
More information about the project, its history and its future can be found online at: 
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Olive Justice Place; a brief history

Olive Justice Place is located within the centre of Cowes, away from the tourism hustle of town and retains 
a rich community history. The place, which backs onto shops in Thompson Avenue and is being used as an 
informal car park, is named after Olive Justice, a farmer’s daughter, guest house operator, tourist guide and 
Phillip Island identity who died in 1995, one year short of her century.

In the 1950s Olive Justice and her family built a house and moved into what is now Olive Justice Place – 70 
Chapel St, Cowes. As an active member of the community and someone that cared deeply for community 
wellbeing, Olive gifted the property to the Salvation Army in her will. Her overarching vision was for the 
site to function as a luscious public garden and park with a facility where mothers could breastfeed 
their babies.

The land was later bought by Bass Coast Council in the 1990’s and overtime the house on the property 
was demolished. Since then the land has been used informally as a carpark that services the surrounding 
shops. Although there have been discussions over the years by both Council and community as to what 
could be done with the area, no formal conclusion has been reached and the area continues to be used by 
the public in an informal manner.  

Council is committed to understanding community’s connection to the site and how it would be best 
used to service community needs now and into the future. It is important that we use this site to support 
the local residential and business community as well as increase the area’s appeal as a tourist destination. 
Previous suggestions for Olive Justice Place have included an integrate commercial development community 
centre or public meeting space and park.

This is your chance to help shape the future of this space and share your ideas for how Olive Justice Place 
can be best used by the community.

You can have your say online at: https://basscoastshirecouncil.mysocialpinpoint.com/olive-justice-place 
until Sunday 10 May 2020. 

All feedback received will be used to prepare an options paper that will presented to Council at an 
Ordinary Council Meeting.


