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All eligible children in Bass Coast Shire have access to two years of funded kindergarten prior to 

starting school.  

Funded kindergarten means the State Government provides funding to kindergarten services to help 

with the cost of your child attending.  The funding does not cover the full cost of delivering 

kindergarten programs and families are required to pay kindergartens fees to cover the gap.  

We will refer to funded kindergarten from now on as part-funded kindergarten. 

Some families are eligible for the Kindergarten Fee Subsidy meaning they can access free or low-cost 

kindergarten. Families that meet one or more of the criteria below are eligible for the Kindergarten 

Fee Subsidy: 

• if your child identifies as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 

• if your child is identified on their birth certificate as being a multiple birth child (triplets or 

more). 

• If the parent/guardian or child holds a valid pension or concession card 

Each kindergarten service charges different fees. Please contact your preferred kindergarten directly 

for further information about fees and eligibility for exemptions. 

More information can be found in: 

• The Kindergarten Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

• The Central Registration Guidelines 

 

https://d2n3eh1td3vwdm.cloudfront.net/general-downloads/Social-and-Community-Planning/2021-06-18-FINAL-Kindergarten-Central-Registration-FAQs.pdf
https://d2n3eh1td3vwdm.cloudfront.net/general-downloads/Social-and-Community-Planning/2021-06-03-FINAL-Central-registration-guidelines-for-funded-kindergarten.pdf
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What is kindergarten?  
Kindergarten provides an environment in which 

children’s development is stimulated and 

encouraged by bachelor qualified early 

childhood teachers and qualified educators.  

Kindergarten encourages children to develop a 

love of learning, through indoor and outdoor 

play, based on their interests, ideas and real-life 

experiences. This includes activities such as 

cooking, gardening and investigating the world, 

plus everyday routines, and transitions, such as 

mealtimes, rest times and group times.  

It is anticipated that, through participation in a 

kindergarten program, every Victorian child will:  

• have a strong sense of identity 

• relate to and contribute to their world 

• have a strong sense of wellbeing 

• will be confident and involved learners 

• will be effective communicators 

Research shows that the benefits of quality early 

childhood education programs apply for school 

and for life.  

Two years of part-funded 

kindergarten 

All eligible children in Bass Coast Shire 

now have access to two years of 

part-funded kindergarten prior to 

starting school. The 

progressive rollout of State 

Government funded 

three-year-old 

kindergarten 

commenced in 

Bass Coast in 

2022.  

The rollout will provide children with access to 

at least 7.5 hours of part-funded three-year-old 

kindergarten. These program hours will increase 

to 15 hours a week by 2029. 

Not all kindergarten services in Bass Coast will 

be able to offer 15 hours of three-year-old 

kindergarten immediately. The number of hours 

offered will depend on the capacity of the 

kindergarten buildings and the availability of 

qualified teachers and educators to run 

kindergarten programs. 

All children eligible for their second year of 

funded kindergarten (commonly known as four-

year-old) will have access to 15 hours of 

kindergarten each week. 
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Types of kindergarten programs 

Sessional kindergarten in a stand-alone 

kindergarten 

Sessional kindergarten usually refers to a 

kindergarten program that operates for specific 

days and hours each week. In most instances, 

the same children attend on the same days.  

For example, kindergarten may be Monday, 

Wednesday, and Friday from 9:00am - 2:00pm 

each day.  

The following kindergartens offer sessional 

kindergarten: 

• Inverloch and District Preschool (YMCA) 

• White Road Kindergarten (YMCA) 

• Drysdale Street Wonthaggi (YMCA)  

• San Remo Pre-School  

Sessional kindergarten within a long day 

care service 

Sessional kindergarten within a long day care 

centre usually means the hours of kindergarten 

are the same each day. Before and after care can 

also be included for those who require this 

option on one or more days (at an additional 

cost and subject to availability). For example, 

children can attend just the kindergarten 

program ie 9:00am - 2:00pm each day and 

access a long day care session before or after. 

Sessional kindergarten within a long day care 

setting may not have the same 

educators/children each day. 

The before and after kindergarten care may be 

an option but would need to be discussed with 

the kindergarten service directly.  

The following kindergartens offer sessional 

kindergarten within a long day care setting: 

• Bass Valley Children’s Centre (bestchance) 

• Phillip Island Early Learning Centre 

(Cowes Primary School) 

Integrated kindergarten and long day care 

Integrated kindergarten usually refers to 

kindergarten within a long day care facility (e.g., 

they can provide care from 6:30am to 6:30pm). 

These centres usually charge by the day with a 

government childcare subsidy (CCS) instead of 

term fees. For example, kindergarten hours may 

be 8:30am - 2:00pm with qualified teachers and 

educator, but the child can access the wrap-

around care before and after the program. You 

will be able to claim your childcare subsidy 

when this occurs.  

The following kindergartens offer long day care: 

• Bass Coast Children’s Centre, Wonthaggi 

• Nurture One Cowes Childcare 

• McKenzie Street Children’s Centre 

(Nurture one)  

• Island Kids (Cowes)* 

• Inverloch Childcare * 

* Island Kids and Inverloch Childcare do not 

participate in Central Registration. Please 

contact them directly to register for 

kindergarten. 

Rotational program model 

A rotational model can help meet increased 

local demand when registrations for an age 

group exceed the number of approved places 

for the kindergarten. A rotational session 

structure may be achieved by allocating children 

into smaller groups which are combined on a 

particular day to form a larger group - meaning 

your child’s small group could attend their third 

session with a different group of children to the 

first two days. 

Choosing a kindergarten program  

Every family is different. This means the 

kindergarten program you choose should be a 

good fit with your child and family. Once you 

have a shortlist of kindergarten programs, 
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contact the services to find out if they are 

holding open days or information sessions, or 

make an appointment to visit. 

This is a great way to get a ‘feel’ for each 

program, to ask questions and to share 

information about your child. You can also find 

out about the days and times the kindergarten 

program runs, how to enrol your child and any 

fees charged and subsidies available. Visit more 

than one program if you can and try not to rely 

only on what other families say.  

How do I choose the right kindergarten? 

The kindergarten that is closest to your 

residence is usually the best option. This 

ensures that the child builds a good community 

connection and will likely know children when 

transitioning into Primary School. However, 

regardless of proximity, kindergarten is a 

personal choice based on what each 

kindergarten offers within their program room 

and outside in the play area. It is recommended 

that you visit kindergartens of interest to 

compare and assist you in deciding which would 

be more suitable for your child. 

Suggested questions to ask a potential 

kindergarten? 

• How will the educators work with you to 

support your child’s learning? 

• What opportunities will there be to 

discuss your child’s progress? 

• How does the program encourage positive 

behaviour?  

• behaviour?   
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When should I send my 

child to kindergarten?

Research shows that engaging children in high-

quality learning experiences can improve their 

learning and development outcomes, emotional 

wellbeing, their longer-term educational and 

social outcomes, and life experiences. 

It is vital that children receive these benefits 

when they are emotionally and socially ready for 

the experience. 

All children are eligible to attend two years of 

part-funded kindergarten in the two years 

before starting school. Some children will be 

eligible for a third year of part-funded 

kindergarten prior to starting school. To be 

eligible, the child must be assessed as having 

development delays in key outcome areas of 

learning and development. See 

https://www.vic.gov.au/does-my-child-need-

second-year-kindergarten for more information. 

For children born between January and April, it 

is recommended to consider what age you 

would like your child to commence Primary 

School and work backwards.  

The table below shows when a child is eligible 

to access three and four-year-old kindergarten, 

or use the online “When to start Three-Year-

Old Kindergarten” calculator to find when your 

child is eligible to start kindergarten. 

 

Table 1: Which year is my child eligible to attend kindergarten? 

If your child was born 

between 

Year eligible to 

attend 3-year-old 
kindergarten 

Year eligible to 

attend 4-year-old 
kindergarten 

Year child will 

attend school 

1 May 2018 — 30 Apr 2019 2022 2023 2024 

1 May 2019 — 30 Apr 2020 2023 2024 2025 

1 May 2020 — 30 Apr 2021 2024 2025 2026 

1 May 2021 — 30 Apr 2022 2025 2026 2027 

1. Children will not be able to attend a part-funded kindergarten program until they turn three years 

old, or you might be charged a higher fee. This is due to the national regulations of a minimum 

educator to child ratio for children under three years old, which is 1:4.  Some services will not 

have the required ratios to support children until they turn 3.  
2. Bass Coast Children's Centre is unable to accommodate children who are not 3 years of age 

when kindergarten commences in Term 1. 

3. Children that have been assessed as having significant developmental delays in two areas will be 

able to access a second year of four-year-old kindergarten. 
4. Children are required to start school by the time they turn six. If your child will turn six during 

their last year of kindergarten you will need to apply for a School Exemption. Your kindergarten 

will be able to assist you with this exemption. 

https://www.vic.gov.au/does-my-child-need-second-year-kindergarten
https://www.vic.gov.au/does-my-child-need-second-year-kindergarten
https://www.vic.gov.au/give-your-child-the-best-start-in-life#when-to-start-three-year-old-kindergarten
https://www.vic.gov.au/give-your-child-the-best-start-in-life#when-to-start-three-year-old-kindergarten


 

Version 2 – April 2022 (ED21/3999)  Page 5 of 23 

Children Born January to April 

In line with school starting age, families with 

children born between January and April will 

have the choice of which year their child starts 

kindergarten. This means for three-year-old 

kindergarten, a child may attend as a younger 

child, two turning three years old or as an 

older child, three turning four years old. This 

then follows on to four-year-old kindergarten 

and Primary School. 

Some parents choose to wait an extra year if 

their child is born between January and April. 

The conversations about when a child is ready 

for kindergarten and school need to take place 

before the child begins their funded 

kindergarten year. Once a child commences 

kindergarten that will be considered one of 

their kindergarten years. 

Given that most children only have access to 

two years of kindergarten and they must then 

go to school the following year, it is very 

important that consideration is given to when 

a younger child (born 1 January and 30 April) 

will commence kindergarten.  

Families with children born between January to 

April may be contacted by Council or a 

Preschool Field Officer to discuss the options 

available to them. 

It is recommended to consider what age you 

would like your child to start Primary School 

and work backwards.  

You can use the online “When to start Three-

Year-Old Kindergarten” calculator to find 

when your child is eligible to start 

kindergarten.  

How do I know if my child is ready 

for kindergarten? 

There are many factors to consider when 

thinking about sending your child to 

kindergarten, including emotional maturity and 

social confidence. 

Questions to ask yourself include: 

• Can they separate easily from me? 

• Can other people understand them? 

• Can they express their needs clearly?  

• Do they have the stamina to attend and 

enjoy a full kindergarten session? 

Please speak to an early childhood educator at 

a kindergarten, long day care, Maternal and 

Child Health, and Preschool Field Officer if you 

are unsure of your child’s readiness. They can 

provide valuable information to parents about 

when to begin the more formal educational 

journey.  

You can also contact the Kindergarten 

Registration Team on (03)5671 2211 or 

kinder@basscoast.vic.gov.au  

 

file://///BCS-PROFILES01/users/SionaJ/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/You%20can%20use%20the%20online%20
file://///BCS-PROFILES01/users/SionaJ/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/You%20can%20use%20the%20online%20
mailto:kinder@basscoast.vic.gov.au
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Early Start 

Kindergarten and Koori 

Kids Shine 
Early Start Kindergarten and Koori Kids Shine 

gives eligible children 15 hours of free or low-

cost kindergarten a week. 

To be eligible, your child must be three by 30 

April in the year they will start kindergarten, 

and meet one of the following: 

• your child is Aboriginal or Torres Strait 

Islander 

• your family has had contact with any 

child protection services 

• your family is from an asylum seeker or 

refugee background  

Early Start Kindergarten 

Research indicates that early and sustained 

participation in quality education and care is 

especially beneficial for vulnerable children and 

can improve lifelong social, learning and 

development outcomes. 

In recognition of this, the Department of 

Education and Training provides funding for 

eligible children to attend a free or low-cost 

kindergarten program for the two years before 

school. 

Koorie Kids Shine 

Koorie Kids Shine was launched by the 

Victorian Government to help promote 

participation by Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait 

Islander children in kindergarten.  

In kindergarten your child will learn to build 

their own sense of identity and how their own 

culture relates to the diversity in the world 

around them. 

Kindergartens work hard to create culturally 

safe places for Koorie children and your family 

and include Aboriginal perspectives in the 

learning curriculum and environment. 

You are encouraged to talk with your child’s 

teacher about your own cultures and beliefs, 

and how these can be incorporated into the 

activities at kindergarten. 

Susan Simpson is the Koorie Preschool 

Assistance for Bass Coast Shire, South 

Gippsland Shire and Baw Baw Shire. 

Susan can assist with registrations, 

aboriginality, free birth certificates, supporting 

in care team meetings to talk about what sort 

of education your child is receiving at kinder. 

Susan will follow your child all the way through 

kinder to the first day of term 1 at School. 

If you would like Susan’s support please 

contact her on 03 5662 5150 or 0448 144 584 

or by email susan.simpson@vt.uniting.org    

 

 

  

mailto:susan.simpson@vt.uniting.org
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Fees and kindergarten 

subsidies 

What is the cost of kindergarten? 

Most families are required to contribute 

to the cost of kindergarten.  

In Bass Coast, all kindergarten providers 

charge different fees depending on their 

operating model and costs. Some 

kindergartens charge a flat rate per term, while 

other kindergartens who offer before and 

aftercare (long day care) may have a flat rate 

per day. The kindergarten service providers 

will be able to give you the most cost-effective 

option for your family. 

For more information, contact your preferred 

kindergarten service or visit: 

www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/parents/ki

ndergarten  

Families not eligible for the Kindergarten Fee 

Subsidy will be required to pay an attendance 

fee set by each kindergarten to cover the ‘gap’ 

between the Government subsidy and the cost 

of running the program.  

Kindergarten Fee Subsidy (KFS) 

Families may be eligible for free or low-cost 

kindergarten as part of the Victorian 

Government’s commitment to provide all 

children with access to a high-quality 

kindergarten program in the two years before 

starting school. The kindergarten fee subsidy 

provides eligible three-year-old and four-year-

old children with access to a kindergarten 

program for up to 15 hours per week.  

Your family is eligible for the kindergarten fee 

subsidy: 

• if your child identifies as Aboriginal and/or 

Torres Strait Islander 

• if your child is identified on their birth 

certificate as being a multiple birth child 

(triplets or more). 

Families are also eligible if the child holds, or 

have a parent or guardian who holds, one of 

the following: 

• a Commonwealth Health Care Card 

• a Commonwealth Pensioner Concession 

Card 

• a Department of Veterans Affairs Gold 

Card or White Card 

• Refugee or Asylum Seeker visa (200-204, 

786 or 866) 

• Bridging visas for any of the above Refugee 

or Asylum Seeker visas. 

 

  

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/parents/kindergarten
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/parents/kindergarten
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Immunisation 

Immunisation programs in Victoria have been 

extremely effective in reducing vaccine 

preventable diseases. However, diseases such 

as measles and whooping cough continue to 

occur in the community, indicating that 

immunisation levels are not optimal. 

Do I need proof of immunisation 

when registering for kindergarten? 

No, proof of immunisation is not required to 

complete your kindergarten registration.  

However, when you complete your enrolment 

you will need to provide proof of 

immunisation. 

Do I have to immunise my child?  

To improve childhood immunisation rates, the 

Victorian Government has amended the Public 

Health and Wellbeing Act 2008. This means 

kindergarten services can’t confirm a child’s 

enrolment unless the parent/carer has 

provided documentation that shows the child: 

• is fully vaccinated for their age 

• is on a recognised catch-up schedule if 

they have fallen behind with vaccinations  

• has a medical reason not to be vaccinated 

‘Conscientious objection’ to vaccination is not 

an exemption.  

A child cannot attend kindergarten until 

documentation is provided. See no-jab-no-play 

What immunisation documents do 

I provider when enrolling? 

Your kindergarten will require a copy of your 

child’s Immunisation History Statement from 

the Australian Immunisation Register (AIR) as 

evidence of their immunisation status. You can 

get copy of your child’s statement by 

contacting AIR: 

• phone 1800 653 809 

• email acir@humanservices.gov.au 

• visit Medicare Australia online 

https://my.gov.au. (quickest way)  

• visit a Medicare or Centrelink office 

For help visit: www.health.gov.au/health-

topics/immunisation  

What if my child can’t be 

vaccinated for medical reasons? 

A medical doctor determines if a child has a 

medical reason (i.e. anaphylactic reaction to a 

vaccine ingredient) to not receive a specific 

vaccine/s. This is a medical contraindication. 

A doctor completes, signs and submits an 

Immunisation Medical Exemption Form to the 

AIR who will update the child’s record. An 

Immunisation History Statement showing 

which vaccine/s the child is unable to receive 

and indicating the due date for other 

vaccinations is available for enrolment. 

Overseas vaccines 

Children vaccinated overseas must have their 

vaccine records assessed and be offered 

vaccination as required. Record overseas 

vaccines by submitting the AIR Immunisation 

History form. This can be submitted by your 

Immunisation Provider/GP. The AIR updates 

the child’s record and parents can request an 

Immunisation History Statement indicating due 

dates for future vaccinations for enrolment. 

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/campaigns/no-jab-no-play
https://my.gov.au/
http://www.health.gov.au/health-topics/immunisation
http://www.health.gov.au/health-topics/immunisation
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Kindergarten Central 

Registration System 

What is the Central Registration 

System (CRS) for funded 

kindergarten? 

Kindergartens are partly funded by the State 

Government through the Department of 

Education and Training (DET). 

Part-funded kindergarten is offered at all 

kindergartens and long day care centres in 

Bass Coast. Council does not manage any 

kindergarten services. They are managed by 

either not-for-profit volunteer committees, 

not-for-profit early years managers or private 

enterprises. 

The CRS is a single point for families to 

register for all participating * kindergartens, 

meaning families only need to complete one 

registration form to apply for multiple 

kindergarten services within Bass Coast.  

Council uses an equitable application and 

allocation process for families to access 

kindergartens within the municipality.  

* not all kindergarten service providers participate in 

Central Registration.  

What can I expect from the 

Central Registration System (CRS)? 

Council recognises that 

supporting the healthy 

development of children has 

significant long-term benefits 

for building strong, resilient 

communities. 

The CRS is provided on 

behalf of participating 

committee, early years 

managed and private 

operators of kindergarten service in Bass 

Coast Shire Council. 

The CRS aims to: 

• Ensure the maximum number of children 

receive their kindergarten preference 

• Provide a transparent and equitable 
allocation process 

• Support the registration and provision of 
part-funded kindergarten places 

• Maintain relevant data to ensure the 

effective future planning of services 

Families register for kindergarten through the 

CRS and can identify up to three local 

kindergartens of their choice and participate in 

the allocation process. This provides a 

streamlined, transparent and fair allocation 

process.  

Allocation of kindergarten places 

Each registration will nominate three 

preferences for kindergarten programs. 

Children will be allocated to kindergarten 

programs in accordance to priorities set by the 

Department of Education and Training and an 

agreed local criteria.  

You can read more about how places are 

allocated in Appendix 2: Priority of Access and 

Local Criteria 

Registrations are not allocated based on date 

of registration received ie “first in best 

dressed”. 
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How to register 
You will need to register online using Council’s 

Kindergarten Central Registration System in 

the year prior to your child starting. 

www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/kinder.  

A new registration form needs to be 

completed for each year they are attending 

kindergarten.  

If you are having difficulties accessing our 

Online Registration Form, hardcopy 

registration forms are available from: 

• Council offices 

• Kindergartens 

• Maternal and Child Health Services 

• Supported Playgroups 

Or contact council on 03 5671 2211 for 

assistance. 

 

You can use the online “When to start Three-

Year-Old Kindergarten” calculator to find 

when your child is eligible to start kindergarten 

or refer to When should I sent my child to 

kindergarten?   

Registration dates 

Registrations Dates Offers 

First round 
Open 1 May - 

Close 30 June 

First Round offers 

made first week 

of August  

Second 

round 

Open 1 July - 

Close 31 August 

Second Round 

offers made first 

week of October 

Subsequent 

registrations 

After the second round, registrations 

will be processed weekly or on an as 

needs basis.  

Registrations may be submitted for the 

remainder of the year but will not be included 

in the first or second round of allocations 

unless they are received by the required date.   

Refer to Appendix 1 - Registration, Allocation 

and Enrolment Process or the Central 

Registration Guidelines for a more detailed 

explanation of the Registration Process. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/kinder
file://///BCS-PROFILES01/users/SionaJ/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/You%20can%20use%20the%20online%20
file://///BCS-PROFILES01/users/SionaJ/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/You%20can%20use%20the%20online%20
http://www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/kinder
http://www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/kinder
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Participating kindergartens in Bass Coast Shire 
Bass Coast manages a central registration process for the participating kindergartens listed below.   

All these kindergartens offer three and four-year-old kindergarten and are happy for you to enquire 

and tour the facility directly during your decision-making process.  

More detailed information about each kindergarten is provided on the following pages. 

Corinella  

• Bass Valley Children’s Centre (sessional kindergarten within long day care) 

Wonthaggi 

• Bass Coast Children’s Centre (long day care)  

• Nurture One, McKenzie Street Children’s Centre (long day care)  

• Drysdale Street Kindergarten (sessional) 

• White Road Kindergarten (sessional)  

Phillip Island/San Remo 

• Phillip Island Early Learning Centre (sessional within long 

day care service) 

• Nurture One, Cowes Children’s Centre (long day care) 

• Newhaven Kindergarten – under construction by State                                          

Government and due to open in 2023 

• San Remo Pre School (sessional) 

Inverloch 

• Inverloch and Districts Pre School (sessional) 

Non-participating kindergartens include: 

• Inverloch Childcare Centre – 03 5674 6694 

• Island Kids (Cowes) — 03 5952 1781 

Enquiries for these kindergarten providers are to be made directly with                                                    

the service. 
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Bass Valley Children’s Centre - Corinella 

60 Corinella Road, Corinella 3984 

p: 03 5613 8000 

e: bassvalleycc@bestchance.org.au 

w: www.bestchance.org.au/kindergartens/corinella/bass-valley-childrens-

centre/ 

Sessional within long day care 

Situated alongside Bass Valley Primary School. Our centre focusses strongly on community, 

environment and family.  We have a multipurpose space, children’s library, community garden 

and consulting rooms for family healthcare professionals. 

Our program offers a holistic approach to learning by providing all children with experiences 

appropriate to their stage of development to promote positive learning outcomes. Children are 

supervised by experienced childcare professionals in bright and spacious playrooms. This positive 

environment encourages constructive learning, imaginative play and the development of social 

skills.  

  

http://www.bestchance.org.au/kindergartens/corinella/bass-valley-childrens-centre/
http://www.bestchance.org.au/kindergartens/corinella/bass-valley-childrens-centre/


 

Version 2 – April 2022 (ED21/3999)  Page 13 of 23 

Nurture One Cowes Children’s Centre 

245 Church Street, Cowes 3922 

p: 03 5952 6322 

e: cowes@nurtureone.com.au 

w: www.nurtureone.com.au/centres/cowes-childcare/ 

Long day care 

Cowes Children’s Centre is located close to town and is a state-of-the-art building with nicely 

equipped rooms.  

Our three-year-old kinder room offers a large space with plenty of experiences and room to 

explore. Our four-year-old kinder room is spaced just right for a small group to have a 

curriculum geared towards interest and school preparation and readiness.  

Our care and education service is open from 6:30am to 6:00pm and provides quality long day 

care and education.  

  

http://www.nurtureone.com.au/centres/cowes-childcare/
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Phillip Island Early Learning Centre 

161 Settlement Road, Cowes 3922 

p: 03 5952 1747 

e: info@pielc.com.au 

w: https://www.pielc.com.au/ 

Long day care 

At Phillip Island Early Learning Centre, we view children as being inquisitive, full of curiosity and 

wonder. They are strong, competent, and intellectual. They are creators, imaginative thinkers 

and problem solvers. They are ready to learn and make sense of their world. 

We take a holistic approach in our daily programs to ensure they are inclusive and child initiated 

and allow free flow between indoor and outdoor learning spaces. This encourages decision 

making and promotes your child’s sense of being. 

We have a strong focus on providing a natural and aesthetically pleasing environment. Children 

are supported in the exploration of their natural environment, enhancing their curiosity and 

wonder to ensure strong foundations are created to empower them in their future learning and 

development. 

• Indoor/outdoor program 

• Bush kinder 

• Vegie gardens 

• Partnerships with Aged Care 

• Community Pantry 

• Sustainable Clothing Rack 

• Special Needs Equipment Library 

• Bilingual Library and Micro-Library 

• Literacy and Learning Bags 

• Toy Library 

Our Approved Provider is Cowes Primary School, and we are a not-for-profit centre, providing 

services for families for Phillip Island and surrounding districts.   

  

https://www.pielc.com.au/
https://www.pielc.com.au/
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San Remo Pre School 

23 Back Beach Road, San Remo, 3925 

p: 03 5678 5347 

e: san.remo.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au 

Sessional 

We are a community run standalone Preschool (no day care) and run by a committee of 

management nominated each year at the November AGM. As a community run kindergarten we 

make decisions that reflect our community. 

We are responsible to our community and have built wonderful connections, relationships and 

networks for families. 

We are not-for-profit and any profit is reinvested to benefit the children.  

San Remo preschool gives families the opportunity to get involved and meet people in the 

community.   

We enjoy several social gatherings throughout the year commencing with our annual “meet and 

greet" to ensure families feel welcome and belong. 

When your child attends San Remo Preschool you have the opportunity to give back to the 

community by joining our parent run Committee of Management. 

  

mailto:san.remo.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au
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Bass Coast Children’s Centre      

244 White Road, Wonthaggi 

p: 03 5672 5151 

e: bass.coast.cc@kindergarten.vic.gov.au 

Long Day Care 

Our kindergarten program is included within our service - opening hours: 6:40am -6:00pm. We 

value early childhood education as the foundation for lifelong learning. Children in our care are 

respected as unique individuals and we consider the welfare and wellbeing of every child as 

paramount. We run a unique nature-based setting with diverse and engaging educational 

programs. The kindergarten children also enjoy regular outings within the programs to the 

Wonthaggi Community Gardens and Rose Lodge Aged Care. Our service has established strong 

and sustained partnerships to enhance our holistic approach in supporting families and every 

child's individual needs. 

Well-balanced nutritional meals are provided, and menus are assessed as meeting  

requirements of the Healthy Eating Advisory Service "Menu Planning Guidelines 

for Long Day Care". 

  

mailto:bass.coast.cc@kindergarten.vic.gov.au
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Nurture One McKenzie Street Children’s Centre 

106 McKenzie Street, Wonthaggi 3995 

p: 03 5672 4688 

e: mckenziestreet@nurtureone.com.au 

w: www.nurtureone.com.au/centres/wonthaggi-childcare/ 

Long day care 

At our centres, we offer an active and exciting kindergarten or preschool program with 

passionate Early Childhood Teachers, the convenience of meals and extended hours to fit in with 

your busy days.  

Our kindergarten program is the perfect way to support your child’s school readiness in an 

exciting, engaging way. We look forward to empowering your child as they take the leap into the 

next stage of life. We provide fantastic and unique programs that your child will be sure to enjoy, 

including our Beach Kinder program and regular Sport program. 

Our high-quality programs encourage social interactions between all children, enabling them to 

make friends for the years to come. 

With large outdoor learning environments, children have plenty of space to explore and play 

with friends. 

We also provide nutritious meals for healthy growing bodies. 

  

http://www.nurtureone.com.au/centres/wonthaggi-childcare/
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Drysdale Street Kindergarten 

27 Drysdale Street, Wonthaggi 3995 

p:   03 4311 1510  

e:   DrysdaleSt@ykinders.org.au  

w:  https://earlyyears.ymca.org.au/Centres/WonthaggiDrysdaleStreet 

Sessional 

Our beautiful, bright kindergarten, co-located with Wonthaggi Primary School, offers an inviting 

environment for young learners within our community. Our kinder has an outdoor haven and 

welcoming play spaces that cater to the needs of active children whilst also providing special 

places for solace and serenity. 

Our educators are truly passionate about the vital role they play in the lives of every child. They 

strive to create a warm and welcoming environment, collaborating with families in sharing the 

vision of having happy, healthy children with an enthusiastic disposition for learning and a sense 

of enjoyment and wonder in being involved in LIFE! 

Our team of carers look forward to building relationships with each and every family, believing 

that the experience of kindergarten will lay positive foundations for the years of education 

ahead.  

Throughout kindergarten, every child will explore, experiment, discover and gain essential skills 

that will pave the way for the wonderful journey of life! Through their connection with our 

community, the children celebrate diversity, grow in their respect for themselves and others, 

gain confidence and skills, experience a sense of belonging within a group and begin to 

understand the value of relationships and the need to live harmoniously with one another.   

Through our integrated approach to learning, the children piece together the great puzzle of life 

and share in the once-in-a-life-time joys of kindergarten.  

  

 

mailto:DrysdaleSt@ykinders.org.au
https://earlyyears.ymca.org.au/Centres/WonthaggiDrysdaleStreet
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White Road Kindergarten 

136 White Road, Wonthaggi North 3995 

p: 03 4329 0491   

e: WhiteRD@ykinders.org.au  

w: https://earlyyears.ymca.org.au/Centres/WonthaggiWhiteRoad 

Sessional 

Our kindergarten offers safe and innovative learning spaces both indoors and outdoors, which 

promote exploration, independence, and creativity within the programs.  

The programs build on the individual and group interests of the children; provide the foundation 

for the children's development in literacy and numeracy skills; foster their thirst for learning and 

curiosity; enhance their social and emotional skills; and help to provide meaningful and 

purposeful experiences within their journey of learning. 

We recognise that "the child is at the centre surrounded by family, kin and early childhood 

professionals who support children's learning and development." (VEYLDF, 2016, p.3). We 

believe it is important to develop each child's strong sense of identity in close collaboration with 

the family and the local community. Through these connections children feel a sense of belonging 

to the broader group; learn to respect themselves and others through understanding diversity, 

and build on skills that promote their independence, confidence, social, investigation and 

problem-solving abilities. 

Our programs include: 

• indigenous and cultural teachings 

• special visitors 

• special themed days 

• a variety of incursions and excursions to enhance children's learning and development 

• orientation process for the beginning of each year 

  

 

mailto:WhiteRD@ykinders.org.au
https://earlyyears.ymca.org.au/Centres/WonthaggiWhiteRoad
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Inverloch and Districts Pre School 

2 Edgar Street, Inverloch 3996 

p: 03 4311 1544   

e: Inverloch@ykinders.org.au 

w: https://earlyyears.ymca.org.au/Centres/Inverloch 

Sessional 

We have a long history of providing quality programs to the children and families. 

In 2019, we celebrated 50 years in our current location.  

The YMCA and Educators are supported in our community by a Parent Advisory Group 

comprised of parents and family members of current children who attend the centre. The Parent 

Advisory Group's main focus is fundraising for our Pre-School. 

Our educational programs are play-based and focus on children's strengths, needs and interests. 

The learning experiences provided for children are set up in beautiful and inviting ways. Equal 

importance is placed on both the inside and outside learning environments. 

We build strong respectful partnerships with children and families, and we have close ties with 

the local community. We have a strong partnership with the Inverloch Primary School which 

assists in children’s successful transition to school. 

 

mailto:Inverloch@ykinders.org.au
https://earlyyears.ymca.org.au/Centres/Inverloch
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Appendix 1 - Registration, Allocation and 

Enrolment Process  

 

•Registration can be completed online at www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/kinder or 
hardcopy forms available.

•Council staff and kindergarten staff can assist families who are having difficulty 
with the registration process.

•Families that are eligible for the Kindergarten Fee Subsidy will be required 
to provide their relevant concession card reference number or Visa reference 
number during registration.

•Confirmation of receipt of registration will be sent via email as the preferred 
method. If families do not have an email address, confirmation will be sent 
by post. If confirmation is not received within 24 hours of submission (allow 5 
working days for posted confirmation), please contact the Kindergarten 
Registration Team on 03 5671 2211.

Open first round registration

•Completed registrations received by 30 June in the year prior to attendance will 
be included in first round offers.

•Priority of Access is applied to each registration based on the information at the 
time the form is submitted. Registrations are categorised and places offered in 
order of highest priority to lowest.

•Registration lists are reviewed with kindergarten service providers and Council

Allocation of Places

•First round offers will be emailed, or sent by post if there is no email, to 
applicants in th first week of August.

•Families are required to accept their offer within two weeks. If an offer is not 
accepted and efforts to contact the family are unsuccessful, the registration will 
be cancelled.

Placement Offers

•After all returns have been processed, Council and kindergarten providers 
review families that have not accepted offers and follow up.

•After all first offers are accepted or declined, the remaining vacancies will be 
filled by the next eligible applicant.

Acceptance of Placement Offer

•Following allocation of all first and second round offers any additional 
registrations will be allocated on a weekly basis.

•The council Kindergarten Registration Team will continue to work with 
Approved Providers to place eligible children until all vacancies are filled.

•A waiting list will be maintained for those not allocated a place or those not 
allocated a preferred place through the allocation process.

Subsequent Round Placement Offers

•Families will enrol directly with their placement kindergarten

•Instructions on how to enrol will be provided once an offer has been accepted.

Kindergarten Enrolment
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Appendix 2 – Priority of Access and Allocation of 

Places 

1. DET Priority of Access Guidelines 

The DET Priority of Access Guidelines state that in instances where more eligible children apply 

for a place at a kindergarten service than there are places available, children must be prioritised 

on the criteria detailed below:  

High priority children  Process that could be used to verify need(s)  

Children at risk of abuse or neglect, 

including children in Out-of-Home 

Care  

The child is attending a three-year-old kindergarten program 

through Early Start Kindergarten or Access to Early Learning or 

is referred by:  

• Child Protection  

• Child and family services (family services referral and 

support team, Integrated family services/Services Connect 

case worker)   

• Maternal and Child Health nurse, or  

• Out-of-Home Care provider.  

Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait 

Islander children  

As part of the registration process, service providers must 

respectfully ask families ‘is your child Aboriginal and/or Torres 

Strait Islander?”   

Asylum seeker and refugee children  An appropriate visa identifies the child and/or parents as a 

refugee or asylum seeker.  

Children eligible for the 

Kindergarten Fee Subsidy  

A child or parent holds a Commonwealth Health Care Card, 

Pensioner Concession Card, Veteran’s Affairs Card, or Multiple 

birth children (triplets, quadruplets). 

Children with additional needs, 

defined as children who:  

• require additional assistance in 

order to fully participate in the 

kindergarten program  

• require a combination of 

services which are individually 

planned  

• have an identified specific 

disability or developmental 

delay  

The child:  

• is assessed as having delays in two or more areas and is 

declared eligible for a second part-funded year of 

kindergarten  

• holds a Child Disability Health Care Card  

• has previously been approved for Kindergarten Inclusion 

Support Package, or referred by:  

• the National Disability Insurance Scheme,   

• Early Childhood Intervention Service,   

• Preschool Field Officer, or   

• Maternal and Child Health nurse.  
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2. Local Allocation Criteria  

While children who meet DET’s Priority of Access criteria will always receive the highest 

priority, the CRS will also apply agreed local criteria to prioritise allocations of other children.    

The table below outlines the Local Allocation Criteria that will be consider when allocating a 

place when there are more registrations than places available.  

Local Allocation Criteria   

Families experience an at-risk factor of vulnerability:   

• A parent or child has a life threatening or debilitating illness or disease   

• A parent who has a disability, diagnosed mental illness or drug and/or alcohol 

dependency   

• Court orders that limit choices for kindergarten   

• Risk of family violence   

• Risk of homelessness   

Residents of Bass Coast in the year commencing kindergarten or families living outside Bass 

Coast but working in Bass Coast   

Families living outside of Bass Coast Shire but their closest kindergarten is a located in Bass 

Coast Shire.   

3. Additional Allocation Considerations  

Although the DET Priority of Access will be considered first, applicants may apply for special 

consideration when circumstances mean it is critical their child attends the kindergarten 

identified as their first preference. This may be applied in special circumstances such as: 

• Families that have limited access to transport or the inability to travel longer distances to 

attend kindergarten.  

• Families with work or study commitments may be given priority to longer day sessions.  

• All efforts will be made to ensure two children from the same family, who are enrolling in 

kindergarten in the same year, will be offered places at the same service where this is 

requested by the family.  

 


