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A bond set aside for rehabilitation is some guarantee for the community that rehabilitation will occur 

however, the mechanisms for setting, administering and reviewing the bond, which are the 

responsibility of the ERR, are also questionable. 

We argue that a planning permit must not be granted until an appropriate rehabilitation plan and 

appropriate bond has been determined and provided to Council to allow informed decisions. 

The systemic failures by ERR observed by VAGO mean the endorsed work plan and rehabilitation 

plan cannot be guaranteed to comply with the Mineral Resources (Sustainable Development) Act 

1990. 

4. The application pre-empts the Distinctive Areas and Landscape (DAL) Statement of Planning 
Policy framework due in early 2021 to protect the natural values of the region 

Bass Coast is expected to undergo significant changes to regional planning as a result of being 

recognised as a DAL. The Victorian government has declared the Bass Coast a ‘distinctive area and 

landscape’ to protect the environment, landscape and lifestyle. The Department of Environment, 

Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) is now developing a draft ‘Statement of Planning Policy’ for the 

area which, once finalised and adopted, will inform planning application decisions.  

The draft Statement of Planning Policy is expected to be released for public consultation in late 2020 

with full implementation in 2021. This Statement of Planning policy is a high level planning framework 

which will include a 50-year vision to guide land use and development in Bass Coast. 

We argue that the approval of this application at this point of time could pre-empt and be counter to 

the requirements of the DAL and should therefore be, at least, delayed until the full impact of the 

declaration of Bass Coast as a DAL is clear. 

5. Overallocation of water for sand washing and unknown impacts on groundwater of mining 
below the water table 

The company now proposes to quarry below the water table, expand the quantity of mining and to use 
wet sand mining which requires additional water allocation. 

This is a significant change to the original plan and raises concerns about the impact on the nearby 
waterways including Deep Creek and outflows to Westernport Bay. 

We are of the view that there is inadequate evidence regarding this change and that additional, more 
comprehensive scientific water studies need to be undertaken to determine the impacts of these 
proposed changes. 

Furthermore, the Council should require Dandy Premix to prove they have purchased access to the 
groundwater required for sand washing to prevent overallocation of water resources. 

  




