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Current Application No: 120388-1

The applicant is now seeking to undo conditions on their planning permit and the Section 173 
Agreement they signed following VCAT mediation in 2013.

Water table

The applicant is on record as saying that there was ‘no way’ the water authorities ‘would permit [us] 
to intercept’ the water table and ‘we would not expect approval’. 

The DPI endorsed Work Plan incontrovertibly committed the company to sand extraction above 
groundwater only.  Both Melbourne Water and Southern Rural Water included strict groundwater 
operating conditions to their endorsement of the original Work Plan.  A marine environmental 
surveillance program was promised ‘to ensure the existing baseline conditions are not only 
maintained, but improved.’

I am interested to know what has changed, since 2013, for the applicant to now think they might 
receive approval, given the likelihood of damage to the area and to waterways including the fragile 
Western Port eco-system.  

Conservation and re-vegetation 

The applicant’s promise of responsible stewardship of the environmental values of the site helped 
convince Council to grant the original work permit but the promise does not appear to have been 
fulfilled. It would seem that the applicant may be non-compliant in this regard.  

The current proposal would require the destruction of vegetated areas providing a bio-link between 
two established reserves.  The Shire has very little remnant vegetation and needs to protect what is 
left. Such destruction would also contravene the Bass Coast Biodiversity Biolinks Plan, 2018.

It would appear that the company has not complied with existing commitments in terms of re-
vegetation, monitoring and reporting and may not be relied upon to comply with any conditions 
placed on its current application.

Conclusion

I urge Council to ensure that a consultation process be conducted with the local community, before 
the matter is considered by Council.  I would also ask Councillors, especially those recently elected, 
to visit the site and see for themselves what is at stake.

I urge Council not to make a decision on this application until the Final Statement of Planning Policy 
for the Distinctive Area and Landscape Plan is released, in early 2021. 

I am aware that the State Government is anxious to secure sand and gravel supplies to assist in the 
post-covid economic recovery of Melbourne.  I understand that the company wishes to take 
advantage of this situation and improve its profits.  However, I do not agree that this should be at 
the expense of the Bass Coast area, devastating the landscape which draws visitors from around the 
country and internationally.  I would hate to see Bass Coast be ‘Distinctive’ because it turns into a 
moonscape of big, deep holes.  




