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Registration information 
What is kindergarten central 
registration? 
Central registration is a single point for families 
to register for kindergarten, meaning families 
only need to complete one registration form to 
apply for multiple kindergarten services in Bass 
Coast. See the Kindergarten Information Kit and 
Kindergartens Guidelines for more information. 

How do I register? 
For three and four-year-old kindergarten, you 
will need to register online using Council’s 
Kindergarten Central Registration System each 
year, in the year prior to starting. 
basscoast.vic.gov.au/kinder  

If you are having difficulties accessing our Online 
Registration Form, hardcopy registration forms 
are available from: 

• Council offices 
• Kindergartens 
• Maternal and Child Health Services 
• Supported Playgroups 

 

 

 

 

Or contact council for assistance on 03 5671 
2211 or kinder@basscoast.vic.gov.au.  

When can I register? 
See the Guidelines for more information. 

Registrations Dates Offers 

First Round 
Open 1 May 
- Close 30 

June 

First Round offers 
made first week of 
August (offer valid 

for 2 weeks)  

Second 
Round 

Open 1 July - 
Close 31 
August 

Second Round offers 
made first week 

October (offer valid 
for 2 weeks) 

Subsequent 
registrations 

After the second round, registrations 
will be processed weekly or on an as 
needs basis.  

What is the difference between 
registering and enrolling? 
Registration and enrolment is a 4-step process. 
You register with Council through the 
Kindergarten Central Registration System and 
after you receive your offer, you can then enrol 
directly with your kindergarten.   

Refer to the image below. 

 

 

 

 

  

https://d2n3eh1td3vwdm.cloudfront.net/general-downloads/Social-and-Community-Planning/2021-06-18-FINAL-Kindergarten-Central-Registration-Kindergarten-Information-Kit-for-families.pdf
https://d2n3eh1td3vwdm.cloudfront.net/general-downloads/Social-and-Community-Planning/2021-06-03-FINAL-Central-registration-guidelines-for-funded-kindergarten.pdf
https://www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/community-support-services/children-and-parents/register-your-child-for-3-or-4-year-old-kindergarten
https://forms.enrolnow.com.au/210327782838967?
https://forms.enrolnow.com.au/210327782838967?
mailto:kinder@basscoast.vic.gov.au
https://d2n3eh1td3vwdm.cloudfront.net/general-downloads/Social-and-Community-Planning/2021-06-03-FINAL-Central-registration-guidelines-for-funded-kindergarten.pdf
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My child is already attending 
three-year-old kindergarten. Do 
I still need to register for four-
year-old? 
Yes, you will need to complete a new 
registration for four-year-old kindergartens and 
selected your preferred programs.  

Which kindergartens can I 
register with through central 
registration? 
The following kindergarten participating in 
central registration 

• Bass Valley Childrens Centre - Corinella 

• Bass Coast Children’s Centre - Wonthaggi 

• Drysdale Street Kindergarten 

• Inverloch and District Preschool 

• McKenzie Street Childcare (Nurture One) 

• Phillip Island Early Learning Centre 

• Newhaven Kindergarten (under construction 
by State Government to be ready in 2023) 

• Nurture One Cowes Childrens Centre 

• San Remo Preschool 

• White Road Kindergarten 

I am already attending long day 
care at my preferred 
kindergarten. Do I need to 
register through Council? 
Please check with your long day care centre. 
Some long day care centres might ask you to 
register through Council but other centres might 
be able to register you directly into their 
kindergarten program. 

Do I need my child’s birth 
certification or immunisation 
statement to complete a 
registration? 
No, we have tried to keep the registration form 
as simple as possible so you do not need to 
provide this information to complete a 
registration form. 

You will need to provide these documents to 
your kindergarten when completing your child’s 
enrolment. 
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Fees  

Do I have to pay for my 
children to attend 
kindergarten? 
Yes, most families will be required to 
contribute to the cost of their child attending 
kindergarten.  

The State Government provides funding to 
kindergarten services to help with the cost of 
your child attending.  The funding does not 
cover the full cost of delivering kindergarten 
programs and families are required to pay 
kindergartens fees to cover the gap. 

How much are the fees and 
when and how do I pay?  
The kindergarten fees are paid to the 
kindergarten service provider. The fees at each 
kindergarten differ as each kindergarten has 
different running costs; offering varying 
programs.  

All fee enquiries and payments need to be 
directed to your kindergarten. Council does 
not govern kindergarten costs or collect 
payment for any program fees. 

Are some children eligible for 
free kindergarten? 
Yes, some families are eligible for Kindergarten 
Fee Subsidy (KFS) meaning they can access free 
or low-cost kindergarten. Families that meet 
one or more of the criteria below are eligible 
for Kindergarten Fee Subsidy: 

• if your child identifies as Aboriginal and/or 

Torres Strait Islander 

• if your child is identified on their birth 

certificate as being a multiple birth child 

(triplets or more). 

• If the parent/guardian holds a valid 

pension or concession card 

To find out if you’re eligible go to 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/child-
care-kindergarten/Pages/how-much-
kindergarten-cost.aspx or speak to the 

Kindergarten Registration 
Team or kindergarten 
service provider. 

 

  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/child-care-kindergarten/Pages/how-much-kindergarten-cost.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/child-care-kindergarten/Pages/how-much-kindergarten-cost.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/child-care-kindergarten/Pages/how-much-kindergarten-cost.aspx
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About kindergarten 

Why is kindergarten important? 
Kindergarten provides children with quality 
early childhood education programs and 
benefits that apply for school and for life. 

Which type of kindergarten is 
right for my child?  
Every family is different. This means the 
kindergarten program you choose should be a 
good fit with your child and family.  

More information about the types of programs 
and how to choose a kindergarten program can 
be found in the Kindergarten Information Kit. 

Types of kindergarten 
programs 
Bass Coast Kindergartens offer different types 
of three and four-year-old kindergarten 
programs including: 

• Sessional kindergarten in a stand-alone 
kindergarten 

• Sessional kindergarten within a long day 
care service  

• Integrated kindergarten and long day care 

More information about the types of 
kindergarten programs can be found in the 
Kindergarten Information Kit. 

What is a rotational program 
model? 
A rotational model can help meet increased 
local demand when registrations for an age 
group exceed the number of approved places 
for the kindergarten. A rotational session 
structure may be achieved by allocating children 
into smaller groups which are combined on a 
particular day to form a larger group - meaning 
your child’s small group could attend their third 

session with a different group of children to the 
first two days. 

How many hours a week does 
my child go to kindergarten? 
From 2022, children in Bass Coast Shire have 
access to two years of part-funded 
kindergarten program led by a qualified teacher.  

From 2023, at least 7.5 hours of a part-funded 
three-year-old kindergarten program is 
available and will scale up to reach 15 hour per 
week by 2029. 

Children attending their second year of 
kindergarten (commonly known as four-year 
old) will be able to attend 15 hours per week. 

To attend a kindergarten program, children 
must be three on or before 30 April in the year 
they will be starting, although some children 
are eligible and may benefit from attending 
kindergarten the following year.  

When does kindergarten start?  
Kindergarten generally starts the same week as 
school terms. Your kindergarten will let you 
know your days and times. Any questions about 
your program should be directed to them. 

If you are attending kindergarten at a long day 
care centre term dates might not apply.  

https://d2n3eh1td3vwdm.cloudfront.net/general-downloads/Social-and-Community-Planning/2021-06-18-FINAL-Kindergarten-Central-Registration-Kindergarten-Information-Kit-for-families.pdf
https://d2n3eh1td3vwdm.cloudfront.net/general-downloads/Social-and-Community-Planning/2021-06-18-FINAL-Kindergarten-Central-Registration-Kindergarten-Information-Kit-for-families.pdf
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When should my child 
start kindergarten? 

How old should my child be 
when they start kindergarten? 
Children must be three years old by 30 April in 
the year they start kindergarten.   

Below is a table outlining the year your child is 
eligible to commence kindergarten based on 
their birthdate, however you may wish to 
consider more information about when to 
start. See the Kindergarten Information Kit and 
Children Born January to April for more 
Information. 

Year eligible to attend kindergarten 

If your child 
was born 
between 

Year 
eligible to 

attend    
3-year-old 

kinder 

Year 
eligible to 

attend    
4-year-old 

kinder 

Year 
eligible to 

attend 
school 

1 May 2018 — 
30 Apr 2019 2022 2023 2024 

1 May 2019 — 
30 Apr 2020 2023 2024 2025 

1 May 2020 — 
30 Apr 2021 2024 2025 2026 

1 May 2021 — 
30 Apr 2022 2025 2026 2027 

 

Children Born January to April 
Families with children born between January 
and April will have the choice of which year 
their child commences kindergarten. Your 
decision can be critical with long reaching 
implications for your child. 

See the Kindergarten Information Kit for 
information on three-year-old kindergarten and  
when to send your child to kindergarten.   

Where can I get advice? 
If you are unsure about the best time for your 
child to start kindergarten, you can speak to: 

• A kindergarten educator  
• Maternal and Child Health 
• Pre-School Field Officer  

You can also contact the Kindergarten Central 
Registration Team on (03)5671 2211 or 
kinder@basscoast.vic.gov.au  

Refer to the Kindergarten Information Kit for 
more information. 

What if my child needs another 
year of kindergarten? 
Some children are eligible for second year of 
funded four-year-old kindergarten. 

If your child has been professional diagnosed 
with additional needs or you have any concerns 
these needs to be raised with the educators as 
soon as possible. Options for referral and 
support strategies can then be put in pace. 
Early childhood educators work with families to 
support children with additional needs and 
provide advice about options, including access 
to a second year of four-year-old kindergarten. 

Applications for a second year of four-year-old 
kindergarten will be completed by your child’s 
kindergarten teacher and must be approved by 
the Department of Education and Training 

https://d2n3eh1td3vwdm.cloudfront.net/general-downloads/Social-and-Community-Planning/2021-06-18-FINAL-Kindergarten-Central-Registration-Kindergarten-Information-Kit-for-families.pdf
https://d2n3eh1td3vwdm.cloudfront.net/general-downloads/Social-and-Community-Planning/2021-06-18-FINAL-Kindergarten-Central-Registration-Kindergarten-Information-Kit-for-families.pdf
mailto:kinder@basscoast.vic.gov.au
https://d2n3eh1td3vwdm.cloudfront.net/general-downloads/Social-and-Community-Planning/2021-06-18-FINAL-Kindergarten-Central-Registration-Kindergarten-Information-Kit-for-families.pdf
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Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Children 
Free kindergarten is available for all children of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander descent. 

The Kindergarten Fee Subsidy for children of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander descent is 
available to all families attending a funded 
kindergarten services. 

Koorie Kids Shine  
Koorie Kids Shine was launched by the 
Victorian Government to help promote 
participation by Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait 
Islander children in kindergarten.   

In kindergarten your child will learn to build 
their own sense of identity and how their own 
culture relates to the diversity in the world 
around them.  

Kindergartens work hard to create culturally 
safe places for Koorie children and families and 
include Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
perspectives in the learning curriculum and 
environment.  

You are encouraged to talk with your child’s 
teacher about your own cultures and beliefs, 
and how these can be incorporated into the 
activities at kindergarten.  

Additional support at 
kindergarten 

Early Start Kindergarten 
Research shows an early start and more time at 
kindergarten prepares children for success at 
school and has a positive impact later in life. 
Early Start Kindergarten (ESK) provides 15 

hours of free or low-cost kindergarten to 
eligible three year old children. 

Children that are aged three by 30 April in the 
year they will be attending kindergarten, and 
meet one or more of the following criteria are 
eligible for ESK: 

• Your family has had contact with Child 
Protection or The Orange Door. 

• Your child is Aboriginal and/or Torres 
Strait Islander. 

• Is from a refugee or asylum seeker 
background. 

Refer to the Kindergarten Information Kit or 
the Kindergarten Guidelines for more 
information on benefits and eligibility.  

My child has a disability and/or 
high medical needs 
All children should have the opportunity to 
attend kindergarten regardless of their ability. 

Kindergartens can apply for additional 
resources to assist with the inclusion of 
children with a disability and/or high medical 
needs. 

These include 

• Preschool Field Officer 

• Kindergarten Inclusion Support packages 

Refer to the Kindergarten Inclusion Support 
Program (KIS) for further information. 

 

  

https://d2n3eh1td3vwdm.cloudfront.net/general-downloads/Social-and-Community-Planning/2021-06-18-FINAL-Kindergarten-Central-Registration-Kindergarten-Information-Kit-for-families.pdf
https://d2n3eh1td3vwdm.cloudfront.net/general-downloads/Social-and-Community-Planning/2021-06-03-FINAL-Central-registration-guidelines-for-funded-kindergarten.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/professionals/needs/Pages/kinderinclusion.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/professionals/needs/Pages/kinderinclusion.aspx
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Allocation and offer of 
kindergarten places  
For more detailed information on how the 
allocation and offer process works please read 
our Kindergarten Central Registration 
Guidelines. 

Who gets priority for 
kindergarten places and how 
are places allocated? 
Kindergarten places are not allocated based in 
order of registration date i.e. ‘first in best 
dressed’.  

Places are allocated in collaboration with the 
kindergartens and according to priorities set by 
the Department of Education and Training 
(DET) and an agreed local criteria.  

Children who meet DET’s Priority of Access 
criteria will always receive the highest priority, 
followed by children meeting the local 
criteria or special consideration.  

Places will be offered in order of highest 
priority to lowest and are allocated via a 
computer-generated selection process. When 
there are numerous registrations of the same 
priority, randomised computer-generated 
allocation based on the available kindergarten 
places is completed. 

For more information on the local criteria or 
special consideration refer to Appendix 1 of 
the Kindergarten Guidelines on Council’s 
website. 

Can I change my preferences? 
You can change your preferences until the 
registration closing date in the year prior to 
your child starting at kindergarten. Changes 
after this date are subject to availability of 
places. 

To change your preference, contact the 
Kindergarten Registration Team. 

What happens if my child 
misses out on my first 
preference? 
You will be offered a place based on your other 
preferences. You will be offered the 
opportunity to remain on the waitlist for your 
preferred kindergarten place. 

The waitlist will be maintained until the start of 
Term 1. 

If we are unable to offer you a place in any of 
your preferences, you will be contacted to 
discuss other options available. 

What if I don’t want to change 
my preference and only want 
my first preference? 
Your registration will be moved to an 
unallocated registration and be involved in 
randomised selection for any available places 
that may arise at your preferred kindergarten 
as they become vacant. There is no guarantee 
that places will become available and there may 
be others on the waitlist. 

https://d2n3eh1td3vwdm.cloudfront.net/general-downloads/Social-and-Community-Planning/2021-06-03-FINAL-Central-registration-guidelines-for-funded-kindergarten.pdf
https://d2n3eh1td3vwdm.cloudfront.net/general-downloads/Social-and-Community-Planning/2021-06-03-FINAL-Central-registration-guidelines-for-funded-kindergarten.pdf
https://d2n3eh1td3vwdm.cloudfront.net/general-downloads/Social-and-Community-Planning/2021-06-03-FINAL-Central-registration-guidelines-for-funded-kindergarten.pdf
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What if there are not enough 
kindergarten places? 
Many families will receive a kindergarten place 
at a kindergarten of their choice. In areas 
where kindergarten places are limited, there 
may be difficulty in allocating places at the 
preferred kindergarten. 

Council and the Department of Education and 
Training have been working to ensure 
additional kindergarten capacity is available in 
Bass Coast. We will continue to monitor 
demand and work with both kindergartens and 
the Victorian Government to consider further 
infrastructure requirements for the provision of 
kindergarten across the municipality. 

Can I find out where I am on 
the waitlist? 
Unfortunately, we cannot provide this as the 
waitlist is constantly changing. We are unable 
to predict how many parents will accept offers 
or how many offers will become available for 
any kindergarten. 

There is a lot of movement between 
kindergarten due to family circumstances 
changing (e.g. moving in and out of the 
municipality) or cancellations. 

I have received a kindergarten 
offer - what next? 
Once you have been allocated a place you will 
receive an email offer with three options: 

• Accept offer 
• Accept offer but remain on waitlist 
• Decline offer and remove from waitlist 

 
Accept offer 
If you choose to accept your offer, you will 
secure a place and your kindergarten will 
contact you to complete enrolment. All 
communication will now be with your 
kindergarten. For any information regarding 
timetables or group information please refer 
directly to your kindergarten. 

Accept offer but remain on waitlist 
If you select this option, you will secure your 
accepted place but will remain on the waitlist 
for your preferred kindergarten until the 
beginning of Term 1. If a place becomes 
available in your kindergarten of preference, 
places will be offered as per the computer-
generated allocation process. From the start of 
Term 1 this waitlist will no longer be 
maintained. 

Decline offer and remove from waitlist 
If you decline your place, we will make your 
kindergarten registration inactive and will not 
send any further offers.  
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My child isn’t ready for 
kindergarten 
If you decide your child isn’t ready to start 
kindergarten in the year you have registered, 
we can cancel your registration for that year. 
You will need to complete a new online 
registration form in the following year, as 
government requirements can change, and 
additional information may be required. If your 
child was registered to attend four-year-old 
kindergarten, you may choose for your child to 
attend a three-year-old program instead subject 
to availability. 

A decision about whether your child is ready to 
start kindergarten must be made prior to 
commencing, as once your child starts, that 
year will be their part-funded year of 
kindergarten. 

Refer to Children Born January to April for 
more information. 

Can I keep the kindergarten 
offer for the next year instead? 
Unfortunately, if you decide before the start of 
the kindergarten year, to defer your child’s 
attendance until the following year, you will 
need to register again for the following year. It 

is best to make that decision early as once your 
child starts kindergarten that year will be their 
part-funded year of kindergarten. 

Support and information around deferring is 
available from kindergarten educators, 
information sessions and if you have 
developmental concerns, you may also wish to 
speak to your MCH nurse.  

What happens if I do not 
respond to my offer? 
If you do not respond to your emailed offer 
within two weeks, a courtesy telephone call will 
be made prior to the child’s place being 
cancelled. This means they will not receive any 
further offers at preferred or other preference 
kindergartens. It is important that we have your 
correct contact details to ensure your place is 
not forfeited.  
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