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Introduction 

Our Local Law 

Our Local Law (Local Law No. 1 Neighbourhood Amenity 2012) covers a range of diverse topics. 

From unsightly land, roadside and footpath trading, planting on nature strips, to building sites. It 

empowers us to respond to local issues and protect public and private space as well as our 

community’s health and safety. Every 10 years, we are required to review our Local Law to ensure 

it continues to meet the needs of our community. 

 

Summary of Key Changes 

We have created a Summary of Key Changes, which identifies areas of the Local Law that we are 

looking to change, delete or add to. We would like your feedback on the proposed changes and 

also invite you to share your ideas on other issues you think we should explore. Feedback from this 

initial round of consultation will help us take into account emerging issues and ensure the Local Law 

is relevant. 

 

NEW: Short Stay Accommodation (Holiday Home) Local Law 

We propose to introduce a Short Stay Accommodation Local Law to help better regulate the use 

of short stay rental accommodation (holiday homes) in Bass Coast Shire. Previously, holiday homes 

were registered under the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008. 

 

How can I provide feedback? 

Have your say by completing the survey or making a written submission by 13 February 2022. Your 

input will help shape the new Local Law. 

 

Contact Us 

Have questions, or want to learn more about this project? Please visit the Bass Coast Shire website, 

contact our Community Safety Team on 1300 BCOAST (226 278) or 03 5671 2211, or email 

basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au 

  

https://d2n3eh1td3vwdm.cloudfront.net/general-downloads/Community-Health-and-Wellbeing/2012_BCSC_Local_Law_No1_-_August_2014_review.pdf.pdf
https://www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/community-support-services/local-laws
mailto:basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au
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Suggested improvements to the existing Local Law 

Local Laws must not overlap, duplicate, conflict or be inconsistent with existing legislative provisions or 

planning schemes. 

We’ve identified some areas that we think could be improved and would like your thoughts. 

Your property 

Unsightly land, graffiti, dangerous land and dilapidated buildings  

(current clauses 27 to 29) 

This section of the Local Law seeks to address the amenity of private property (eg. unsightly land and 

buildings).   

We suggest strengthening this section to: 

• Include unregistered vehicles, vehicle bodies, parts and machinery on property.  Also include 

provision to address, boats, caravans, trailers and other types of vehicles.  

• Include a section on Graffiti – a person must keep their land graffiti free (includes buildings, 

structures or boundary fences).  The current Local Law does not include graffiti on permanent 

dwellings. This would apply to unwanted graffiti such as ‘tags’, but exclude permitted graffiti art. 

• Incorporate dilapidated (derelict) buildings into the Local Law as well as making provision for 

dangerous structures that are not covered under building regulations.  It would also require 

landowners or occupiers to install temporary fencing whilst issues are being rectified.  .   

• Introduce a new section to address weeds on land that are unsightly or detrimental, with 

deference to existing State Government legislation (ie. Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994 

and Regulations). 

Domestic waste, recyclable and hard waste collection and trade waste (commercial and 

industrial waste) 

(current clauses 30, 31 and 65) 

This section of the Local Law regulates the use of approved domestic waste bins and hard waste 

collection; and trade waste (ie. commercial and industrial waste).   

We suggest that we: 

• Include important elements of the guidelines that currently sit beside the Local Law into the Local 

Law document to make it easier to find information about this, and to make it easier to 

understand. We will consider separate development of a policy for the Shire operational matters 

relating to this section and make reference to this in the Local Law. 

Burning of materials 

(current clause 32) 

(current clause 32) 

This section regulates open air burning in the Shire.  We propose to strengthen this section and improve 

clarity around: 

• Burning off and open fires in rural, built up and residential areas 

• Being clear with definitions (eg. offensive materials and offensive smoke emissions) 



 

 
Bass Coast Shire Council Local Law Review Summary of Key Changes for Community Consultation 

DRAFT V2 

 

Local Law Review – Summary of Key Changes for Community Consultation 

Page 4 

Camping on land other than Council land       

(current clause 34) 

This section regulates camping on land other than Council land.  We are looking to: 

• Include important elements of the guidelines in the local law to simplify the document and make it 

easier to understand. 

• Consider how we can respond to longer-term camping on private land (ie. caravans or 

relocatable tiny homes).    

Shipping containers 

(current clause 35) 

This section allows a person to place a shipping container on their private property with a permit.  

 We propose to: 

• Simplify provisions and ensure that there is no overlap with the Planning Scheme, to ensure that it 

is clear to everyone what the rules around shipping containers are. 

Your trees 

Trees and plants not to obstruct or obscure   

(current clauses 36 to 37) 

This section relates to how we deal with trees or plants obscuring traffic or obstructing footpaths, as well 

as damage caused to Council land or assets from trees and plants.  We propose to: 

• Include important elements of the guidelines in the local law to simplify the document and make it 

easier to understand. 

• Be clear on what defines a danger to vehicles or pedestrians. 

• Simplify the conditions  

Your animals 

Keeping of animals 

(current clauses 38 to 40)    

This section addresses the number and type of animals that can be kept on a property, animal housing and 

cleanliness.  We propose to: 

• Include important elements of the guidelines in the local law to simplify the document and make it 

easier to understand. 

• Review the number of animals that can be kept on larger blocks of land.  The current Local Law 

only covers land up to 2 hectares.  We suggest aligning with land planning zones to recognise that 

rural and urban properties are used differently. 

• Introduce new provisions to address animal noise and smells. 

• Introduce new provisions for individual animal plans to regulate dogs that have attacked in the 

past, and determine whether they are able to be kept (ie not dangerous or restricted breed dog 

as they are covered under the Domestic Animals Act 1994).  
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Livestock at large (ie. adequate fencing) 

(current clause 41) 

This section seeks to minimise serious accident caused by livestock escaping.  Owners and occupiers of 

land have an important responsibility to ensure the safety of the community, of road users and of all the 

animals they keep by containing all of their animals including livestock on their property with adequate 

fencing.  We propose to: 

• Introduce new provisions providing authorised officers (the people who enforce our Local Laws) 

with the ability to issue on the spot fines for livestock being at large. 

Roads, stock movement and vehicles 

Motorbikes and motorised recreational vehicles     

(current clause 49) 

This section regulates motor bikes and motorised recreational vehicles on Council land and private land. 

We propose to strengthen provisions to: 

• Provide Council assets further protection (eg. from damage caused by parking or driving on 

Council land, including reserves). 

• Address the use of motor bikes and motorised recreational vehicles on private land, where a 

nuisance is evident.    

• Address unregistered petrol vehicles. 

• Address electric scooters, vehicles, skateboards, e-bikes etc 

• Include important elements of the guidelines from the current Local Law into the Local Law to 

simplify the document and make it easier to understand. 

Repair of vehicles on roads 

(current clause 50) 

This section relates to the repair of vehicles on roads.  We propose to: 

• Expand provisions to include Council land (not just roads). 

• Include provisions for storage of vehicles (including trailers, caravans and boats etc). 

• Include provisions for unregistered or abandoned vehicles on Council land. 

Street parties 

(current clause 55) 

This section relates to permits for street parties, street festival or procession on a road.  We propose to: 

• Review these provisions considering the COVID19 global pandemic. 
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Your Business 

Roadside trading or performing, sale of goods, outdoor eating 

(current clauses 56 to 62) 

This section refers to roadside trading or performing, sale of goods, and outdoor eating on Council land.  

We propose to: 

• Review these provisions considering the COVID19 global pandemic. 

• Include important elements of the guidelines that sit beside the current Local Law in the Local 

Law to simplify the document, make it easier to understand and streamline processes for 

businesses.   

Advertising signs 

(current clause 63) 

This regulates the placement of signs on Council land.  We propose to: 

• Improve the way that advertising signs are regulated (eg. where signs can be placed, and the 

number of signs allowed). 

Council asset protection and building sites 

Council asset protection and building sites 

(current clauses 66 to 70) 

This section regulates how building sites are managed to protect neighbourhood amenity, safety and the 

environment.  We propose to strengthen provisions including: 

• Provide Council assets further protection (eg. protection from damage caused by building works). 

• Provide a way to appropriately manage and bond the works to construct future Council assets. 

• Address building site waste (eg. waffle pods, bins, mud/dust) 

• Address construction site nuisance (eg. noise, operating hours etc) 

• Address drainage / water run off on other land. 

• Consider separate development of a Building Works Code of Practice for the Shire and make 

reference to this in the Local Law. 

Nature strip plantings 

(current clause 66) 

This section and the guidelines that currently accompany it, relate to the requirements to occupy a road 

or Council land.  It also incorporates nature strip plantings.   We propose to: 

• Simplify provisions around permits and requirements for nature strip plantings to make them 

easier to understand. 

• Better align provisions with existing sections of the Local Law that address vegetation obstructing 

footpaths and roads, and danger to vehicles or pedestrians. 
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Smoking and alcohol 

Consumption of alcohol, and alcohol-free areas 

(current clauses 71 to 73) 

This section regulates consumption of alcohol on Council land.  We propose to: 

• Simplify the provisions to make them easier to understand. 

• Ensure sites considered as licensed premises under the Planning process are excluded, as they are 

covered by separate regulations 

Smoke-free areas in municipal places 

(current clause 74) 

This section provides Council with the ability to declare nominated Council areas smoke free.  We 

propose to: 

• Strengthen the definition of smoking to include ‘vaping’ and ‘e-cigarettes’, in line with the Tobacco 

Act 1987. 

 

Brand new items 

The items below are not in our current Local Law, but we propose that they be included in our new 

Local Law.  

Short stay accommodation (holiday home) 

The purpose of the new Short Stay Accommodation (holiday home) local law provisions are to: 

• Regulate the control and use of short stay rental accommodation. 

• Ensure an appropriate standard of management of such accommodation. 

• Minimise the risk of such accommodation affecting the peace of neighbours. 

• Implement a registration and renewal requirement of such accommodation. 

• Include a ‘maximum stay’ duration for customers. 

• Ensure that any waste is managed to protect the environment that visitors come to enjoy. 

Previously Council registered holiday homes under Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008.  All previously 

registered properties will be sent an invitation to become registered through this new process in 2022. 

Shopping trolleys 

This would be a new section to address abandoned shopping trolleys. 

This would require that businesses making shopping trolleys available do not allow them to be left on 

Council land or any road and have a service to ensure trolleys are collected in a timely manner. 

 

Control of toy vehicles, model aeroplanes and drones    

This proposed new section seeks to address safety concerns and nuisance caused by drones flying over or 

landing on Council land through permits.  Federal legislation applies to the flying of drones (ie. CASA – 

Civil Aviation Safety Authority) and the Local Law will not contradict this legislation.  We propose to: 
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• Require a person to have a permit if they fly or allow to be flown any model aeroplane, drone or 

similar type of equipment 

o Over or near any road (distances to be determined). 

o Over or near people and animals on (distances to be determined). 

o With the intention of conducting filming / recording activities. 

• Exemptions would apply to legal use of drones (eg. Council maintenance activities). 

Bunting 

This is a proposal to ensure that flags, signs and bunting overhanging a road (including road reserve, 

footpath or nature strip) are installed at a height that is consistent with with Road Design Guidelines  

Nuisance     

New provisions to address nuisance caused by: 

• Excessive light being emitted from private properties. 

Tree protection  

There are gaps in Planning Scheme vegetation protection overlays, particularly where properties are less 

than 4000m2 (1 acre).  We propose to: 

• Define what constitutes a ‘significant tree’ (eg. trunk circumference). 

• Require people to obtain a permit before any works (pruning or removal) are undertaken on a 

tree deemed to be ‘significant’. 

• Ensure deference to planning provision exemptions governing vegetation removal for properties 

mapped as bushfire prone or with bushfire management overlays. (ie. 10/30 exemption and 10/50 

exemption). 

Closing Council land (public areas) 

At times there may the need to close public areas in the case of emergency.  We propose to: 

• With deference to any existing legislation, consider the circumstances under which we can close 

public land in case of an emergency (eg. fire risk, land slip, environmental risk etc.). 

  

https://planning-schemes.delwp.vic.gov.au/schemes/vpps/52_12.pdf?_ga=2.55628779.151394788.1595199496-899408773.1556675708
https://planning-schemes.delwp.vic.gov.au/schemes/vpps/52_12.pdf?_ga=2.55628779.151394788.1595199496-899408773.1556675708
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Unsure – further conversations underway  

We are still exploring the areas below, and are unsure whether these can be included in our new Local 

Law.  

Domestic wind turbines 

Large scale commercial wind energy facilities are covered under Victorian State planning legislation and do 

not include turbines principally used to supply electricity for domestic or rural use of the land.  Turbines 

used for domestic or rural use are also exempt from prohibitions around siting of such turbines, including 

proximity to existing dwellings. 

Council is presently unable to intervene on this matter under any of its statutory abilities. There are no 

existing avenues from a planning, building or environmental perspective that permit Council to prevent 

the construction of a domestic wind turbine. Council is currently exploring options to best respond to 

concerns around domestic wind turbines, including through Local Law and/or Planning provisions.  

Bees 

(partly covered in clause 42 – European Wasp Nests) 

The issue of beekeeping in residential areas is a growing source of complaints to Council (which are 

reported as ‘unmanaged bees’).   

Further work is underway to determine whether the Livestock and Disease Control Act 1994 and 

Regulations 2017, as well as the Apiary Code of Practice covers the complaints raised by our residents 

      


