo
Fishing Village Festival, were chosen for intense one
on one support to them help grow into regional
scale events, held in the off-peak season. All three
benefitted from this support and had their best
outcomes to date in 2019.

To continue this positive growth, the Major Events
Planning Group was established and is made up of key
stakeholders including Council, Destination Phillip Island,
Destination Gippsland, Phillip Island Nature Parks and
Phillip Island Operations. The Group will continue to
identify, attract and create new events for Bass Coast
and has already had success, with the establishment of
the very popular Phillip Island Running Festival.

Nature Parks Community Open Day
One of the special things about being a Bass Coast Shire resident
is being invited to enjoy free entry at the Nature Parks’ annual
Community Open Day on Sunday, 1 March 2020.
Discover all of the Nature Parks’ attractions with free entry to the
evening Penguin Parade (general admission), Koala Reserve, Churchill
Island and the exciting Antarctic Journey at the Nobbies Centre.
Venture behind the scenes, meet the team and learn more about the
Nature Parks - the not for profit conservation and sustainable tourism
organisation in your backyard. Join us for walks, talks, demonstrations,
kids’ activities and more with Nature Parks’ rangers, researchers and
volunteers.
Proof of residency required. Further information and the full Open
Day program will be published at www.penguins.org.au and in local
papers in February 2020.
Keep going all year round!
Did you also know that all Bass Coast Shire residents can purchase
a Locals Pass and become part of the Phillip Island Nature Parks
community all year round with unlimited entry and great offers and
activities? Visit the Nature Parks’ website for details or call 5951 2800.
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What’s on in Bass Coast?
December

January

13

San Remo Celebrates Christmas
San Remo Foreshore

3

Rhyll Twilight Market
Rhyll Park

13

Rhyll Twilight Market
Rhyll Park

4

Island Foreshore Market
Erehwon Point, Cowes

14

Corinella Christmas Carols
Corinella Foreshore

4

Woolamai Races
Woolamai Racecourse

14

Inverloch Community Carols
The Glade, Inverloch

10

Rhyll Twilight Market
Rhyll Park

15

Christmas in the Park
Grantville Memorial Park

15

Carols by Candlelight
Apex Park, Wonthaggi

17

Cowes Community Christmas Celebrations
Cowes Foreshore, The Esplanade

18

2020 Kustom National Beach Party
San Remo Foreshore

Sounds of Summer
Thompson Reserve, Inverloch

18

Ocean Sounds
Churchill Island

18

Cape Family Festival
Cape Paterson

18

Woolamai Races
Woolamai Racecourse

19

2020 Kustom National Beach Party
Cowes

19

Cape Paterson Aquathon
Cape Paterson

28

30 Dec New Year’s Eve on the Hill
- 1 Jan Kernot

31

NYE Fireworks
Coronet Bay, Cowes and Inverloch

February
8
8

Woolamai Races - Cup Day
Woolamai Racecourse
San Remo Channel Challenge
San Remo Foreshore

15

Island Foreshore Market
Erehwon Point, Cowes

22

National Surfing Reserve Team Challenge
Phillip Island

22

Cowes Classic and Little Penguin Dash
Cowes

22

Woolamai Races
Woolamai Racecourse

28

World Superbike Championship
Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit
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10-11

11

Phillip Island Model Railway Show
Cowes Cultural Centre
Bass Coast Agricultural Show
Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve

24-26

27th International Island Classic
Phillip Island grand Prix Circuit

25-27

Inverloch Wooden Dinghy Regatta
The Glade, Inverloch

25

Island Foreshore Market
Erewhon point, Cowes

26

Pioneer Bay Aussie BBQ Bash
Daisy Ave Res, Pioneer Bay

26

Kilcunda Lobster Festival
Kilcunda

26

Wonthaggi Power Car Show and Shine
Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve

For more on markets and events see www.visitbasscoast.com.au.
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