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The quality of a child’s earliest environments and the 

availability of appropriate experiences at the right 

stages of development are crucial determinants of the 

way each child’s brain architecture develops. We know 

that if we get it right in the early years, we can expect 

to see children thrive throughout their schooling years 

and adult lives.
Caring and supportive environments that promote 

optimal early childhood development greatly 

increase a child’s chance of a successful transition to 

school. This, in turn, promotes children’s chances of 

achieving better learning outcomes while at school, 

and better education, employment and health after 

they have finished school. Local Government has 

a leadership role in creating these environments, 

particularly for children in their early years. This has 

been acknowledged by the Municipal Association of 

Victoria and the Victorian Department of Education 

and Training (DET) in an agreement that highlights 

the role of Local Governments as having a leadership 

role for all early years’ services in the municipality 

and having an important role to play in building 

communities. Local Government also has a role to 

connect and engage with young people in order 

to promote their health, inclusion, participation, 

leadership, and opportunities in the arts, sports and 

recreation, community development and civic life. 

Executive summary

Our themes and strategies

Evidence tells us that a person’s life successes, health and emotional wellbeing have their 

roots in early childhood. Both nature and nurture (genes and environment) influence a 

child's development.

A Coordinated, integrated 
and streamlined servicesPartner with community organisations to improve services to support and promote 

health and wellbeing.Strategies
1. Strengthen relationships with 

partners to build capacity.2. Ensure those with the highest 
needs are supported.

B Inclusion, participation  and diversityEmpower our communities 
through participation in decision-making, community  

life and diversity.
Strategies

3. Celebrate diversity.4. Provide opportunities to influence community life.5. Ensure our public spaces are 
youth and child friendly.

C Education, training  and workforceSupport the delivery of  quality education and transition  
to the workforce for children  
and youth.

Strategies
6. Support the delivery of  quality kindergarten and  childcare programs.7. Improve opportunities for  
young people to transition  
to the workforce.
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The majority (33%) of young people aged 0-25 live  

in or close to the regional centre of Wonthaggi 

(including Cape Paterson). Cowes (including Ventnor 

and surrounds) and Inverloch (including Pound Creek) 

have the next largest population of young people with 

17% and 16% respectively.Over the next 10 years we will see most growth  

in Wonthaggi for the 5-11 and 12-17 year old age  

groups with an increase of over 250 children in  

both categories.
Although the San Remo region has the smallest 

population of children and young people, it has the 

greatest percentage increase predicted over the next 

10 years (30%),predominantly in the youngest age 

groups (0-11). Although there is not predicted growth 

in the 12-24 age group in San Remo from 2020-2030, 

these numbers are expected to increase when the new 

junior secondary school campus opens in 2022.

While the Cowes region has the second largest 

population of children and young people and is 

predicted to increase by 19% over 10 years, the 

remaining area of Phillip Island is set to decrease the 

numbers in age groups of 0-17 over 10 years.
Wonthaggi currently has the largest youth population 

(12-24) and this is predicted to increase by 28% over the 

next 10 years. The Waterline area will see the biggest 

population growth for this age group with a 31% 

increase predicted.

Demographic profileBass Coast Shire has an estimated population of 35,534, which is expected to grow to 

42,000 by 2030. Twenty five percent of the population is aged 25 and under, amounting 

to approximately 9,000. This will increase to approx. 10,500 young people under 25 by 

2030. Over this 10 year period the total population is predicted grow by 18%.

25% of  Bass Coast's population  is aged 25 years  or under

25%
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Living Young Plan 
2021-2022 Annual Recap

The Annual Recap is a way for Bass Coast Shire Council to inform the community 
about the Living Young Plan actions. This supports our intention of being accountable, 
embedding opportunities for reflection and learning, celebrating our achievements  
and will assist in monitoring progress.

To read Bass Coast Shire Council's 
full Living Young Plan, please visit our 
website. For further information, or 
to provide feedback, email the Social 
Planning Team at

basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au 

Call 
1300 BCOAST (226 278) 

or 
(03) 5671 2211 

For more contact options, visit 
basscoast.vic.gov.au/contact

Actions 4.1 and 4.2

Established in 2021, the Youth 
Advisory Council (YAC) is now 
in it’s second year. The YAC has 
participated in five consultations, 
developed and delivered a youth 
grant round, organised events and 
provided direction to the YES 
Youth Hub. Youth Engagement 
Guidelines have been developed, 
with input from young people, 
to help drive youth engagement 
across Council.

Action 6.1

Council has collaborated 
with Kindergartens to design 
and implement a Central 
Registration Scheme, with 9 
out of 10 Kindergarten providers 
participating. In the first year 
of the scheme, 645 children 
accepted a place through the 
central registration system. 
Feedback from both the 
Kindergartens and families has 
been very positive.

High priority actions achieved

Other achievements linked to Living Young Plan actions include...

Further information

basscoast.vic.gov.au

• Collaborating with the YES Youth Hub (YYH) Steering Committee, staff and young 
people to expand YYH services including pop-up initiatives (Action 1.7)

• Collaborating with the local community and secondary schools to respond to  
the mental health needs of young people by implementing the Live4Life program 
(Action 2.7);

• Partnering with the Department of Education and kindergartens to increase the 
accessibility of services aligned with the introduction of universal access to 3-year-old 
Kindergarten (Action 6.2)

 Actions 1.2, 1.4 and 4.3

The Early Years Leadership 
Advisory Group works closely 
with Early Years Education 
Services. Council also facilitates 
the South Coast Youth Service 
Providers Network to strengthen 
connections between services. 
We have built relationships 
with community partners and 
secondary schools by co-leading 
the Live4Life Partnership with 
South Gippsland Shire Council.

Strategy 1
Strengthen relationships with 
partners to build capacity

Strategy 4
Provide opportunities to 
influence community outcomes

Strategy 6
Support the delivery of quality 
kindergarten and childcare

A
rt

w
or

k 
by

 D
ar

re
n 

M
ar

ks
 @

C
ur

lp
i


