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Two important initiatives are currently underway to deliver much needed housing for the 
Bass Coast community: 
 

• Council is developing a five-year Social and Affordable Housing Strategy; and 
• The Victorian Government has committed a minimum of $25 million investment in 

social and affordable housing in Bass Coast as part of its ‘Big Housing Build’. 
 
While these two initiatives are related and complementary, they are quite different.  
 
This fact sheet explains each initiative, the roles and influence of key stakeholders, and how 
community organisations and the community can play a part. 
 

  

What is social and affordable housing? 
A safe, secure, affordable home that is available for very low, low, and moderate income 
households. It is usually owned and managed by the State Government or not for profit 
organisations.   
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Bass Coast Social and Affordable Housing Strategy 

 
Council is preparing a Social and Affordable Housing (SAH) Strategy. The SAH Strategy will 
identify how Council can work together with other organisations over the next five years to 
increase the amount of social and affordable housing in the municipality.  
 
Social and affordable housing is usually owned and managed by the State Government or 
not-for-profit organisations; however, councils can play many different roles to help increase 
the supply such as: 

• Investment attraction and advocacy 
• Improvements and changes to planning process and policies 
• Land or cash contributions 

 
We know that more social and affordable housing is essential.  
 
But it also requires effective wrap-around services, such as childcare, medical and health 
services, and our service providers are already stretched to crisis point. So, this SAH 
Strategy will also seek to identify how Council can help ensure we have the support services 
to match the desired housing growth.  
 
 

How is the Strategy being developed? 

First, we are collecting data and talking with key stakeholders and local organisations to 
prepare a Background Report that will: 
 

• Explain the existing policy and legislative framework  
• Detail the need for social and affordable housing in the Bass Coast  
• Identify Council and Government-owned land that may be suitable for social and 

affordable housing 
• Provide advice about how the planning scheme and process can help encourage 

social and affordable housing 
• Illustrate the need for more support services in addition to bricks and mortar 
• Highlight key elements for ongoing advocacy  

 
From the Background Report and further discussion with stakeholders we will prepare a 
Draft Social and Affordable Housing (SAH) Strategy. The SAH Strategy will: 
 

• Explain the current context for social and affordable housing in Bass Coast 
• Clearly articulate Council’s role  
• Provide a snapshot of affordable housing need 
• Set high level principles to guide Council’s decisions and actions 
• Identify key partners 
• Articulate strategies to increase the amount of social and affordable housing in Bass 

Coast 
• Include a list of potential sites for Big Housing Build proposals (see next section) 
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It will also set out the budget and timelines for implementing the SAH Strategy and how we 
will measure and evaluate outcomes. 
 
Once the Draft SAH is prepared, the broader community, key stakeholders, and local 
organisations will have an opportunity to review it and provide feedback before it is 
finalised. 
 
If you would like to be kept up to date on this project, you can join our mailing list by 
contacting Council on socialandaffordablehousing@basscoast.vic.gov.au , visit our website 
https://www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/ or speak to an officer by calling 5671 2211.  
 
 

Big Housing Build 
 
In November 2020, the State Government announced the Big Housing Build (BHB) – a $5.3 
Billion investment into social and affordable housing. This included a guaranteed minimum of 
$25 Million investment in Bass Coast.  
 
Council welcomes the State Government’s commitment to deliver much needed housing for 
the Bass Coast community. We are looking forward to facilitating the development of social 
and affordable housing where it is most needed. 
 
We are working closely with Homes Victoria to help identify opportunities and share the 
local knowledge and data we have; however, Council’s only have a limited role in deciding 
what is built and where. 
 
Common questions about the BHB 
 
Q. Does Council receive the $25million or any other funding from the BHB? 
 
A. No, the funding is allocated directly by the State Government to social and affordable 
housing development projects. Council’s role is to encourage and facilitate other 
organisations to deliver social and affordable housing projects within Bass Coast.  
 
Q. Does Council get to decide where the new social and affordable housing will be built? 
 
A. No, Council does not have the final say on where the housing will be built. However, we 
can help identify suitable locations that have good access to services, and land owned by 
Council or the State Government that are potential opportunities. The State Government 
will also assess and approve planning proposals funded by the BHB.  
 
Q. Who is responsible for delivering the new housing? 
 
A. The State Government is primarily seeking development proposals from community 
housing providers, but will also consider partnership proposals from private and community 
housing providers, local government and institutional investors. 
 

mailto:socialandaffordablehousing@basscoast.vic.gov.au
https://www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/
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Q. What is Council doing to encourage more social and affordable housing in the 
municipality? 
 
A. We have been working closely with service providers and other stakeholders to 
advocate for more social and affordable housing in the municipality. We are also preparing a 
SAH Strategy (see earlier section) which will help guide current and future investment in 
social and affordable housing (beyond just the BHB funded projects).  
 
Q. How can community members and local organisations influence BHB development in 
Bass Coast? 
 
A.  Local service providers are encouraged to advocate alongside Council to the State 
Government for greater funding for services along with the investment into housing. Local 
private and community housing providers are encouraged to explore partnership 
opportunities for housing proposals. The broader community and Council may also be able 
to have their say on any proposed developments in Bass Coast through the State 
Government-led planning process. 
 

 
 

The connection between housing and support services  
More housing is essential, but it’s only half the solution without effective wrap-around 
services. Gaps in services create unsustainable tenancies and our service providers are 
already at crisis point. Our community is calling for greater funding for services to match 
this much needed investment in housing.  
 
This is a key focus of Council’s ongoing advocacy efforts. 
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