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SECTION 1
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT
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1.1 PROJECT SCOPE AND
OBJECTIVES

1.2 KEY PROJECT DRIVERS

The Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation Needs Assessment has
been developed to deliver the following key project objectives:

Council has recognised that community needs and preferences for
sport and recreation has changed, and the way people are choosing to
participate in physical activity is not necessarily as structured as it
once was.

 Identify trends and needs in regard to sport and active recreation
within the municipality, projecting to 2031.
 Map current sport and active recreation provision within the Shire.
 Analyse population and demographic changes that may impact on
the future sport and recreation provision.
 Document existing demand and any issues for sport and active
recreation within the current population.
 Compile and compare current participation numbers across the
Shire with Australian sport and recreation participation data.
 Engage with the community, clubs, associations and peak sporting
bodies involved in the provision of sport and active recreation across
the Shire.
 Provide short and long term priority sport and active recreation
facility renewal and upgrade recommendations.
 Identify potential sites and/or possible shared land/facility
opportunities.
It is important to note the Needs Assessment focuses on organised
sporting competition and ‘active recreation’ defined as ‘unstructured
activity that individuals pursue in their uncommitted time such as
walking, skate boarding and surfing’
While considered in the context of overall sport and recreation, the
assessment does not investigate in detail areas that do not focus on
sport and active recreation including playgrounds, bike paths, nature
reserves, foreshore and local parks.

Through recent strategic planning projects and community
engagement activities, gaps in current sport and active recreation
facilities have also become evident. A lack of aquatics facility
provision, access to multi-court indoor highball courts and ageing
community sports facilities are several key focus areas to be further
investigated as part of this project.
This project will provide Council with a clear understanding of the
current and future sport and active recreation needs of its sporting
clubs, community groups and residents. A well researched and
evidenced based plan will be provided to support recommendations
for future sport and recreation provision that respond to future
demand.
Council is currently experiencing a range of issues and challenges that
this project will aim to address.
•

Having a better understanding of the current participation statistics
and future trends in formal and informal sport and active recreation.

•

Knowledge of the current condition and compliance levels of
existing sport and recreation facilities.

•

Prioritising facility renewal and upgrade projects and planning for
the changing needs of community sport and recreation.

•

A sustainable model for sport and recreation facilities and sporting
clubs that increases participation and contributes to the health and
well being of the Bass Coast community.

•

Collecting evidence and data to inform future decision making.
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1.3 STRATEGIC CONTEXT
A number of local and municipal strategic plans, policies, and support
documents have been reviewed as part of the Bass Coast Sport and
Active Recreation Needs Assessment, including:

Council Plan 2013-2017
The Council Plan 2013-2017 (incorporating the Municipal Public
Health and Wellbeing Plan) defines how Bass Coast Shire Council
will continue to deliver high quality services to the Bass Coast
community and how Council will plan for the challenges that face the
Shire and its continued forecast growth to 2017.

•

Council Plan 2013-2017

•

Municipal Recreation Plan 2009-2014

The plan recognises and seeks to address several key challenges
facing the community between 2013-2017 including:

•

Open Space Plan

•

Forecast population growth

•

Phillip Island Sport and Active Recreation Needs Assessment
2011

•

Maintenance of ageing infrastructure

•

Bass Coast Aquatic Strategy (2015-2024)

•

New infrastructure for future needs

•

Bass Coast Aquatic and Leisure Centre Redevelopment Plan

•

Adaptation to climate change

•

Cowes Activity Centre Plan

•

The slowing of the world economy

•

Individual Reserve Master Plans (Inverloch, Cowes, Thompson,
Bass and Dalyston Recreation Reserves)

•

Ageing population

•

Accommodating the steady visitor influx that occurs during the
peak holiday periods.

•

Gippsland Regional Sporting Facilities Plan 2010-2020

The following pages provide a high level summary of the above
mentioned documents and the influence each may have on the future
planning and provision of sport and active recreation facilities and
infrastructure across Bass Coast to 2031.

The Council Plan highlights five strategic themes, all of which are
supported by key strategic objectives, specific strategies and
measurement targets. The two strategic themes and supporting
objectives of most relevance to this project are:
Sustainable Development and Growth - Our built environment
complements our landscape, lifestyle and climate
•

Provide infrastructure and facilities that are well managed,
environmentally sustainable and are suitable for the community’s
needs

Healthy Communities - Our community feels connected, safe
and strong
• Enable our diverse communities to be strong and healthy
•

Provide opportunities for involvement in a range of lifestyle and
learning activities for groups and individuals
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Municipal Recreation Plan 2009-2014
Council’s 2009-2014 Municipal Recreation Plan defines the Shire’s
vision for supporting recreation as ‘A welcoming and diverse high
quality recreation environment that supports a healthy lifestyle and is
enjoyed by all who live, work and holiday in the Shire’
The following five business and recreation principles underpin
Council’s role in the planning and provision of recreation services
across the Shire:

Key Objective 2: Enhance the quality, capacity and viability of
sporting infrastructure to meet future needs.
•

Upgrade Cowes Leisure Centre.

•

Work with Education Department and local associations to provide
a new multiple court indoor sport stadium in Wonthaggi, and
facilities to serve Phillip Island and the northern part of the Shire.

•

Upgrade key facilities to meet current facility standards and
enhance use.

•

Increase participation by residents and visitors in their preferred
physical and social recreation activities through provision of
infrastructure, information and programming.

Key Objective 3: Build social capital through strong relationships with
community groups, government agencies, and the private sector in the
development of sport and recreation facilities and services for the
community.

•

Enhance the value of available opportunities through marketing and
increasing access, awareness and quality of service.

•

•

Provide a wider range of personal and community benefits through
recreation especially to target groups who are less likely to
participate.

•

Support not-for-profit providers to deliver direct services, activities
and competitions.

•

Support and encourage partnerships with schools to deliver sport.
In particular consider provision of indoor courts and playing fields at
schools.

Key Objective 4: Secure sufficient open space to meet future
population growth.
•

Work in partnership with community organisations to enhance
program and service delivery.

Provide new sites for the development of multiple playing fields,
and consolidate separate sports grounds in Inverloch, Cowes and
Wonthaggi.

•

The following six key objectives and supporting actions have direct
influence on this Sport and Active Recreation Needs Assessment.

Upgrade the current indoor aquatic facilities at Wonthaggi as the
Shire’s regional township.

•

Investigate the provision of an aquatic facility to service Phillip
Island and the northern parts of the Shire.

•

Improve water safety and access to beaches and water ways.

•

Support participation in surf sports and water based activities.

Key Objective 1: Increase participation by ensuring sport and
recreation opportunities are accessible throughout the municipality
and to people of all ages, abilities, gender, cultural background and
financial situation.
•

Prioritise sport and recreation facilities, based on identified needs.

•

Assist developing sports (such as soccer, athletics, touch football
and triathlon) and recreation activities.

Key Objective 6: Improve service evaluation, communication and
marketing to achieve quality outcomes.
•

Assist community organisations and clubs to promote the
recreation activities they run.

•

Market and promote available recreation opportunities to target
groups through specific products and communication channels.

Bass Coast Shire Sport and Active Recreation Needs Assessment - Draft Key Findings and Future Directions Report

66

Open Space Plan 2008
The Bass Coast Open Space Plan identifies the critical issues facing
the Bass Coast Shire regarding the provision and future development
of public open space. The following five strategies outline Council’s
direction for developing a future open space network that meets the
needs and expectations of the Bass Coast community.

•

Provide as kick about/social or junior sports in conjunction
with primary schools.

•

Irrigated level 2 (2nd lowest level) and un-drained playing
fields with only basic turf quality unless required by shared
club use.

•

No pavilions, and only basic support facilities such as toilets.

•

Ancillary space offering pleasant landscape setting, seating
and shade.

•

Sufficient land to accommodate a core range of competition
sports in one major sports reserve (i.e. minimum 2 playing
fields).

•

Multiple playing fields for the one sports code, in addition to
ancillary space offering pleasant landscape settings for non
sporting recreation opportunities (e.g. seating and shade,
play and contact with nature, environmental interest). These
spaces may also fulfil the role of a local park for urban
residents within 500 metres.

•

Irrigated and drained sports playing fields although quality of
turf and support facilities will vary. Onsite car park, training
lights, shared pavilion, kiosk, publicly accessible toilets,
shade, shelter at least minimal spectator facilities, seating
signage and rubbish collection system.

•

The core range of sports to be provided are to be based on
ABS/ERASS participation data, local participation data and
local demand.

•

Higher quality support facilities

•

Turf (irrigated to level 1)

•

Competition sport graded playing surfaces, possibly
enclosed, lights for training and competition, pavilion,
possibly including club and social rooms.

•

Onsite sealed car park. Some spectator facilities. Possibly
facilities under cover, public toilets, shade, seating, signage
and rubbish collection system.

•

Infrastructure general provided in part by other stakeholders.

Local

1. More functional open space for each township
2. Local character and biodiversity protected and enhanced
3. More places to cycle and walk
4. Better management of what we have
5. Design for diversity, sustainability and accessibility
Township
The key recommendation of direct relevance to the Needs Assessment
included in the Plan is to:
Provide for older people through sport and active recreation
opportunities including walking, bike riding, socialising, fishing,
shopping, bird watching, meeting people, enjoying the beach and lawn
bowls.
The Plan also outlines the characteristics, or levels of provision for
open space areas with a primary function of servicing ‘sport’. These
characteristics are provided in the adjacent table.
Shire
Wide
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Phillip Island Sport and Active Recreation Needs Assessment 2011

Tennis

The Phillip Island Sport and Active Recreation Needs Assessment was
commissioned by Council in 2011 to determine the needs for sport and
active recreation on Phillip Island to 2025 for 13 different user groups.

•

Upgrade Phillip Island Tennis Club Clubhouse.

•

A short to medium term need exists to resurface courts to mod grass
at San Remo and Newhaven Recreation Reserves to better cater for
older players with lights required at Newhaven.

The core purpose of the study was to look at existing participation and
provision of facilities in line with Council’s strategic directions, population
and participation trends, feedback from local clubs and associations and
benchmarking of like municipalities to identify the future needs for each
of the 13 different activities.
Key findings and recommendations provided within this study have been
tested as part of the Shire wide needs assessment, with the majority of
recommendations still considered relevant in relation to current
participation and infrastructure provision on the Island. Several actions
from the plan have been implemented to date, with the following
outstanding recommendations supported by current shire wide needs
assessment findings:
AFL and Cricket
•

Upgrade to shared pavilion at Cowes Recreation Reserve.

Soccer
•

Additional playing space developed to the west of the tennis courts at
Newhaven Recreation Reserve.

•

A long term joint usage agreement in place with Newhaven Primary
School for use of their open space to develop in a junior playing
space for the Phillip Island Soccer Club.

Netball
•

Improved change rooms, amenities and storage facilities at Cowes
Recreation Reserve.

Swim Club
•

The Phillip Island Swim Club has identified the need for additional
swimming lane space and storage provision.

Skating/BMX
•

A need exists for an improved skate/BMX park in Cowes with the
existing one being seen as inadequate from both a size and
component perspective.

Bass Coast Aquatic Strategy 2015-2024
The Bass Coast Aquatic Strategy was developed in 2015 to provide
Council with a clear direction as to the future requirements for aquatic
leisure facilities within the Shire to 2024.
The Strategy links Council’s previous studies and consultation findings in
a planned and sequential strategy that recommends priority components
and location/s of future aquatics facility provision along with suggested
timing for future development and or redevelopment of aquatic facilities.
The Strategy supports development of a new aquatics facility in Cowes
on Phillip Island as well as a redeveloped facility at the Bass Coast
Aquatic and Leisure Centre in Wonthaggi.
Pending future funding and resource availability, the Strategy provides a
10 year framework that would result in a new aquatics facility on Phillip
Island by 2023 as well as a redeveloped Bass Coast Aquatic and Leisure
Centre by 2024.
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Bass Coast Aquatic and Leisure Centre Redevelopment Plan

Reserve Master Plans

•

New 25m x 8 lane indoor pool

Individual Reserve Master Plans for Inverloch, Cowes, Thompson, Bass
and Dalyston Recreation Reserves and related improvement
recommendations have been reviewed and considered as part of this
needs assessment, with highest priority recommendations identified and
supported through the Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation Needs
Assessment Implementation Plan.

•

New learn to swim/program pool and water play

Gippsland Regional Sporting Facilities Plan 2010-2020

•

Expanded health club and program rooms

•

Indoor sports courts

The Gippsland Regional Sporting Facilities Plan seeks to identify,
analyse and document the present and future development needs and
facilities requirements for sports at a regional level across the Gippsland
region between 2010 and 2020.

The Bass Coast Aquatic and Leisure Centre Redevelopment Plan
recommends a three staged redevelopment of the existing aquatic and
leisure facility located at Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve. Key highlights
of the proposed redevelopment design include:

Delivery of the Bass Coast Aquatic and Leisure Centre Redevelopment
plan will aid in the minimisation of gaps in existing aquatic and highball
facilities across the Shire.
Cowes Activity Centre Plan 2015
The 2015 Cowes Activity Centre Plan presents a vision for the town that
seeks to reinvigorate Cowes for local residents and visitors into the
future. Cowes Activity Centre Plan consultation identified the need to
improve community facilities in town for young people and families. The
highest priorities recorded were for a swimming pool, hospital, skate
park, cinema and library.
Two recommendations of particular relevance to this needs assessment
include a proposed location for a hydrotherapy/aquatics facility in Cowes
(Church Street) and a new skate park along the Foreshore at Mussel
Rocks.

The review highlighted the following gaps at a regional level in Gippsland
of most significance to Bass Coast’s future sport and active recreation
facility planning.
•

A lack of contemporary regional standard aquatic facilities capable of
hosting regional standard events, competition and high performance
training. Many of the municipal aquatic facilities are ageing and
require infrastructure improvements if they are to continue and
enhance their roles as support training and competition centres.

•

Whilst there are a number of major indoor stadiums, many of the
facilities, or some of the facility courts don’t meet contemporary
regional sport requirements.

The plan identifies Newhaven Recreation Reserve as a municipal level
venue for soccer, however suggests the North East Wonthaggi
Greenfields site and the Wonthaggi Education Precinct as potential site
options to develop a new municipal level multi-field soccer complex. The
Wonthaggi Education Precinct is also identified in the Plan as a potential
development site for a municipal level indoor sports stadium to
accommodate basketball and netball.
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1.3 PROJECT STUDY AREA
Bass Coast Shire Demographic Analysis
Cowes – Ventnor and District
Phillip Island Balance
San Remo
Inverloch – Pound Creek
Bass Coast Shire Small Areas

Wonthaggi – South Dudley –
Cape Paterson
North Wonthaggi
Waterline
Rural Balance

2015 Shire population

32,321

Forecast 2031 Region
population

42,254

Forecast Shire population
increase 2015-2031

9,933

Forecast Shire population
growth 2015-2031 (%)

31%
North Wonthaggi (61%)

Largest area(s) of % growth
within Shire between 2015
and 2031

Smallest area(s) of % growth
within Shire between 2015
and 2031

San Remo (45%)
Cowes – Ventnor and District
(35%)
Phillip Island Balance (10%)
Rural Balance (21%)
Inverloch – Pound Creek (25%)

The adjacent map provides a visual representation
of the Bass Coast Shire.

Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation Needs Assessment – Research, Consultation and Key Findings Report - April 2016

10

Profile of Bass Coast
Bass Coast is situated approximately 120 kilometres south east of
Melbourne. The municipality covers an area of around 800 square
kilometres from Grantville in the north, to Inverloch in the south, and
Phillip Island in the west.
Bass Coast was the fastest growing regional municipality in Victoria
in 2010/11. This population growth is largely fuelled by the sea
change phenomenon which draws people to live and retire in popular
coastal areas that are relatively close to Melbourne. The major towns
in the Shire are Cowes, Inverloch, San Remo, Grantville and
Wonthaggi. Wonthaggi is the retail, civic and commercial hub of the
Shire. It is in close proximity to the coast and offers all the services
and facilities expected of a large town. Wonthaggi and North
Wonthaggi comprise approximately 30% of Bass Coast Shire’s
population and are projected to produce a large majority of the
Shire’s growth to 2031.
Phillip Island is known throughout the world for the Penguin Parade,
MotoGP and its surf beaches. The area has long been a natural
attraction for tourists, with over 3.4 million visitors annually, including
35% of Melbourne’s international visitors.

Demographic snapshot
When compared to the Victorian average, Bass Coast has:
•

A relatively old population with 31.7 per cent of residents aged over
60 years (19.8% in Victoria) and only 20.4% under 18 (22.4% in
Victoria).

•

Median age of 46 compared to 37 in Victoria.

•

A low number of Couples with children (21%) and a high number of
Couples without children (14%).

•

A low median weekly household income of $855 compared to $1,216
in Victoria.

•

More residents who were born in Australia and speak English at
home.

•

A high number of households who fully own their home (40%
compared with a 33% across Victoria) and a low number of
households with a mortgage (26% compared with 34%)
(2011, Census).

•

Low SEIFA of 978 compared to Victorian average of 1010 (2011)
Source: Bass Coast Shire Council, 2015

Future growth in Bass Coast is likely to be driven by amenity led
migration (primarily retirees and mature couples), but young families
will become increasingly important in specific locations such as
Wonthaggi, Dalyston and Grantville. Towns such as these provide
relatively affordable housing opportunities as well as access to
employment markets.

Detailed demographic analysis can be found in Appendix #10.

While many retirees will move into their former holiday/second
homes, others will be attracted to more specialised lifestyle
developments on Phillip Island. Regardless, high vacancy rates are
likely to remain characteristic of the Bass Coast settlement pattern as
the significance of the region as a tourism/holiday destination is
unlikely to diminish.
Source: Bass Coast Shire Council 2015 and Forecast.id 2015
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Megatrends in sport
The Australian Sports Commission released a document regarding the
future of Australian sport . The Megatrends in Sport document identifies
a range of ‘megatrends’ likely to shape the Australian sports sector over
the next 30 years. These trends will likely influence and shape the
planning and development of sport and recreation facilities in Bass Coast
in the future. A summary of these megatrends is provided below.
•

Participation rates for individualised sport and fitness activities are on
the rise (aerobics, running, walking), while participation in many
organised sports have held constant or declined.

•

The broader health, mental and physical benefits of sport and being
physically active are being increasingly recognised.

•

The changing cultural make-up of Australia is changing there is a shift
in the types of sports being played and how we play them.

•

Strong economic growth throughout Asia will create new partnerships
opportunities for Australia, both on the sports field and in the sports
business environment.

•

The cost of participating in sport is rising and this is a barrier for many
people. Disorganised and unstructured community sporting
organisations are likely to be replaced by those with more corporate
structures and formal governance systems.

The majority of Councils across Victoria are experiencing high
participation rates in casual activities such as walking, jogging, cycling
and swimming. Evidence collected throughout this project would
suggest that Bass Coast is no exception.

‘The majority of Councils across
Victoria are experiencing high
participation rates in casual
activities such as walking,
jogging, cycling and swimming.
Evidence collected throughout
this project would suggest that
Bass Coast is no exception.’

Industry research supports the need to be more creative and flexible in
the way we plan our spaces but the capacity for Councils to move with
these trends is challenging. There is a growing attraction towards more
social and casual use of facilities and the relationships between facilities
and consumer behaviours has never been more prevalent.
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1.4 PROJECT PLANNING
AREAS
Three ‘project planning areas’ have been developed to assist with
identifying the gap analysis for sport and active recreation across
the Shire.
Whilst the needs assessment is a Shire wide study, the
identification of the three project planning areas enables a more
detailed analysis of existing provision, and assists with future
recommendations at a ‘project planning area’ and Shire wide level.

Project
Planning
Area

2015
Population

2031
Population

+/(2015-2031)

%
Increase

Phillip
Island

11,568

14,755

3,187

28%

North
Mainland

6,257

7,904

1,647

26%

South
Mainland

14,497

19,590

5,093

35%

Key townships and current and future population projections for
the three project planning areas are provided below.
Phillip Island: Cowes – Ventnor and District, Phillip Island
Balance and San Remo.
North Mainland: Waterline (Westernport townships) and Rural
Balance (includes townships of Dalyston, Glen Alvie, Bass,
Grantville).
South Mainland: Wonthaggi - South Dudley – Cape Paterson,
North Wonthaggi and Inverloch – Pound Creek.

North Mainland

Phillip Island

South Mainland
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PHILLIP ISLAND PROJECT
PLANNING AREA
The Phillip Island project planning area is the second largest of the three
planning areas with 11,568 local residents in 2015 and a forecast 14,755
by 2031. The ‘Island’ is renown for being an older demographic and a
popular place of residence for retirees, however demographic projections
also forecast healthy growth in the 5-14 year age cohort. As is the trend
across the Shire, the age cohort of 15-34 has the lowest population with
this demographic group often migrating from the Shire to pursue
opportunities (mainly employment) in metropolitan areas.
Key demographic statistics:
•

The Phillip Island project planning area is forecast to increase by
3,187 (28%) people by 2031, with the majority of this growth being in
the Township of Cowes (2,230).

•

35% of the Bass Coast Shire’s 2015 population reside within the
Phillip Island project planning area, with this figure forecast to
increase by a minimal 1% to 36% by 2031.

•

San Remo is forecast to experience the largest percentage growth
(45%) followed by Cowes – Ventnor and District (35%) and the Phillip
Island Balance area (10%).

•

53.5% of the 2015 population is aged 45 years or over with this figure
increasing moderately to 55.1% by 2031.

•

The 65 plus age cohort represents the largest demographic in the
Phillip Island project planning area, with just under 3,000 local
residents (26% of the 2015 population). This figure is forecast to grow
by 42% (4,250) by 2031.

•

The age cohort of 5-14 years is forecast to increase by 30% (369
additional people) between 2015 and 2031. This is the second largest
percentage increase behind the 65 plus age cohort.

•

The smallest forecast percentage growth is in the age cohorts of 2534 (17%) and 15-24 years (18%).

Implications for Sport and Active Recreation
With forecast population growth in both older adults and young children,
the Phillip Island project planning area will require a balanced approach
to future sport and active recreation provision. Informal and social sport
and active recreation pursuits for older adults including walking, dog
walking, swimming, bike riding, golf, lawn bowls, croquet and tennis will
remain in high demand on the Island and San Remo as identified in the
2011 Phillip Island Sport and Active Recreation Needs Assessment.
Structured sports with traditionally high junior participation rates in the
age cohort of 5-14 years including soccer, AFL, netball, basketball and
cricket will also remain popular.
Due to the Island’s coastal location and subsequent tourism and ‘holiday
goer’ attraction, lifestyle sports and activities, in particular water sports
(e.g. surfing, yachting, swimming, stand up paddling and fishing) will
continue their popularity as will skate and BMX activities.
Provision and support for less physical health and wellbeing activities
including pilates, yoga, tai chi, hydrotherapy and group fitness classes
must remain in the forefront of Council and sport and active recreation
providers planning to ensure the ageing Phillip Island and San Remo
communities continue to have access to appropriate sport and active
recreation opportunities in line with their physical capabilities.
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NORTH MAINLAND PROJECT
PLANNING AREA
The North Mainland project planning area has by far the smallest
population of the three project planning areas, yet in terms of total area is
larger than the other two combined. The North Mainland project planning
area is forecast to increase from 6,257 people in 2015 to 7,904 in 2031.
Of the forecast increased 1,647 residents between 2015 and 2031, only
320 will be aged 24 or under with the majority of residents being aged
retirees enjoying the more rural lifestyle environment.
Key demographic statistics:
•

The North Mainland project planning area is forecast to increase by
1,647 people (26%) by 2031, with the majority of this growth being in
the Waterline area (1,127).

•

Only 19% of the Bass Coast Shire’s 2015 population reside within the
North Mainland project planning area. This percentage is forecast to
remain the same to 2031.

•

The Waterline area is forecast to experience the largest percentage
growth (30%) followed by the Rural Balance area (21%).

•

Similar to the Phillip Island project planning area, 53.3% of the 2015
population is aged 45 years or over with this figure increasing
moderately to 54.7% by 2031.

•

The 65 plus age cohort represents the largest demographic in the
North Mainland project planning area, with just over 1,400 local
residents (22.5% of the 2015 population). This figure is forecast to
grow by 47% (2,066) by 2031.

•

The age cohorts of 5-14 and 35-44 years are both forecast to increase
by 27% (187 and 212 respectively) between 2015 and 2031. This is
the second largest percentage increase behind the 65 plus age cohort.

•

The smallest forecast percentage growth is in the age cohorts of 55-64
(15%) and 15-24 (15%).

Implications for Sport and Recreation
The majority of the North Mainland project planning area’s population
growth will be via older adults, potentially moving to the more peaceful
and rural area to enjoy retirement, or those with ties to the farming and
agricultural industry.
Given the demographic profile and lower forecast population growth,
demand for additional sport and active recreation facilities within the
North Mainland project planning area is considered to be less than on
Phillip Island and the South Mainland.
Priorities for the North Mainland project planning area are to build the
capacity of existing sport and active recreation facilities. Improving
facility condition and access to popular activities such as walking,
jogging and mountain bike riding, horse riding, beach access and water
sport activities are the key focus areas.
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SOUTH MAINLAND PROJECT
PLANNING AREA
The South Mainland project planning area has the largest population of
the three project planning areas with 14,497 local residents in 2015 and
a forecast 19,590 by 2031. This project planning area has the youngest
age profile of the three planning areas yet is still dominated by an
ageing community with 50% of local residents aged 45 years or over.
However, in contrast to the North Mainland and Phillip Island project
planning areas, the percentage of residents aged 45 years or over is
forecast to decrease, albeit it by only 1.4%.
Implications for Sport and Recreation
Key demographic statistics:
•

The South Mainland project planning area is forecast to increase by
5,093 people (35%) by 2031, with the majority of this growth being in
Wonthaggi and North Wonthaggi (3,730).

•

45% of the Bass Coast Shire’s 2015 population reside within the
South Mainland project planning area. This percentage is forecast to
increase by 1% to 2031.

•

North Wonthaggi is forecast to experience the largest percentage
growth (61%) followed by Wonthaggi (32%) and Inverloch (25%).

•

The 65 plus age cohort is again the most highly represented
demographic group in the South Mainland project planning area,
with just under 3,700 local residents (25.3% of the 2015 population).
This figure is forecast to grow by 36% (5,000) by 2031.

•

The age cohorts of 5-14 and 35-44 years are both forecast to
experience the largest percentage growth of 43% (2,397 and 2,338
respectively) between 2015 and 2031, indicating future growth in
young families within the Wonthaggi and Inverloch townships.

•

The smallest forecast percentage growth is in the age cohorts of 5564 (22%) and 25-34 (32%).

The South Mainland project planning area has the majority of sport and
active recreation participation within Bass Coast. This is due to its larger
population and younger demographic, but also the greater volume of
sport and active recreation facilities and services available.
While active recreation pursuits and ‘lifestyle’ sports remain popular in the
south (e.g. windsurfing and surfing), structured sporting competition is
most prevalent )mainly in Wonthaggi and Inverloch), increasing the
demand for high participation sports including basketball, netball, soccer
and AFL.
With a younger age profile than Phillip Island, San Remo and the north,
and a forecast 1,570 additional people aged 24 and under by 2031
(compared with 1,033 for the Phillip Island and North Mainland project
planning areas combined), the South Mainland area presents a ‘hot spot’
for future junior participation in sport and active recreation participation.
Provision for the 35-44 year olds will also be important for the south,
typically an age group interested more in unstructured and flexible sport
and active recreation opportunities due to work and family commitments
(e.g. walking, running, bike riding, group fitness classes and gym).
With almost one third of the South Mainland project planning area’s
population forecast to be aged 65 or over by the year 2031, social and
less physical sport and active recreation options (e.g. tennis, golf,
walking, fishing) will remain popular as is the trend across the Shire.

16

SECTION 2
FACILITIES
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2.1 EXISTING FACILITY SUPPLY
The Bass Coast Shire provides a range of facilities, foreshore
reserves, shared trails and useable open space areas that
provide opportunity for residents to participated in their chosen
sport and recreation activity.
This section of the report provides a list of existing formalised sporting
facilities and current provision ratios (facilities to population), a facility
inventory listing by site, a map of existing facilities, facility audit
information and strategic facility planning for key sports.
Summary of existing facilities and provision ratios:
•

1 x indoor aquatics facility (1:32,321)

•

2 x leisure centres (1:16,161)

•

4 x croquet lawns (1:8,080)

•

4 x indoor highball stadiums (1:8,080)

•

6 x permanent Skate/BMX facilities (1:5,387)

•

5 x AFL ovals (1:6,464)

•

6 x soccer pitches (1:5,387)

•

8 x lawn bowls greens (1:4,040)

•

12 x cricket grounds (1:2,939)

•

18 x netball courts - 14 outdoor and 4 indoor (1:1,796)

•

37 x tennis courts (1:874)
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PHILLIP ISLAND PROJECT
PLANNING AREA

Facility

Sport

Component

Croquet

2 x croquet lawns and clubhouse

Disk Golf

9 holes

N/A

Open space

Cricket

Oval, synthetic pitch, cricket net (3),
pavilion

Football

Oval and pavilion

Netball

Netball courts (2)

Tennis

Tennis courts (4) and clubhouse (used
by netballers also)

Skate/BMX

Concrete skate facility

Cricket

Oval, synthetic pitch, pavilion

Soccer

Soccer field (2), pavilion

Tennis

Tennis court (4)

Skate/BMX

Skate ramp

Lawn Bowls

Lawn bowls green (2 synthetic), pavilion

Indoor sports (e.g.
basketball, netball,
squash, indoor
soccer)

Stadium Court (1), squash court (1)

Fitness

Gymnasium and group fitness space

Rhyll Cricket Oval
(Privately owned)

Cricket
Archery

Oval

Rhyll Park

Tennis

Tennis Court (2)

Highball (basketball
and netball)

Stadium court (1)

Tennis

Tennis court (4)

Lawn bowls

Lawn bowls green (1 – natural grass),
pavilion

Blue Gum Reserve

Cowes Future
Recreation Land

Cowes Recreation
Reserve

Newhaven
Recreation Reserve

Phillip Island Bowls
Club

Phillip Island
Leisure Centre

San Remo
Recreation Reserve

BassCoast
Coast
Shire
ActiveNeeds
Recreation
Needs
Assessment
- Draftand
Key
Findings
Future
Report
Bass
Sport
andSport
Active and
Recreation
Assessment
– Research,
Consultation
Key
Findingsand
Report
- April Directions
2016
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NORTH MAINLAND
PROJECT PLANNING AREA

Facility

Sport

Component

AFL

Oval and pavilion

Cricket

Oval (2), synthetic cricket pitch (2),
cricket net (2), pavilion

Netball

Netball court (1), informal half court
warm up area and pavilion

AFL

Oval and pavilion

Cricket

Oval and pavilion, synthetic cricket
pitch, cricket net (2)

Netball

Netball courts (2), change rooms

BMX

BMX track

Netball/Bas
ketball

Netball/Basketball court (1)

Informal
sports

Open space (located on retarding
basin)

Glen Alvie Recreation
Reserve

Cricket

Oval, synthetic cricket pitch, cricket net
(3), pavilion

Glen Forbes Recreation
Reserve

Tennis

Tennis court (1)

Grantville Recreation
Reserve

Tennis

Tennis court (2)

Tennis

Tennis court (2)

Lawn Bowls

Synthetic bowls green (1)

Tennis

Tennis court (2)

Bass Recreation
Reserve

Dalyston Recreation
Reserve

Fred Gration Reserve

Harold Hughes Reserve

Kernot Hall Recreation
Reserve

BassCoast
Coast
Shire
ActiveNeeds
Recreation
Needs
Assessment
- Draftand
Key
Findings
Future
Report
Bass
Sport
andSport
Active and
Recreation
Assessment
– Research,
Consultation
Key
Findingsand
Report
- April Directions
2016
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Facility

SOUTH MAINLAND
PROJECT PLANNING AREA

Bass Coast Aquatic
and Leisure Centre

Cape Paterson Sports
Facility

Inverloch Community
Hub
Inverloch Bowling
Club

Inverloch Recreation
Reserve

Sport

Component

Indoor sports (e.g. basketball, netball,
badminton, volleyball, indoor soccer)

Stadium court (1)

Swimming

25m lap pool (6 lanes) and toddler pool

Gymnastics

Removable gymnastics equipment

Fitness

Gymnasium and group fitness space

Tennis

Tennis court (1)

Basketball

Basketball court (1)

Indoor sports (basketball, netball,
badminton, volleyball, indoor soccer)

Stadium court (1)

Skate/BMX

Concrete skate/BMX facility

Lawn bowls

Lawn bowls green (2 – one synthetic, one
grass), pavilion

AFL

Oval and pavilion

Cricket

Oval, synthetic cricket pitch, pavilion, cricket
nets (2)

Netball

Netball court (2)

Cricket

Oval, synthetic pitch, cricket net (3) pavilion

Soccer

Soccer field (2) and pavilion

Cricket

Oval, turf pitch, cricket nets (2 synthetic, 5
turf), pavilion

Soccer

Soccer Field (2) and pavilion

Tennis

Tennis courts (6) and clubhouse

BMX

Dirt BMX track

Lawn Bowls

Lawn bowls green (2 – natural grass)

AFL

Oval, pavilion, gymnasium

Cricket

Oval (2), synthetic and turf pitches, pavilion,
cricket net (3)

Netball

Netball court (7) and clubhouse

Croquet

Croquet lawn (2) and clubhouse

Tennis

Tennis courts (8) and clubhouse

Table Tennis

Hall space

Fishing

Clubhouse

McMahon Reserve

Thompson Reserve

Wonthaggi Bowls Club

Wonthaggi Recreation
Reserve

Bass Coast Shire Sport and Active Recreation Needs Assessment - Draft Key
Findings and Future DirectionsClubhouse
Report and open space
Dog Obedience
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SPORT

2.2 FACILITY AUDITS
To provide Council with a better understanding of the current
condition of existing sport and active recreation facilities, and their
compliance against the latest facility development guidelines, a
range of audits were undertaken by the project team.
Council’s existing supply of sport and active recreation facilities are all
considered township and predominantly service a township catchment,
with the exception of the Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve which is
recognised as a municipal level venue.
In general, the majority of facilities inspected were being well maintained
by tenants and in reasonably good condition, despite the challenges of
dealing with and managing ageing and antiquated infrastructure.
Due to the age of many of these facilities a large portion of them are no
longer functional or effectively support the current use of the facility.
Whilst the demands on facilities from users have increased, and the way
facilities are used have changed, infrastructure has not kept pace with
modern standards.
Bass Coast is not unlike the majority of Councils across the State who
are dealing with a widening gap in facility renewal requirements and
competing priorities for capital funding. Investigating opportunities to
consolidate facilities and create better alignment with compatible sport
and active recreation activities to promote multiuse should be a high
priority for Council.
The project team used a range of audit tools, including a customised
program to assess the compliance of football, cricket, tennis, netball and
soccer facilities, to collect facility data. All facility information collected
has been analysed and immediate and future improvement works
identified for Council’s consideration. Please refer to Appendix #13 for
an audit summary report or contact Council for a copy of the detailed
PDF individual site reports.
The adjacent table identifies the reserves inspected as part of the facility
audits, with specific summary reports for each sport provided separately.
In addition, high ball courts were inspected at Bass Valley Primary,
Wonthaggi Primary and North Wonthaggi Primary.

Reserve

AFL

Cricket

Bass





Cowes





Tennis

Netball















Wonthaggi


















Grantville



Rhyll




San Remo
Thompson

Highball
Court





Dalyston

Newhaven

Bowls /
Croquet



Inverloch

Glen Alvie

Soccer













Inverloch
Foreshore



Harold
Hughes
(Corinella)



Wonthaggi
Bowls



Bass Coast
Leisure
Centre





Inverloch Hub





PI Leisure
Centre





Blue Gum
(Cowes)
McMahon
(Wonthaggi)






School
BVPS



WPS



WNPS



Facility audits were also conducted on Council’s four skate park facilities in Cowes,
Inverloch, Newhaven and Wonthaggi. Please refer to Appendix #14 for a summary of each
of these audits.
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2.3 STATE SPORTING
ASSOCIATION STRATEGIC
FACILITY PLANNING
Although traditional sports such as football, netball, basketball
and cricket continue to maintain high participation rates in Bass
Coast, sports such as soccer are growing in popularity.
The challenge for Bass Coast will be to identify and respond to the
sport and recreation needs of both traditional and emerging sport and
recreation activities, and provide appropriate facilities that are flexible
for a diverse range of uses. The increasing demand for passive and
informal sport and recreation opportunities will also drive the future
provision of community infrastructure.
The following pages provide an overview of the strategic direction and
existing facility development guidelines for the top five outdoor
participation sports including football, tennis, soccer, netball and
cricket.
This information is provided to guide Council in the future planning and
development of facilities and to ensure strategic alignment with peak
bodies.
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AFL Victoria
In 2012 AFL released their preferred facility guidelines for state,
regional and local facilities. This document was designed for use
by key stakeholders in providing direction for the development of
new facilities, those being considered for refurbishment or
redevelopment and to assess the suitability of existing facilities.
The guidelines inform spatial requirements and preferred layouts for
Australian Rules Football facilities and should be used by Council to
inform future detailed planning and development of football facilities.
The AFL’s preferred facility standards apply to three levels of play;
state, regional and local.

•

•

•

State facilities refer to the second highest tier of competition below
the National AFL competition i.e. VFL and service multiple
municipalities.

Hierarchy
levels

Building
size

It is envisaged that the future upgrade or enhancement of football
venues in Bass Coast Shire will continue to be developed at a local
level and be shared with other sports.
AFL Victoria has also undertaken a review of the facility development
guidelines which includes information on the preferred design of female
change rooms and amenities.

Lighting levels (lux)
Training

Competition

State
League

930 – 980 m2

165m x 135m

100

200

Regional

670 – 725 m2

165m x 135m

50

150

Local

525 – 555 m2

165m x 135m

50

100

Regional level venues service a collection of suburbs or geographic
area within a municipality (or across municipal borders) and usually
cater for more than one code or activity.
Local facilities cater for local level competition and training, including
juniors, and are generally the home of one seasonal club.

Preferred
field
dimensions

Source: AFLV Facility Development Guidelines

‘AFL Victoria is currently undertaking a
review of their facility development
guidelines which will include
information on the preferred design of
female change rooms and amenities.’
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Soccer
Football Federation Victoria (FFV) Football Facilities Information
Guide aims to enable Local Government and clubs to develop and
maintain appropriately scaled facilities.
Facility guidance is provided to meet the relevant competition
requirements, provide spectators and participants with safety and
comfort, support the development of the sport and enable sustainable
club operations.
The Facility Information Guide outlines the preferred facility
development guidelines and playing surface (grass). The guide
outlines the “best practice” standards for the development of new
facilities or redeveloped facilities, and suggests alternative solutions
and approaches where budget and site constraints apply.
FFV’s underage soccer program (SSF) should be considered in any
future development of active sporting reserves. SSF is played with
smaller balls, goals and pitch sizes. Multiple SSF games can be
played simultaneously on a standard pitch. The pitch sizes for SSF
can be portions of a standard pitch and increase as the players’ age
increases. Line marking is not required for SSF pitches – cones may
be used to delineate the field.

Hierarchy

Level of
play

Field
dimensions

Facility
requirements

Lighting
levels

A

Men’s
Premier
League
(MPL)

100m x 60m

2 sets of change
rooms

200 lux

B

Men’s State
League 1
(MSL)

100m x 60m

2 sets of change
rooms

200 lux

C

MPL (U/21),
MSL 1
(U/21), MPL
1, Women’s
Premier
League

96m x 60m

1 set of change
rooms

200 lux

D

MPL 2 & 3,
Metropolitan
League,
Juniors

96m x 60m

1 set of change
rooms

100 lux

Local Bass Coast Soccer clubs would align with the hierarchy level ‘D’
on the adjacent hierarchy table.
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Netball Victoria
Netball Victoria (NV) recently adopted their 2014 to 2018 Strategic Plan
with a vision of more people involved in netball more often. The Plan is
underpinned by six strategic pillars, with each having their own
individual goals and KPI’’s that are designed to drive the growth,
participation and sustainability of the sport.
Of most relevance to this project is the NV’s strategic goal of
‘building capacity of people and place’ and to increase the netball
facility footprint and presence of netball in sporting facilities’.
The Netball Court Planning Guide was developed by the Victorian
Government, in partnership with NV to assist Councils and netball
organisations to successfully plan and build compliant netball facilities.
Netball, particularly in regional areas has a strong alliance with country
football and is supported by existing Victorian Government funding
programs. Netball Victoria has advised that they would like to expand
this relationship with Football and align with metropolitan competitions
to share resources and facilities.
NV’s preferred model for the development of new facilities is to offer
both Indoor and Outdoor Netball opportunities. NV’s Facilities Master
Plan recommends the following court facility provision guidelines:

•

International Sports Facility

•

National Sports Facility

•

State Netball Centre (6 indoor courts)

•

Regional Netball Centre (4 indoor/4 outdoor)

•

Sub–Regional Netball Centre (3 indoor/4 outdoor)

•

Local Netball Centre (2 indoor/4 outdoor) - Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve

•

Football/Netball Club Centre (2 outdoor courts) – Majority of Bass Coast facilities

•

Large Outdoor Netball Centre (8 outdoor courts)

•

Neighbourhood Netball Centre (4 outdoor courts)

Netball Victoria has signed an MOU with
Basketball Victoria to improve the
planning and collaboration of shared
venue development and to ensure the
needs of both sports are aligned.
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Tennis
The Victorian Tennis Facility Planning Guide was released by
the Department of Planning and Community Development in
2010 with the aim of assisting clubs, organisation and councils
to plan for and develop sustainable tennis facilities.
The National Tennis Facility Planning and Development Guide
(2013) was designed to provide guidance to stakeholders regarding
tennis facility development projects.
It is recommended that any future tennis projects in Bass Coast,
either new or existing, be developed to full size requirements, with
appropriate back of court and side of court run off areas and
floodlighting.
There are a range of surface types to choose from however for
community sporting reserve settings the use of acrylic or synthetic
surface is preferred as they promote greater shared use
opportunities.
Consideration should also be given to overlaying hot shots courts to
facilitate junior development.
To ensure tennis clubs remain viable clubroom facilities should be
commensurate with the number of courts provided and promote
shared use principles.

Club / recreational
use

Court
dimensions

Recommended land
areas
(full site development)

Total court area

34.77m x
17.07m

2 courts – 0.32 ha

Run-off at back of court

5.48m

4 courts – 1.05 ha

Minimum distance
between two courts

3.05m

6 courts – 1.20 ha

Minimum distance
between two courts
(unfenced)

3.66m

8 courts – 1.50 ha

Recommended distance
between two courts
(unfenced)

4.27m

12 courts – 2.20 ha

Source: National Tennis Facility Planning and Development Guide 2013
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The following table identifies the various facility hierarchy levels recommended by Tennis Australia and its associated facility requirement, lighting
levels and catchment areas.

Hierarchy

Number of courts

Facility requirements

Lighting levels

Catchment areas

National

20+

Pinnacle facility capable of hosting large international events

Regional

16+

Change rooms, admin office,
kiosk, shaded outdoor area,
sealed parking, meeting rooms
and community space

500 lux

200,000 people within a 15km
radius (metro area)

Large Community

12+

Change rooms, admin office,
kiosk, sealed parking, shaded
outdoor area

350 lux

100,000 people within a 15km
radius (metro area)

District

8+

Change rooms, small admin
office, kiosk, onsite parking,
shaded outdoor area

350 lux (at least 50% lit)

50,000 people within a 15km
radius (metro area)

Local

4+

Change rooms, small admin
office, kiosk, onsite parking,
shaded outdoor area

350 lux (at least 50% lit)

20,000 people within a 15km
radius (metro area)

Public access

1+

Regarded as facilities that can be hired or have free access for community use

Source: National Tennis Facility Planning and Development Guide 2013
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Cricket
Cricket Victoria (CV) have released the ‘Strategies for
Maximising the Use of Cricket Facilities’ document to provides
guidelines for cricket clubs, associations and Councils to work
collaboratively in addressing current and future turf and
synthetic wicket and ground usage challenges.
CV’s preference is the installation of turf squares of five wickets width
at any new reserves playing in higher level competitions. Synthetic
surfaces for lower level competitions, including that currently being
played in Bass Coast, is also supported by Cricket Victoria.
It is appropriate for synthetic wickets to be constructed next to a turf
table. Installation of water tanks and equipment to allow clubs to
maintain their own turf wickets or source alternative water supplies is
strongly recommended, as is the adoption of ‘best practice’ turf
management guidelines.
The diameter of a cricket field can vary between 137m and 150m.
Ideally, the oval should fall in all directions from the centre, but failing
this, should have a single phase slope of one per cent in any
convenient direction. If the oval is on a very well drained soil, no slope
is required.
Any new ovals should be designed to be shared between cricket and
other sports and to develop surfaces to accommodate winter and
summer use. Traditionally cricket clubs in Bass Coast have shared
their facilities with the local football and soccer club, operating across
different seasons.
Cricket Australia and Cricket Victoria are currently developing the
Community Cricket Guidelines which will be released later this year
and should be considered by Council for any future cricket project.
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2.4 BASS COAST SHIRE COUNCIL SPORTS FACILITY HIERARCHY
Developing a facility hierarchy model and supporting definitions for each level of the hierarchy is challenging, as what may be considered a ‘regional’
facility to Council or a local sporting or community group, may be viewed differently by a State Sporting Organisation. For instance, State Sporting
Organisations primarily view regional level facilities as venues for elite sport, whereas government, in particular local government, see regional
facilities as catering for a broad range of sport and use and servicing a broad catchment area.
The Bass Coast Shire Council has no existing facility hierarchy for sport and active recreation facilities. Council’s 2008 Open Space Plan does provide
a summary of the characteristics or levels of provision for open space areas with a primary function of servicing sport, however in the interests of
providing a more current facility hierarchy, reflective of existing state sporting organisation facility hierarchy levels and related infrastructure provision
the following hierarchy table has been developed. The facility hierarchy model is an aspirational model that has been prepared to assist Council with
the future planning, maintenance, and general provision for certain levels (e.g. local or municipal) of sport and active recreation facilities across the
Shire.
State Sporting
Organisation Facility
Hierarchy Levels

Sport

AFL

•
•
•

State
Regional
Local

Bass Coast Shire Hierarchy Level
Municipal

Township

Local

Service a collection of suburbs or
geographic area within a municipality (or
across municipal borders) and usually
cater for more than one code or activity.
Regional venues should have perimeter
fencing, capacity to host competition
finals and surface quality maintained to a
high standard.

More aligned with AFL Victoria’s ‘local’ level facility.
Designed to cater for local level competition, including
junior competitions within individual townships. Venues are
usually the ‘home’ of one seasonal club. Facilities and
playing surfaces are provided to home and away
competition standard.

Similar to a local level AFL facility
in that it accommodates junior
competition, however Council
considers these facilities as senior
training facilities and not
competition.

Cowes Recreation Reserve
Inverloch Recreation Reserve
Bass Recreation Reserve
Dalyston Recreation Reserve

Glen Alvie Recreation Reserve

Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve

CRICKET

•
•
•

Premier / Regional
Club (Home)
Club (Satellite)

Similar to Cricket Australia’s Premier /
Regional level facility in that it integrates
the community cricket pathway and
provides connection between club cricket
and high performance pathways.
Facilities service home clubs, as well as
providing for the broader cricket
catchment.
Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve (Oval 2)

•

SOCCER

•
•

•

A (Men’s Premier
League)
B (Men’s State League 1)
C (Men’s Provisional
League / Women’s
Provisional League)
D (Metropolitan League /
Juniors)

Equivalent to level B FFV classification
for the level of competition. Venue
should provide at a minimum a pavilion
with adequate change facilities, umpire
room, first aid room, multiple playing
pitches, sports field floodlighting (to
competition standard), covered team
benches, public toilets and scoreboard.

Aligns with Cricket Australia’s Club (Home) facility
providing a mix of recreational and competitive cricket
opportunities within a community club environment for local
communities – clubs and venues connect with their
associated turf or synthetic competition and pathway
structure (for all age groups).

Provides opportunities for club and
school competition and social /
recreational cricket. Venues often
used as secondary grounds for
junior and lower senior grades.

Cowes Recreation Reserve
Thompson Recreation Reserve
Glen Alvie Recreation Reserve
Bass Recreation Reserve

Inverloch Recreation Reserve
McMahon Recreation Reserve
Newhaven Recreation Reserve
Dalyston Recreation Reserve

Equivalent to level C FFV classification for the level of
competition. Venue should provide at a minimum a pavilion
with adequate change facilities, umpires room, multiple
playing pitches, sports field floodlighting (to training
standard), first aid area, team benches and access to
public toilets.

Equivalent to level D FFV
classification for the level of
competition. Venue should provide
at a minimum adequate player
change facilities, and one playing
pitch.

Thompson Reserve
Newhaven Recreation Reserve

Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve
McMahon Reserve
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Bass Coast Shire Hierarchy Level
Sport

Current Facility Hierarchy Levels
Municipal
•
•
•
•
•

NETBALL

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

BASKETBALL

International Sports Facility
National Sports Facility
State Netball Centre
(6 indoor courts)
Regional Netball Centre
(4 indoor/4 outdoor)
Sub–Regional Netball Centre
(3 indoor/4 outdoor)
Local Netball Centre
(2 indoor/4 outdoor)
Football/Netball Club Centre
(2 outdoor courts)
Large Outdoor Netball Centre
(8 outdoor courts)
Neighbourhood Netball Centre
(4 outdoor courts)

•
•

State (6 indoor courts)
Regional - (6 courts)
Sub-Regional – Major Metropolitan
(4 courts)
Sub Regional – Regional Victoria
(3 courts)
Local Basketball Centre (3 courts)
Neighbourhood Centre (1 indoor court)

•
•
•
•
•

Regional Venue
Large Community Venue
District Venue
Local Venue
Public Access Venue

•

Township

Aligns closely with Netball
Victoria’s Sub Regional or Large
outdoor Netball Centre.

Similar requirements to a Football/Netball
Club Centre.

Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve

Inverloch Recreation Reserve
Cowes Recreation Reserve
Dalyston Recreation Reserve
Bass Recreation Reserve

Aligns with Basketball Victoria’s
Sub-Regional (Regional Victoria)
level facility.

Aligns with Basketball Victoria’s
Neighbourhood Centre level facility.

Inverloch Community Hub
Bass Coast Aquatic and Leisure Centre
San Remo Recreation Centre
Phillip Island Leisure Centre
Similar to Tennis Victoria’s Large
Community venue and in that it is
able to accommodate regional
and association level
tournaments.

TENNIS

Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve

Equivalent to Tennis Victoria’s District or
Local level venues and focusses on serving
the needs of local communities. Township
venues deliver interclub competition formats,
recreational and social tennis and a range of
coaching programs for all levels. This level of
facility provides opportunities for local
communities to be part of the tennis club and
venue environment. Recreation, social and
family participation are central to the venue
services and activities.
Cowes Recreation Reserve
Newhaven Recreation Reserve
Thompson Reserve
San Remo Recreation Reserve
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Local
Would generally be below a
Netball Victoria Football/Netball
Club Centre and consist of one
netball court only.
Cape Paterson Sports Facility

Would generally be below a
Basketball Victoria
Neighbourhood Centre and
consist of one outdoor court or an
indoor primary school stadium.
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3.1 SPORTS PARTICIPATION
Current club membership and participation data has been collected from local sporting clubs,
associations and peak sporting bodies.
While not all organisations completed the online survey (capturing membership trends from 2012-2015),
the following pages provide a summary of sports participation trends in Bass Coast, and their projected
future growth to 2030.
A more detailed analysis of several highly participated sports (basketball, AFL, netball, soccer, tennis and
cricket) has been undertaken using peak sporting body registered player data, which in some cases varies
from club participation numbers.
Summary of local sports participation
•

The Phillip Island, Inverloch and Wonthaggi Soccer Clubs’ combined membership total has
increased by 136 (285 to 421) over the past three years (48% increase).

•

Local basketball participation remains steady with the Phillip Island and District Basketball
Association experiencing the most growth (130 to 213) over the past three years. The Wonthaggi
Basketball Association boasts the largest number of current members (391) while the Bass Valley
Basketball Group’s membership has dropped from 100 to 40.

•

Local Football Netball clubs’ participation rates have remained relatively stable since 2012 with a
combined increase of 70 additional members (1,025-1095) assumed mainly due to the introduction of
the youth girls AFL and Auskick programs. Note that data provided by the local AFL Gippsland
Association towards the end of project consultation highlighted an increase of 86 additional participants
in just AFL over the past three seasons, suggesting local higher growth in AFL than that reported by
local clubs.

•

The Wonthaggi and District Netball Association’s membership has increased by 22% (100 additional
members) from 2012 to 2015.

•

Lawn bowls participation has decreased however is still one of the most highly participated in sports
across the Shire. The recent conversion of the Inverloch Bowls Club green from natural grass to
synthetic surface and clubhouse improvements has however resulted in a spike in facility usage and
membership levels.

•

Cricket participation remains steady with no real growth nor decline in participation levels over the
last three years.

•

Tennis participation has remained steady over the past three years while croquet numbers have
increased with an additional 24 players trying their hand at the sport over the past three years.

•

South Coast Athletics Club’s participation has declined slightly (59-47) while the Wonthaggi Little
Athletics Club’s numbers have increased by 19% (113-135).

•

Local participation in table tennis has increased by 63% over the past three years with the
Wonthaggi Table Tennis Association’s membership numbers rising from 40 to 65.

The following page provides a table
highlighting individual Bass Coast
sporting club membership data from
2012-2015. The table includes data for
those clubs who completed the survey
with further analysis provided in Appendix
#3 of this report.
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Sport Club Membership by Sport (2012-2015)

Sport

AFL/Netball

M’ship +/- 2012-2015

Club forecast +/- M’ship to
2020

Dalyston Football Netball Club

15% increase (260>308)

Increasing by up to 20%

Inverloch Kongwak Football Netball Club

9% increase (220>240)

Increasing by up to 10%

Remained constant (185-185)

Increasing by up to 10%

Phillip Island Football Netball Club

21% increase (190>230)

Increasing by up to 10%

Wonthaggi Power Football Netball Club

9% decrease (230<210)

Remaining constant

South Coast Athletics

20% decrease (59<47)

Decreasing by up to 10%

Club/Association

Kilcunda Bass Football Netball Club

Athletics

Overall Trend
2012-2015

8% increase (+88)

Increase
6% increase (+10)

Wonthaggi Little Athletics Club

19% increase (113>135)

Increasing by up to 10%

Bass Valley Basketball Group

60% decrease (100<40)

Remaining the same

Phillip Island & District Basketball Association

64% increase (130>213)

Increasing by up to 20% or more

Wonthaggi Basketball Association

2% decrease (400<391)

Up to 20% or more

Glen Alvie Cricket Club

27% increase (55>70)

Remaining constant

Inverloch Cricket Club

4% increase (115>120)

Remaining constant

10% decrease (155<140)

Increasing by up to 10%

Wonthaggi Cricket Club (The Miners)

25% increase (80>100)

Remaining constant

Phillip Island Croquet Club

29% increase (31>40)

Increasing by up to 10%

Wonthaggi Croquet Club

43% increase (35>50)

Increasing by up to 20% or more

Lang Lang Golf Club

13% increase (400>450)

Increasing by up to 10%

Phillip Island Golf Club

10% decrease (523<467)

N/A

Wonthaggi Golf Club

6% decrease (320<300)

Remaining the same

Wonthaggi Hockey

25% decrease (16<12)

Increasing by up to 10%

Decrease

Constant
Basketball

Cricket

6% increase (+25)
Phillip Island District Cricket Club

Croquet

Golf

Hockey

2% increase (+14)

36% increase (+24)
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2% decrease (-26)

25% decrease (-4)
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Sport

Lawn Bowls

Martial Arts

M’ship +/- 2012-2015

Club forecast +/- M’ship to
2020

Corinella Bowling Club

29% increase (48>62)

Increasing by up to 20% or more

Inverloch Bowling Club

7% increase (139>149)

Remaining constant

Phillip Island Bowling Club

9% decrease (167<152)

Increasing by up to 10%

San Remo Bowls Club

4% decrease (110<106)

Remaining constant

Wonthaggi Bowls Club

23% decrease (178<137)

Decreasing by up to 10%

20% increase (39>47)

Increasing by up to 10%

20% increase (+8)

22% increase (450>550)

Increasing by up to 20% or more

22% increase (+100)

88% increase (80>150)

Increasing by up to 20% or more

Phillip Island Soccer Club

35% increase (115>155)

Increasing by up to 20% or more

Wonthaggi United Soccer Club

29% increase (90>116)

Increasing by up to 20% or more

Phillip Island Swimming Club

10% decrease (100<90)

Decreasing by up to 10%

South Gippsland Swimming Club

29% increase (70>90)

Increasing by up to 20% or more

Wonthaggi Underwater Hockey

10% decrease (40<36)

Increasing by up to 20% or more

Wonthaggi Table Tennis Association

63% increase (40>65)

Increasing by up to 20% or more

Grantville Tennis Club

Remained constant (30-30)

Remaining constant

Inverloch Tennis Club

25% increase (160>200)

Increasing by up to 20% or more

Remained constant (190-190)

Increasing by up to 10%

33% decrease (18-12)

Remaining constant

4% decrease (104<100)

Increasing by up to 20% or more

12% increase (85>95)

Increasing by up to 10%

Club/Association

Sang Rok Judo Jiu Jitsu Club

Overall Trend 20122015

5.6% decrease (-36)

Increase
Netball (only)

Wonthaggi and District Netball Association
Inverloch Stars Soccer Club

Soccer

Swimming

Table Tennis

Phillip Island Tennis Club
Tennis

Decrease
48% increase (+136)

Constant

3% increase (+6)

63% increase (+25)

7% increase (+40)
Rhyll Tennis Club
Westernport Tennis Club
Wonthaggi and District Tennis Club

Membership data in the above table has been provided by clubs during a project survey distributed by Council. Those clubs with no
membership information listed did not provide a response to the survey.
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BASKETBALL
National and State participation
As evidenced by Basketball Victoria’s Facilities Master Plan,
membership and participation in basketball continues to grow at a
rapid rate.
Based on information provided in the Facilities Master Plan,
basketball ranks as the second highest participation sport (excluding
swimming) for Victorian children, and the fifth highest participation
sport for Australian children.

•

Of the players registered with the Phillip Island and District Basketball
Association (213), 120 (56%) live in Cowes. The majority of players
registered with the Wonthaggi Basketball Association live in
Wonthaggi (49%) with 36% from Inverloch.

•

The Wonthaggi and Philip Island and District Basketball Association’s
combined memberships have increased by 12% over the past three
years with the majority of this growth coming from the Phillip Island
and District Basketball Association (77% growth). The Wonthaggi
Basketball Association reported a 13% decline in membership (50
players).

•

Bass Coast Shire’s current participation rate of 1.87% falls
considerably lower than State averages for both adult and juniors.

Participation numbers for adults is also strong with basketball ranking
8th (6th for Victorians) of physical activities undertaken by Australians
15 years and over in 2010. Participation by Victorians in basketball is
significantly higher than the Australian average, with 210,500 (4.8%)
of Victorians who are 15 years or older participating in basketball.

Registered players by Association
(Summer 2014)
Phillip Island and District Basketball Association
Wonthaggi Basketball Association

The Australian Bureau of Statistics’ (ABS) 2009 survey of Children’s
Participation in Cultural and Leisure Activities reports a 14.5%
increase in participation in basketball between 2006 and 2009.
Participation in the 5-14 age group for Victorians was much higher
than Australian averages with a 13.8% basketball participation rate by
Victorian children.

35%
65%

Local and Regional participation
•

•

During the 2014 summer season there were 604 basketball
players in Bass Coast registered with either the Wonthaggi
Basketball Association or the Phillip Island and District Basketball
Association. The Bass Valley Basketball Group currently have 40
members, a drop from 100 members in 2012.
391 (65%) of these players are registered with the Wonthaggi
Basketball Association, with the remaining 213 (35%) registered
with the Phillip Island and District Basketball Association.

•

The average age of basketball players in Bass Coast is 14, and of
the 604 players, 377 are male and 227 are female.

•

Of the 604 players 192 (33%) are from Wonthaggi, 141 (24%)
from Inverloch and 138 (23%) from Cowes.

Registered players by suburb
250
200
150
100
50
0
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Registered players by club and association

NETBALL

250
200
150

National and State participation

100

According to ERASS the national participation rate (5 year average)
for netball in the 15+ age group is 3.10%, with the highest
participation rate of 8.78% recorded in the 15 to 24 age cohort. In
Victoria, netball participation rates in 2010 were slightly higher
(3.8%) than the national average but has decreased from 4.4%
since 2001. Local participation rates for netball is 2.78% of the
population (all age groups), slightly below the Victorian average.

50
0

The Australian Bureau of Statistics’ (ABS) 2009 survey of Children’s
Participation in Cultural and Leisure Activities reports national
netball participation for 5-14 year olds is 8.7% (3 year average),
slightly below the Victoria State average of 9.4% (2009).
Local and Regional participation
•

There are 900 registered netball players residing in the Bass
Coast Shire. 98% of players are female and 2% are male.

•

Approximately 58% of players live in either Inverloch and
Wonthaggi (29% each). Cowes (13%) and Cape Paterson (4%)
are the next most populated townships for registered players.

•

Approximately 669 players (74%) are registered with Bass Coast
based clubs or leagues. Of the 669 registered players 403
(60%) are registered with the Alberton Football Netball League,
210 registered with the Wonthaggi and District Netball
Association (31%) and 56 (9%) with the Gippsland League.

Residence of registered players (2015)
300
250
200
150
100
50
0
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AFL
National and State participation
Australian Rules Football is Australia’s national game and
participation rates across the country are extremely high, particularly
in Victoria. According to ERASS the national participation rate (5 year
average) for football in the 15+ age group is 2.16%, with the highest
participation rate of 7.36% recorded in the 15 to 24 age cohort. In
Victoria, football participation rates in 2010 were far greater (5.4%)
than the national average.
The Australian Bureau of Statistics’ (ABS) 2009 survey of Children’s
Participation in Cultural and Leisure Activities reports national football
participation for 5-14 year olds is 7.8% (3 year average), well below
the Victoria State average of 18.5% (2009).
Local and Regional participation
Note: No female participation data was available at the time of participation analysis
and has not been included in the following summary or adjacent tables.

Alberton Senior League Participation 2013-2015
(includes Wonthaggi Power Football Netball Club from Gippsland Senior League)
Club
Phillip Island
Kilcunda Bass
InverlochKongwak
Dalyston
Wonthaggi
TOTAL

2013
113
112

2014
145
94

2015
132
131

Plus / Minus
19
19

%
17%
17%

122

116

100
106
553

105
105
565

124

2

1.6%

115
104
606

15
-2
53

15%
-2%
9.6%

Alberton Junior League Participation 2013-2015
Club
Phillip Island
InverlochKongwak
Dalyston
Kilcunda Bass
Wonthaggi
TOTAL

2013
63

2014
69

2015
71

Plus/Minus
8

%
12.70%

52

66

66

14

27%

57
43
51
266

52
52
49
288

60
56
50
303

3
13
-1
37

5%
30%
-2%
14%

Auskick Participation 2010-2015

97
87
81
22

Plus/
Minus
5
87
-25
5

5.4%
8,700%
-23.6%
29%

0

22

22

2,200%

321

279

64

30%

CLUB

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

During the recent 2015 AFL season there were 1,218 players
registered with the five Bass Coast based AFL clubs. This total
includes 502 players registered with the Alberton Senior League
(Aged 14 years or over), 105 registered with the Gippsland Senior
League (Wonthaggi Football Netball Club), 303 with the Alberton
Junior League and 309 Auskick participants.

Phillip Island
Inverloch
Wonthaggi
Bass
Dalyston &
District Auskick
TOTAL

92
0
106
17

115
0
71
26

114
61
81
36

105
105
68
35

135
78
80
28

0

0

0

0

215

212

292

313

•

Overall participation across the Shire in AFL (including Auskick)
has increased by 7.6% from 2013 with 86 additional participants.

Combined Bass Coast AFL Participation 2013-2015
(senior, junior, Auskick)

•

The Dalyston Football Netball Club has experienced the most
growth over the past three seasons with an additional 40 players.
This is due mainly to the introduction of the Dalyston and District
Auskick program.
Of the 1,218 registered participants, approximately one third are
aged 18 years or over (400) with the remaining 818 players aged
17 or under (including Auskick participants).

Club
Phillip Island
InverlochKongwak
Wonthaggi
Kilcunda Bass
Dalyston
TOTAL

Approximately 80% of senior participants at Bass Coast AFL clubs
are local Shire residents (480 of 606) with the majority residing in
Wonthaggi (173), Inverloch (97) and Cowes (89).

Additional data provided by AFL Gippsland post development of the above tables
reported 31 female participants registered with the Dalyston Youth Girls team and
18 junior females in the Alberton Junior League during the 2015 season.

•

•

•

2013
281

2014
349

2015
300

Plus/Minus
19

%
6.80%

279
225
190
157

260
234
174
157

277
235
209
197

-2
10
19
40

-1%
4.5%
10%
25%

1,132

1,174

1,218

86

7.6%
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SOCCER

•

Of the 416 registered players 119 live in Wonthaggi, 102 live in
Cowes and 93 live in Inverloch. Most players are affiliated with
their local club - 82 (69%) of players at the Wonthaggi Soccer Club
live in Wonthaggi, 138 (93%) of Phillip Island Soccer Club players
live on either the Island or San Remo, and 75 (67%) of Inverloch
Soccer Club players reside in Inverloch.

•

The Inverloch and Wonthaggi Soccer Clubs’ combined membership
has increased by 56% between 2012 and 2015.

National and State participation
According to ERASS the national participation rate (5 year average) for
soccer in the 15+ age group is 3.12%, with the highest participation
rate of 10.30% recorded in the 15 to 24 age cohort, the highest of any
of the outdoor organised sports nationally. In Victoria, soccer
participation rates in 2010 were similar at 3.5% to the national average
and has recorded a slight increase from 3.1% since 2001. Local
participation rates for soccer is 1.29% of the population (all age
groups). Despite this being below the Victorian average there is clear
evidence of growth and future demand for soccer in Bass Coast.

Registered players by club (2015)

157
140

The Australian Bureau of Statistics’ (ABS) 2009 survey of Children’s
Participation in Cultural and Leisure Activities reports national soccer
participation for 5-14 year olds is 13.3% (3 year average), well ahead of
the Victoria State average of 6.0% (2009).

119

Local and Regional participation
•

There are currently 416 soccer players registered with the three
Bass Coast based soccer clubs. Four hundred of these players
currently live in the Shire (96%).

•

The Phillip Island Soccer Club has the most registered players with
157, followed by Inverloch Stars (140) and Wonthaggi United (119).

•

Of the 416 registered players 305 (73%) are male and 111 (27%)
female. The mini roos program for 5 to 11 year olds is popular with
181 registered participants enrolled with Bass Coast clubs. There is
also 124 junior players (12 to 18 years), 65 senior players and 46
players over 35s across the Shire.

•

Inverloch Stars SC

Phillip Island SC

Wonthaggi United SC

The Inverloch Soccer Club has slightly more female players (40)
than Phillip Island (36) and Wonthaggi (35). Wonthaggi has more
players in the junior age category (50) than Phillip Island (45) and
Inverloch (29).
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TENNIS

•

The majority of registered players in Bass Coast live in Cowes
(143), Inverloch (135) and Wonthaggi (105).

•

Tennis club members are predominantly locally based with 90%
of members of the Wonthaggi Tennis Club living in Wonthaggi,
83% of Phillip Island Tennis Club members live on the Island and
74% of members at the Inverloch Tennis Club live in Inverloch.

•

During the 2014-15 season there were 273 ANZ Tennis Hot
Shots registered participants residing in Bass Coast, including a
large number from Newhaven College.

•

Tennis club membership across the Shire has remained relatively
stable over the past three years, with no significant growth or
decline experienced by any club.

National and State participation
According to ERASS the national participation rate (5 year average)
for tennis in the 15+ age group is 2.62%, with the highest
participation rate of 4.14% recorded in the 15 to 24 age cohort. In
Victoria, tennis participation rates in 2010 were much higher than the
national average (6.80%) but participation has declined from 9.2%
since 2001. Local participation rates for tennis is 1.64%, well below
the Victorian State average (all age groups) and Council have
reported a decline in demand for tennis facilities.
The Australian Bureau of Statistics’ (ABS) 2009 survey of Children’s
Participation in Cultural and Leisure Activities reports national tennis
participation for 5-14 year olds is 7.9% (3 year average), below the
Victoria State average of 11.7% (2009).

Registered players by club (2014/15 season)
19%

Inverloch TC

32%

Phillip Island TC

17%

Local and Regional participation
•

•
•

There are currently 530 registered tennis players affiliated with
four of Bass Coast’s tennis clubs. Inverloch and Phillip Island has
172 members each, whilst Wonthaggi has 98 and Westernport
88. Grantville and Rhyll Tennis Club membership numbers were
not provided by Tennis Victoria as they were not affiliated clubs at
the time of project research (they are now both affiliated.
Grantville Tennis Club’s membership has remained steady over
the last three years recording 30 members each season.
Of the 530 registered tennis players, 281 (53%) are males and
the remaining 249 (47%) are females.
The average age of registered tennis players in Bass Coast is 42,
with 109 players under 15 years, 109 between 16 and 40, and
242 above 40 years. Phillip Island Tennis Club has the largest
junior membership with 48 of their members aged 15 or
under. Please note that 70 registered players did not declare
their age.

Westernport TC
Wonthaggi District TC

32%

Registered players by township
(2014/15 season)
200
150
100
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135

50

105
71
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10

50

0

Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation Needs Assessment – Research, Consultation and Key Findings Report - April 2016

44

Registered Bass Coast Residents by Club 2014/15

National and State participation
According to ERASS the national participation rate (5 year average) for
cricket in the 15+ age group is 2.02%, with the highest participation rate
of 5.46% recorded in the 15 to 24 age cohort. In Victoria, cricket
participation rates in 2010 were slightly higher (3.5%) than the national
average, and has increased from 2.6% in 2001. Local participation
rates for cricket have remained stable over the past three years
however fall below the state average at approximately 1.5%.
The Australian Bureau of Statistics’ (ABS) 2009 survey of Children’s
Participation in Cultural and Leisure Activities reports national cricket
participation for 5-14 year olds is 5.2% (3 year average), well below the
Victoria State average of 7.2% (2009). Local participation rates for
children in this age bracket is well below both the state and national
average at 0.1%.
Local and Regional participation
•

During the recent 2014/15 season there were 300 playing members
registered with the Leongatha and District Cricket Association
residing within the Bass Coast Shire.

•

Of the 300 members, 294 are male and 6 female.

•

The average age of registered Bass Coast residents playing cricket
is 28, with 57 players aged 15 years or younger, 102 between 16
and 25, and 141 between 26 and 65 years. The Wonthaggi Cricket
Club have the highest local resident membership number of 61,
followed by the Phillip Island District Cricket Club (45).

•

The majority of registered players in Bass Coast reside in Wonthaggi
(136), Inverloch (47) and Cowes (43).

•

Cricket club membership across the Shire has remained relatively
stable over the past three years, with no significant growth or decline
experienced by any club.

Axis Title

CRICKET

Wonthaggi Cricket Club
Phillip Island District Cricket Club
Glen Alvie Cricket Club
Wonthaggi Workmens Cricket Club
Kilcunda/Bass Cricket Club
Inverloch Cricket Club
Leongatha & District Cricket Association
Outtrim Moyarra Kongwak Cricket Club
Poowong Loch Cricket Club
Nereena Cricket Club
Koonwarra Leongatha RSL Cricket Club
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Registered Bass Coast Residents by Township 2014/15
Wonthaggi
Inverloch
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Corinella/Coronet Bay/Lang Lang
Newhaven/San Remo
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Registered Bass Coast Residents by Age Group 2014/15
57
141
102

8-15 years

Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation Needs Assessment – Research, Consultation and Key Findings Report - April 2016

16-25 years

26 years or older
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3.2 FUTURE SPORTS DEMAND
In order to estimate and predict future growth in individual sport participation and the
potential need for additional or improved facilities, the following methods of analysis
have been undertaken.
•

A review of State and National Exercise Recreation and Sport Survey (ERASS)
data (2001-2010) and Children's Participation in Cultural and Leisure Activities
(2012);

•

A review of local sport and active recreation club membership data and forecast
future growth;

•

A review of local sporting association data;

•

Consultation with local sport clubs, associations, peak sporting bodies and the
local Bass Coast community.

While no one method is considered to provide definitive and accurate projections for
how Bass Coast residents will choose to partake in local sporting opportunities
between 2015 and 2031, the analysis identified the following key findings which are
provided in more detail on the following pages.
•

Local Football Netball Clubs are forecast to experience steady growth over the
next 10-15 years with an approximate increase of 220-270 players for each
sporting code.

•

Soccer has been the fastest growing sport over the past three years in Bass Coast,
with this growth forecast to continue as a result of planned facility improvements
and growth in Wonthaggi’s 5-14 year age group (age group most commonly
associated with soccer participation). While it is not anticipated soccer participation
numbers will continue to increase each year at 16% as has been the case in the
past three years, a minimum 300 additional players are forecast for the Shire
over the next 15 years.

•

While the current and future age profile of Bass Coast suggests increased demand
for lawn bowls facilities, local club membership trends indicate otherwise with lawn
bowls participation numbers (club members) forecast to remain the same. The
recent spike in social and barefoot bowls at facilities such as the Inverloch Bowling
Club may be where lawn bowls experiences its greatest growth in participation.

•

Steady growth in tennis, cricket and basketball is forecast commensurate with an
increase in local population numbers. An estimated 150-200 additional players is
forecast for each of these sporting pursuits by 2031.

•

Athletics and croquet are forecast to experience minor growth over the next 15
years with both sports projected to see an approximate increase of between 50
and 100 members over the next 15 years.
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Exercise Recreation and Sports Survey (ERASS)

Key participation projection findings include:

The Exercise, Recreation and Sport Survey (ERASS) was a joint
initiative of the Australian Sports Commission and State and Territory
Departments of Sport and Recreation, conducted on an annual basis
between 2001 and 2010.

•

Swimming (1,176) is forecast to experience the largest total
participation growth over the next 15 years, followed by tennis
(603), golf (427), AFL (345), basketball (320), netball (283) and soccer
(274). It should be noted that local tennis club membership data does
not support this forecast increase in organised participation, however
does suggest continued healthy levels of casual or informal tennis
activity.

•

The majority of growth in organised sports participation is
forecast to occur on the mainland, more specifically the south
mainland project planning area which by 2031 is forecast to produce
approximately 50% of the Shire’s total participation in organised sport.
This is due partly to the higher population numbers in the Wonthaggi
and Inverloch townships, but also the younger profile of the south
mainland project planning area and the subsequent link with organised
sport (e.g. soccer, basketball).

•

The four largest forecast percentage increases in sports
participation across the Shire are lawn bowls (33.1%), AFL
(29.5%), athletics (28.8%) and basketball (28.4%). Consultation with
local bowls clubs suggests however that this forecast participation trend
is not reflective of the local lawn bowls participation climate.

•

The three largest forecast percentage increases in sports participation
in the Phillip Island planning area are consistent with the Shire’s
trend with lawn bowls (34%) and tennis and AFL (both 23.1%).

•

The north mainland project planning area is forecast to see its
largest percentage growth in lawn bowls (34.9%), and swimming
(22.6%).

•

In contrast to the Phillip Island and north mainland project planning
areas, the south mainland project planning area area will experience
its largest percentage growth in sports more associated with junior
participation, including AFL (37.5%), athletics (37%) and basketball
(36.7%).

The ERASS collected information on the frequency, duration, nature and
type of activities participated in by persons aged 15 years and over for
exercise, recreation or sport during the 12 months prior to interview.
Participation means active ‘playing’ participation, and does not include
coaching, refereeing, being a spectator or activities related to work,
household chores or gardening duties.
ERASS ceased at the end of 2010 with adult national sport and
recreation participation statistics now being collected by the Australian
Bureau of Statistics (ABS).
11 sports have been analysed to determine the potential future market
and likely participation numbers within the Bass Coast Shire to 2031.
Future sport participation projections are developed by combining Bass
Coast Shire forecast population increases and individual state and
national sporting participation rates (ERASS).
SPORT /
ACTIVITY

2015

2020

2025

2030

+/-

%
Increase

Swimming

4,252

4,597

4,976

5,428

1,176

27.6%

Tennis

2,176

2,350

2,546

2,779

603

27.7%

Golf

1,635

1,736

1,884

2,062

427

26.1%

AFL

1,169

1,276

1,387

1,514

345

29.5%

Basketball

1,123

1,213

1,320

1,443

320

28.4%

Netball

1,025

1,102

1,197

1,308

283

27.7%

Soccer

1,021

1,087

1,183

1,295

274

26.8%

Lawn Bowls

891

985

1,081

1,186

295

33.1%

Cricket

851

916

995

1,087

235

27.7%

Athletics

236

254

277

303

68

28.8%

Hockey

214

228

248

271

57

26.4%

It should be noted that the above and adjacent future sport growth
predictions are based on state and national participation rates and forecast
Bass Coast population change between 2015 and 2030. Bass Coast Shire’s
actual participation rates for most sports fall well below state and national
rates, hence future participation projections are significantly inflated via this
model of calculation.
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Table 2: Club Projections (%)

Local sporting club and association membership data
In order to predict more realistic future growth in individual sports across
Bass Coast between 2015 and 2031, the following three methods of
analysis have been conducted.

SPORT

2012-2015 % Increase

2015

2031

+/-

AFL/Netball

+7% (2.33% per year ave)

1447

2,203

756

Cricket

+6% (2% per year ave)

646

886

240

•

Lawn Bowls

-5.6% (1.87% per year ave)

606

447

-159

Basketball

+2.2% (0.75% per year ave)

644

723

79

Tennis

+7% (2.33% per year ave)

560

808

248

Soccer

+48% (16% per year ave)

416

4,489

4,073

Athletics

+6% (2% per year ave)

182

251

69

Croquet

+36.3% (12.1% per year ave)

90

557

467

Application of individual sport ERASS forecast percentage increases
between 2015 and 2030 (see last column of table on previous page)
to actual 2015 Bass Coast local club membership figures. Table 1

•

Application of each sports combined average annual membership
percentage increase (2012-2015) over the next 16 years. Table 2

•

Application of each sports combined average yearly membership
increase (2012-2015) over the next 16 years. Table 3

•

Application of each sports penetration rate (number of registered
2015 playing members to Bass Coast population) to Bass Coast’s
2031 forecast population. Table 4

The following tables do not include all sports participated in across Bass
Coast due to participation data either not provided during project
research or not being reflective of overall Shire participation (e.g. one
club from one sporting code providing data).
Table 1: ERASS Projections
BASS COAST
COLLECTIVE
CLUB
MEMBERSHIP
(2015)

2015-2030 %
INCREASE
(ERASS)

GROWTH

AFL

774

29.5%

229

1,003

Netball

673

27.7%

187

860

Cricket

646*

27.7%

179

825

Lawn Bowls

606

33.1%

201

807

Basketball

604

28.4%

172

776

Tennis

560

27.7%

151

711

Soccer

416

26.8%

112

528

Athletics

182

28.8%

52

234

Croquet

90

36.3%*

33

123

SPORT

TOTAL
2030

* Not all cricket club membership data was provided hence the average club
membership number has been applied to estimate total participation numbers.

Table 3: Club Projections (number)
SPORT

Ave Yearly
Increase
(2012-2015)

2015

Increase (ave yearly increase x
16)

Total

AFL/Netball

+29.3

1447

469

1,916

Cricket

+8.33

646

133

779

Lawn Bowls

-12

606

-192

414

Basketball

+4.66

644

75

679

Tennis

+13.3

560

213

773

Soccer

+45.3

416

724

1,140

Athletics

+3.3

182

53

235

Croquet

+8

90

128

218

Table 4: Club Penetration Rate
SPORT

2015
Membership

Penetration Rate
(Number of players to 2015 Bass
Coast population)

Projected
total 2031

+/-

AFL

774

0.024%

1,014

240

Netball

673

0.021%

887

218

Cricket

646*

0.020%

845

199

Lawn Bowls

606

0.019%

803

197

Basketball

604

0.019%

803

199

Tennis

560

0.017%

718

158

Soccer

416

0.013

549

133

Athletics

182

0.005%

211

29

Croquet

90

0.003%

127

37
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3.3 ACTIVE RECREATION
PARTICIPATION
With specific participation rates for informal recreation activities such as
windsurfing, surfing, fishing and mountain biking unavailable, predicting
the need for future active recreation participation across Bass Coast is
difficult.
Information provided during stakeholder consultation findings and local
participation data provides the following demand indicators for active
recreation.
•

‘Lifestyle’ and ‘extreme’ sports and activities are growing in
popularity including surfing, stand up paddle boarding, triathlon
windsurfing, mountain biking, skating and BMX.

•

Passive recreation pursuits including walking, jogging, bike
riding and recreational swimming are the most highly participated
in activities across the Shire (across both sport and active recreation
activities).

•

Fishing is popular with local clubs recording a combined
average membership increase of 87% (219 to 410) over the past
three years.

•

Skate and BMX activity is increasing with the 4shore Sk8 Park
Club reporting 1500 members/users of local skate and BMX facilities
during 2014/15.

•

The Inverloch Windsurfing Club’s membership has increased by
22% (185-225) between 2012 and 2015.

•

Woolamai Beach Surf Life Saving Club’s membership has
increased by 25% (800 to 1,000) over the past three years, while
the Inverloch Surf Life Saving Club’s membership has
decreased by 23 (194 to 171).

•

Participation in yachting has increased by 10% over the past
three years with a total 1,468 members between the Cowes,
Newhaven, Rhyll and South Gippsland Yacht Clubs.

•

The introduction of the Inverloch Park Run has been well received
with almost 900 participants taking part in 2015 and the
establishment of a second event on Churchill Island.

The following page provides a table highlighting individual Bass Coast active
recreation club membership data from 2012-2015. The table includes data
for those clubs who completed the survey with further analysis provided in
Appendix #3 of this report.
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Active Recreation Club Membership by Activity (2012-2015)
Active Recreation

Bicycle / Motorbike
/ Triathlon

Club

M’ship +/- 2012-2015

Club forecast +/- M’ship to 2020

Bass Coast Barracudas Triathlon

17% increase (600>700)

Increasing by up to 10%

Dandenong Motorcycle Club

29% decrease (510<360)

Increasing by up to 10%

Phillip Island Bicycle User Group

14% increase (44>50)

Increasing by up to 20% or more

Bass Valley Pony Club

Remained constant (26-26)

Remaining the same

Remained constant

Remaining the same

Remained constant

Equestrian
Woolamai & District Racing Clubs

Remained constant
visits per meet)

(2,500

30% increase (69-90)

Remaining the same

Rhyll Phillip Island Angling Club

88% increase (150>320)

Remaining the same

Phillip Island Girls Guides

271% increase (7>26)

Increasing by up to 10%

Wonthaggi Girl Guides

67% increase (12>20)

Increasing by up to 10%

Kilcunda Carpet Bowling

10% decrease (20<18)

Remaining the same

Newhaven Indoor Bowling

13% decrease (31<27)

Remaining the same

Wonthaggi Aquatic and Leisure Centre

14% decrease (1400<1200)

Remaining the same

Wonthaggi Skateboarders

Remained constant (10-10)

Remaining the same

4Shore Sk8 Park Club

1500% increase (0>1500)

Increasing by up to 20% or more

Inverloch Windsurfing Club

22% increase (185>225)

Increasing by up to 10%

Inverloch Surf Life Saving Club

12% decrease (194<171)

Increasing by up to 10%

Phillip Island Boardriding Club

21% decrease (120<95)

Increasing by up to 20%

Swell Mamma’s

24% decrease (51<39)

Remaining the same

Woolamai Beach Surf Life Saving Club

25% increase (800>1,000)

Increasing by up to 20% or more

Wonthaggi Bush and Beach Walking Club

21% increase (34>41)

Remaining the same

Cowes Yacht Club

40% increase (200>280)

Increasing by up to 10%

Newhaven Yacht Squadron

5% increase (1,010>1,056)

Increasing by up to 10%

Rhyll Yacht Club

12% decrease (59<52)

Remaining the same

South Gippsland Yacht Club

33% increase (60>80)

Increasing by up to 10%

Kilcunda Tai Chi

57% increase (4>11)

Remaining the same

Bass Coast Paintball

Remained constant (20-20)

Increasing by up to 10%

Remained constant

Inverloch Park Run

889% increase (0>889)

Increasing by up to 20% or more

889% increase (+889)

Dalyston Dance

75% increase (40>70)

Increasing by up to 10%

75% increase (+30)

Wonthaggi and District Agricultural Society

Remained constant (5,000)

Increasing by up to 10%

Remained constant

Wonthaggi Dog Obedience Club

40% increase 150>210

Increasing by up to 20%

40% increase (+60)

87% increase (+191)

Guides

142% increase (+27)

Indoor Bowls

Walking Groups &
Trails

Increase
12% decrease (-6)

Skate/BMX

Surf/Beach

4% decrease (-44)

Andersons Inlet Angling Club
Fishing

Leisure Centre

Overall Trend 2012-2015

Decrease
14% decrease (-200)
Constant
1500% increase (+1500)

Yachting

13% increase (+180)

Remained constant

10% increase (+139)

Membership
data in the
adjacent table
has been
provided by
clubs during a
project survey
distributed by
Council. Those
clubs with no
membership
information listed
did not provide a
response to the
survey.

57% increase (+7)

Other
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SECTION 4
STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION
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4.1 CONSULTATION METHODS
The following consultation activities have been undertaken to inform
the development of the Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation
Needs Assessment.


Distribution of the Bass Coast Shire Sport and Active
Recreation Project Newsletter #1 and website content to all
project stakeholders.



Online Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation Club Survey
(69 completed surveys received).



Online Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation Community
Survey (56 completed surveys received) .



Sporting Club and Community Workshop.



Three onsite community consultation at Grantville, Inverloch
and Churchill Island Farmers’ Markets.



Meetings with Bass Coast Shire Council Project Manager.



One workshop with Bass Coast Shire Project Working Group



Individual meetings with key Bass Coast Shire Council
Department Officers.



Telephone/face to face interviews with 10 Reserve
Committees of Management.



Telephone interviews/email correspondence with 12 local
Primary and Secondary Schools.



Meeting with YMCA Management (Bass Coast Aquatic and
Leisure Centre and Phillip Island Leisure Centre).



Telephone interviews/email correspondence with key peak
sporting body and government departments including Sport
and Recreation Victoria, Gippsport, AFL Gippsland and the
Phillip Island Basketball Association.



Onsite discussion with sporting club representatives during
facility audits.
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4.2 KEY CONSULTATION
FINDINGS
The following is a summary of the Shire wide findings
identified through consultation with a range of stakeholder
groups. Detailed stakeholder consultation findings are located
in Appendices #1- #9.
Sport
•

The Shire has experienced an increase in junior participation in
most structured sports, such as soccer and football. Junior
participation rates in winter are higher than summer sports.
This is likely due to children opting to participate in beach
related recreation as opposed to organised sport during
summer.

•

Participation in soccer, basketball and netball is on the rise
but may become stagnant due to the capacity of existing
facilities.

•

Participation in lawn bowls and tennis has stabilised with
some clubs experiencing a slight decrease in participation and
membership while croquet membership levels have risen.

•

Participation in activities by older adults increases during
summer (e.g. social tennis) with the more favourable weather
conditions.

•

All sports are facing the challenge of addressing drop out rates
of participants in the teenage to early 20 years age bracket.

•

Gymnastics is a popular activity and is growing on Phillip
Island, but a lack of coaches is an issue.

•

•

Active Recreation
•

The Bass Coast community is embracing more flexible sport and
recreation participation opportunities. Activities such as Park Run,
cycling loops and walking along the shared trail network are popular
activities.

•

‘Lifestyle’ and ‘extreme’ sports and activities are popular, including
surfing, stand up paddle boarding, windsurfing, mountain biking, triathlons,
skating and BMX.

•

Easy and safe access to beaches and basic infrastructure to support
water sports (e.g. storage, toilet amenities) is in high demand. This
presents opportunities for multi-use arrangements with existing clubs
and emerging water sports providers (e.g. windsurfing club and angling
club).

•

Given the age profile of Shire residents, and the growing tourism market,
the demand for activities which are less structured and more social
will remain high.

•

Bass Coast has a large 'holiday' population at peak times throughout
the year, all of whom have expectations around access to sport and active
recreation opportunities.

•

There is a need for additional strategic planning for the future provision of
shared pathways (walking, cycling/bike riding) and skate/BMX.

•

Designated programs for specific groups and demographics (e.g.
Swell mamas) are being well supported by local communities.

Facilities
•

The condition of existing facilities and supporting infrastructure (in
particular change rooms, umpire rooms and sports field floodlighting) are
substandard and are hindering club growth.

•

The majority of local sport and active recreation clubs believe
their membership will increase by up to 10% by 2020 and that
their facilities ‘have a good balance of use’ (e.g. are not being
overused or at capacity).

Increased demand for female and family friendly facilities (e.g. change
rooms and amenities) driven by a recent increase in female participation
rates, in particular AFL youth girls and soccer.

•

The majority of clubs (with the exception of basketball, netball,
soccer and swimming) believe they have an adequate number
of playing fields/venues.

An indoor aquatic facility on Phillip Island is in high demand and there
is strong support from the local community for the Bass Coast Aquatic
and Leisure Centre redevelopment.

•

Sports field floodlighting was identified by local clubs as a priority to
build the capacity of existing facilities.
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PHILLIP ISLAND PROJECT
PLANNING AREA
Below is a summary of Phillip Island project planning area key
findings identified through consultation with a range of
stakeholder groups.

•

Informal recreation activities including walking, bike riding/cycling, swimming, dog walking, fishing and bird watching were the most reported
recreation activities during consultation at the Churchill Island Farmers’ Market.

•

An indoor aquatics facility with a hydrotherapy / warm water pool on Phillip Island is in high demand from the local swimming club and the older
adults.

•

A multi-court indoor highball stadium is in high demand by the Phillip Island and District Basketball Association.

•

Golf and tennis were the highest participation sports, supporting the findings that these ‘social sports’ (along with lawn bowls) are more prevalent in
the Phillip Island project planning area which has a more elderly demographic (retirees).

•

A upgraded skate park on Phillip Island or in San Remo, and increasing the number and condition of shared pathways, were well supported,
as did increased provision for dog off-leash areas.

•

The current skate and BMX facility at Cowes Recreation Reserve requires redevelopment and relocation to a more visible and user friendly
location.

•

The Phillip Island Soccer Club is growing and despite the recent improvements to Newhaven Recreation Reserve, may require additional fields,
improved player change rooms and sports field floodlighting to accommodate future growth.

•

The Phillip Island Football Netball Club’s number one priority is improvements to their pavilion and player change rooms and amenities.

•

Neither the Phillip Island nor San Remo Bowls Clubs have experienced significant membership growth, indicating the number of lawn bowls
greens is adequate in the short to medium term. Should future demand increase the San Remo Bowls Club has been identified in the 2011 Phillip
Island Spot and Active Recreation Assessment as a site for future expansion.

•

The Rhyll Phillip Island Angling Club’s membership has increased significantly over the past three years (150-320), placing pressure on the
capacity of their clubhouse facilities.

•

The Phillip Island Croquet Club is seeking a third lawn following steady membership growth over the past three years.

•

Water sports, in particular surfing and yachting, are increasing in popularity with local clubs seeking additional supporting infrastructure (e.g.
storage, toilets and change amenities).
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NORTH MAINLAND PROJECT
PLANNING AREA
Below is a summary of North Mainland project planning
area key findings identified through consultation with a
range of stakeholder groups.

•

Informal recreation pursuits including fishing, skating / BMX, bike riding and walking the dog were the most popular recreation activities reported at
the Grantville Farmers’ Market. Access to a new and/or improved indoor aquatics facility (for recreational swimming, aquatic education and
hydrotherapy sessions) along with greater provision for basketball were considered the highest priorities by market attendees.

•

The Grantville Tennis Club is seeking resurfacing works to their two tennis courts and the Bass Valley Pony Club improvements to their arena
surface and clubrooms.

•

There is interest in mountain biking at the back of Grantville in the Gurdies by a mountain biking group based in Wonthaggi.

•

The Dalyston Football Netball Club is seeking improvements to clubroom and change facilities and the Kilcunda Bass Football Netball Club sports
field floodlighting.

•

Demand for commercial horse training is growing and becoming an issue along the beach fronts (conflict between public and horse riders), in
particular between Coronet Bay and Corinella. Conflict between recreational horse riders and walkers/runners is also an issue.

•

The Glen Alvie Recreation Reserve Committee of Management (COM) reported an ageing population, with a sedentary and not overly healthy
lifestyle. They believe there needs to be greater promotion of passive recreation opportunities within the township to encourage the older
generations to be more active. The COM believe there is opportunity for more use of the community building for indoor recreation (carpet bowls),
however there needs to be some buy in and interest from the locals.

•

The Kernot Hall and Reserve COM has received expressions of interest by the local community to use the hall for line dancing, group fitness
classes and playgroup. The COM are willing to hire the facility out to user groups, however believe there is nobody prepared to run the programs
and don’t feel they have the capacity to do so with their ageing committee.

•

The Glen Forbes Recreation Reserve receives minimal usage as the Glen Forbes community is very small. The COM view increased usage of
the site as key to its future sustainability. The COM has recently formed a mixed over 35’s social basketball competition where local community
members play against in each other in friendly, social matches once a week. This has been arranged via a deal with Bass Valley Primary School.

•

The Coronet Bay Reserves COM believe the oval space adjacent to the BMX facility (Fred Gration Reserve) could be more heavily utilised for
organised sport (junior matches or training) and/or active recreation. The COM are in frequent contact with the local community and believe
facility enhancements of most interest to surrounding residents would be a permanent skate ramp, some outdoor fitness/exercise stations, dog
exercise stations and potentially a tennis court.
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SOUTH MAINLAND
PROJECT PLANNING AREA
Below is a high level summary of South Mainland
project planning area key consultation findings
identified through consultation with a range of
stakeholder groups.

•

The proposed Bass Coast Aquatic and Leisure Centre Redevelopment Plan has strong support from the local community, particularly the
swimming and indoor sporting club user groups (basketball and netball mainly). The impacts the proposed redevelopment will have on the
Wonthaggi Croquet Club and Wonthaggi and District Tennis Club require clarification in the short to mid term, with both clubs uncertain of their
future facility location, hence impacting on facility planning and development. A Reserve Master Plan that considers the relationship between
existing tenants and buildings and subsequent multi-use opportunities to enhance the site’s capacity and efficiency was considered a priority of
tenant clubs consulted during the needs assessment.

•

Both Inverloch and Wonthaggi Soccer Clubs are experiencing healthy growth, however require additional supporting infrastructure to
accommodate future expansion (e.g. sports field floodlighting, change rooms, storage).

•

Water sports along the Inverloch beachfront are increasing in popularity however a lack of facility provision (mainly storage and shelter) is
causing issues for user groups.

•

Improving the condition of existing and number of shared pathways for bike riding, running and walking along with an indoor heated pool
received the most support from the local community during the Inverloch Farmers’ Market.

•

Opportunities exist for increased utilisation of primary and secondary school facilities however there is a reluctance (from schools) to hire out
facilities due to a concern of injury and/or insurance claims form local clubs or the public. Indoor stadiums present the best opportunity for greater
usage however most are non compliant for competitions (dimensions do not meet preferred standards), meaning midweek training is the only
programming option.

•

As was the trend across the Shire, a demand for improved and/or more skate and BMX facilities was supported throughout project consultation.

•

With the youngest age profile of the three project planning areas (and forecast growth in 5-14 year olds), greater engagement and opportunities
for the youth of Wonthaggi and Inverloch received strong support and was viewed as being crucial to maintaining a balanced demographic
spread across the Shire.

•

There is a need to develop the greenfield site adjacent the Wonthaggi Education Precinct to cater for forecast population growth and demand
for purpose built sporting facilities.
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SECTION 5
APPENDICES
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APPENDIX #1
SPORT AND ACTIVE RECREATION
COMMUNITY SURVEY ANALYSIS
An online Sport and Active Recreation Community Survey was made
available to all Bass Coast Shire Residents between the 22nd May and
29th June 2015.
•

The survey was hosted on Council’s website, promoted via local
media and also during onsite Farmers’ Market consultation activities
where hard copies of the survey were distributed to interested
locals.

•

A total number of 56 completed surveys were received.

The following pages provide a detailed analysis of community survey
findings, with key themes used to assist with identification of future
sport and active recreation needs across Bass Coast.
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SECTION 1 – DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE

•

The age cohort of 36 years plus provided the largest
response rate to the survey (66%), with 12 responses
from local residents aged under 18 years ensuring a good
balance of youth representation versus the older adult
profile.

•

A 60% female and 40% male gender split may slightly
influence survey findings however should still provide a
good representation of the Bass Coast Shire’s community
preferences.

Community Survey Respondent Age Profile

21.4%
Under 18 years
18-35 years
36 years plus

12.5%
66.1%

There were 56 responses to this question

Community Survey Respondent Gender Profile

39.3%
Male

Female

60.7%

There were 56 responses to this question
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•

The South Mainland Planning area provided the
highest level of survey response through residents
from Wonthaggi (21), and Inverloch (8) who
comprised over 50% of survey submissions.

•

Survey responses were received from residents
across 13 local Bass Coast townships, with only one
non-local resident response. This wide spread of
survey responses, albeit in some cases only one
response from some small townships, will provide a
good breadth of feedback across the Shire and each
of the three project planning areas.

Community Survey Respondent Residence Profile

1

1

1

1

1
1 1

1

Wonthaggi
Inverloch
Cowes

2
21

Kilcunda
Cape Woolamai

4

Cape Paterson
Coronet Bay
Glen Alvie

6

Grantville
Kernot
6

Ryanston
8

Silverleaves
Ventnor
Outside the Shire

There were 56 responses to this question
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SECTION 2 – SPORT AND ACTIVE RECREATION PARTICIPATION
•

94% of survey respondents reported they were currently
participating in sport and/or active recreation within Bass
Coast. This is a positive statistic for Bass Coast.

•

Of the three respondents who indicated they were not
currently participating in sport and/or active recreation within
Bass Coast, one person said they planned to in the future
and two ‘maybe’. When asked what type of sport and/or
active recreation activity would generate their interest,
responses included:

Current Participation in Sport and/or Active Recreation

6%

Yes

94%

- Yoga
- Somewhere indoors to play table tennis,
badminton or volleyball. Somewhere to have fun
- Various after business hours sessions
- The option to just go whenever i feel like it
•

Approximately half of survey respondents participate in both
sport and active recreation activities, while only 16%
participate in just structured sport. This is again a positive
statistic for Council that demonstrates a healthy balance
between typical structured sporting competition and informal
recreation pursuits. It also highlights a potential correlation
between the two forms of activity and hence Council’s need
to ensure both sport and active recreation groups are
supported equally.

No

There were 53 responses to this question

Sport, Active Recreation or Both?

16%
48%

36%

Both

Active Recreation

Sport

There were 50 responses to this question
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•

3-5 days a week was the most common participation
frequency across survey respondents, followed by
more than 5 days a week. While from a health and
wellbeing perspective this is a positive finding, it also
indicates sport and active recreation facilities and
open spaces across the Shire are attracting high
levels of use, hence requiring high levels of
maintenance, renewal and upgrade.
Again, participation in both formal and informal
activities rated highly with formal (part of a
club/competition) receiving a lower response rate.
This is a common theme across the Shire and society
in general as community preference shifts more to
unstructured and individual sport and active
recreation participation. It must also be noted that the
majority of survey respondents fell within the age
cohort of 36 plus, an age group less inclined to be
involved with organised or formal activities, but also
an age cohort with high representation across the
Bass Coast Shire.

Sport/Active Recreation Frequency
20
18
16
14
Number

•

12
10
8
6
4
2
0
1-2 days

3-5 days
More than 5
Frequency

Infrequently

There were 50 responses to this question

Formal or Informal Activities
25

Axis Title

20
15
10
5
0
Formal

Informal
Axis Title

Both

There were 50 responses to this question
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Sport / Active Recreation Activities

As has been the trend across all project consultation
and demand analysis, walking continues to be the
most popular recreation activity across Bass Coast.
While this project is not directly addressing walking
paths and trails, it is important to recognise the
importance of providing shared pathways that are
safe and accessible for the local community.

•

Swimming (mainly indoor), basketball, netball and
windsurfing round out the top five most participated
in sport and active recreation activities by survey
respondents. Participation in both swimming and
highball sports (basketball and netball) is high
across the Shire and as has been identified
throughout demand assessment and consultation as
a gap in Council’s current and future sport and active
recreation provision.

•

Water sports including windsurfing and surfing/body
boarding and to a lesser extent kayaking and fishing,
were also sports survey respondents were
participating in. This highlights the need for Council
and its partners to ensure easy and safe access to
beaches is available, and that basic infrastructure to
support these forms of active recreation is
considered in future capital improvements (e.g.
storage, toilet amenities etc).

•

A healthy number of participants involved in female
AFL competition is also of note, and should be
considered with regard to ensuring adequate change
and amenity facilities for this sporting activity.

Sport / Active Recreation Activity

•

Walking
Swimming
Basketball
Windsurfing
Netball
Surfing/Body Boarding
AFL (female)
AFL (male)
Bike Riding
Dog walking
Running/jogging
Cycling
Fishing
Gym/Fitness Classes
Kayak
Human powered Grand Prix
Underwater Hockey
Skateboarding
Dance
Soccer
Yoga
Diving
Tennis
Lawn Bowls
Martial Arts
Hore riding
Hiking
Golf
Going to the beach
Dog walking
Cricket
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There were 45 responses to this question
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The below table and information on the following five pages provides a summary of community survey respondent’s feedback on:
• the types of sport and/or active recreation pursuits they are involved with (listed by type of sport/active recreation activity)
• the location/s of their sport and/or active recreation pursuit
• identification of any current barriers to participation in these activities and their views as to whether or not they believe facility
provision is adequate and
• suggested facility/open space improvements.
Sport/Recreation
Activity

Location

AFL (female)

Dalyston

Travel as there are no other local teams.
Change rooms and showers are in poor
condition with no privacy.

No

Change rooms/showers that are suitable for females

AFL (female)
AFL (female)
AFL (female)
AFL (female)
AFL (male)
AFL (male)

Dalyston
Dalyston
Dalyston
Dalyston
Bass
Dalyston

Lots of travel. (e.g. Latrobe Valley)
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
Travel

Yes
No
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

N/A
New footy club rooms
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Basketball

Nth school gym

Barriers to participation

My son travels to Koorumburra to play
basketball as Wonthaggi doesn't have the
facilities

Adequate facility
provision?

No

Suggested improvements

A basketball stadium with at least two courts. We could then hold
tournaments like many other county towns hold bringing in
money to the town

Basketball

San Remo

N/A

Yes

Basketball

Wonthaggi North Primary
School

N/A

N/A

No

A basketball stadium

Basketball

Wonthaggi

Stadium far too small

No

Three court stadium with multiple courts to play different types of
sport indoors

Basketball

Wonthaggi North Primary
School

Appropriate facilities

No

A proper basketball stadium

Basketball
Basketball

YMCA
Wonthaggi

Travel time and time of sports
N/A

No
No

Proper basketball facility
Bigger stadium

Basketball

Wonthaggi

Lack of facilities for all the teams needing a
place to play

No

A bigger and better basketball stadium

Basketball

Wonthaggi

Poor and dangerous facilities. No proper
basketball stadium in Wonthaggi. The courts
used are at a school and because of design I
collided with wooden benches too close to
edge of court and broke my nose.

No

Bass Coast has no proper Basketball stadium/Indoor recreation
complex in all of shire. It needs one today. Not 5 or 7 years time,
but today.

Basketball

Wonthaggi North Primary
School

Adequate facilities

No

Improvements in the stadiums available in the Wonthaggi area
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Sport/Recreation
Activity

Location

Beach

Cape Paterson

Bike riding

Barriers to participation

Adequate facility
provision?

Suggested improvements

Time and winter months

Yes

Best beaches to visit. Not sure of improvements. Maybe more
accessible parking in peak periods.

Roads in North Wonthaggi

Time

Yes

N/A

Bike riding

Rail Trail

N/A

Yes

The big gate near South of Lower Powlett Road was open all the
time rather than the small gate open.

Bike riding

Rail Trail (Punch bowl to
Wonthaggi and Anderson to
Glen Forbes

N/A

Yes

More trails

Bike riding

Phillip Island

N/A

No

More off road bike paths

Bike riding

Inverloch and surrounds

Bad weather

No

Safety issues to be addressed, very dangerous, narrow and busy
Surf Parade is a nightmare, particularly in summer and recent
traffic calming interventions will only increase the danger, need a
dedicated shared pathway to at least the surf beach.

Need walking paths to the main beach

No

Paths along the Surf Parade to main beach are a must.

N/A

Yes

N/A

Body
boarding
Body
boarding

Inverloch
Surf beach

Cricket

Inverloch

Work

Yes

N/A

Cycling

Ventnor

Time

No

Shared Path network

Cycling

Phillip Island

N/A

No

N/A

Cycling

Wonthaggi area

Time

Yes

Safer roads. Rail trails are good.

Cycling

Wonthaggi & Cape Paterson
& surrounds

The condition of the Bass Coast shire roads
need to be improved to allow me to do more
cycling.

No

Please improve condition of Bass Coast Shire controlled roads

Dancing

Bass

N/A

Yes

N/A

Dog walking

Across the Shire

Dog off-leash restrictions

No

Paths all the way along surf parade to the main beach as that
road is very dangerous for walkers

Dog walking

Wonthaggi

N/A

No

Footpaths that don't have massive bumps that you can trip over

Dog walking

Local roads and beach

N/A

Yes

N/A
Make all beaches dog accessible

Dog walking

Beach

Time limits for access to the beach

No

Fishing/Scuba
Diving

Anderson Inlet

N/A

Yes

N/A

Fishing

Anderson Inlet

N/A

No

N/A

Fishing

Anderson Inlet/Tarwin River

Placement of the Inverloch boat ramp,
unusable in certain conditions

No

Improved boat ramp facility
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Sport/Recreation
Activity

Location

Golf

Leongatha Golf Club

N/A

No

It would be great if some sort of partnership could be formed
between South Gippsland & Bass Coast Shire recognising the
significant contribution that this club makes to both Shires.

Grand Prix
(Human
powered)

Wonthaggi Recreation
Reserve

Cost

Yes

N/A

No

Mirrors to assess technique. Should be addressed when Bass
Coast facility is upgraded

No

New stadium complex to be funded

Time and weather

Yes

N/A

Barriers to participation

Limited number of classes meaning that if I am
required to work after hours or attend
meetings that not able to participate but
accept that in a small rural area cannot run too
many classes.
Crowded in peak times, not enough swim
lanes, very small stadium for basketball,
badminton and classes which is not addressed
in the new proposal

Adequate facility
provision?

Suggested improvements

Gym / Group
fitness class

YMCA Wonthaggi

Gym / pool /
exercise

YMCA Wonthaggi

Hiking

Philip Island and Bass Coast
waking trails

Hockey
(underwater)

YMCA Wonthaggi

Cost

No

Improved change facilities at the YMCA

Horse Riding

Phillip Island

N/A

Yes

N/A

Kayaking

Silverleaves Foreshore

N/A

Yes

Beach entrance could be improved

Kayaking

Cape Paterson

Easy and safe access to the local beaches

No

Please improve access to Second Surf beach, similar to what
has/is being done at First Surf beach. With the opening of the new
estate at "The Cape" there will be increased use of the beach, and
with the erosion that has occurred recently, some improvement is
necessary.

Lawn Bowls

Corinella

Distance to travel

No

N/A

Martial arts

Wonthaggi

N/A

Yes

N/A

Netball

Wonthaggi

Time

No

Improved court surface

Netball

Wonthaggi

N/A

No

A larger gym

Netball

Dalyston

N/A

Yes

N/A

Netball

Dalyston

N/A

No

The courts could use some work, the lines in the second court are
almost invisible.

Netball

Dalyston

N/A

No

Courts resurfaced

Netball

Dalyston

N/A

Yes

N/A

Netball

Wonthaggi Power

N/A

Yes

N/A

Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation Needs Assessment – Research, Consultation and Key Findings Report - April 2016

66

Sport/Recreation
Activity

Location

Barriers to participation

Adequate facility
provision?

Suggested improvements
The foreshore track extension is an essential piece of
infrastructure for the community. I would love to see this project
expedited. I don’t think that the environmental impact would be
detrimental by removing a few extra trees to accommodate the
path whilst also allowing the same number of car parks that we
can currently fit there informally.
N/A
N/A
Provide a skateboard ramp and area

Lack of connections with the path. Safety
issues from surf beach to where the path
starts at Abbott St

No

N/A
Time and motivation
N/A

Yes
Yes
No

Inverloch

N/A

No

It would be great if Inverloch lifesaving clubhouse was a shared
facility so the group I am involved in (Swell Mamma's) could
access the lifesaving clubhouse for our activities

Surfing

Inverloch

N/A

Yes

Easier access to the surf beach at Inverloch, current access is via
a sand track through the bushes at Ozone Street.

Surfing

Phillip Island

Access to surf locations blocked by private or
corporate land ownership

No

Provision of access corridors to coastal locations

Surfing

Phillip Island

Time

No

Better planning with respect for the landscape re: accessibility and
parking

Surfing

Phillip Island

N/A

Yes

N/A

Soccer

Inverloch

Better facilities

No

Lights for training

Swimming

Wonthaggi heated pool

Lap lanes very crowded at peak times

No

More lap lanes available. Should be addressed by the planned
upgrade to the Bass Coast YMCA facility

Swimming

YMCA Wonthaggi

Pool facilities are old and requires upgrading

No

Improve our pool

Swimming

YMCA Wonthaggi

N/A

Yes

N/A

Swimming

YMCA Wonthaggi

Travel time, cost and old pool

No

A new pool on the Island for residents to swim in

Swimming

YMCA Wonthaggi

Travel time and cost

No

Bigger pool with more lanes

Swimming

Beach

Weather

Yes

Aquatic Centre could be better

Swimming
Tennis

Wonthaggi YMCA
San Remo

Adequate facilities
N/A

No
No

A pool that is more suited to the needs of the town
Resurfacing of the courts and a club room

Running

Foreshore track/path

Running
Running
Skateboard

Cape Woolamai
Home
Kilcunda

Surfing
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Sport/Recreation
Activity

Adequate facility
provision?

Suggested improvements

The walking paths along the Cape Paterson
foreshore need to have more regular
maintenance to make them safer to use, in
particular the sections from Channel beach to
the boat ramp, and Wheelers Rd to east end
of Undertow Bay.

No

The walking paths along the Cape Paterson foreshore need to
have more regular maintenance to make them safer to use, in
particular the sections from Channel beach to the boat ramp, and
Wheelers Rd to east end of Undertow Bay. Additionally, would you
please consider installing drinking water fountain/ dog water bowl
stations at the following locations(there are water taps already
there) 1- Allan Birt Park, near toilets, 2 - First Surf beach carpark
at swimmers shower, 3 - Park Parade reserve, near shelter. And
lastly, please provide "doggy poo bag" dispensers at Bay Beach
and First Surf carparks to encourage people to clean up after their
dog.

No walking tracks

No

More tracks near roads

Location

Barriers to participation

Walking

Cape Paterson

Walking

Kernot

Walking

Inverloch beaches

N/A

No

Enabling me to be accompanied by my dog, on a leash, at all
times

Walking

Local roads/trails

N/A

Yes

N/A

Walking

Various locations

N/A

Yes

Improved signage to walking areas

Walking

Beach and walking paths

N/A

Yes

N/A

Walking

Kilcunda

N/A

Yes

N/A

Walking

Phillip Island

N/A

Yes

N/A

Walking

Phillip Island

N/A

Yes

N/A

Walking

Phillip Island

Time

No

Shared path network

Walking

Local roads and beach

Bad weather/time

Yes

N/A

Walking

Paths

Time

No

More connected walking paths

Walking

Grantville, Pioneer Bay, the
Gurdies

N/A

No

N/A

Walking

Inverloch

N/A

Yes

N/A
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Sport/Recreation
Activity

Location

Windsurfing

Inverloch

Facilities, Toilets, Showers, parking ,storage

Windsurfing

Inverloch

N/A

No

Toilets near the Inverloch Angling Club and somewhere to store
club equipment securely

Windsurfing

Inlet

Time

No

Toilets at the inlet near Cuttriss St

Windsurfing

Inverloch

Travel

No

Provision of warm showers and a club house

Windsurfing

Inverloch

N/A

No

Provision of beach amenities, a facility for the windsurfing club,
completion of the foreshore path to the surf beach

Windsurfing

Inverloch

No club or storage facilities means that only
people with a car can do this sport

No

Storage for water sport

Windsurfing

Anderson inlet

Lack of facilities

No

Facilities so the windsurfing club can increase community
participation

Adequate car parking, particularly along the
surf beach. There is quite a large amount of
associated equipment that is required, so the
only option is to drive to the beach - even
though i live quite close (within a few hundred
meters)

No

There is no facility at all provided for the windsurfing club. We
would love to be involved in a legitimate conversation with the
angling club, and would love to arrange a formal co-tenancy
agreement. We have no interest in the income from the rental of
the facility, but would like to be able to access it and provide a
space for our members during club activities. We are happy to
contribute to the cost of up-keep & maintenance. Making the
facility - Multi-use, would also enable us to collectively apply for
grants for facility upgrades into the future.

Access to toilets

No

Permanent toilets

travel time

No

It needs to be available at the Wonthaggi Leisure Centre

Windsurfing

Inverloch, Anderson Inlet & off
the Surf Beach

Windsurfing

Outside the angling club

Yoga

Woolamai

Barriers to participation

Adequate facility
provision?

Suggested improvements

Facilities, Toilets, Showers, parking and storage
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SECTION 3 – FUTURE PRIORITIES
•

The adjacent graph shows responses to whether there were any
alternate sport or active recreation activities survey respondents
would like to become involved with but felt there were barriers to
access the activity or facilities were inadequate. A new or
improved indoor swimming pool, volleyball and indoor soccer
received the three highest responses.

Desired Sport/Active Recreation Activities
3.5
3

When asked ‘If existing sport and active recreation facilities
were improved or new facilities developed in Bass Coast, would
you be prepared to pay for these improvements?’ 22
respondents replied ‘maybe’ (47.8%), 18 yes (39.1%) and 6 ‘No’
(13%).

Number

2.5

•

2
1.5
1
0.5
0

Financial Support for New or Improved Sport/Active
Recreation Infrastucture

39.1%

47.8%

Yes

Sport/Active Recreation Activity

No

There were 13 responses to this question

Maybe

13.0%
There were 46 responses to this question
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Community Survey respondents were asked to rank in
order (from 1 to 3, with 1 being most important) what
they believed should be Council’s top three priorities
and key focus areas in terms of future sport and active
recreation provision.

Council Sport and/or Active Recreation Priorities
Improved aquatics facility provision
Multi-court and multi-purpose stadium
Shared pathways and trails

The table on the following page provides detailed
responses, however for the purposes of summarising
and identifying the key priority areas a weighting
system was applied (priority 1 = 5 points, priority 2 = 3
points, priority 1 = 1 point) and some responses
categorised under headings.

1. Improved aquatics facility provision
2. Multi-court and multi-purpose stadium (indoor)
3. Shared pathways and trails
The adjacent graph also highlights the recognition and
awareness from the local community that providing
new, bigger and better facilities is not the only answer,
and that focussing of improving supporting facility
amenities (e.g. change rooms, shower and toilet
amenities) and building the capacity of existing facilities
to accommodate greater and more enjoyable sport and
active recreation opportunities is just as important.

Beach access and supporting amenities
Women's sport

Sport/Active Recreation Priority

The adjacent graph identifies quite clearly, three areas
that survey respondents feel should be priority focus
areas for Council in the short term future. They include:

Supporting facility amenities

Skate/BMX facilities
General facility upgrade and renewal
Car parking
Cheerleading
Netball courts
Provision for young people
Hockey
Sports facility surfaces
Outdoor fitness stations
Tennis courts
Indoor gym/recreation centre
Facility accessibility
Dog off-leash walking
Provision for the elderly
Public open space
Facilities for Little Athletics
Camping provision
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Number
There were 41 responses to this question
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Priority #1
Swimming pool
Young people
Safer biking/walking facilities
Bike Riding Paths

Priority #2

Amenities
Toilets/ changing areas
walking paths

Older people
Review of the dogs on beaches policy
Better beach access
Hockey
Facilitating the construction of the Smiths Beach surf
lifesaving structure
Bike tracks along the coastline, similar to the Gold
Coast
Parking
Organising or sponsoring youth development for
windsurfing
toilets
Two court stadium

Three court stadium
Basketball
Finish the walking track along the beach road

Give Wonthaggi coasters basketball a home
Improved pool
New pool

Basketball stadium
Basketball stadium
Basketball
Facilities
Provision of beach access and amenities

Basketball
Access to facilities
Facilities for the windsurfing clubs
Stadium funding
Coastal pathways
Facilities for windsurfing, surfing & SUP (emerging
water sports)
Indoor recreation centre
Swimming Pool
Tennis courts returned to the public at Kilcunda
Cycling walking - shared path network
Upgrade the wider YMCA complex in Wonthaggi
Gym equipment in public parks
Larger variety of sports
Making sure all courts and grounds are up to scratch
New change rooms at the Dalyston Recreation reserve
Provide more facilities on Phillip Island

Pool
A pool for Phillip Island
Swimming pool

Windsurfing/water sport club rooms
Facilities and amenities along Inverloch foreshore
Inverloch Foreshore path connections
Basketball Stadium, 2 courts
Basketball Stadium
Bigger sporting complexes throughout
Skate park in Kilcunda
Land and skateboard park in Kilcunda
Aquatic centre on Phillip Island
Upgrade the heated pool
Bigger swimming pool
Safer roads for road cycling
Youth friendly walk/run/bike tracks
Footpaths
Netball courts
More female only spots teams
Proper car parks
Larger multi court gym.
Cheerleading
New basketball stadium
Female football
Re-developing the Bass Coast aquatic centre
Upgrade current pool complex

Priority #3
Mitigation of the erosion - Andersons Inlet and Inverloch surf
beach
A hockey pitch & club
Public spaces
Low cost or free short term camping areas e.g. 1-2 nights
Bins
Better facilities as a whole
Providing a safe area for our children to play basketball
Walking tracks
Basketball!!
Awareness
Town Wi-Fi and app development to extend visitor
experience
Athletics track/ Little Athletics
Maintain the walking tracks & facilities
Botanical Park on Phillip Island with complementary
recreational variety
Bike paths
Better walking tracks
A multi-court indoor stadium that all clubs can use
Improve maintenance of existing facilities
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS
The following comments were also received by community survey respondents.
We desperately need a swimming pool on Phillip Island. Wonthaggi is too inaccessible for us. If we had a pool here we could use it a couple of times a week. With the
pool in Wonthaggi we don't use it at all
In general I think we have very good recreation facilities in Bass Coast, although we do need a bigger and better pool and gymnasium at the leisure centre in
Wonthaggi. I wish you would do a survey for the provision of an arts centre for Wonthaggi and a dedicated cinema.
With regard to the previous question... We already pay through rates
this council has a great opportunity to be a leader of beach councils in Victoria and Australia however the generally the councils appear to not understand the brief nor
have a more global understanding of how they can lead the way..
Thanks for the opportunity to complete a survey
A stadium for basketball and other activities should be the biggest priority at present. It should be build sooner, NOT 2 years away. It also should have more than 1
court. This facility could provide a massive influx of tourists attending for tournaments all year round and also be used for many other indoor activities. It is more of a
priority than building a bigger pool first.
Bass coast is a potential Mecca for windsurfing. Investment into this sport and required facilities would attract international attention
It is my understanding that State & Local governments are reluctant to fund projects that can be classified as single purpose.
I would strongly support the shire look to form strategic partnerships with sports with similar facility requirements in order to provide significant community benefit.
Further, partnering with our Neighbouring Shire on broader sport & recreation projects, in my opinion would be looked upon very favourably by funding providers like
Sport & Recreation Victoria, and Regional Development Victoria.
A Basketball stadium is needed now. Current generation of children are being disadvantaged because they live in Bass Coast. Adult competitions are failing due to poor
facilities and anyone, particularly kids, who want to play in a proper comp or at representative level are forced to travel to either Leongatha or Korumburra where the
South Gippsland shire provide 2 high standard venues.
In Kilcunda we have no kids sporting area on the town side of the highway.
Bass Coast need to provide an area for skateboard and BMX bikes at Kilcunda as there is no recreation area provided at all far local use
There is a real need for space & facilities for young people in Kilcunda as none exists. Kids are skateboarding in the car parks next to the road which is clearly unsafe.
Think better planning
Very important for the health and wellbeing of the community that this is a priority area for council
Sport and recreation opportunities are a very important part of the Bass Coast life style and should be supported as much as possible
The Bass Coast offers great beaches, a great rail trail to cycle on & great walking options. It is an awesome place to live & obviously to visit by the amount of people
visiting the area frequently.
Please build the new facilities at the Bass Coast Aquatic centre. The plans look fantastic and the place is currently in a disgusting state.
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APPENDIX #2
SPORT AND ACTIVE RECREATION CLUB
SURVEY ANALYSIS
An online Sport and Active Recreation Club Survey was made
available to all Bass Coast sport/active recreation clubs (with known
linkages to Council) between the 11th May and 15th June 2015.
•

The survey was hosted on Council’s website, promoted via local
media, sent directly to Council’s sport and active recreation club
email database and also promoted during onsite Farmers’ Market
consultation activities where hard copies of the survey were
distributed to interested locals.

•

A total number of 69 club surveys were received, however some
were duplicated or incomplete hence only 50 have been analysed.

The following pages provide a detailed analysis of club survey findings,
with key themes used to assist with identification of future sport and
active recreation needs across Bass Coast.
Note: The Sport and Active Recreation Club Online Survey was
reopened by Council between August 10 and 24 with 15 additional
responses received. Information from additional responses have been
incorporated into relevant tables and charts where possible.

74

SECTION 1 – MEMBERSHIP

•

•

•

Approximately 60% of clubs/associations who responded to the
survey forecast their membership base will increase over the next
five years, with 38.6% forecasting a future growth of up to 10% and
22.5% believing their membership levels may increase by up to 20%
or in some cases even higher.

5.3%

22.8%

33.3% forecast their membership will remain the same and only
5.3% envisage a decline of up to 10% over the next five years.
Pleasingly, no club is anticipating a decline in membership of over
10% between now and 2020.
The highest average membership category across club survey
respondents was male veterans/masters with an average of 61,
followed by junior male (38) and seniors male (26). The high
veterans/masters membership average is consistent with the ageing
local demographic but is also somewhat skewed as a result of
several large clubs (e.g. yachting or lawn bowls) with a large older
adult demographic, and also predominantly male.
The lower level of female membership
rates identifies a potential key focus
area for Council over the next
years.

Note: A detailed membership
analysis spreadsheet begins on
page 103 in Appendix 3.

38.6%

33.3%

Increasing by up to 10%
Remaining the same
Increasing by up to 20% (or more)
Decreasing by up to 10%
Decreasing by up to 20% (or more)
There were 50 responses to this question

Club Membership Profile (2014/15 Season Average)
1-5
Average Number of Members

•

Five Year Forecast Membership Projections

70.00
60.00
50.00
40.00
30.00
20.00
10.00
.00
Junior female Junior male Senior female Senior male
(under 18)
(under 18)
(18 - 35)
(18-35)

Membership Category

Veteran /
Veteran /
Masters Masters male
(35+)
female (35+)

Social
member
female

Social
member male

There were 34 responses to this question 75

•

•

For those clubs forecasting increased
membership growth at their clubs over the next
five years, the adjacent graph highlights which
membership categories they feel will increase the
most, with 1 being the most growth and 5 being
the least. Similar to current membership bases,
clubs anticipate largest future growth in the junior
male and veterans category (both male and
female). Despite varying levels of forecast growth
across each membership category, the adjacent
graph indicates future demand for passive
recreation services, activities and informal leisure
opportunities for older adults as well as sport and
active recreation facilities that accommodate the
younger generation and introductory sporting
programs.
A positive sign for Council and the Bass Coast
community in general is that clubs feel their
membership numbers will increase due to internal
club strategies and initiatives aimed at increasing
participation. Interestingly, the least likely reason
clubs feel their membership will increase is
because they think their facilities are great. This
suggests club feel their facilities may in fact be a
hindrance toward attracting prospective club
members.

Forecast Future Club Membership Category

Social
Veterans / Masters (35+)
Senior female (18-35)
Senior male (18-35)
Junior female (under 18)
Junior male (under 18)
0.00

0.50

1.00

1.50

2.00

2.50

3.00

3.50

4.00

4.50

5.00

There were 34 responses to this question

Reasons for Increased Club Membership
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Our club is
popular

Our facilities
are great

We have
strategies in
place aimed at
increasing our
participation
numbers

Our sport or
activity is
growing

Changing local
demographic

There were 34 responses to this question
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Reasons for Potential Membership Decrease
•

•

Only six clubs forecast their membership base
to decrease by up to 10% over the next five
years with the most common reasons being
less than appropriate access to facilities,
people trying other sports and/or lifestyle
options and the ageing local Bass Coast
demographic.
When asked ‘What do you believe is the
single most important thing required to
increase participation at your club?’ new and
improved facilities rated highly as did ‘we
need better promotion of our sport’ This
presents two key challenges and future
directions for Council. One being the need to
upgrade or support clubs to upgrade their
facilities, and the other helping with the
facilitation of club promotion in conjunction
with peak sporting bodies and local
associations. This response also indicates
that there is capacity within clubs to
accommodate greater participation via
promotion of their services and that the
answer to increasing membership and
participation is not always facility related.

80.0%
70.0%
60.0%
50.0%
40.0%
30.0%
20.0%
10.0%
0.0%
We are not
getting
appropriate
access to
facilities

We have
Ageing
The quality of Travel time There is a The cost to
People are
limited
participate is
lack of
and
trying other demographic our existing
access to
too high
facilities is transportation volunteers to
sports and /
coaching or
support our
are key
poor
or lifestyle
instruction
sport or
barriers
options
activity

There were 6 responses to this question
3.6% 3.6%

12.5%

Contributing Factors to
Increasing Club Membership
28.6%

23.2%
28.6%

We need to upgrade or redevelop existing facilities
We need better promotion of our sport
We need new facilities
We need more volunteers
We need to better connect our sport through the school network
Our sport needs cost subsidies to make it more affordable

There were 50 responses to this question

We need more funding from external organisations
We need to cater for people who can't commit to participate on a weekly basis
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SECTION 2 – FACILITIES
Sports Club Facility and Amenity Ratings

30
25
20
Not relevant
15
Strongly disagree

10

Disagree

5

Neither agree or disagree
We don't have access to
facilities

The best way to grow our club
is if we had better facilities

The fees our club pays to use
these facilities are reasonable

We have outgrown our facilities
and need access to more

Our facilities are appropriate for
our needs

Our facilities are well looked
after

0

Agree
Strongly agree

There were 50 responses to this question

•

The above graph shows contrasting views from different clubs, offering different facilities and different programs and services. A common theme
across all clubs however appears to be that clubs feel their facilities are well looked after and the fees charged to participate in local sport are
reasonably priced.

•

Responses to whether clubs feel their facilities are appropriate for their needs and if they believe they have outgrown them is polarised, however all
clubs feel ‘better facilities’ would lead to increased membership. This suggests that even the clubs who feel they have an adequate number of
fields, courts, greens etc believe their facility requires upgrade and renewal. This is most likely through improvements to change rooms, amenities
and social spaces.
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Sports Club Building Infrastructure Ratings
50
45
40
35
30
25

N/A

20
15

Does not meet our club needs or sports requirements

10
5
Toilets

Time keepers box

Storage shed(s)

Social amenities

Showers

Player change rooms

Pavilion

Umpire change facilities

Kitchen/Canteen

First aid room

Community meeting space

Office

Bar

0

Meets our sport requirements but not our club needs

Meets our club needs and sports requirements

Exceeds our club needs and sports requirements

There were 50 responses to this question

•

The above graph shows the main building related infrastructure issues lie with player and umpire change rooms and showers, the provision of
adequate first aid facilities and storage.

•

Community meeting spaces, bar facilities, canteen/kitchen, social amenities and toilets are generally viewed by all clubs as meeting their club
needs and sport requirements.
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Sports Club Site Amenities and On-Field Element Ratings
60

50

40

30

N/A

20

Does not meet our Club needs or sport
requirements

10

Meets our sport requirements but not
our Club needs
Other

Access pathways

Training areas

Spectator stands

Skate/BMX parks

Lawn Bowls/Croquet greens

Netball/Tennis courts

Grassed playing fields

Floodlighting

Scoreboard

Coaches boxes/Player dug
outs/Viewing shelters

Car park

0
Meets our Club needs and sport
requirements
Exceeds our Club needs and sports
requirements

There were 50 responses to this question

•

The above graph shows the main site amenities and on-field elements requiring priority improvement include floodlighting, court surfaces,
spectator shelter and training areas.

•

Car parking, grassed playing fields, lawn bowls and croquet greens and access pathways were considered overall by clubs to be areas of onfield or site amenities that were in best condition and provision was adequate for.
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Facility Challenges and Demands
40

35

30

25

20

15

10

5

0
Maintaining
facilities and
amenities to an
appropriate
standard

Providing the
Funding facility
and playing field required level of
improvements (eg player amenities
surface upgrades,
lighting)

Having enough
Having facilities
playing
provided in
fields/courts/rinks
functional and
to meet demand(s)
accessible
locations

Other (please
specify)

Providing the
required level of
spectator
amenities

Maintaining safe
playing fields and
training facilities

Adequately
Providing the
required level of catering for match
day car parking
officials facilities
and amenities

There were 50 responses to this question

•

Ongoing day to day maintenance of facilities and ensuring they meet appropriate levels for play along with financing facility improvements are
viewed by local clubs as the biggest challenges they face in meeting the facility demands and expectations of their individual sport/active
recreation activity. It will be important to establish clear future maintenance responsibilities between Council, clubs and Committees of
Management to ensure all facility components are being managed and maintained accordingly, and not being neglected. The condition and
provision for player amenities is also a challenge identified by clubs not only via this survey but throughout all consultation activities.
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Clubs were asked to rank in order from 1 (highest priority) to 9 (lowest priority) club facility developments
priorities with the following ratings information provided.

1. Playing surface
2. Supporting infrastructure
3. Change rooms
4. Practice/Training Facilities
5. Toilets
6. Indoor social amenities
7. Outdoor social/shaded area
8. Floodlighting
9. Off street car parking

1. Playing surface

3. Change rooms

2. Support infrastructure
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Weekly Average Playing Field or Green Usage
(training and matches)

•

The majority of playing field or green usage is between 1-20
hours per week
3.7%

•

The majority of court usage is between 1-25 hours per week

•

Only 11% of clubs felt their green, court or playing field was
overused, with 38.9% of the view their facility has a good balance
of weekly usage and 18.5% believing their facility could cater for
increased programming.

Facility Usage and Capacity

3.7%

3.7% 3.7%

5.6%
42.6%

7.4%
7.4%
9.3%

13.0%

Not relevant to our club

1-5 hours

16-20 hours

6-10 hours

21-25 hours

More than 40 hours

11-15 hours

26-30 hours

31-35 hours

36-40 hours
There were 50 responses to this question
11.1%

Weekly Average Court Usage (training and matches) Per
38.9%

18.5%

3.7%
3.7%
5.6%

1.9%

7.4%
31.5%

11.1%

53.7%

13.0%
Our playing field, court, green etc has a good balance of use
Not relevant to our club
Our playing field, court, green etc is underutilised
Our playing field, court, green etc is overused
There were 50 responses to this question

Not relevant to our club
21-25 hours
More than 40 hours
26-30 hours
6-10 hours
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16-20 hours
11-15 hours
36-40 hours
31-35 hours
There were 50 responses to this question 83

SECTION 3 – FUTURE PLANNING AND CLUB DEVELOPMENT
Club Support

45
40
35
30
25
20
15
10
5
0

Not relevant
State Government
Local Council

Marketing and promotion locally

Coach development and education

Volunteer development

Support with program development
and delivery

Guidance and assistance with IT
and website development

Guidance and assistance with club
governance and management

Guidance and assistance to secure
funding to grow our sport

Guidance and assistance with
business and strategic planning

Peak Sporting Body
Local League / Association

There were 50 responses to this question

When asked what type of support clubs would like to see from State and Local Government and peak sporting bodies and associations, the top
three supporting functions clubs deemed they required the greatest level of Local Council assistance with were:
1. Marketing and promotion locally
2. Guidance and assistance to secure funding to grow their sport
3. Volunteer development
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Supporting Future Sport and Active Recreation in Bass Coast
90.0%
80.0%
70.0%
60.0%
50.0%
40.0%
30.0%
20.0%
10.0%
0.0%
Better
quality
facilities

Greater
More
Better range
More
promotion support from of facilities volunteers
Council and
local
leagues /
associations

More
facilities

More social /
introductory /
flexible
activities

Bigger
facilities

More
Better
competition managed
opportunities
clubs
/ range of
activities

Better
coaching

Less
facilities

There were 50 responses to this question

As evidenced by the above graph, the three most important elements to supporting sport and active recreation provision across the Shire are:
1. Better quality facilities
2. Greater promotion
3. More support from Council and local leagues/associations
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The following pages provide a detailed summary of individual club needs (those who completed the survey) and priority facility
improvements. Club responses have been grouped by project planning areas (Phillip Island, North Mainland and South Mainland) and
by sport/active recreation type (e.g. specialist sports surface).

Phillip Island Planning Area
Sport/Active
Specific Activity
Recreation Type

Specialist Sports
Surface

Club /
Association

Lawn Bowls

San Remo Bowls
Club

Lawn Bowls

Phillip Island
Bowling Club Inc

Croquet

Phillip Island
Croquet Club

Outgrown facilities?

Facility related priorities

Club sustainability related
priorities

Facility usage
(hours per
week)

Facility usage
perception

Neither agree nor disagree

1. Playing surface
2. Supporting infrastructure
3. Outdoor social/shade area

1. More involvement from the
local area
2. Sustainability of ongoing
funding
3. Greater support from Bowls
Vic

More than 40
hours

Good balance of
use

Disagree

1. Outdoor social / shade area
2. Toilets
3. Supporting infrastructure

1. Increase membership
numbers
2. Complete facility upgrades
3. Recruit more volunteers from
within our membership

36-40 hours

Good balance of
use

1.
2.
3.
4.

1. Club house extension to
accommodate all members
2. Development of a third lawn
3. Marketing

16-20 hours

Good balance of
use

Strongly agree

Playing surface
Indoor social amenities
Supporting infrastructure
Clubhouse extension

Disagree

1. Outdoor social / shade area

1. Advertising of facility for casual
use
2.
Undercover area attached to
clubroom
3. More volunteers on the
committee

Westernport
Tennis Club

Agree

1. Playing surface
2. Supporting infrastructure
3. Outdoor social / shade area

1. Resurface courts
2. Storage facility
3. Clubrooms

36-40 hours

Good balance of
use

Phillip island
Tennis Club

Disagree

1. Indoor social amenities
2. Supporting infrastructure
3. Toilets

1. Build on juniors
2. Build on social days and
competitions
3. Modernising clubhouse

21-25 hours

Underutilised

Tennis

Rhyll Tennis Club

Tennis

Tennis
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Sport/Active
Recreation
Type

Specific
Activity

Club / Association

Outgrown
facilities?

Aquatics

Swimming

Phillip Island Swimming
Club

Agree

Unst’
Recreation

Outdoor
Sports
Grounds

Indoor Sports

Facility related priorities
1. Change rooms

Facility usage
(hours per week)

Facility usage
perception

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

1. Expand the clubroom size to allow greater
participation

N/A

N/A

1. Member engagement
2. Succession planning
3. Facilities and equipment

N/A

N/A

31-35 hours
(sports fields)
21-25 hours
(netball courts)

Underutilised

Club sustainability related priorities
1. An aquatics facility on Phillip Island
1. Attracting new members
2. Retaining members
3. Catering for varying age group
1. Improved cycling infrastructure
2. Improved promotion
3. More advertising
1. Better IT skills to enhance communication with
members.
2. Outdoor recreation area for youth at the clubhouse
3. More social events for youth members.

Walking

Wonthaggi Bush and
Beach Walking Club

Not relevant

Cycling

Phillip Island Bicycle
User Group

Not relevant

Surfing

Phillip Island
Boardriders Club

Disagree

Fishing

Rhyll Phillip Island
Angling Club Inc

Agree

Life Saving

Woolamai Beach Surf
Life Saving Club

Strongly
agree

AFL &
Netball

Phillip Island Football
Netball Club

Agree

1. Change rooms
2. Supporting infrastructure
3. Indoor social amenities

1. Developing and maintaining facilities
2. Engagement with the community
3.Strong and viable competition

Cricket

Phillip Island District
Cricket Club

Neither
agree or
disagree

1. Change rooms
2. Toilets
3. Practice/training facilities

Soccer

Phillip Island Soccer
Club

Agree

Basketball

Phillip Island and
District Basketball
Association

Strongly
agree

1.
2.
3.
4.

1. Providing a turf wicket
2. Improving training facilities
3. Shared cricket and football club usage
1. Floodlighting to ensure player safety at training
2. More female facilities for expected growth and
support to increase female participation
3. Regular upgrading of playing surface and facilities to
allow our facilities to support the expected growth in our
club.
1. Require a two court stadium
2. Office facilities
3. Changing rooms and showers
4. The San Remo Recreation Centre has a good,
useable basketball court. However it is difficult to run
competitions with only one court. Two courts would be
ideal and would allow our club to grow at a rate to meet
community demand and would place less stress on
volunteers as matches could be played concurrently.

Yachting

Cowes Yacht Club

Strongly
agree

1. Replacing launching ramp due to
erosion and storm damage
2. Supporting infrastructure
3. Indoor social amenities
4. Change rooms

1. Grow membership
2. Replace or refurbish launching ramp
3. Qualified Sailing Coaches

N/A

N/A

Yachting

Newhaven Yacht
Squadron Inc

Agree

1. Supporting Infrastructure
2. Change rooms
3. Toilets

1. Broadening our interest base e.g. via our Sailability
Program
2. Attracting juniors and their parents
3. Extending our safe harbour/marina

N/A

N/A

Yachting

Rhyll Yacht Club

Disagree

1.
2.
3.
4.

1. Increased membership
2. Increased participation
3. Better access to the water

N/A

N/A

Lifestyle
Sports

N/A
1. Infrastructure for cycling
2. Supporting infrastructure
1. Outdoor social / shade area
2. Supporting infrastructure
3. Off street car parking
1.
2.
3.
1.
2.
3.

Indoor social amenities
Outdoor social/shade
Toilets
Supporting infrastructure
Practice/training facilities
Change rooms

1. Floodlighting
2. Playing surface
3. Change rooms

Require a two court stadium
Playing surface
Change rooms
Toilets

Indoor social amenities
Supporting infrastructure
Change rooms
Access to water (low tide)
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16-20 hours

11-15 hours

Good balance of
use

Good balance of
use

21-25 hours
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North Mainland Planning Area
Sport/Active
Recreation Type

Specialist Sports
Surface

Unst’ Recreation

Outdoor Sports
Grounds

Indoor Sports

Specific
Activity

Club /
Association

Outgrown
facilities?

Golf

Lang Lang Golf
Club

Agree

1. Playing surface
2. Practice / training facilities
3. Indoor social amenities

Tennis

Grantville Tennis
Club

Strongly
agree

1. Playing surface
2. Practice / training facilities
3. Floodlighting

Lawn Bowls

Corinella Bowling
Club

Neither
agree nor
disagree

1.
2.
3.
4.

Dance

Dalyston Dance

Disagree

Horse riding

Bass Valley Pony
Club

Horse Racing

Facility related priorities

Club sustainability related priorities
1. Financial management
2. Membership numbers
3. Public usage/awareness
1. New courts
2. Grantville Tennis Club will not exist if our
courts are not upgraded. They are unsafe and
unplayable. Apart from the Rifle Range we are
the only sporting facility for Grantville and Tennis
Club in our area (Grantville, Pioneer Bay,
Coronet Bay, Corinella etc).

Facility usage
Facility usage
(hours per
perception
week)
More than 40
hours

Underutilised

11-15 hours

Overused

1. Disable toilet
2. Upgrade to kitchen
3. Ongoing support from governing body

16-20 hours

Good balance
of use

1. Playing surface
2. Toilets

1. Club promotion and exposure
2. Facility maintenance and development
3. Pool of volunteers

N/A

N/A

Agree

1. Playing surface
2. Practice / training facilities
3. Indoor social amenities

1. Get our arenas surfaces completed, usable &
safe for riders & horses
2. A club room that is weather and vermin proof
3. When we complete the 1st priority we can
grow our membership

1-5 hours

Underutilised

Woolamai and
Districts Racing
Clubs

Agree

1. Toilets
2. Outdoor social/shade area
3. Supporting infrastructure

1. Volunteers
2. Providing good facilities
3. Event promotion

NA

NA

AFL & Netball

Dalyston Football
Netball Club

Agree

1. Change rooms
2. Playing surface
3. Practice / training facilities

1. New change room facilities
2. Extensive drainage for playing surface
3. Assistance from Council to maintain playing
and training facilities

AFL & Netball

Kilcunda Bass
Football Netball
Club

Neither
agree nor
disagree

1. Floodlighting
2. Outdoor social/shade area
3. Off street car parking
4. Irrigation, netball court and solar power
system

1. More volunteers
2. Increasing on-field participation
3. Club management

Cricket

Glen Alvie District
Cricket Club

Disagree

1. Supporting infrastructure
2. Playing surface
3. Change rooms

1. Increased new participants at a senior level
2. Maintaining our facilities with volunteer labour
3. Equalisation measures across the rich and
poor cricket clubs

11-15 hours

Good balance
of use

Basketball

Bass Valley
Basketball Group

Disagree

1. Playing surface
2. Change rooms
3. Practice/training facilities

1. More volunteers
2. Funding to make sport cheaper for participants
3. Better facilities

1-5 hours

Underutilised

Playing surface
Toilets
Outdoor social / shade area
Kitchen requires upgrading
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21-25 hours
(sports field)
21-25 (netball
courts)
16-20 hours
(sports field)
11-15 hours
(netball
courts)

Overused

Good balance
of use
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South Mainland Planning Area
Sport/Active
Specific Activity
Recreation Type

Club /
Association

Outgrown
facilities?

Athletics

South Coast
Athletics

Neither agree nor
disagree

Athletics

Wonthaggi Little
Athletics Club

Facility related priorities

Club sustainability related priorities

Facility usage
Facility usage
(hours per
perception
week)

1. Playing surface
2. Practice / training facilities
3. Toilets

1. Getting an athletics track
2. Getting club rooms
3. Not sharing existing rec reserve with so
many sports

6-10 hours

Overused

Disagree

1.
2.
3.
4.

Toilets
Playing surface
Supporting infrastructure
Oval drainage

1. Drainage for ground
2. More storage
3. Toilets/change rooms

6-10 hours

Underutilised

Tennis

Wonthaggi and
District Tennis
Club Inc

Neither agree nor
disagree

1.
2.
3.
4.

Floodlighting
Playing surface
Indoor social amenities
Storage shed

1. Council tracking resource use and
activities to reduce overlap of activities and
maximise facility use.
2. Good, safe courts
3. Bright, new lighting
4. Club rooms near courts

16-20 hours

Good balance of
use

Tennis

Inverloch Tennis
Club

Strongly agree

1. Playing surface
2. Change rooms
3. Toilets

1. Upgrading of courts
2. Increasing numbers of juniors and family
memberships
3. Upgrade of facilities

21-25 hours

N/A

1.
2.
3.
4.

1. Promotion
2. Encouragement in schools
3. Advertising
4. Field hockey is in a bind in South
Gippsland. It's the only part of Victoria
without a registered hockey competition. It
might take off if there were a good full field
synthetic grass hockey facility, but there
are too few players locally to be able to
make a strong case for building a facility.

1-5 hours

Underutilised

Specialist Sports
Surface
Hockey

Wonthaggi
Hockey Club

Croquet

Wonthaggi
Croquet Club

Strongly agree

Lawn Bowls

Inverloch Bowling
Club Inc

Strongly disagree

Lawn Bowls

Wonthaggi Bowls
Club

Disagree

Golf

Wonthaggi Golf
Club

Disagree

Agree

Playing surface
Off street car parking
Floodlighting
Scoreboard

1. Playing surface
2. Supporting infrastructure
3. Toilets
4. More Croquet Greens and a Larger
club house and extra toilet

1. Where are we expected to move to?
2. Will we be expected to finance the
relocation?
3. How long before there is a resolution?

26-30 hours

Good balance of
use

1. Off street car parking
2. Practice / training facilities
3. Indoor social amenities

1. Membership growth
2. Good bowling surfaces
3. Volunteers to run the various activities
the club offers

21-25 hours

Underutilised

1. Maintenance of existing facilities
2. Much improved parking
3. Increased membership

31-35

Good balance of
use

1. Irrigation upgrade
2. Warm season grass conversion
3. More members

More than 40
hours

Underutilised

1.
2.
3.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Off-street car parking
Playing surface
Supporting infrastructure
Supporting infrastructure
Playing surface
Practice/training facilities
Irrigation upgrade
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Sport/Active
Specific Activity
Recreation Type

Skateboarding

Unstructured
Recreation

Club /
Association

Outgrown
facilities?

Wonthaggi
Skateboarders Inc

Agree

1. Playing surface and new half pipe
2. Floodlighting
3. Toilets

1. More Skate parks across the shire
2. Better skate parks
3. More competitions

Agree

1. We have a desperate need for
upgrades/replacements to almost
every facility in the shire! More
importantly, we require a large
regional facility which suits all abilities
and capable of holding international
events. It is key that such a facility is
positioned in a highly visible area, on
or near Phillip Island.
2. Outdoor social / shaded area
3. Floodlighting

1. New facility that is:
* Accessible
* Visible
* Close to shops/amenities
* Well designed to suit all abilities!
* Built by PROFESSIONALS. (refer to Convic)
2. San Remo/Newhaven needs "a" facility

1. Playing surface
2. Practice / training facilities
3. Outdoor social / shade area
4. Require additional soil to upgrade
our track.

1. Utilise the facility more often
2. Engage local members to assist with
managing the facility
3. Run large national level race meetings

1. Playing surface
2. Outdoor social / shade area
3. Supporting infrastructure

1. Have the highest standard of exhibition
possible re our Agricultural Show Status
2. Remain solvent and strong financially
3. Highest level of OHS that we can possibly
achieve re risk management

1. Playing surface
2. Change rooms
3. Practice / training facilities

Skateboarding

4Shore Sk8 Park
Club

Motorcycling

Dandenong
Motorcycle Club

Disagree

Agricultural

Wonthaggi and
District AP & H
Society Inc

Neither agree
nor disagree

Paintball

Bass Coast
Paintball

Not relevant

Tai Chi

Kilcunda Tai Chi

Disagree

Guides

Wonthaggi Girl
Guides

Disagree

Facility related priorities

Club sustainability related priorities

Facility usage
Facility usage
(hours per
perception
week)
N/A

Good balance of
use

More than 40
hours

N/A

6-10 hours

Underutilised

N/A

N/A

1. Member recruitment
2. Advertise the club

1-5 hours

Underutilised

Not relevant

1. Help with promotion

1-5 hours

Underutilised

1. Toilets
2. Indoor social amenities
3. Supporting infrastructure

1. More volunteers
2. Funding to support families with limited
income
3. Support Wonthaggi RSL to maintain their
building to ensure continued use for the
Guides.

N/A

N/A
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Sport/Active
Recreation Type

Specific
Activity

Club /
Association

Outgrown
facilities?

Indoor carpet
bowling

Kilcunda Carpet
Bowling

Disagree

Surfing

Swell Mamas

Agree

Windsurfing

Inverloch
Windsurfing
Club

Life Saving

Inverloch Surf
Life Saving Club

Disagree

Fishing

Andersons Inlet
Angling Club
Inverloch Inc

Strongly disagree

Unstructured
Recreation

Not relevant

Facility related priorities

Club sustainability related priorities

Facility usage
(hours per
week)

Facility usage
perception

Not relevant

1. Help promoting it to our local residents

1-5 hours

Underutilised

1. Supporting infrastructure
2. Indoor social amenities
3. Practice / training facilities
4. Access to the Surf Life Saving facility
at Inverloch as we were initially
nominated as a user group when they
applied for the funding to build the
facility but have not been able to utilise
on our Friday sessions.

1. Access to facilities for members
2. Funding for equipment upgrades
3. Skills development
4. Seeking a facility so members can
socialise, store equipment for easy access to
the beach and somewhere to have a hot
shower and toilets and a cuppa. Somewhere
our children can have shelter when the
weather is ambiguous when we look after
each others children while we take it in turn
to surf.

1-5 hours

N/A

1. Supporting infrastructure
2. Indoor social amenities
3. Toilets

1. Continued promotion of Inverloch as a
windsurfing mecca
2. Development of facilities to support our
members
3. Connection to the Inlet, it's surrounds and
our community

N/A

N/A

1. Supporting infrastructure
2. Outdoor social / shade area
3. Off street car parking

1. Volunteer numbers
2. Funding to maintain facilities and
equipment
3. Council support to provide an essential
service

N/A

N/A

1. Floodlighting
2. Off street car parking
3. Toilets

1. Active membership
2. Active volunteers
3. More junior members

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

1-5 hours

N/A

Triathlon

Bass Coast
Barracudas
Triathlon

Neither agree nor
disagree

1. Toilets
2. Outdoor social / shade area

1. Easing the requirements for sanctioning
and permits for races
2. Attracting more members to ease
workload and attract junior members
3. Having enough volunteers or assistance
with professional organisations to help run
events

Park Run

Inverloch Park
Run

Not relevant

1. Outdoor social/shade area
2. Off street car parking
3. Toilets

1. Volunteers
2. Funding for equipment improvement
3. Volunteer development
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Sport/Active
Recreation
Type

Specific
Activity

Club /
Association

Outgrown
facilities?

Facility related priorities

Club sustainability related priorities

Facility usage
Facility usage
(hours per
perception
week)

AFL & Netball

Wonthaggi
Football
Netball Club

Agree
(Netball)

1. Indoor social amenities
2. Playing surfaces (netball)
3. Change room facilities

1. Assistance at local shire / Association level
2. Upgraded facilities
3. Participation

21-25
(sports field)
21-25
(netball courts)

Good balance
of use

AFL & Netball

Inverloch
Kongwak
Football
Netball

Strongly
agree

1.
2.
3.
4.

1. Total facility upgrade
2. Responsible management
3. Quality coaches

21-25 hours
(sports field)
16-20 hours
(netball courts)

Overused

Netball

Wonthaggi
and District
Netball
Association

Strongly
agree

1. Playing surface
2. Change rooms
3. Practice/training facilities

1.
2.
3.
4.

26-30 hours

Good Balance
of use

1. Floodlighting
2. Playing surface
3. Change rooms

1. Increase member base in all age/playing groups including
appropriate promotion of club
2. Finalise permanent club grounds with appropriate facilities
3. Increase & retain volunteers in the club. Developing strategies to
'spread the load' of club jobs & responsibilities
4. Finalise the Master Plan for the Wonthaggi Recreational Reserve
so all clubs can develop. Our soccer club needs to be secure in a
permanent home ground.

11-15 hours

Good balance
of use

1. Floodlighting
2. Playing surface
3. Change rooms
4. Storage Shed and in-reserve
car parking and female only
changing facilities.

1. Floodlighting
2. Adequate clubrooms/change rooms
3. Adequate playing and training fields
4. Support from council for major external state government funding
for facilities upgrades (floodlighting etc).
Investment and lobbying from council to establish a regional soccer
facility in Bass Coast (Wonthaggi). Finals and major tournaments
could then be held in the area and attract visitors boosting the local
economy.

26-30 hours

Good balance
of use

1. Playing surface
2. Indoor social amenities
3. Practice / training facilities

1.
2.
3.
4.

21-25 hours

Good balance
of use

1. Change rooms
2. Playing surface
3. Outdoor social / shade area

1. Subsidies to make cost of playing affordable
2. Maintain facilities
3. More Volunteers

16-20

Good balance
of use

Soccer

Wonthaggi
United Soccer
Club

Strongly
agree

Indoor social amenities
Toilets
Change rooms
Umpire change facilities

Upgrade playing surface
Complete facility upgrade
Access for male usage in toilet/change room area
Clubrooms and canteen

Outdoor Sports
Grounds

Soccer

Inverloch
Stars Soccer
Club

Neither
agree nor
disagree

Cricket

Inverloch
Cricket Club

Strongly
agree

Cricket

Wonthaggi
Workmen's
Cricket Club

Neither
agree nor
disagree

More facilities
Promotion
Coaching
Regional cricket carnival week here in South Gippsland
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Sport/Active
Recreation
Type

Club /
Association

Outgrown
facilities?

Facility related priorities

Table Tennis

Wonthaggi Table
Tennis
Association

Strongly
disagree

1. Practice / training facilities
2. Supporting infrastructure
3. Indoor social amenities
* Club is undergoing a facility upgrade in 2015

1. To have the extension / upgrade completed

26-30 hours

Good balance
of use

1. Practice/training facilities
2. Playing surface
3. Change rooms

1. Equipment
2. Coaching
3. Social media

16-20 hours

N/A

Agree

1. Supporting infrastructure
2. Playing surface
3. Practice / training facilities
4. we need a court that is complaint with
Basketball Australian standards

1. Better use of the facilities we have now, like
combining to a Multi court Stadium.
2. We need a venue with 2 courts to play 2
games at a time due to people being
wonderfully active in our community to cater
around everyone’s activities.
3. To be able to run over 2 nights a week as
more people are playing sports these day.
4. To make it more attractive to young ones
and older people but at present we cannot fit
games in for a Veteran age group due to lack of
facilities.

More than 40
hours

Overused

1. A good pool
2. A pool that is 1.8m deep
3. Clear water and slippery tiles
4. A deep pool (25 x 15m). A perfect depth of
2m with slippery tiles and clear water. We need
to be able to have the use of the pool at a
reasonable time slot for our young players(6-9
years old)

1-5 hours

Overused

Martial Arts

Sang Rok Judo
Jiu Jitsu Club

Not relevant

Indoor Sports

Basketball

Wonthaggi
Basketball
Association

Club sustainability related priorities

Underwater
Hockey

Wonthaggi
Underwater
Hockey Inc

Strongly agree

1. Require a deep pool with slippery tiles.
Water depth of 1.8m plus
2. Playing surface
3. Practice / training facilities
4. Toilets

Swimming

South Gippsland
Bass Swimming
Club

Strongly agree

1. 10 lane pool with swim club rooms next to
pool
2. Adequate spectator area and area for
indoor marshalling,

1. club rooms next to pool space
2. 10 lane competition pool
3. Spectator space for regional competition

16-20 hours

Overused

Yachting

South Gippsland
Yacht Club Inc

Neither agree
nor disagree

1.Toilets
2. Outdoor social/shaded area
3 Change rooms
4. Timing and Safety Tower on foreshore

1. We need to better connect our sport through
the school network
2. Increased membership
3. Better facilities
4. Improved storage facilities

6-10 hours

N/A

Aquatics

Lifestyle Sports

Facility usage
Facility usage
(hours per
perception
week)

Specific
Activity
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APPENDIX #3
Bass Coast Shire Sport and Active
Recreation Club Membership Analysis
The tables provided on the following pages provide a detailed analysis of
Bass Coast Shire Sport and Active Recreation club/association
membership trends from 2012 to 2015. The tables provide accurate data
from clubs/associations who responded to the Online Sport and Active
Recreation Club Survey and provided membership breakdown
information. ‘N/A’ indicates the club/association did not respond to the
online survey, hence no membership information was able to be
included.
Responses to the below questions enabled input of the data in the
following tables.

1. To the best of your knowledge, please provide your club's total
number of active registered players or formal participants for the
following years (2012/13, 2013/14, 2014/15)

JF

Junior female

JM

Junior male

SF

Senior female

SM

Senior male

VMF

Veteran/Masters female

VMM

Veteran/Masters male

SF

Social female

SM

Social male

2. If known, please provide the club's total number of current active
registered players or formal participants by category (e.g. junior
female).
3. To the best of your knowledge, how do you predict your club's total
registered players or formal participant numbers to change in the
next five years to 2020?
4. Why do you believe your club will experience this increase/decrease
in participation?
The adjacent legend has been provided to assist with reviewing 2014/15
club membership information by category.
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Bass Coast Shire Sport and Active Recreation Club Membership
2014/15 Membership Breakdown
Sport/Active
Recreation
Type

AFL/Netball

Club/Recreation
Group/Organisation

Dalyston Football Netball Club

14/15

308

13/14 12/13

265

260

Plus/
Minus

48

%

18%

Club forecast
increase/
decrease

Reasons & areas of
membership increase

JF

JM

SF SM

VMF

VMM

SF

SM

Increasing by up to
20%

Our club is popular
Introduction of youth girls,
Auskick, under 11s netball in
2015 and introduction of a
women’s team in 2017.
Largest growth forecast in junior
male and female members

76

142

28

55

2

5

100

100

30

125

30

50

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

AFL/Netball

Inverloch Kongwak Football
Netball Club

240

230

220

+20

9%

Increasing by up to
10%

Our club is popular
We have strategies in place
aimed at increasing participation.
Greatest increase in junior male
and female members

AFL/Netball

Kilcunda-Bass Football Netball
Club

185

185

185

0

0%

Increasing by up to
10%

Our facilities are great
Changing local demographic

25

90

25

45

0

0

40

70

AFL/Netball

Phillip Island Football Netball
Club Inc

230

200

190

40

Increasing by up to
21%
10%

Our club is popular
We have strategies in place
aimed at increasing participation
Largest growth in social members
followed by junior male & female

36

110

27

44

0

2

0

0

AFL/Netball

Wonthaggi Power Football
Netball Club Inc

210

230

230

-20

-9%

N/A

30

95

30

55

0

0

200

200

Our club is popular
Our facilities are great
We have strategies in place
aimed at increasing participation
Our sport or activity is growing
Changing local demographic

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

We are not getting appropriate
access to facilities
The quality of our existing
facilities is poor
People are trying other sports
and / or lifestyle options

12

10

5

6

3

12

4

2

Our sport is growing

72

63

0

0

0

0

0

0

Animals

Wonthaggi and District AP & H
Society Inc.

5,000

5,000

5,000

0

0%

Remaining the
same

Increasing by up to
10%

Athletics

South Coast Athletics

47

60

59

-12

-20%

Decreasing by up
to 10%

Athletics

Wonthaggi Little Athletics Club

135

115

113

22

19%

Increasing by up to
10%
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2014/15 Membership Breakdown
Plus/
Minus

%

Club forecast
increase/
decrease

Reasons & areas of
membership increase

JF

JM SF SM VMF

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

60

100

-60

-60%

Remaining the
same

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

180

130

100

77%

Increasing by up
to 20% or more

Our club is popular
We have strategies in place
aimed at increasing participation

110

120

Increasing by up
to 20%

Our sport is growing
It is always a sport that people
can play and pick up wherever
they are Forecast growth in
junior male and female
participation

120

17%

Increasing by up
to 10%

Our club is popular
We have strategies in place
aimed at increasing participation
Our sport or activity is growing
Changing local demographic
Largest growth forecast in junior
and senior males

Sport/Active
Recreation Type

Club/Recreation
Group/Organisation

Badminton

Wonthaggi & District Badminton
Association Inc

N/A

N/A

Basketball

Bass Valley Basketball Group

40

Basketball

Phillip Island and District
Basketball Association

230

Basketball

Wonthaggi Basketball Association
Inc

Bicycle/ Motorbike Bass Coast Barracudas Triathlon

Bicycle/ Motorbike

Dandenong Motorcycle club

Bicycle/ Motorbike Phillip Island Bicycle User Group

14/15 13/14 12/13

350

700

400

700

400

600

-50

100

-13%

360

480

510

-150

-29%

Increasing by up
to 10%

50

47

44

6

14%

Increasing by up
to 20% or more

VMM

SF

SM

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

0

0

0

0

0

0

190

0

40

0

0

0

0

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Our club is popular
We have strategies in place
aimed at increasing participation
Our sport or activity is growing
Changing local demographic

10

200

20

150

0

100

0

0

Our sport or activity is growing

0

0

0

0

17

30

3

0
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2014/15 Membership Breakdown
Sport/Active
Recreation
Type

Club/Recreation
Group/Organisation

14/15 13/14 12/13

Plus/
Minus

%

Club forecast
increase/
decrease

Reasons & areas of
membership increase

JF

JM

SF SM

VMF

VMM

SF

SM

Cape Paterson Community
Group carpet bowls

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Indoor Bowling Newhaven Hall

27

31

31

-4

-13%

Remaining the
same

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Kilcunda carpet bowling

18

18

20

-2

-10%

Remaining the
same

N/A

0

0

0

0

12

6

0

0

Glen Alvie District Cricket Club
Inc

70

55

55

15

27%

Remaining the
same

N/A

1

29

0

25

0

15

0

0

Inverloch Cricket Club Inc

120

125

115

5

4%

Remaining the
same

N/A

0

25

0

85

0

15

15

15

Kilcunda Bass Cricket Club Inc

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Leongatha and District Cricket
Association

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Phillip Island District Cricket Club
Inc

140

140

155

-15

-10%

Increasing by up
to 10%

1

35

0

94

0

10

0

0

Wonthaggi Cricket Club
(The Miners)

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Wonthaggi Workmens Cricket
Club

100

90

80

20

25%

Remaining the
same

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Phillip Island Croquet Club Inc

40

35

31

9

29%

Increasing by up
to 10%

Our facilities are great
We have strategies in place aimed
at increasing participation
Our sport/activity is growing

0

0

0

0

25

15

0

0

Wonthaggi Croquet Club

50

39

35

15

43%

Increasing by up
to 20% or more

Our sport/activity is growing
The World Champion is only 22
and Croquet is growing

0

1

0

0

20

27

1

1

Carpet Bowls

Carpet Bowls

Carpet Bowls

Cricket

Cricket

Cricket

Cricket

Cricket

Cricket

Cricket

Our facilities are great
Our sport or activity is growing
Changing local demographic

Croquet

Croquet
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2014/15 Membership Breakdown

%

Club
forecast
increase/
decrease

Reasons & areas of
membership increase

JF

JM SF SM

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

69

21

30%

Remaining the
same

N/A

4

5

170

150

88%

Remaining the
same

N/A

30

Sport/Active
Recreation
Type

Club/Recreation
Group/Organisation

Dog Obedience

Wonthaggi Dog Obedience
Group Inc.

N/A

N/A

N/A

Fishing

Andersons Inlet Angling Club
Inverloch Inc

90

89

Fishing

Rhyll Phillip Island Angling
Club Inc

320

280

Plus/
14/15 13/14 12/13
Minus

Our club is popular
Our facilities are great
We have strategies in place aimed
at increasing participation
Changing local demographic

VMF

VMM

SF

SM

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

40

41

0

0

4

3

30

10

20

100

130

0

0

0

21

1

50

50

320

0

0

Golf

Lang Lang Golf Club

450

380

400

50

13%

Increasing by
up to 10%

Golf

Phillip Island Golf Club

467

534

523

-56

-10%

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Golf

Wonthaggi Golf Club

300

310

320

-20

-6%

Remaining the
same

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Guides

Phillip Island Girl Guides

26

30

7

19

271%

Increasing by
up to 10%

N/A

26

0

1

0

2

0

0

0

Guides

Wonthaggi Girl Guides

20

16

12

8

67%

Increasing by
up to 10%

We have strategies in place aimed
at increasing participation

17

0

2

0

1

0

0

0

Hockey

Wonthaggi Hockey

12

12

16

-4

-25%

Increasing by
up to 10%

Our facilities are great
Hopefulness
Most increase in junior male and
female members

0

2

3

2

4

1

0

0

Hockey

Wonthaggi Underwater Hockey
Inc

36

33

40

-4

-10%

Increasing by
up to 20% or
more

Our sport or activity is growing
Changing local demographic

8

18

2

3

0

5

0

0

Horses

Bass Valley Pony Club

26

24

26

0

0%

Remaining the
same

13

1

0

0

0

0

10

2

N/A
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2014/15 Membership Breakdown
Plus/
Minus

%

Club forecast
increase/
decrease

48

14

29%

Increasing by up to
20% or more

128

139

10

7%

Remaining the same

152

160

167

-15

-9%

San Remo Bowls Club

106

103

110

-4

Lawn Bowls

Wonthaggi Bowls Club

137

159

178

Leisure Centre

Bass Coast YMCA

1,200

1,300

Martial Arts

Sang-Rok Judo Jiu-Jitsu
Club Wonthaggi

47

Netball

Wonthaggi & District Netball
Association

Racing

Sport/Active
Recreation Type

Club/Recreation
Group/Organisation

Lawn Bowls

Corinella Bowling Club

62

52

Lawn Bowls

Inverloch Bowling Club Inc.

149

Lawn Bowls

Phillip Island Bowling Club
Inc

Lawn Bowls

14/15 13/14 12/13

Reasons & areas of
membership increase

JF

JM

VMF

VMM

SF

SM

0

0

0

0

29

33

7

6

N/A

0

0

0

0

63

86

28

17

Increasing by up to
10%

We have strategies in place
aimed at increasing participation

0

1

0

0

51

100

10

10

-4%

Remaining the same

N/A

0

0

0

2

30

74

15

25

-41

-23%

Decreasing by up to
10%

0

0

0

0

40

97

0

0

1,400

-200

-14%

Increasing by up to
10%

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

42

39

8

20%

N/A

Our facilities are great
We have strategies in place
aimed at increasing participation

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

550

450

450

100

22%

Increasing by up to
20% or more

Our club is popular
We have strategies in place
aimed at increasing participation
Our sport is growing

445

5

100

0

0

0

0

0

Woolamai & District Racing
Club

2,500

2,500

2,500

Even

0%

Remaining the same

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Recreation

Bass Coast Paintball

20

20

20

0

0%

Increasing by up to
10%

Our facilities are great
Our activity is growing
Largest increase in senior male
and vets/masters

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Running

Inverloch Park Run

889

N/A

N/A

889

889%

Increasing by up to
20% or more

Our club is popular
Our activity is growing

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Skate/BMX

Wonthaggi Skateboarders
Inc

10

10

10

0

0%

Remaining the same

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Skate/BMX

4Shore Sk8 Park Club

1,500

0

0

1500

1500%

Increasing by up to
20% or more

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Our facilities are great
Only Sporting Club in the
immediate area that offers
sporting and social activities

Ageing demographic
The cost to participate
Lack of volunteers

N/A
Our club is popular
Our activity is growing
Changing demographic
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2014/15 Membership Breakdown

Sport/Active
Club/Recreation
Recreation Type Group/Organisation

Soccer

Inverloch Stars Soccer
Club

14/15

150

155

Plus/
13/14 12/13
Minus

98

125

80

115

%

Club
forecast
increase/
decrease

Reasons & areas of
membership increase

JF

JM SF SM

70

Our club is popular
We have strategies in place aimed
Increasing by up at increasing participation
88%
to 20% or more Our sport or activity is growing
Strong focus from league to
increase female participation

19

71

21

40

Changing local demographic
Our sport is growing
Increasing by up
35%
Our club is popular
to 20% or more
Greatest increase in junior
membership forecast

26

92

21

Increasing by up We have strategies in place aimed
to 10%
at increasing participation

Soccer

Phillip Island Soccer Club

Soccer

Wonthaggi United Soccer
Club Inc

116

100

90

26

We have strategies in place aimed
at increasing participation
Increasing by up
Our sport or activity is growing
29%
to 20% or more
Largest forecast growth in junior
females and males

Surf/Beach

Inverloch Surf Life Saving
Club

171

180

194

-23

-12%

Surf/Beach

Inverloch Windsurfing
Club

225

200

185

40

Our club is popular
We have strategies in place aimed
Increasing by up at increasing participation numbers
22%
to 10%
Changing local demographic
We have some of the best
windsurfing conditions in the world

Surf/Beach

Phillip Island Boardriding
Club

95

100

120

-25

-21%

Surf/Beach

Swell mama's

39

56

51

-12

-24%

200

Our club is popular
We have strategies in place aimed
Increasing by up at increasing participation numbers
25%
to 20% or more Our activity is growing
Expanding volunteer services to
second beach

Surf/Beach

Woolamai Life Saving
Club

1,000

1,000

800

Increasing by up
Our sport or activity is growing
to 20% or more
Remaining the
same

N/A
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VMF

VMM

SF

SM

28

11

17

6

5

6

15

5

6

0

0

63

10

22

0

0

0

0

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

4

8

2

25

8

65

20

93

25

35

1

20

3

20

0

0

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

200

200

40

60

5

15

250

250

100

2014/15 Membership Breakdown
Sport/Active
Club/Recreation
Plus/
14/15 13/14 12/13
Recreation
Group/Organisation
Minus
Type

Swimming

Swimming

Phillip Island Swimming
Club Inc

South Gippsland Bass
Swimming Club

90

90

110

80

100

70

-10

20

%

Club forecast
increase/
decrease

Reasons & areas of membership
increase

JF JM SF

SM

VMF VMM

SF

SM

-10%

We are not getting appropriate access to
facilities
Decreasing by up
The quality of our facilities is poor
to 10%
Travel time and transportation are key
barriers

60

30

0

0

20

2

0

0

29%

Increasing by up
to 20% or more

Our club is popular
We have strategies in place aimed at
increasing participation
Our sport is growing
Largest growth in junior male and female
members

45

45

0

0

0

0

0

0

Our club is popular
Our facilities are great
We have strategies in place aimed at
increasing participation
Our sport is growing
Upgrade to facilities in 2015
Main growth forecast in junior and senior
males

6

20

5

15

7

14

6

9

0

9

2

0

0

Table Tennis

Wonthaggi Table Tennis
Association

65

52

40

25

63%

Increasing by up
to 20% or more

Tai Chi

Kilcunda Tai Chi

11

7

7

4

57%

Remaining the
same

N/A

0

0

0

Tennis

Grantville Tennis Club

30

30

30

0

0%

Remaining the
same

N/A

10

10

10

Tennis

Inverloch Tennis Club

200

180

160

40

25%

Increasing by up
to 20% or more

N/A

8

30

20

20

60

40

0

0

16

18

25

40

50

60

0

0

N/A N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Our facilities are great
We have strategies in place aimed at
increasing participation
Changing local demographic
Most increase in vets/masters followed by
junior male and junior female

Tennis

Phillip Island Tennis Club
Inc

190

200

190

0

0%

Increasing by up
to 10%

Tennis

Rhyll Tennis Club

12

15

18

-6

-33%

Remaining the
same

Tennis

Westernport Tennis Club

100

104

104

-4

-4%

Increasing by up
to 20% or more

We have strategies in placed aimed at
increasing participation
Largest forecast growth in veterans followed
by junior male and female members

15

15

10

10

25

25

0

0

Tennis

Wonthaggi and District
Tennis Club Inc

95

90

85

10

12%

Increasing by up
to 10%

Changing local demographic

18

23

3

3

32

11

6

0

N/A
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2014/15 Membership Breakdown
Sport/Active
Recreation Type

Club/Recreation
Plus/
14/15 13/14 12/13
Minus
Group/Organisation

%

Club forecast
increase/
decrease

Reasons & areas of
membership increase

JF

N/A

0

0

0

JM SF SM

VMF

VMM

SF

SM

0

30

11

9

5

Walking Groups &
Trails

Wonthaggi Bush and
Beach Walking Club

41

36

34

7

21%

Remaining the
same

Yacht

Cowes Yacht Club

280

250

200

80

40%

Increasing by up
to 10%

Our facilities are great
We have strategies in place
aimed at increasing participation
Changing local demographic

15

10

10

10

90

100

9

10

1

8

N/A

N/A

27

508

9

18

Yacht

Newhaven Yacht
Squadron Inc

1,056

1,049

1,010

46

5%

Increasing by up
to 10%

We have strategies in place
aimed at increasing participation
We are trying to attract more
juniors into the club by providing
an Introduction to Sailing program
and resourcing this program with
the proposed purchase of 4
sailing dinghies

Yacht

Rhyll Yacht Club

52

53

59

-7

-12%

Remaining the
same

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

3

10

Increasing by up
to 10%

We have strategies in place
aimed at increasing participation
Our sport or activity is growing
Changing local demographic
Largest growth in junior male and
females

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Yacht

South Gippsland Yacht
Club Inc

80

70

60

20

33%
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APPENDIX 4
BASS COAST SHIRE SCHOOLS CONSULTATION SUMMARY
Telephone interviews were conducted with 12 Bass Coast Shire Primary and Secondary Schools to gain an understanding of not only school usage of
Council managed sport and active recreation facilities, but also sporting club and community usage of school facilities.

School

Bass Valley Primary
School

Non-school facilities used and
frequency
Wonthaggi Rec Reserve - AFL and
netball
McMahons Reserve - Soccer
San Remo Recreation Centre Basketball
Stony Creek Race Track - Cross
country (facilities all used
approximately 1-2 times per year for
District Sports.

Suggested facility
improvements

School facilities used by
sporting clubs/community
groups and frequency

Capacity for greater use by local
How can Council and
sporting clubs/community
Schools work together better

Increased shade
and shelter
provision across all
sites for school
children

Indoor gymnasium basketball and gym classes
Solar heated swimming pool
- Vicswim holiday sessions

Yes - The indoor gymnasium has
capacity for additional usage
however user groups must ensure
they have the appropriate level of
insurance.

Council assist sporting
clubs/community groups with
education on obtaining public
liability insurance

Upgrade toilets

Two netball and basketball
courts used by local clubs
Oval - soccer (Inverloch
Stars), tee ball and group
fitness classes during
summer

Inverloch Primary School have an
indoor stadium which is not a full
sized basketball stadium but could
be used for a variety of
programming activities (e.g. group
fitness, dance)

Continue to improve bike
paths throughout Inverloch to
help support the school's
'Safe to School' bicycle
education program

N/A - School
believe the facilities
are in good
condition.

Football oval used by both
local and non local AFL
clubs for pre-season
matches and also soccer
training. The oval also
receives moderate usage
from the local rugby club
and has also hosted the
Melbourne Rebels,
Collingwood and Melbourne.
The oval is used every
weekend in March and
Thursdays throughout the
year.

Yes, however the school would
like to see a hire fee introduced to
assist with ground maintenance
and facility upkeep. They currently
offer free access and enjoy
permitting community use but feel
greater usage will force their hand
to seek some financial support
from user groups. The school is
planning to develop a new soccer
field and indoor/outdoor netball
facility in the next three years.

Newhaven College is open to
discussions relating to
increased usage of their sport
facilities by Council/local
sporting clubs however would
like to see some form or joint
user agreement in place
whereby Council or clubs
contribute financially to the
maintenance and upkeep of
the school's facilities.

Cowes Primary School

Inverloch Primary
School

Newhaven College

Message left - no response
Inverloch Recreation Reserve netball, football and soccer
(interschool sports). The school has
also used the clubrooms for senior
school leadership training.
Inlet and surf beach - surf school
Inverloch foreshore - cross country

Newhaven Recreation Reserve Soccer
Tennis courts in Cowes and San
Remo during summer. Newhaven
College has decreased its level of
use of facilities beyond the school
boundary however do use the above
mentioned facilities once a week.
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School facilities used by
sporting clubs/community
groups and frequency

Capacity for greater use?

How can Council and
Schools work together
better?

A synthetic playing field
that schools could hire
and be sure they can use
the facility would be
ideal. Often their
bookings are cancelled
due to poor weather and
condition of the ovals at
Wonthaggi Rec Reserve,
hence their kids miss
out.

Newhaven Primary School have
two indoor halls which are hired
our for dance and jujitsu
classes.

Yes, there is capacity for
greater use of the indoor halls
for activities such as dance
classes, martial arts etc. The
facility could also be used for
basketball and netball however
the halls are not full sized court
so would not be appropriate for
matches. Users would need to
ensure they have the
appropriate level of insurance
to hire the facility.

N/A

YMCA - pool upgrade
Dalyston Rec Reserve upgrade to change room
facilities and sports field
playing surface

School playground - used by
the local community
Walking track around school used by the local community

No capacity for additional use

N/A

Yes, however only if insurance
issue addressed. The school
are also uncertain if their
facilities meet minimum
standards and/or are compliant
for organised sport.

N/A

School

Non-school facilities used and
frequency

Suggested facility
improvements

Newhaven Primary
School

Newhaven Recreation Reserve soccer and athletics (twice a term)
Cowes Recreation Reserve - AFL
clinics (with Collingwood)
Wonthaggi Rec Reserve netball and
both ovals (twice a term)
McMahons Reserve - soccer (twice
a term)
Bass
Valley Primary School - swimming
pool as no swimming pool on Phillip
Island.

Dalyston Recreation Reserve - AFL
(once a year)
Wonthaggi Rec Reserve - AFL,
Netball and Cricket (2-3 times a
year)
Powlett River Primary Wonthaggi Secondary College Athletics
School
McMahons Reserve - Soccer
Wonthaggi YMCA - swimming
lessons
Stony Creek Race Track - Cross
country
San Remo Primary
School

St Joseph's School

Wonthaggi Primary
School

Message left - no response
Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve Athletics, soccer, football and
netball (used once per term)
Wonthaggi Secondary College
(Dudley Campus) - District Athletics
(once a year)
Wonthaggi North Primary School Basketball court (infrequently)

Increased provision for
bus car parking

Minimal usage of school
facilities by sporting/community
groups due to insurance and
liability issues.

Message left and school emailed - no response. Minor consultation conducted with Principal during facility audit indicated school vary rarely use facilities beyond
the school ground for sport/active recreation. The indoor basketball/netball facility is often used by the local netball club and football/cricket clubs during
inclement weather. The school has also just recently upgraded their outdoor swimming pool and indicated they would be interested in booking the facility out for
community usage however given its size, swimming lessons would be the only programming option.
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School

Non-school facilities used and
frequency

Wonthaggi North Primary
School

Suggested facility
improvements

School facilities used by sporting
clubs/community groups and
Capacity for greater use?
frequency

How can Council and
Schools work together
better?

Message left and school emailed - no response.

Wonthaggi Secondary
College - Dudley

Coastal areas - surfing
Mouth of Powlett - kayaking
Rail trail - bike riding

No facility related
improvements for
the sites the school
is currently using
however they do
believe the Shire
needs some
improved indoor
sporting facilities
(e.g. multi-court
basketball
stadium).

Wonthaggi Secondary
College - McBride

Wetland tracks - Cross country
Wonthaggi YMCA - swimming pool
Surf beaches at Inverloch, Cape
Woolamai and Smiths Beach
Very occasional use of Wonthaggi
Recreation Reserve

Increase the size
of the swimming
pool in Wonthaggi.
Allow the schools
free access to
wetland tracks for
cross country

Sports fields - local cricket club
(junior and senior matches)
Athletics track - Wonthaggi Little
Athletics and Bass Coast Athletics
Club
Basketball courts - occasional use
by local clubs

Yes, opportunity fir greater
use of all facilities however
would require some form
of joint use agreement with
sporting clubs, community
groups or Council.

Minimal usage as the senior
campus has little in the way of
sport facilities and associated
infrastructure. The indoor gym has
been used in the past by the
Dalyston Football Club

Capacity for greater use of
the indoor gym
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Opportunity to develop a
second indoor basketball
stadium onsite

N/A
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APPENDIX #5
COMMUNITY AND CLUB STAKEHOLDER
WORKSHOP
A community and club stakeholder workshop was conducted at the
Wonthaggi Town Hall on Monday, 25 May. Over 40 participants attended
the workshop with representation from local sporting and recreation
groups, local sporting associations and community members. The
interactive workshop provided attendees with an opportunity to workshop
and discuss the four following questions.

1. What trends have you observed in sport and active recreation
participation in Bass Coast over the past two-three years?
2. What is preventing people from participating in sport and active
recreation in Bass Coast and what could be done to encourage people to
be more active?
3. What are some of the immediate needs and likely future demands for
sport and active recreation provision in Bass Coast?
4. Have you or your club identified any opportunities for future sport and
active recreation participation growth and development in Bass Coast?
A summary of workshop consultation findings is provided on the
following page.
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What trends have you observed in sport and active recreation participation
in Bass Coast over the past two-three years?

What is preventing people from participating in sport and active recreation in
Bass Coast and what could be done to encourage people to be more active?

•

A shift towards more involvement in individual sport and active recreation

•

Costs associated with being involved in sports (uniform, membership etc.)

participation (e.g. Park Run, gym, cycling, fitness)

•

Lack of volunteer support and human resources to manage club operations and

•

A movement away from structured sport and less commitment

facility maintenance

•

Increasing female participation

•

Increasing volume of sport and active recreation activities becoming available

•

Ageing population

•

Lack of volunteer skillset

•

Increased participation levels across summer by retirees and young families

•

Ageing and sub-standard facilities

•

Lawn Bowls membership numbers slowly declining

•

Conflicting sporting calendars and competition for people's interest

•

Soccer participation increasing

•

Less than desirable design and location of facilities

•

Interest and participation in extreme sports increasing across the Shire

•

Facility accessibility

•

Slight increases in table tennis and badminton participation

•

Deteriorating ground condition/playing surfaces

•

Increase in tennis participation by older retired local residents

•

Lack of strategic planning by clubs, peak sporting bodies and Council

•

The community is working longer hours with less time for sport and active

•

Lack of funding

recreation

•

Communication with Council relating to facility improvement approvals

•

Increasing consumer demands

•

Extensive travel time associated with sport in regional areas

•

Youth moving away from the area in their late teens

•

Process involved with obtaining club insurances

•

Clubs losing members due to sub-standard facilities

•

•

Lack of volunteers - too much left to too few

Lack of information available on sport and active recreation opportunities across
the Shire

•

Movement away from skateboarding to scooters

•

'Teenager dropout‘

•

Scouts participation increasing

•

Only beginner level skate parks provided throughout the Shire - no elite pathway

•

Inadequate supervision of Inverloch skate park

•

The community is working longer, hence less time for sport and active recreation
involvement whether it be as a participant, club volunteer or spectator.
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What are some of the immediate needs and likely future demands for sport
and active recreation provision in Bass Coast?
Facilities
•

Improved facility condition

•

Multi-purpose indoor highball stadium (with multiple courts)

•

Multi-purpose synthetic playing field (e.g. hockey and soccer)

•

Improved facilities for youth (BMX and Skate facilities)

•

Connecting the rail trail

•

Improved car parking provision at sport and active recreation sites

•

Hockey facility

•

Improved condition of the Wonthaggi Tennis Club court facilities and clubhouse

•

Aquatics facility on Phillip Island

Have you or your club identified any opportunities for future sport and active
recreation participation growth and development in Bass Coast?
•

Improve the pathway from grassroots sports participation through to elite
competition

•

Increased use of social media by clubs and other online media communication
methods

•

Tapping into the tourism industry

•

Development of one or two 'competition/carnival' level facilities to attract major
sport or active recreation events to the local area instead of people always
travelling away from the Shire.

•

Focus on grassroots and junior development

•

Greater engagement with the elderly community

•

Economic growth for local community

•

Improved transport connections to get people to activities

Sport Development
•

Open/Information Day for clubs/groups to promote their services

•

Volunteer development through Council coordinated sports club development
workshops (e.g. workshops on IT, sponsorship, volunteer management etc.)

•

Retaining lawn bowls members

•

Keeping juniors involved in tennis through improved alignment of competitions

•

Retaining surf lifesaving members

•

The need to address the 'teenage dropout' trend

•

Wonthaggi Croquet Club uncertain of their future tenancy at Wonthaggi
Recreation Reserve

•

Greater support from peak sporting bodies

General
• A clear and transparent process from Council relating to facility improvements
and sports field/facility master planning
•

More prompt action from Council of facility improvements – ‘less talk and more
action’
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APPENDIX #6
FARMERS’ MARKET CONSULTATION
Onsite consultation was conducted in each of the three project
planning areas of Phillip Island and North and South Mainland.
This method of consultation was undertaken in an effort to capture
a broader understanding of local community needs and engage
with community members who may not have been involved with
the project via a local sporting or active recreation club. Onsite
consultation was conducted during May and June at the following
locations:
•
•
•

Grantville Famers’ Market (24 May 2015)
Inverloch Farmers’ Market (21 June 2015)
Churchill Island Famers’ Market (28 June 2015)

Local residents at each of the Farmers’ Markets were encouraged
to respond to the two following questions and to also provide any
further comments in relation to current and future sport and
recreation provision in Bass Coast.
•

What are three sport and/or active recreation activities
things you currently do?

•

What are three sport and/or active recreation activities you
would like to do, but find there is a gap in facility provision
or access to the service?

A summary of findings from the Farmers’ Markets is provided in
the following pages.
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Current sport and active recreation participation

Grantville Farmers’ Market
12

•

•

As evidenced by the adjacent graph, informal and active
recreation pursuits including fishing, skating/BMX, bike
riding and walking the dog were the most popular
recreation activities. This trend is consistent with the
demographic attending the Farmers’ Market (older adults)
and is not necessarily a true indication of overall
participation in the Grantville of North Mainland planning
area.
From an organised sport perspective, basketball, netball
and AFL were the most highly participated in sports.

•

In total, 26 sport and active recreation pursuits were
recorded indicating the Bass Coast Shire has a wide
variety of sport and active recreation opportunities
available for the local community.

•

Access to a new and/or improved indoor aquatics facility
(for recreational swimming, aquatic education and
hydrotherapy sessions) along with greater provision for
skate/BMX activities and basketball were considered the
highest priorities by market attendees.

Additional comments provided by community members at
the Grantville Farmers’ Market are provided in a table of the
following page.

10
8
6
4
2
0

Desired sport and active recreation provision
10
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
0
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Fix the erosion along the beach in Grantville
Improved maintenance of walking tracks in Grantville as they are washed out and
unsafe
Finish the picket fence at Glen Alvie Rec Reserve
Need to upgrade change rooms and public toilets at Dalyston Recreation Reserve
Wonthaggi Aquatic and Leisure Centre pool requires upgrade
Improve the surface of the warm up court at Bass Recreation Reserve
Improve the connection between existing bike paths
Need a concrete skate park in Grantville
All tide boat ramp required at Grantville and another access point at Corinella
The surrounding parks for the kids are great
More information required on sport and active recreation opportunities across the
Shire
San Remo to Anderson walking path is wonderful
Canoeing and Kayaking program runs every 1-2 weeks along Bass Creek and
requires more promotion
Improve facilities for cycling (rail trail and on-road)
Transport is a barrier in Waterline area
Masters Tournaments are a growth area in regional areas
Need to utilise Grantville Recreation Reserve more for sport and active recreation
Soccer facilities in general across Gippsland are poor with sub-standards change
rooms and toilets
Pioneer Bay park is a good park for kids
Australia Day party at Pioneer Bay park is a great community event
Very few facilities in Waterline area means residents need to travel to Wonthaggi or
Cranbourne to play which is a big deterrent
Turn the portable skate facility at Grantville into a permanent skate/BMX facility
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Inverloch Farmers’ Market
•

•

Similar to findings from the Grantville
Farmers’ market, informal recreation
activities such as walking, bike riding,
surfing, swimming, walking the
dog and going to the beach were the most
common recreation activities participated in
by community members attending the market.
AFL, cricket, tennis, golf and netball
recorded the highest participation rates
however again due to the demographic,
these activities were not as highly participated
in as informal or ‘active recreation’ pursuits.

•

Overall, 34 sport and active recreation
activities were nominated by attendees of the
market.

•

Improving shared pathways for bike
riding, running and walking along
with an indoor heated pool
received the most support
from the local community.

Current sport and active recreation participation
35
30
25
20
15
10
5
0

Desired sport and active recreation provision
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
0
More trails Warm water
Walking,
and linkages pool sessions running or
(kids lessons cycling along
and
surf parade
hydrotherapy)
(safer
access)

Mountain
biking

Dance
Classes

Indoor sports
at a multisport stadium

Pilates
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Swim in a
50m pool

Hockey

Dog off leash
on Phillip
Island

Squash

Youth Drop in
Centre
(Wonthaggi)
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Current sport and active recreation participation

Churchill Island Farmers’
Market

35

30

•

Continuing the trend of findings from previous
Farmers’ Market consultation, informal recreation
activities including walking, bike riding/cycling,
swimming, dog walking, fishing and bird watching
were the most common recreation activities
participated in my community members attending
the Churchill Island Farmers’ market.

25

20

15

10

Little Athletics

Arts

Baseball

Frisbee Golf

Water Skiing

Squash

Martial arts

Volunteering

Horse riding

Soccer

Lawn Bowls

Kayaking

Geocaching

Gym

AFL

Netball

Sailing

Baskteball

Yoga

Running

Tennis

Skate/BMX

Golf

Surfing

Dance

Bike riding

Fishing

Bird watching

Dog walking

Cycling

Surf lifesaving

An indoor swimming pool, a new/improved
skate park on Phillip Island or in San Remo
and increasing the number and condition
of shared pathways received most demand
from the locals, as did more provision for
dog off-leash areas.

Ten pin bowling

•

Mountain Biking

Overall, 36 sport and active recreation activities
were nominated by attendees of the market.

0
Dirt bike riding

•

5

Swimming (indoor)

Golf and tennis were the most highly participated in
sporting activities, supporting the theory that these
forms of more social sport (along with Lawn Bowls)
are more prevalent in the Phillip Island Planning
area which has a more elderly demographic
(retirees).

Walking

•

Desired sport and active recreation provision
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
0
Indoor
Skate park
More
Dog off
Outdoor Gymnastics
swimming on Phillip
shared leash parks fitness
pool
Island or in pathways
stations
San Remo and trails

Zumba
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Combined Farmers’ Market Summary
Current sport and active recreation participation
70
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•

Informal recreation activities including walking, bike riding, fishing, indoor swimming and walking the dog were the top five most participated
in sport and recreation activities, emphasising the need for Council to continue to support unstructured recreation.

•

Despite a higher majority of older adults across the Shire, Skate and BMX participation is prevalent, demonstrating a need for Council to
address this form of active recreation across the Shire.

•

Golf, AFL, Tennis, Basketball and Netball recorded the highest levels of organised sport participation by market attendees, although levels of
participation were far less in organised sport than informal recreation. It is assumed the demographic attending the Farmers’ Market has
influenced this finding and this is not necessarily a reflection of the Shire in its entirety.

•

Interestingly soccer, an emerging sport in the shire, recorded lower than expected levels of participation however this is again attributed to
the age profile of Farmers’ Market ‘goers’.

•

The wide breadth of sport and active recreation opportunities recorded (53) demonstrates a good level of sport and active recreation
provision across the Shire.
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Desired sport and active recreation provision
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•

A new and/or improved aquatics facility on Phillip Island and the mainland received an overwhelming response from local residents at each of
the Farmers’ Markets.

•

Improved condition and greater access to shared pathways (more provision) for bike riding, walking and running/jogging was considered a
high priority by locals, demonstrating the need for Council to consider the development of a Shire wide Walking and Cycling Strategy.

•

Despite a higher number of older adults attending the Farmers’ Markets, a demand for greater Skate and BMX provision was evident at each
market. This demand came from not only the younger generation, but also the more elderly who viewed this form of active recreation as an
important vehicle for engaging the Shire’s youth in community recreation.

•

Demand for greater organised sports (and related infrastructure) was underwhelming at the Farmers’ Markets, due mainly to the
demographic attending. That being said, onsite surveying highlighted the important role informal and unstructured active recreation plays
across the Shire, particularly for the older adult demographic.
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APPENDIX #7
RESERVE COMMITTEES OF MANAGEMENT/MANAGEMENT GROUPS
Telephone interviews and/or onsite meetings were conducted with 10 local recreation reserve committees of management/management groups with
the following information provided.
Bass Recreation Reserve

Inverloch Recreation Reserve

•

The Bass Recreation Reserve COM oversee management and
usage of the two grounds at Bass Recreation Reserve. The
primary tenants of this site are the Kilcunda Bass Football Netball
Club and The Kilcunda Bass Cricket Club.

•

Inverloch Recreation Reserve is used for AFL, netball and cricket.
The COM believe the facilities are aged and dysfunctional, in
particular the umpires rooms and visitor’s team change rooms and
supporting amenities.

•

An additional warm up netball court, upgrading the sports field
lighting to the main ground and planning for the future development
of the second ground (surface redevelopment and sports field
floodlighting) were considered future priorities in building the
capacity of Bass Recreation Reserve.

•

The netball club require larger and improved changed facilities as
well as a second compliant netball court that meets Netball
Victoria’s court specifications (the existing second netball court
does not meet these specifications). The club also utilise the
adjacent Inverloch Community Hub stadium for training activities.

•

The ‘old hall’ onsite is used as a gymnasium and requires new
roofing, while the site is in need of a fencing upgrade and an
increase in power supply.

•

If a new netball court was developed it is the view of the COM that
some safety netting would need to be placed behind the goals to
stop the football impacting on the netball matches or causing
player/spectator injury.

•

The COM believe there will be a shift towards local junior AFL
matches being played on Friday nights so that people can have
their weekends to recreate, without the commitment of playing or
driving kids to and from matches.

•

The two main priorities for the COM are a second netball court for
the girls and the umpires facilities in the pavilion upgraded.

•

The COM feel the ground’s usage is at capacity however do not
feel they require another sports field in the short to medium term
but do require a second netball court.

•

Other capital improvement priorities include a grandstand or more
spectator shelter and some lighting throughout the reserve (not
sports field lighting, just general surveillance lighting so the
community can use the reserve and surrounds after dark).

•

The club has looked at installing solar heating on their social room
roof but have not made any definitive plans.

•

Writing and submitting grant applications is seen by the COM as
one of their biggest challenges and think two way communication
between the COM and Council could improve.
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Thompson Reserve

Glen Forbes

•

•

Glen Forbes Recreation Reserve is a public open space that
provides the local Glen Forbes community with the following:








Bitumen tennis court (recently resurfaced)
Playground equipment
Public toilet
100m walking track around reserve perimeter
Sheltered gazebo/rotunda
One permanent outdoor basketball ring and a portable netball ring

•

The Reserve receives minimal usage as the Glen Forbes
community is very small. The COM run 1-2 functions a year where
they get the community together at which approximately 50 people
attend. The reserve receives most usage during the summer
months and school holidays.

•

The COM view increased usage of the site as key to its future
sustainability, however given the local demographic and
restrictions on people living in the area, this is unlikely to change
considerably.

•

The COM’s biggest challenge is maintaining the open space
grassland and weekly maintenance and upkeep.

•

The COM has recently formed a mixed over 35’s social basketball
competition where local community members play against in each
other in friendly, social matches once a week. The COM has
arranged a deal with Bass Valley Primary School to use their
stadium and encourage Council and other sport and recreation
clubs of community groups to follow their lead. The only
complication with this is securing insurance as the schools have
concerns about public liability.

•

Greater reserve usage and more COM volunteers are seen by the
COM as their top priorities for future sustainability.

Key user groups of Thompson Reserve include the Inverloch
Cricket Club and the Inverloch Starts Soccer Club who will play
their first season at the recently renovated ground during the 2016
winter season.

•

Membership numbers for the cricket club have remained steady
over recent seasons, while the soccer club has experienced
significant growth.

•

Most important facility related improvements include:

 Completion of the drainage works
 Sports field floodlighting to accommodate the soccer club’s training
requirements
 Change room amenities for the soccer club
 Formalising the car park
 Storage for the soccer club
 Continued renovations to the pavilion
•

The Thompson Reserve Management’s Committee’s biggest
challenge is maintaining the playing field and turf table area.

•

The COM don’t feel they need an additional ground for either
soccer or cricket in the short term, but do believe the ground’s
usage will be at or near full capacity once both soccer and cricket
is being played on the ground.

•

A key priority for the cricket club is to increase junior participation
at the club through initiatives such as the Milo Cricket program,
which they are currently running.
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Kernot Reserve

Coronet Bay

•

The Kernot Reserve Committee of Management manage a multipurpose community hall which is used frequently by the local
community for a number of events and activities.

•

•

The community hall has previously been used for group fitness
activities as well as the hall surrounds. A Gippsland veteran cycling
group has also used the hall as a meeting place in years gone by
however this use has since been discontinued.

•

The COM did investigate how their building could be more
innovatively designed to enable greater use for sport and active
recreation (e.g. badminton, volleyball), however to date have made
no renovations to the building to enable such activities.

•

The COM also manage the two tennis courts onsite which are
leased to the Grantville Tennis Club.

•

The COM believe use of their facility has remained stable over
recent years, and that there is capacity for greater use.

•

There have been expressions of interest by the local community to
use the hall for line dancing, group fitness classes and playgroup.
The COM are happy to hire the facility out however believe there is
nobody prepared to run the programs and don’t feel they have the
capacity to do so with their ageing committee.

•

The COM believe some outdoor fitness stations would add value to
their site and generate greater usage. These stations could be
used in conjunction with the hall by commercial fitness providers –
if they are prepared to run the programs.

•

The Coronet Bay Reserve COM oversee the management of three
areas including:

 Foreshore Reserve
 Fred Gration Reserve
 Ocean Airies Reserve
•

Fred Gration Reserve is the largest space and includes a BMX
track, bitumen all-purpose ball court, bocce court, open space, car
park, community hall and on occasion a mobile skating ramp.

•

The community hall is accessible to the local Coronet Bay
community and commonly used for table tennis, playgroup and tai
chi sessions, while the outdoor facilities including the BMX track
and all-purpose ball court receive high levels of use, particularly
during the summer months and holiday periods.

•

The COM believe the oval space adjacent to the BMX facility could
be more heavily utilised for organised sport (junior matches or
training) and/or active recreation and have raised this with Council,
however due to the site being a retarding basin this hasn’t
progressed any further. The Kilcunda Bass Football Club have
used the site previously for training and the COM feel with some
ground redevelopment works, the site presents and opportunity for
additional sport and active recreation provision (e.g. weekend
futsal tournaments).

•

The COM are in frequent contact with the local community and
believe facility enhancements of most interest to surrounding
residents would be a permanent skate ramp, some outdoor
fitness/exercise stations, dog exercise stations and potentially a
tennis court.

•

The COM’s biggest challenge is day to day maintenance of the
sites (mainly Fred Gration Reserve as the other two sites are
mainly open space), in particular line marking of the all-purpose
court and backboard repair works.

Some public toilets and a campervan area are also capital
improvements viewed by the COM as potential site improvements.
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Glen Alvie

Cape Paterson Community Hall

•

The Glen Alvie Recreation Reserve Committee of Management
manage Glen Alvie Recreation Reserve and the reserve’s double
storey pavilion.

•

The Cape Paterson Community Hall Committee of Management
oversee management of a community hall off Cape Paterson Road
in Cape Paterson. The hall is available for public bookings with
common facility activities including:

•

The Glen Alvie Cricket Club is currently not represented on the
COM, however use the sports field and the lower level of the
pavilion on match days. The President of the COM has ties with
the cricket club and ensures any issues reported by the cricket
club are reported back to the COM.







Tai chi
Art and crafts
Indoor bowls
Exercise groups
Birthday parties

•

The COM have observed no significant trends in participation,
reporting the facility is used approximately four times a week.

•

The COM believe the hall has a good balance of usage and are of
the belief there is an overprovision of community halls across the
Shire. The COM also believe sport and active recreation is well
catered for across Bass Coast and that instead of looking to build
new facilities, Council should look more strategically at facility
investment with a focus on the consolidation and improvement of
existing assets as opposed to developing new facilities when
others aren’t being used to their full capacity.

•

The COM believe they have a good relationship with facility user
groups and commonly hire the facility out to community groups.
The Country Women’s Association are regular users of the facility
and the COM coordinate four major community events throughout
the year.

•

From a sports facility perspective, the change room and showers
are a key priority development (lack of hot water).

•

Local residents use the walking track outside the oval, the public
open space (hitting golf balls) and the synthetic cricket pitch.

•

The COM reported the Glen Alvie community has an ageing
population, with a sedentary and not overly healthy lifestyle. They
believe their needs to be greater promotion of passive recreation
opportunities within the township to encourage the older
generations to be more active.

•

The COM believe there is opportunity for more use of the
community building for indoor recreation (carpet bowls), however
there needs to be some buy in and interest from the locals.

San Remo Recreation Reserve
A member of the San Remo Recreation Reserve COM provided a
tour of the multi-purpose facility and provided an overview of the
facilities usage. The indoor basketball stadium is used frequently by
the Phillip Island Basketball Association and the tennis courts by the
Westernport Tennis Club. The COM are a very proactive committee
that embraces community usage of the facility and is in frequent
contact with key user groups and residents as to desired facility
improvements. The facility has a high level of usage, particularly
during summer although the COM believe there is still opportunity for
greater usage.
Dalyston Recreation Reserve
•

No response received to date.
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APPENDIX 8

Bass Coast Shire Council Key Council Officers
•

Park Run in Inverloch is very popular, currently getting 120 each
Saturday morning. There is a focus across the Shire for Council to
continue to extend and provide paths and trails. Extending trail to the
Inverloch SLC is a high priority. This will provide future opportunities to
run events such as fun runs and triathlons. There is a Park Run which
has started in Churchill.

•

Soccer is one of the growth sports along with female sport such as AFL
and soccer are strong. Competition for space with other more
traditional sports is their main issue.

•

Junior participation rates are high in soccer, Auskick and basketball.
The AFL pathway has a gap in the under 9s (currently goes from
Auskick to under 11s) Phillip Island Board Riders is popular with kids
involved in the Super Grom program. This club have a facility. There is
also a Bass Coast Board Riders but they don't run junior programs.

•

Stand Up paddle boarding is popular but not at the stage of demanding
space. Hobie kayaks are an emerging activity that also doesn’t have
any real demand for infrastructure at present. Beach Volleyball
sometimes book space in Inverloch. There is a club in Korumburra that
use some beach space once a year and one out of the Yarra Valley,
but this use is very informal.

•

Kite surfing is popular at Inverloch but there are some issues with other
users on the beach. There is one permit holder for kite surfing
commercially. Yoga and surf school groups also get permits to operate
along the foreshore. The windsurfing club in Inverloch has grown and
are interested in using the Angling Club as a home base. Alternatives
identified include sheds in the caravan park, owned by Council.

•

Interest in Mountain Biking from a club based in Wonthaggi, at the
Gurdies at the back of Grantville. Currently increasing in use, and land
is managed by Parks Victoria and Council. Currently informal trails
exist but the club pushing for something more permanent. There are
currently some good tracks established in Gippsland but nothing in
Bass Coast.

•

The nippers program at Inverloch is 150 strong with a waiting list.
Cape Patterson and Woolamai are also strong. The Bass Biathlon
Coast Series (three triathlons across the Shire at Cowes, San Remo
and Cape Patterson) has dropped off but there is still a push to keep
this strong.

•

Demand for commercial horse training is growing and becoming an
issue along the beach fronts (conflict between public and horse riders).

OTHER KEY STAKEHOLDERS
CONSULTATION
Bass Coast Shire Council Project Working Group
•

There is increased demand for informal on-road cycling activity,
skate/BMX, indoor court space for basketball and netball, windsurfing
and the use of exercise stations on shared trails.

•

Football and cricket are popular activities and soccer is growing.
Participation in tennis has declined. but data should be collected t

•

BMX and skateboarding were also identified as emerging sports.

•

Two soccer clubs have recently been relocated to other venues. One
club will be playing at Thompson Reserve in Inverloch when drainage
works are completed and the other club relocated has moved from
McMahon Reserve to Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve.

•

The use of education department land by local sporting clubs and
community groups is high. No formal agreements exist with Council,
clubs deal directly with schools for use of facilities. There is a future
opportunity for access to a parcel of land adjacent the education
precinct in Wonthaggi which is on Council’s radar.

•

There is more pressure on parks and reserves on weekends as staff
are required to prepare areas in conjunction with the community for
events. The current booking process for reserves works well. Most
reserves are located within close proximity to foreshore areas and are
all subject to erosion in future years.

•

Sports field lighting is an issue. \

•

Drainage and irrigation is currently satisfactory on most ovals. Existing
tenants have had control of sites but more clubs are wanting Council to
take over ground management responsibilities. Council do not have the
resource to manage or maintain all reserves across the Shire. Parks
and Gardens are getting a full service review that will set standards and
service levels for maintenance of reserves and open space areas.
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YMCA – Bass Coast Aquatic and Leisure Centre and Phillip Island
Leisure Centre
•

The YMCA manage the Bass Coast Aquatic and Leisure Centre in
Wonthaggi and Phillip Island Leisure Centre in Cowes. They are also
responsible for overseeing some satellite based programs at the
Inverloch Community Hub.

•

There is talk of moving the Cowes Skate Park as it is in poor
condition and has a limited lifespan. There is no skate strategy in
place. The mobile skate park was designed to assess the needs
across the Shire and concrete slabs were installed at Corinella,
Coronet Bay, Grantville and Newhaven.

•

The largest skate attendance is at Cowes Skate Park (600 a month).
The Wonthaggi and Inverloch facilities have similar numbers (300 to
400) a month. There is and approximate 10% increase over summer.

•

Participation in skate, BMX and scooters vary and numbers depend
on the supervisor and the coaches at the park. The YMCA believe the
highest priority is the redevelopment of the Cowes facility and
potential relocation as the current site is not particularly visible. The
facility in Inverloch has design issues and needs some modifications
to improve user safety. Wonthaggi Park is in pretty good condition.

•

•

•

•

Group fitness classes are well attended at the Phillip Island site.
There is a group fitness room and spin room (one is a former squash
court) and a separate room for group fitness would be ideal. There is
one squash court available at Phillip Island which is used about 10
hours a week, with the next closest squash facility in San Remo.
The current membership of Cowes is just under 600. Membership
levels spiked during desalination plant construction however a new
24/7 gym opening in Cowes along with other private gyms and
operators has seen membership numbers plateau. There is the same
amount of people using facilities, but now more competition.
Ageing facilities and limited program space at Cowes is restricting
growth. There is a big population of mums as the crèche times align
with group fitness times. Customer service also stands out and is the
YMCA’s point of difference. Equipment is in good condition at Cowes.
Membership numbers at the Wonthaggi Centre are similar (600). A
Private operator (Voyage) has opened up close by and are competing
for clients. They have a strong group fitness program.

•

The Wonthaggi swimming pool has six lanes and is the home of three
swim clubs. There are approximately 450 kids in the swim school
program and also an underwater hockey group that use the pool,
meaning competition for pool access is high.

•

The Wonthaggi Aquatic and Leisure Centre Master Plan recommends a
bigger pool and water space. This would cater for the whole Wonthaggi
community and also residents from Phillip Island. Cowes Primary have
their own pool used by a squad group 2-3 nights a week and the Phillip
Island swim club use the Wonthaggi facility. There is a long history of
demand for a pool on the Island. A second 25m pool may not be
necessary (assuming upgrade to Wonthaggi), however a warm water
pool and hydrotherapy pool would be beneficial for the Island.

•

Group fitness programs run in the stadium five nights a week at the
Wonthaggi facility impacting on use and access by local basketball and
netball clubs. The stadium is also used twice a week for badminton. The
junior basketball club are seeking more space and use local schools. The
local netball club is also using local school facilities.

•

Gymnastics is popular and growing but a lack of coaching is an issue.
The Phillip Island Leisure Centre is currently offering gymnastics but the
facility is limited in what in can provide. The township of Leongatha
provide gymnastics facilities but there is strong demand for recreation
gymnastics in Bass Coast.

•

There is no volleyball played in any of the existing facilities within Bass
Coast, with participants travelling outside the Shire to participate.

•

There is no demand for an outdoor pool in Bass Coast. The YMCA
operate the 25m outdoor pool at Cowes Primary School during a six
week period in Summer. It is also used by VICSWIM and the local swim
club and costs are rising for Council and becoming prohibitive.

•

Dance and tennis are being well catered for but more floodlit courts
would increase participation. Soccer is growing and need access to fields
while demand for rugby was evident during desalination plant build.
There is evident demand for programs that cater for kinder kids i.e.
soccer.

•

Frisbee Golf is operating but demand is minimal. Permanent facility set
up at Blue Gum Reserve and the YMCA have run holiday programs.

•

No bowling alley in Wonthaggi but one on the Island. There is talk of
using the old Coles building which has generated some community
interest. Could also be an opportunity to use the space for multipurpose
indoor community use but it's in the hands of a private operator.

Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation Needs Assessment – Research, Consultation and Key Findings Report - April 2016

121

Sport and Recreation Victoria

Sport and recreation trends

Participation across the sector in Bass Coast

•

Stronger awareness of facility standards and increasing consumer
demands. With AFL Victoria, Netball Victoria, Tennis Victoria and
Football Federation Victoria all now having preferred facility
guidelines, or having undertaken audits of facilities, there is a
greater awareness amongst clubs and facility users of what they
should reasonably expect when they engage in an activity.

•

Expectation of being able to access sport and active recreation
opportunities at any time and by any one. It is now a given that not
all sport and active recreation participants want to participate within
a structured time frame and environment, that is they want access
to opportunity at times that are most suitable to them. Having a mix
of opportunities that are not necessarily reliant upon a club
structure, or volunteer attendance, to facilitate diverse communities
and employment profiles is important in achieving participation
outcomes. This would be most pertinent to an area like Bass Coast
given the high levels of visitor and ageing population.

•

Bass Coast is one of the fastest growing Council's, but one which
also has a large 'holiday' population at various times throughout
the year, all of whom have expectations around access to sport
and active recreation opportunities.

•

Older population base than the State average as a result of a long
term coastal retirement drift. As a consequence of this there will be
continued demand for sports and active recreation activities which
are less formal/less structured and are able to meet the needs of
the permanent aging population, as well as the visitors who seek
out an experience on the Island in particular. Potentially this could
have implications for activities and infrastructure such as tennis,
golf, cycling, jogging, skating, bowls etc.

•

Substantial growth in soccer as the sport is in an extended 'start
up' phase as far as the Gippsland Soccer League is concerned.
SRV have funded a number of ground redevelopments, and
drainage projects which have been largely driven by inadequate
ground space to meet the needs of soccer.

Gaps in existing facility provision
•

Indoor aquatic facility on Phillip Island

•

Redevelopment of the Wonthaggi Aquatics and Leisure Centre
aquatics facilities to increase available programming space, lap
swimming and swim club space, and warm water for therapeutic
purposes for the ageing population.

•

Municipal multi-court high roof stadium

•

Shared pathways/tracks and trails and their connectivity to other
sport and active recreation opportunities.

Top three priorities
•

Aquatic facility provision

•

Maintaining compliant and relevant sport and active recreation
infrastructure

•

Designing and developing infrastructure with a multi purpose
'whole of life' approach which embraces universal design principles
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Gippsport

Local club needs

Trends in participation in Bass Coast

•

Support to develop and upgrade facilities, this provides them the best
opportunity to provide a quality product to their members.

•

The trends in the sector are showing that people are looking for
more flexible options related to sport and recreation participation.

•

Club volunteers are getting tired

•

Activities like cycling, running, walking etc provide great flexibility
and allow people the opportunity to participate at times suitable to
them.

•

Support around governance and succession planning.

•

•

All sports are facing challenges addressing drop out of
participants in late teens – early 20’s age groups.

•

‘Lifestyle sports and activities’ are also on the rise, sports like
surfing, stand up paddle boarding, windsurfing and yoga

•

Organisations such as VicHealth and Sport & Recreation Victoria
are looking at innovative ways to increase participation in sport
and are encouraging State Sport Associations to think outside the
box in regards to getting people involved in their sport. Social
sport programs are becoming the rage (e.g. AFL 9’s, Cardio
Tennis)

Increasing amount of red tape that clubs are needing to navigate to
provide basic sport & recreation (e.g. training of coaches, Working
With Children checks, skills regarding negotiating leases etc.) This
work is being imposed upon clubs because there is a large number of
organisations that see community clubs as a great vehicle to assist in
achieving a healthier more vibrant community. The challenges here
are burning out committees because all these people work, have their
own families etc, and the only reason they’re on the committee is to
try and provide a great environment for them, their family and their
community to play sport.

•

In Bass Coast less structured options are becoming increasingly
popular as per the trend.

•

ParkRun in Inverloch is growing and is increasing in popularity.
There has been interest in starting one on Phillip Island

•

There is a very large number of social cyclists that ride a loop
between Inverloch, Wonthaggi, Cape Patterson and then return

•

There has been a huge increase in junior participation (5-12yr
olds) in structured sport

•

Phillip Island soccer is bursting at the seams

•

Inverloch junior football club had very high numbers

•

Association netball is full, with Phillip Island considering starting
their own association

•

Tailor made programs for specific groups and demographics
seem to get great responses (e.g. Swell mamas and Seachange
fitness) who target mums groups for group fitness & exercise.

Gaps in existing facility provision
•

Encouraging clubs to look at co-tenancy arrangements in order to
cater to community needs and lower profile sports with increasing
participation, this also opens up the option to look at grants as
facilities become multi-use (e.g. windsurfing club looking for facilities
with the possibility of co-tenancy with angling club).

•

Regional standard facilities to attract state/regional tournaments

•

Lack of women’s facilities. (e.g. Netball – most are footy/netball clubs
and the women have little sheds at best). There is an opportunity with
the latest state budget allocation of money for women’s facilities.

•

Inverloch Football Netball Club need resurfacing on second court to
cater for over flow numbers and also need lighting. Currently trying to
train five teams on one court as it’s the only one with lights.

•

A need for lighting projects at a number of facilities across the shire
For example, none of the three soccer clubs in Bass Coast have
lighting and are required to source alternative arrangements to
facilitate training. Lighting to enable greater capacity for netball
training is also a high priority.
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Top priorities for future sport and recreation provision in Bass Coast
over the next five to ten years.
•

Developing and upgrading existing facilities whilst encouraging
multi use of these facilities

•

Allowing developing sports with increasing participant numbers to
have access to community facilities as well as the traditional
sports

•

Ensuring that infrastructure that allows the greatest opportunity
for social & recreational sports participation is prioritised and
funded to an adequate level allowing for increased participation
as well as player & participant safety (e.g. completing walking,
and running paths along the foreshore tracks and cycling loops

•

Develop a Regional/State standard facility that could cater for
Regional/State standard events, this could become a ‘sports hub’
or precinct (e.g. Casey Fields facility).

•

Consideration given to developing Wonthaggi Recreation
Reserve further (e.g. planned aquatics facility upgrade and
greater indoor facility provision to cater for basketball and other
sports who could use the facility for training.

•

Consider upgrading and providing an athletics track and soccer
facility as well as other sporting facilities that are already in the
precinct.

AFL Gippsland – Information not provided
Growth across the Region and in Bass Coast
•

The townships of Inverloch Kongwak and Phillip Island considered
fielding two junior teams during 2015 and will more than likely have
the capacity next year.

•

Dalyston FNC have a Youth Girls team (13-18 years) and have
spoken about wanting to cater for an open aged Women’s team in
the future.

•

The numbers show that there is not a lot of growth in Bass Coast
overall over the past 3 years. There was a slight increase last year
but that has now returned back to a similar level as at 2013.

•

Across the region there has been some growth at the Auskick and
under 10 and under 12 level. There is a noticeable drop off when the
kids get to under 14,16 and 18 across the region and in Bass Coast.

Gaps in existing facility provision
•

Lighting – mainly training standard

•

Lack of accessible change room facilities – especially for females,
umpires etc

•

In some instances ground irrigation and surface improvements are
required.

Top priorities for future sport and recreation provision in Bass Coast
over the next five to ten years.
•

Ensuring that clubs and council work in partnership to maintain the
facilities to an appropriate level. Football clubs are so important to
local communities and its important that we continue to assist and
support the volunteers of clubs to ensure the facilities are maintained
for the community to enjoy.

•

Ensuring that clubs and recreation committees have up to date
master plans that clearly articulate the facility improvement priorities.
AFL Gippsland are very happy to assist Council with this process
moving forward.

•

Assist clubs where possible to improve the level of training lighting
and accessible change room facilities.
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Trends across the Region and in Bass Coast
•

There is some growth in the region at the younger age groups and
opportunity for greater growth in the western end of the region,
closer to the Pakenham area. There are also some growth areas in
South Gippsland and in particular those town close to the South
Gippsland Highway. There is also some growth in coastal towns, in
particular in Bass Coast towns like Inverloch and Phillip Island.

•

The real challenge is seeing participants moving from a junior
development program into a senior football club environment. There
is a lot of work being undertaken to strengthen the links between
development programs to junior and senior football clubs within AFL
Gippsland.

•

The significant investment that football has made in developing the
commissions to grow the game in regional areas has seen some
overall increases in participation, but there are still some local
challenges in areas where is a lack of growth, including in Bass
Coast.
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APPENDIX #9
LGA FACILITY PROVISION
BENCHMARKING
The following table provides a ratio of facility provision to population at a municipal level for comparable Local Government areas. The table does not
include the use of school facilities for organised sport and recreation with a summary of this usage provided on the following page.
The sports represented in red highlight where Bass Coast Shire Council’s provision for that sport/facility type is less than the average of all Councils
with these sports being cricket, AFL, outdoor netball, indoor courts, equestrian, tennis, outdoor and indoor swimming pools and synthetic lawn bowls
facilities. Green indicates where Bass Coast Shire Council’s facility provision is higher than other Councils.

Council

2015
Population

Cricket

AFL

Soccer

Outdoor
Netball

Indoor
Courts

Equestrian

Tennis

Outdoor
swimming

Indoor
swimming
Pools

Croquet

Bass Coast

32,321

12
(2,694)

5
(6,464)

6
(5,387)

14
(2,309)

4
(8,080)

3
(10,774)

37
(874)

0

1
(32,321)

4
(8,080)

5
(6,464)

3
(10,774)

6
(5,387)

Surf Coast
Shire

28,810

15
(1,921)

15
(1,921)

3
(9,603)

12
(2,401)

5
(5,762)

3
(9,603)

60
(480)

1
(28,810)

0
(NA)

Unable to
confirm

Unable to
confirm

4
(7,203)

9
(3,201)

South
Gippsland

28,297

22
(1,286)

13
(2,177)

6
(4,716)

27
(1,048)

13
(2,177)

9
(3,144)

75
(364)

4
(6,824)

3
(9,432)

5
(5,659)

4
(7,074)

7
(4,042)

8
(3,537)

East
Gippsland

44,516

19
(2,343)

20
(2,226)

3
(14,839)

27
(1,649)

5
(8,904)

11
(4,047)

100
(445)

2
(22,258)

2
(22,258)

4
(11,129)

Unable to
confirm

10
(4,452)

10
(4,452)

Warrnambool

34,393

15
(2,293)

9
(3,821)

4
(8,598)

22
(1,563)

5
(6,879)

4
(8,598)

36
(955)

1
(34,393)

1
(34,393)

2
(17,197)

8
(4,299)

1
(34,393)

1
(34,393)

Average

33,668

16.6
(2,108)

12.4
(3,322)

4.4
(8,629)

20.4
(1,794)

6.4
(5,261)

6
(5,611)

51.3
(624)

1.6
(21,043)

1.4
(24,049)

3
(11,223)

5.7
(3,129)

5
(12,173)

6.8
(10,194)

Provision above
average
Provision below
average

Lawn Bowls Lawn Bowls
Skate/BMX
(grass)
(synthetic)

Bass Coast Shire’s current sport/active recreation facility provision level across the board is
lower than neighbouring or comparable Councils, however with the exception of indoor highball
and aquatic facilities is meeting the general needs of sporting clubs and the wider Bass Coast
community.
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APPENDIX #10
BASS COAST SHIRE DEMOGRAPHICS
Bass Coast Township
Cowes - Ventnor and District
Inverloch - Pound Creek
North Wonthaggi
Wonthaggi - South Dudley - Cape Paterson
Phillip Island Balance
Rural Balance
San Remo
Waterline (Westernport Townships)
Total

Age Cohort

2015

2025

2031

Plus/Minus

% Increase

% of 2015

% of 2031

6,348
5,361
2,835
6,299
4,017
2,451
1,205
3,806
32,321

7,599
6,208
3,822
7,492
4,221
2,743
1,470
4,439
37,994

8,575
6,725
4,560
8,310
4,436
2,968
1,745
4,935
42,254

2,227
1,364
1,725
2,011
419
517
540
1,129
9,933

35%
25%
61%
32%
10%
21%
45%
30%
31%

19.6%
16.6%
8.8%
19.5%
12.4%
7.0%
3.7%
11.8%
N/A

20.3%
15.9%
10.8%
19.7%
10.5%
7.0%
4.1%
11.7%
N/A

% of 2031

2015

2025

2031

Plus/Minus

% Increase

% of 2015

0-4

1,884

2,167

2,426

542

29%

5.8%

5.7%

5 - 14

3,622

4,419

4,899

1,277

35%

11.2%

11.6%

15 - 24

2,909

3,282

3,695

786

27%

9.0%

8.7%

25 - 34

3,237

3,683

4,056

819

25%

10.0%

9.6%

35 - 44

3,813

4,535

5,052

1,239

32%

11.8%

12.0%

45 - 54

3,994

4,500

4,998

1,004

25%

12.4%

11.8%

55 - 64

4,793

5,301

5,807

1,014

21%

14.8%

13.7%

65 - 99

8,069

10,106

11,321

3,252

40%

25.0%

26.8%

Total

32,321

37,993

42,254

9,933

31%

N/A

N/A

2015

2025

2031

Plus/Minus

% Increase

% of 2015

% of 2031

0-4

Age Cohort

1,884

2,167

2,426

542

29%

5.8%

5.7%

5-14

3,622

4,419

4,899

1,277

35%

11.2%

11.6%

15-34

6,146

6,965

7,751

1,605

26%

19.0%

18.3%

35-54

7,807

9,035

10,050

2,243

29%

24.2%

23.8%

55+

12,862

15,407

17,128

4,266

33%

39.8%

40.5%

Total

32,321

37,993

42,254

9,933

31%

N/A

N/A

Source: Forecast.id July 2015
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PHILLIP ISLAND PLANNING AREA DEMOGRAPHICS
Planning Area

2015

2025

2031

Plus/Minus

% Increase

% of 2015

% of 2031

Phillip Island

11,568

13,290

14,755

3,187

28%

36%

35%

Phillip Island Planning Area Age Cohorts

2015

2025

2031

Plus/Minus

% Increase

% of 2015

% of 2031

655
1,243
940
1,146
1,393
1,451
1,746
2,994
11,568

741
1,460
997
1,223
1,552
1,578
1,977
3,762
13,290

831
1,612
1,108
1,346
1,716
1,726
2,161
4,255
14,755

176
369
168
200
323
275
415
1,261
3,187

27%
30%
18%
17%
23%
19%
24%
42%
28%

5.7%
10.7%
8.1%
9.9%
12.0%
12.5%
15.1%
25.9%
N/A

5.6%
10.9%
7.5%
9.1%
11.6%
11.7%
14.6%
28.8%
N/A

2015

2025

2031

Plus/Minus

% Increase

% of 2015

% of 2031

330
633
559
575
714
761
924
1,850
6,346

407
799
611
666
836
881
1,109
2,293
7,602

464
906
695
741
944
983
1,241
2,602
8,576

134
273
136
166
230
222
317
752
2,230

41%
43%
24%
29%
32%
29%
34%
41%
35%

5%
10%
9%
9%
11%
12%
15%
29%
N/A

5%
11%
8%
9%
11%
11%
14%
30%
N/A

2015

2025

2031

Plus/Minus

% Increase

% of 2015

% 0f 2031

262
523
326
442
531
546
630
756
4,016

258
529
337
419
529
528
642
977
4,219

276
549
349
443
548
543
654
1,074
4,436

14
26
23
1
17
-3
24
318
420

5%
5%
7%
0%
3%
-1%
4%
42%
10%

7%
13%
8%
11%
13%
14%
16%
19%
N/A

6%
12%
8%
10%
12%
12%
15%
24%
N/A

2015

2025

2031

Plus/Minus

% Increase

% of 2015

% of 2031

63
87
55
129
148
144
192
388
1,206

76
132
49
138
187
169
226
492
1,469

91
157
64
162
224
200
266
579
1,743

28
70
9
33
76
56
74
191
537

44%
80%
16%
26%
51%
39%
39%
49%
45%

5.2%
7.2%
4.6%
10.7%
12.3%
11.9%
15.9%
32.2%
N/A

5.2%
9.0%
3.7%
9.3%
12.9%
11.5%
15.3%
33.2%
N/A

0-4
5 - 14
15 - 24
25 - 34
35 - 44
45 - 54
55 - 64
65 - 99
Total

Cowes – Ventnor and District Age Cohorts
0-4
5 - 14
15 - 24
25 - 34
35 - 44
45 - 54
55 - 64
65 - 99
Total

Phillip Island Balance Age Cohorts
0-4
5 - 14
15 - 24
25 - 34
35 - 44
45 - 54
55 - 64
65 - 99
Total

San Remo Age Cohorts
0-4
5 - 14
15 - 24
25 - 34
35 - 44
45 - 54
55 - 64
65 - 99
Total

Source: Forecast.id July 2015
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NORTH MAINLAND PLANNING AREA DEMOGRAPHICS
Planning Area

2015

2025

2031

Plus/Minus

% Increase

% of 2015

% of 2031

North Mainland

6,257

7,179

7,904

1,647

26%

19%

19%

North Mainland Planning Area Age Cohorts

% of 2031

2015

2025

2031

Plus/Minus

%

% of 2015

0-4

337

355

392

55

16%

5.4%

5.0%

5 - 14

704

817

891

187

27%

11.3%

11.3%

15 - 24

534

550

612

78

15%

8.5%

7.7%

25 - 34

562

634

690

128

23%

9.0%

8.7%

35 - 44

784

898

996

212

27%

12.5%

12.6%

45 - 54

882

957

1,050

168

19%

14.1%

13.3%

55 - 64

1,047

1114

1,207

160

15%

16.7%

15.3%

65 - 99

1,407

1,854

2,066

659

47%

22.5%

26.1%

Total

6,257

7,179

7,904

1647

26%

N/A

N/A

2015

2025

2031

Plus/Minus

%

% of 2015

% of 2031

0-4

Waterline Age Cohorts

211

228

255

44

21%

5.5%

5.2%

5 - 14

406

512

566

160

39%

10.7%

11.5%

15 - 24

306

328

378

72

24%

8.0%

7.7%

25 - 34

306

358

396

90

29%

8.0%

8.0%

35 - 44

443

511

575

132

30%

11.6%

11.7%

45 - 54

546

598

663

117

21%

14.3%

13.4%

55 - 64

640

718

784

144

23%

16.8%

15.9%

65 - 99

949

1,185

1,317

368

39%

24.9%

26.7%

3,807

4,438

4,934

1,127

30%

N/A

N/A

2015

2025

2031

Plus/Minus

%

% of 2015

% of 2031

0-4

126

127

137

11

9%

5.1%

4.6%

5 - 14

298

305

325

27

9%

12.2%

10.9%

15 - 24

228

222

234

6

3%

9.3%

7.9%

25 - 34

256

276

294

38

15%

10.4%

9.9%

35 - 44

341

387

421

80

23%

13.9%

14.2%

45 - 54

336

359

387

51

15%

13.7%

13.0%

55 - 64

407

396

423

16

4%

16.6%

14.2%

65 - 99

458

669

749

291

64%

18.7%

25.2%

2,450

2,741

2,970

520

21%

N/A

N/A

Total

Rural Balance Age Cohorts

Total

Source: Forecast.id July 2015
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SOUTH MAINLAND PLANNING AREA DEMOGRAPHICS
Planning Area
South Mainland

South Mainland Planning Area Age Cohorts
0-4
5 - 14
15 - 24
25 - 34
35 - 44
45 - 54
55 - 64
65 - 99
Total

Inverloch Age Cohorts
0-4
5 - 14
15 - 24
25 - 34
35 - 44
45 - 54
55 - 64
65 - 99
Total

Wonthaggi Age Cohorts
0-4
5 - 14
15 - 24
25 - 34
35 - 44
45 - 54
55 - 64
65 - 99
Total

North Wonthaggi Age Cohorts
0-4
5 - 14
15 - 24
25 - 34
35 - 44
45 - 54
55 - 64
65 - 99
Total

2015

2025

2031

Plus/Minus

% Increase

% of 2015

% of 2031

14,497

17,520

19,590

5,093

35%

45%

46%

2015

2025

2031

Plus/Minus

%

% of 2015

% of 2031

892
1,676
1,435
1,529
1,638
1,662
1,999
3,666
14,497

1,071
2,143
1,736
1,825
2,083
1,965
2,209
4,488
17,520

1,202
2,397
1,974
2,020
2,338
2,221
2,437
5,001
19,590

310
721
539
491
700
559
438
1,335
5,093

35%
43%
38%
32%
43%
34%
22%
36%
35%

6.2%
11.6%
9.9%
10.5%
11.3%
11.5%
13.8%
25.3%
N/A

6.1%
12.2%
10.1%
10.3%
11.9%
11.3%
12.4%
25.5%
N/A

2015

2025

2031

Plus/Minus

%

% of 2015

% of 2031

329
613
355
588
631
529
843
1,471
5,359

356
694
496
585
741
657
857
1,822
6,208

386
736
541
641
783
711
954
1,970
6,722

57
123
186
53
152
182
111
499
1,363

17%
20%
52%
9%
24%
34%
13%
34%
25%

6.1%
11.4%
6.6%
11.0%
11.8%
9.9%
15.7%
27.4%
N/A

5.7%
10.9%
8.0%
9.5%
11.6%
10.6%
14.2%
29.3%
N/A

2015

2025

2031

Plus/Minus

% Increase

% of 2015

% of 2031

368
680
674
673
667
749
837
1,654
6,302

448
892
751
822
889
831
939
1,918
7,490

497
986
850
891
1,000
941
1,007
2,136
8,308

129
306
176
218
333
192
170
482
2,006

35%
45%
26%
32%
50%
26%
20%
29%
32%

5.8%
10.8%
10.7%
10.7%
10.6%
11.9%
13.3%
26.2%
N/A

6.0%
11.9%
10.2%
10.7%
12.0%
11.3%
12.1%
25.7%
N/A

2015

2025

2031

Plus/Minus

%

% of 2015

% of 2031

195
383
406
268
340
384
319
541
2,836

267
557
489
418
453
477
413
748
3,822

319
675
583
488
555
569
476
895
4,560

124
292
177
220
215
185
157
354
1,724

64%
76%
44%
82%
63%
48%
49%
65%
61%

6.9%
13.5%
14.3%
9.4%
12.0%
13.5%
11.2%
19.1%
N/A

7.0%
14.8%
12.8%
10.7%
12.2%
12.5%
10.4%
19.6%

N/A

Source: Forecast.id July 2015
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APPENDIX #11 – PROJECT PLANNING ARA PROJECTED
PARTICIPATION GROWTH 2015-2030
PHILLIP ISLAND PROJECT PLANNING AREA
Phillip Island Planning Area Forecast Sport and Active
Recreation Projected Growth 2015-2030
2,500
2,000
1,500
1,000
500
0

2015

SPORT / ACTIVE RECREATION
ACTIVITY
Cycling / BMX
Swimming
Tennis
Golf
AFL
Basketball
Netball
Soccer
Lawn Bowls
Cricket
Athletics
Hockey

2020

2025

2030

2015

2020

2025

2030

+/-

% Increase

1,651
1,511
771
573
400
383
351
349
328
294
79
74

1,777
1,604
818
595
426
402
367
359
363
308
83
76

1,889
1,710
873
637
453
428
390
383
399
327
89
81

2,051
1,859
949
694
492
465
424
417
439
356
97
88

400
348
178
121
92
83
72
68
111
62
18
14

24.3%
23.0%
23.1%
21.1%
23.1%
21.7%
20.6%
19.5%
34.0%
20.9%
22.2%
19.3%

Source: Forecast.id July 2015 and insideEDGE Participation Model
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NORTH MAINLAND PROJECT PLANNING AREA
North Mainland Planning Area Forecast Sport and Active
Recreation Projected Growth 2015-2030
1,200
1,000
800
600
400
200
0

2015

SPORT / ACTIVE RECREATION
ACTIVITY
Cycling / BMX
Swimming
Tennis
Golf
AFL
Basketball
Netball
Soccer
Lawn Bowls
Cricket
Athletics
Hockey

2020

2025

2030

2015

2020

2025

2030

+/-

% Increase

924
836
427
316
224
214
195
194
166
164
45
41

988
886
452
329
237
224
203
200
187
171
47
43

1,055
947
483
351
252
238
216
213
205
182
50
45

1,137
1,024
523
381
272
257
234
231
223
197
54
49

213
189
96
65
48
43
39
37
58
34
9
8

23.0%
22.6%
22.5%
20.4%
21.5%
20.2%
20.1%
18.9%
34.9%
20.5%
19.6%
18.6%

Source: Forecast.id July 2015 and insideEDGE Participation Model
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SOUTH MAINLAND PROJECT PLANNING AREA
South Mainland Planning Area Forecast Sport and Active
Recreation Projected Growth 2015-2030
3,500
3,000
2,500
2,000
1,500
1,000
500
0

2015

SPORT / ACTIVE RECREATION
ACTIVITY
Cycling / BMX
Swimming
Tennis
Golf
AFL
Basketball
Netball
Soccer
Cricket
Lawn Bowls
Athletics
Hockey

2020

2025

2030

2015

2020

2025

2030

Plus/Minus

%

2,129
1,906
978
745
545
527
479
478
393
397
111
99

2,392
2,107
1,080
812
612
588
532
527
437
435
124
110

2,644
2,319
1,190
896
681
654
591
587
485
477
138
122

2,896
2,539
1,303
984
749
721
650
647
533
521
152
134

768
633
325
239
204
193
172
169
140
124
41
35

36.1%
33.2%
33.3%
32.0%
37.5%
36.7%
35.9%
35.3%
35.6%
31.3%
37.0%
34.7%

Source: Forecast.id July 2015 and insideEDGE Participation Model
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APPENDIX #12
FACILITY PROVISION RATIOS
Sport
Indoor Aquatics

AFL

Reserve/Facility/Club

Number of Ovals,
Greens, Courts etc.

Total

2015 Facility
Provision Ratio

2031 Facility Provision Ratio
(if no development occurred)

Bass Coast Aquatic and Leisure Centre

1

1

1: 32,321

1: 42,254

Bass Recreation Reserve

1

Cowes Recreation Reserve

1

Dalyston Recreation Reserve

1

5

1: 6,464

1: 8,451

Inverloch Recreation Reserve

1

Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve

1

Inverloch Community Hub

1

Phillip Island Leisure Centre

1
4

1: 8,081

1: 10,564

San Remo Recreation Centre

1

Wonthaggi Aquatic and Leisure Centre

1

Bass Recreation Reserve

2

Cowes Recreation Reserve

1

Dalyston Recreation Reserve

1

Glen Alvie Recreation Reserve

1

Inverloch Recreation Reserve

1
12

1: 2,694

1: 3,521

McMahon Reserve

1

Newhaven Recreation Reserve

1

Rhyll Cricket Ground (privately owned)

1

Thompson Recreation Reserve

1

Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve

2

Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve

2
4

1: 8,080

1: 10,564

Bluegum Recreation Reserve

2

Basketball

Cricket

Croquet
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Sport

Reserve/Facility/Club

Harold Hughes Reserve (Corinella)
Inverloch Foreshore
Lawn Bowls

Number of Ovals, Greens,
Courts etc.

San Remo Recreation Reserve

1 (synthetic)

Phillip Island Leisure Centre

1

Bass Coast Aquatic and Leisure Centre

1

Bass Recreation Reserve

1

Cowes Recreation Reserve

2

Cape Paterson Sports Facility

1

Dalyston Recreation Reserve

2

Soccer

1: 5,282

2

1: 16,161

1: 21,127

18

1: 1,796

1: 2,348

6

1: 5,387

1: 7,042

2

Phillip Island Leisure Centre

1 (indoor)

San Remo Recreation Centre

1 (indoor)

Wonthaggi Aquatic and Leisure Centre

1: 4,041

1 (indoor)

Netball

Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve

8

2 (natural)

Leisure Centre

Inverloch Recreation Reserve

2031 Facility
Provision Ratio

2 (1 natural, 1 synthetic)
2 (synthetic)

Inverloch Community Hub

2015 Facility Provision
Ratio

1 (synthetic)

Phillip Island Bowling Club

Wonthaggi Bowls Club

Total

7
1 (indoor)

Newhaven Recreation Reserve

2

Thompson Reserve

2

Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve

2
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Sport

Reserve/Facility/Club

Cape Paterson Sports Facility

1

Cowes Recreation Reserve

4

Dalyston Recreation Reserve

Tennis

Number of Ovals,
Greens, Courts etc.

Total

2015 Facility Provision
Ratio

2031 Facility Provision
Ratio

37

1: 874

1: 1,142

6

1: 5,387

1: 7,042

1 (community use during
summer)

Glen Forbes Recreation Reserve

1

Grantville Recreation Reserve

2

Harold Hughes Reserve

2

Kernot Recreation Reserve

2

Newhaven Recreation Reserve

4

Rhyll Park

2

San Remo Recreation Reserve

4

Thompson Reserve

6

Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve

8

Cowes Recreation Reserve

1

Fred Gration Reserve (BMX only)

1

Inverloch Skate Park

1

Newhaven Recreation Reserve (half pipe)

1

Thompson Reserve (BMX only)

1

Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve

1

Skate/BMX
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APPENDIX #13
FACILITY AUDIT SUMMARY
As part of the Bass Coast Sport and Active Recreation Needs
Assessment, Bass Coast Shire Council commissioned insideEDGE
Sport and Leisure Planning to conduct in-field condition
assessments of all AFL, cricket, netball (indoor and outdoor),
soccer, tennis, lawn bowls and croquet facilities across the Shire.
A key driver for Council was to collect detailed facility information
to guide the future planning and development of Council’s key
sporting reserves. Audit information will assist Council in prioritising
future project delivery, support external funding applications and
guide future capital investment. Information obtained during audits
has also helped inform and prioritise future sport and active
recreation provision recommendations found in the implementation
section (section 6) of this report.
All facility and site information was captured using insideEDGE’s
Sports Facility Audit tool (SFA). SFA is a tablet based data capture
technology that locates facilities, assesses provision and
conditions, analyses compliance with Australian Standards and
preferred facilities guidelines.
SFA analyses the condition of core facility amenities and captures
the number and associated attributes of a facility’s main pavilion,
lighting, playing surfaces, irrigation infrastructure, change rooms,
amenities, grounds and surrounds, car parking and features of
adjacent land areas.
The following pages provide a summary of existing on and off-field
infrastructure and amenities at Council’s key sporting venues for
AFL, cricket, netball, soccer, tennis lawn bowls and croquet.
Assessments were also conducted of indoor highball courts at both
Council and several school facilities across the Shire. Detailed
PDF site reports for each venue have also been provided
separately for Council’s information.
The adjacent table provides a list of facilities that were audited as
part of the development of the Sport and Active Recreation Needs
Assessment.

SPORT
Reserve

AFL

Cricket

Bass





Cowes





Dalyston







Inverloch







Wonthaggi





Glen Alvie
Newhaven

Tennis

Soccer

Bowls /
Croquet

Highball
Court





















Grantville



Rhyll



San Remo



Thompson
(Inverloch)

Netball













Inverloch
Foreshore



Harold
Hughes
(Corinella)



Wonthaggi
Bowls



Bass Coast
Leisure
Centre





Inverloch Hub





PI Leisure
Centre





Blue Gum
(Cowes)
McMahon
(Wonthaggi)






School
BVPS



WPS



WNPS
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AFL
OVAL AND GROUND AMENITIES

Football Ratings Schedule

DRAINAGE SYSTEM (OUT OF 4)

CURRENT FACILITY CONDITION RATINGS
HOME AND AWAY CHANGE ROOM RATINGS
CHANGE ROOM SIZE (OUT OF 5)
Greater than 90m2

5
4

55m2-75m2

3

45m2-55m2

2
1
SHOWER TYPE (OUT OF 6)

RATING

Lockable cubicle

6

Unlockable cubicle

2

Open

1
CHANGE ROOM OVERALL CONDITION (OUT OF 10)

4

Drainage functional but requires improvement

3

Drainage system present but dysfunctional

2

RATING

75m2-90m2

Less than 45m2

RATING

Drainage in good operating and efficient condition

RATING

Excellent condition (as new)

10

No drainage provided

1

Unable to provide accurate assessment (No Rating Provided)
CENTRE CRICKET WICKET PROFILE (OUT OF 6)

NRP
RATING

No pitch or drop in wicket

6

Turf wicket well maintained

5

Turf wicket with some coverage and hardness issues

4

Synthetic pitch

4

Turf wicket with issues and poor coverage
IRRIGATION SYSTEM (OUT OF 2)

2
RATING

Good condition (some wear)

8

Moderate (considerable wear but still comfortable for players)

6

Automatic irrigation system

2

Poor (multiple quality issues identified, is reaching end of life)

4

Hose / manual irrigation

1

Very Poor (significant quality issues identified, needs immediate attention)

2

No irrigaton

UMPIRE CHANGE ROOM RATINGS
SHOWER TYPE (OUT OF 6)

6

Unlockable cubicle

2

Open

1
RATING

Yes

10

No

0
UMPIRE CHANGE ROOM OVERALL CONDITION (OUT OF 10)

NRP

RATING

Lockable cubicle

SUITABLE FOR FEMALE USERS (OUT OF 10)
(i.e. lockable shower cubicles, separate change area for females and pan toilets)?

0

Unable to provide accurate assessment (No Rating Provided)
OVAL SURFACE CONDITION - OVERALL RATING (OUT OF 15)

RATING

Excellent condition (as new)

15

Good condition (some wear)

10

Moderate (considerable wear but still playable)

8

Poor Quality (multiple quality issues identified, oval is reaching end of life)

4

Very Poor Quality (safety concerns identified, oval at end of life and requires attention)

2

RATING

OVAL FENCED (OUT OF 1)

RATING

Excellent condition (as new)

10

Good condition (some wear)

8

Yes

1

Moderate (considerable wear but still comfortable for umpires)

6

No

0

Poor (multiple quality issues identified, is reaching end of life)

4

Very Poor (significant quality issues identified, needs immediate attention)

2

PAVILION / SOCIAL ROOM RATINGS
PAVILION / SOCIAL ROOM SIZE (OUT OF 10)
Greater than 200m2

RATING

SPORTS LIGHTING (OUT OF 15)

RATING

300+ lux

15

150 - 300 lux

12

100 - 149 lux

10

10

150m2-200m2

8

100m2-150m2

6

50 - 99 lux

8

Less than 100m2

4

Less than 50 lux

5

No social/community room

0
PAVILION / SOCIAL ROOM OVERALL CONDITION (OUT OF 10)

RATING

Excellent condition (as new)

10

Good condition (some wear)

8

Moderate (considerable wear but still comfortable for spectators/players)

6

Poor (multiple quality issues identified, is reaching end of life)

4

Very Poor (significant quality issues identified, needs immediate attention)

2

No lighting provided

0

Unable to provide accurate assessment (No Rating Provided)
SITE FENCED (OUT OF 1)

NRP
RATING

Yes

1

No

0
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AFL facility condition ratings

BASS COAST

Reserve

Wonthaggi
Recreation Reserve

Bass Recreation
Reserve

Inverloch
Recreation Reserve

Cowes Recreation
Reserve

Home Change Room

Primary Club /
Shower
Size
User
Type

Away Change Room

Social
Room

Umpires

Cond.
Shower Overall Shower
Size
Rating
Type Rating
Type

Female
Suitability

Oval and Amenities

Overall
Overall
Overall
Wicket
Oval
Site
Size
Drainage
Irrigation Surface
Lighting
Rating
Rating
Profile
Fence
Fence
Rating

RATING
% OF
TOTAL
TOTAL
OUT OF
RATING
132

Wonthaggi
Power Football
Netball Club

5

1

8

3

1

4

1

0

8

8

8

4

4

2

15

1

NRP

1

74

56%

Kilcunda Bass
Football Netball
Club

1

1

6

2

1

6

2

0

4

8

8

4

4

1

10

1

NRP

1

60

45.5%

Inverloch Kongwak
Football Netball
Club

2

1

4

1

1

4

2

0

6

8

8

4

4

1

10

1

NRP

1

58

44%

Phillip Island
Football Netball
Club

4

1

4

3

1

4

No umpire facilities
(works scheduled for 2016)

6

8

4

4

2

15

1

NRP

1

56

42%

1

1

6

1

1

4

4

4

2

4

2

10

1

NRP

1

48

36%

Dalyston Football
Netball Club
Dalyston
Recreation Reserve

2

0

4

SUMMARY COMMENTS
•

The majority of player and umpire change rooms and supporting amenities (e.g. showers, toilets) are substandard and do not meet
preferred facility guidelines.

•

Generally speaking the size, condition and functionality of social room facilities is adequate for local level AFL needs.

•

Playing surfaces across all grounds are considered to be fit for purpose with ‘some wear’ (mainly in high traffic areas (e.g. goals squares,
interchange bench).
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NETBALL
Netball Ratings Schedule

Netball facility condition ratings
BASS COAST

CURRENT FACILITY CONDITION RATINGS
NETBALL AMENITIES (out of 10)

Reserve

Primary Club / User

Change
facilities

Courts

Overall
Rating

Court
lighting

Overall
Rating

RATING
TOTAL
OUT OF 40

% OF
TOTAL
RATING

Excellent (as new)

10

Inverloch –
Kongwak Football
Netball Club

NRP

15

23

57%

8

Inverloch Recreation
Reserve

8

Good (some wear)
Moderate (considerable wear but still comfortable for users)

6

Dalyston Recreation
Reserve

Dalyston Football
Netball Club

8

NRP

10

20

50%

6

NRP

10

16

40%

NRP

NRP

8

10

25%

Under
construction

NRP

6

6

15%

2

NRP

2

NRP

NRP

Poor to Very Poor Quality (multiple quality issues identified)

4

Rated poorly by all stakeholders (significant quality issues identified)

2

No netball amenities provided

0
MAIN NETBALL COURT (out of 15)

Excellent (as new)

15

Good (some wear)

10

Moderate (considerable wear but still playable)

8

Poor to Very Poor Quality (multiple quality issues identified, court is reaching end of
life)

4

Rated poorly by all stakeholders (safety concerns identified, court at end of life and
requires attention)

2

No netball court provided

0

Kilcunda Bass
Bass Recreation
Football Netball
Reserve
Club
Wonthaggi Power
Wonthaggi Recreation Football Netball
Reserve
Club
Phillip Island
Cowes Recreation
Football Netball
Reserve
Club
Wonthaggi Recreation WDNA
Reserve

•

With the exception of Dalyston Recreation Reserve and to a lesser degree
Inverloch Recreation Reserve, provision of change facilities for netball
clubs requires priority attention, in particular Wonthaggi Recreation
Reserve.

•

Overall court surface condition is considered moderate with Cowes and
Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve ranked priority sites for court
redevelopment works.

SPORTS LIGHTING NETBALL (out of 15)
Indoor: 1500 lux (Australian standard for televised matches)

15

Indoor: 700 to 800 lux (Australian Standard for indoor competition level)

15

Outdoor: 200 lux (Australian Standard for outdoor competition level)

15

Outdoor: 100 lux (Australian standard for outdoor recreational level)

10

Nil lighting

0
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CRICKET
Facility Condition Ratings
BASS COAST

Reserve

Pavilion / clubrooms

Excellent

Good

Moderate

Centre wicket

Poor

Excellent

Good

Moderate

Practice facilities (netting)

Poor

Excellent

Good

Moderate

Practice facilities (pitches)

Poor

Excellent

Good

Moderate

Poor

Bass Recreation Reserve

Cowes Recreation Reserve

Dalyston Recreation Reserve

Glen Alvie Recreation Reserve

Inverloch Recreation Reserve

Net 1 & 2

McMahon Reserve

NRP

Newhaven Reserve

Thompson Recreation Reserve

NRP

Turf

Synthetic

Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve Oval 1

Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve Oval 2

Net 3

Turf

within 3 years

•

The general condition of cricket clubrooms/pavilions is considered adequate for club level cricket.

•

Centre wickets (turf and synthetic) across all grounds are rated as being in good condition with the
majority not recommended for replacement within the next 5 years.

•

Training facility netting is poor across most sites with some improvements also required to the
condition of synthetic pitches.
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TENNIS
Facility Condition Ratings
INFRASTRUCTURE RENEWAL RECOMMENDATIONS
TO 2025

TOTAL
NO. FLOODLIT COURTS

HIERARCHY

LIGHTING
RENEWAL

SURFACE
RENEWAL

COURT
REBUILD

FENCING
RENEWAL

NET POSTS
TO REPLACE

2015 PROVISION

TOTAL
NO. COURTS

LOCATION

Cowes Recreation Reserve

4

4

Local

4

4

0

4

4

Grantville Recreation Reserve

2

0

Local

0

0

2

2

2

Newhaven Recreation Reserve

4

0

Local

0

4

0

4

4

Rhyll Park

2

0

Local

0

2

0

2

2

San Remo Recreation Reserve

4

4

Local

4

4

Thompson Reserve

6

6

Local

4

Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve

8

8

District

6

FACILITY LOCATION

2

2

0

4

2

4

2

0

6

2

6

2

0

6

2

4

2

6

2

within 3 years

•

The condition of tennis court playing surfaces across the Shire requires attention with Grantville,
Wonthaggi, San Remo and Thompson Reserve courts all recommended for replacement over the next 35 years. The tennis court facilities at Grantville Recreation Reserve are ranked the poorest across the
Shire with priority court rebuilding works recommended for this site.

within 4-5 years
within 6-10 years
10+ years

2
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SOCCER
Facility Condition Ratings

BASS COAST

Pavilion / clubrooms

Compliance information

Pitch condition

No. of pitches

Reserve

Excellent Good Moderate

Poor

Excellent Good Moderate

Poor

Orientation
Run off
(North/
(>3m)
South)

Fencing
(<900mm)

Covered team
Two change
benches
rooms per pitch

McMahon Reserve

2

Yes

No

No fencing

No

No

Newhaven Reserve

2

Yes

No

No fencing

No

No

Wonthaggi Recreation Reserve

2

Yes

Yes

No fencing

No

No

•

Playing surfaces for soccer were assessed as being in reasonably good condition but a number of non
compliance issues were identified, in particular the provision of adequate run off areas from playing field
boundaries). This is due to the current provision of soccer facilities having to be retrofitted and Council not
having a purpose built soccer facility.

within 3 years
within 4-5 years
within 6-10 years
10+ years
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LAWN BOWLS AND CROQUET
Facility Condition Ratings

BASS COAST

Pavilion / clubrooms

Surface condition

Compliance information

Bank condition

Surface type
Lawn Bowls

Harold Hughes Reserve

Inverloch Bowling Club

Excellent Good Moderate Poor

Excellent Good Moderate Poor Excellent Good Moderate Poor

Ditch depth Ditch width
Bank height
(200mm(50mm(<230mm)
380mm)
200mm)

Synthetic

Synthetic Grass Synthetic

Grass

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Phillip Island Bowling Club

Synthetic

Yes

Yes

No

San Remo Recreation Reserve

Synthetic

Yes

No

Yes

Grass

No

Yes

Yes

Wonthaggi Bowling Club

•

Current lawn bowls and croquet building infrastructure is aged and generally reached the end of their
life. Croquet facilities are not meeting the needs of tenant clubs and Wonthaggi is the only bowling
club without access to a synthetic surface.

within 3 years
within 4-5 years
within 6-10 years
10+ years
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HIGHBALL COURT
Facility Condition Ratings

BASS COAST

Estimated court surface age (years)
Total no.
of courts

Indoor

Line marking condition rating

Surface condition rating

Compliance
information
(for netball)

Outdoor

Reserve

1-3

3-5

5-10

10+

Excellent

Good

Moderate

Poor

Excellent Good Moderate

Poor

Run off
(>3.05m)

Bass Coast Aquatic and
Leisure Centre

1

1

Bass Valley Primary

3

1

Inverloch Community Hub

1

1

Wonthaggi North Primary
School

3

1

Phillip Island Leisure Centre

1

1

San Remo Recreation
Reserve

1

1



No

Wonthaggi Primary School

1

1



No

•



No


(both
Indoor &
outdoor)

2

All courts

All
courts



2


(outdoor)


(indoor)

No

No

All courts

All
courts



No

No

All existing courts have non compliant run-offs when assessed against competition netball standards
and there is a need for the future provision of multi-court indoor high ball facilities across the Shire.

within 3 years
within 4-5 years
within 6-10 years
10+ years
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APPENDIX #14
SKATE PARK FACILITY AUDIT
SUMMARY
To help support Needs Assessment findings and future directions
relating to future skate park facility provision, audits were
conducted on Bass Coast Shire’s four skate park/ramp facilities.
Audits assessed the location, usability, safety and overall suitability
of skate facilities.
The following page provides a very high level summary of existing
skate park facility condition and suitability for the four sites listed
below:

•
•
•
•

Cowes Skate Park
Newhaven skate ramp

Inverloch Skate Park
Wonthaggi Skate Park
Newhaven Skate Ramp

Inverloch Skate Park
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Bass Coast Skate Facility Audit Summary
Support Facility Provision (e.g.
shelter, car parking, water tap)

Surface Condition
Site

Skill Level

Construction
Exc.

Cowes
Skate Park

Concrete, in situ.

Inverloch
Skate Park

Concrete, in situ.

Wonthaggi
Skate Park

Concrete, in situ.

Newhaven
Skate Ramp

Drainage

Good

M’rate

Poor



(moderate to poor)

Timber frame with
metal surface,
plywood
platforms.




Exc.

Good




M’rate

Poor



Exc.

Good

M’rate

Poor



•
•
•

Beginner
Intermediate
Advanced



•
•
•

Beginner
Intermediate
Advanced

•
•

Intermediate
Advanced

•
•

Intermediate
Advanced




Beginner / Intermediate /
Advanced



As highlighted by the above table, the surface condition of both the Cowes and Inverloch Skate Park facilities are substandard and require priority
maintenance/redevelopment works. Drainage (water pooling) is an issue across all skate park/ramp facilities while supporting infrastructure provision
in the form of car parking, shelter, access to toilets and drinking taps is considered good across all sites.
Detailed PDF site reports for each venue have been provided separately for Council’s information.
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