


 

How will you be affected by the grant of a permit? 
 

Please find submission attached 

 

 

 

 

 

(If there is not enough room, attach a separate page). 

Signature Date: 
 

IMPORTANT NOTES ABOUT OBJECTIONS TO PERMIT APPLICATIONS 
1. This form is to help you make an objection to an application in a way which complies with the Planning and 

Environment Act 1987, and which can be readily understood by the responsible authority. There is no 

requirement under the Act that you use any particular form. 

2. Your objection and the personal information on this form is collected by Bass Coast Shire Council for the 

purposes of the planning process as set out in the Planning and Environment Act 1987. If you do not 

provide your name and address, Council will not be able to consider your submission. 

3. Your objection will be available at the Bass Coast Shire Office at Wonthaggi for any person to inspect 

and copies may be made available to the applicant for the relevant period set out in the Planning and 

Environment Act 1987. You must not submit any personal information or copyright material of third parties 

without their informed consent. By submitting the material, you agree that the use of the material  as 

detailed above does not breach any third party’s right to privacy and copyright. 

4. Make sure you clearly understand what is proposed before you make an objection. You should inspect the 

application at the responsible authority’s office. 

5. To make an objection you should clearly complete the details on this form and lodge it with the responsible 

authority as shown on the Public Notice – Application for Planning Permit. 

6. An objection must: 

 State the reasons for your objection; and 

 State how you would be affected if a permit is granted. 

7. The responsible authority may reject an application which it considers has been made primarily to secure or 

maintain a direct or indirect commercial advantage for the objector. In this case, the Act applies as if the 

objection had not been made. 

8. If your objection related to an effect on property other than at your address as shown on this form, give 

details of that property and of your interest in it. 

9. To ensure the responsible authority considers your objection, make sure that the authority receives it by 

the date shown in the notice you were sent or which you saw in a newspaper or on the site. 

10. If you object before the responsible authority makes a decision, the authority will tell you its decision. 

11. If despite your objection the responsible authority decides to grant the permit, you can appeal against the 

decision. Details of the appeal procedures are set out on the back of the Notice of Decision which you will 

receive. An appeal must be made on a prescribed form (obtainable from the Victorian Civil and 

Administrative Tribunal) and accompanied by the prescribed fee. A copy must be given to the responsible 

authority. The closing date for appeals is 21 days of the responsible authority giving notice of its decision. 

12. If the responsible authority refuses the application, the applicant can also appeal. The provisions are set out 

on the Refusal of Planning Application which will be issued at that time. 
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(Isoodon obesulus) (listed under state and federal legislation as Endangered) and 

Australia’s largest owl species the Powerful Owl (Ninox strenua) (listed under state 

legislation as threatened).  

 

Notably, a rare plant species Orange-tip Finger Orchid (Caladenia aurantiaca) is a 

species endemic to Victoria and a small island off Tasmania and is listed under State 

legislation, and the Spurred Helmet Orchid (Corybas aconitiflorus) is also listed under 

state legislation. 

 

WA1488 (1381 –1395 Bass Highway Grantville) is within the Gippsland Plain 

Bioregion. In March 2011 the Victorian Environmental Assessment Council released 

the Remnant Native Vegetation Investigation Final Report, which found the 

Gippsland Plains Bioregion is one of the most fragmented and cleared landscapes in 

Victoria. This is shown below in Figure 1. 

 

VEAC (2011) also reported that the western end of the bioregion had few patches of 

native vegetation, further highlighting the value of this corridor. 

This makes the remaining vegetation in this region of particularly high conservation 

value, as recognised in the Bass Coast Shire’s Biodiversity Biolinks Plan (2018). This 

plan was made after extensive engagement with the community and stakeholders 

across the Bass Coast Shire. 

 

 

 

Figure 1.Proportion of native vegetation in fragmented landscapes in each bioregion                    

(VEAC 2010) 

 

 

 

 

How will you be affected by the grant of a permit? 
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Protecting Endangered and Threatened Species in the region  

 

The State government’s Victorian Biodiversity Atlas and the Atlas of Living Australia 

show the area around 1381-1395 Bass Highway, Grantville and the corridor of 

remnant vegetation contain a high number of rare, threatened and endangered 

species in a sea of cleared paddocks and mine sites. 

 

The records can be found in Maps 1 and 2. 

 

We are concerned that some threatened species may not have turned up during 

survey work, because of the time in which the survey took place. 

 

Securing habitat and threatened native vegetation types 

  

The two Ecological Vegetation Types proposed to be cleared are Lowland Forest 

(EVC 16) and Heathy Woodland (EVC 48).  

 

Lowland Forest (EVC 16) is listed as Vulnerable on the Bioregional Conservation 

Status with only 5% within the protected area network on the Gippsland Plain. 

 

Heathy Woodland (EVC 48) is listed as Common but only has 24% within the 

protected area network within the Gippsland Plain bioregion.  

 

The proposal seeks to clear 47 Trees of significance across the proposal, most with a 

DBH (diameter at breast height) of over 70cm with around 10 trees over 100cm in 

DBH.  

 

Many of these trees will be at a stage of hollowing out which takes between 100-120 

years to happen in hardwood Eucalypt species in Australia.  

 

The loss of hollow bearing trees is listed as a Potentially Threatening Process under 

the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 due to the slow recruitment of hollows in 

eucalyptus trees as well as the high number of Victorian wildlife that are dependent 

on hollows in trees.   

 

Hollows are considered essential for 16 species of mammal and 44 species of bird in 

Victoria including 14 mammals and birds considered threatened in Victoria (DSE 

2003) This number has increased since publication of the Action Statement in 2003. 

 

A loss of hollow bearing trees and trees on the brink of hollowing out puts at risk local 

wildlife that depend on the hollows for housing and as places to rear young. Species 

such as the threatened Powerful Owl require large hollows to lay their eggs and rear 

young successfully.   

 

 

The loss of biodiversity impacts us all. Loss of carbon storage, soil protecting and 

creating processes, pollination services and water filtration services will impact 

surrounding agriculture as well as loss of species diversity and ecosystem function 

due to severe fragmentation and direct habitat loss.  
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Map 1. Threatened Fauna Species records along string of native vegetation, 

proposed mine expansion site in yellow 
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Map 2. Threatened flora and fungi species records along string of native 

vegetation, proposed mine expansion site in yellow 


