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Mike Cleeland 
RMB 6080 Cowes 3922 
0418363192 
 
 

Curriculum Vitae 
 
 
 
        Qualifications 
 
        Bachelor of Science (Education) Melbourne University 1979 
 
 
 
 
        Relevant Experience 
 
        Teacher of Science, Newhaven College, Phillip Island 1986 – 89.  
 
        Environment Officer, Phillip Island Landcare Group, 1989 – 1996 
 

Sessional Teacher of Animal Identification, Ecology & Geology, Chisholm Institute 
Cranbourne, Bonbeach & Wonthaggi campuses, 1999 – 2006 

 
        Proprietor, Southern Environmental Contracting 1996 – 2010 
 
        Education Officer, Bunurong Coast Education 2011 - present  
 
 
 
 

Community Activity 
 
Secretary, Phillip Island Conservation Society, 1994 – 96 
 
Reports Officer, Australian Rare Fauna Research Association, 2006 - 2009 
 
Chairman, Bass Coast Landcare Network April 2015 – present 
 
President, Phillip Island Landcare Group November 2014 – present 
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Personal Interests 
Geology/Palaeontology; I’ve been a voluntary member of the Museum Victoria dig 

crew for the past 26 seasons, and in 1990 I discovered the type specimen of the Lower 
Cretaceous Temnospondyl Amphibian Koolasuchus cleelandi 

 
Theatre/Drama; I was a founding member of Offshore Theatre and have 

performed in 13 amateur theatre productions with local theatre groups.  
 
Music; I am a founding member of both the Bass Coast Chorale and the A Capela 

choir Vivace Singers 
 
Writing; I have published four booklets of Bush Verse on an Australiana theme. 
 
Fitness; I have been competing in several local biathlons and open water 

swimming events in recent years including the San Remo Channel Challenge and the 
Cape Paterson Aquathon 

 
Publications 
 

1. Hynes D. and Cleeland M. (2005). ‘Presence of Bobucks (T. caninus) in The Gurdies 
on Westernport Bay, Victoria’,  The Victorian Naturalist Vol. 122, pp. 141–145, June, 
2005 
 
2. Hynes D. and Cleeland M. (2008). ‘Extended range of bobucks (Trichosurus 
cunninghami) in south-west Gippsland, Victoria’,. The Victorian Naturalist Vol 127 (1), 
pp 15 - 19 

  
Reference 
 

Hynes, Debbie ‘The Gurdies Bobucks: how are they faring?’ The Victorian Naturalist 
Vol. 123 (2), April, 2006, pp117-118 
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Statement for Panel Hearing 

 

Dear Panel Members 

I submit that in addition to the rich diversity of fauna demonstrated in the Gurdies area by 
published surveys (1) our research (2) showed that some species, such as the Bobucks we 
discovered, may remain unrecognized by conventional survey techniques, and that the faunal 
diversity may actually be higher than otherwise indicated.  

It would therefore seem advisable to take this greater diversity into account when 
determining this hearing.’ 
 

1 Kutt AS & Yugovic JW (1996) Fauna of the Grantville Gravel Reserve, with Reference to 
Vegetation and Conservation Significance. 
The Victorian Naturalist 113, 48 - 57.  
 
1 Wilson, CG (1990) Mammals of The Gurdies, a Proposed Flora and Fauna Reserve.  
The Victorian Naturalist 107, 52 – 57 
 
 

2 Hynes D. and Cleeland M. (2005). Presence of Bobucks (T. caninus) in The Gurdies on 
Westernport Bay, Victoria. Victorian Naturalist Vol. 122. pp. 141 – 145. 

2 Hynes, D. (2006) The Gurdies Bobucks; How are they faring?  
Victorian Naturalist Vol 123 (2) pp 117 - 118 

2 Hynes D. and Cleeland M. (2008). "Extended range of bobucks (Trichosurus cunninghami) 
in south-west Gippsland, Victoria". The Victorian Naturalist Vol 127 (1) pp 15 - 19 

  
I have made all the inquiries that I believe are desirable and appropriate and no matters of 
significance which I regard as relevant have to my knowledge been withheld from the Panel. 
 
 
Regards 
 
Mike Cleeland 
RMB 6080 Cowes 3922 
March 2016 
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CV    E.H.M. (Tim) EALEY 

1950 B.Sc Sydney Uni Majored in zoology and physiology 
1954  M.Sc. Sydney  Uni. Thesis on Antarctic Plankton 
1963  Ph.D   WA Uni.  Thesis on Biology of the Euro in the Pilbara. 

• Biological research on Heard Is. in 1949 added to the data bank which later led to the 
island becoming a Reserve. A glacier over which Ealey sledged was later named 
Ealey Glacier. 

• Was the Australian observer on R.R.S. Discovery and was the first Australian 
scientisrt  to circum navigate the Antarctic in winter. Nearly wrecked in the Ross 
Sea. 

• Research in the Pilbara from 1951 to 1959 on Hill Kangaroos indicated they were not 
responsible for pasture degradation and so obviated the need to exterminate them. 
While there he collected several mammals new to science; one of which was later 
named Ningaui timealeyi. 

• At Monash University between 1960 and 1973 he taught ecology and researched 
native mammals and fire ecology. In the late 60s, realising that students had little 
knowledge of the real world, he set up courses on Applied Ecology and 
Environmental Conservation. He organized the students to gather detailed 
information on the Little Desert which formed a basis for the abandonment of the 
Little Desert development and its ultimate status as a national park. 

• For seven years in the late 60s Dr. Ealey gave Adult Education courses on 
Environment and Conservation. For six years he did weekly programmes on Channel 
7 as Dr.Tim concerning wildlife and conservation. 

• After an enormous amount of lobbying Dr. Ealey started the Master of 
Environmental Science course at Monash University in 1973 against considerable 
opposition. It was the first course of its kind in Australia and one of the largest in the 
world with over 100 candidates enrolled. He only had a half time secretary at first 
and no staff for three years. He often worked until midnight and slept in his office. In 
time other staff  were appointed and the programme became the Graduate School of 
Environmental Science with Dr. Ealey as Director. Dr. Ealey retired in 1986. 
However the programme  to date has put out over 800 graduates. They can be found 
in many Govt. Departments, Shire offices and in industry. Their impact has been 
beneficial and significant in Australia and overseas.. 
Candidates were required to work in research teams. Sometimes they earned         
contract money for Monash. He led student teams to P.N.G., Thailand and North 
Borneo as well as Australia. 

• The Australian Universities International Development Programme appointed Dr. 
Ealey to strengthen the Faculty of Environment and Resource Management at 
Mahidol University in Thailand and arrange staff training in Australia. He made 
seven trips to Thailand and arranged postgraduate training for eight staff 1979-1985 
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Worked with Dr. Nart Tuntawiroon(Assasinated) and Dr. Thanakoon 

• Ealey was commissioned by UNESCO-UNEP to evaluate the Faculty at Mahidol 
University as part of a two man team.1978 

• Worked with the Walpiri tribe to gain Land Rights to the Tanami Desert. His skin 
name was Tim Japananka. Gave evidence before Justice Toohey. 1978 

• Awarded Professional Associate to the East West Centre in Honolulu.1979 

• Was invited to Nankai University in Tienjin, China to advise the Faculty of 
Environmental Science and to give a series of lectures on environmental issues.1985 

• Was a Senior Consultant to UNEP to review tertiary environmental education in Asia 
and the Pacific Region and set up a major Regional Conference. United Nations 
Environment  Programme 

•              President of Australasian Wildlife Artists Society 1984  

• Since retirement in1987 has sat on thirteen Planning Appeal Panels usually when an 
environmental aspect was involved. Also was on the tribunal which set up the Code 
of Forest Practices.  

• Has presented seven papers at international conferences. 

• Worked with Friends of the Strzeleckis to control inappropriate logging. Wrote a 
paper condemning the offending logging company. This was effective. (The logging 
company threatened to sue him if he published) 

• Played a major role in setting up a conservation cooperative with 32 houses and the 
Environmental Living Zone in the Kangaroo Ground area near Melbourne. These are 
still operating successfully to protect wildlife and habitat.1970-1999   

• Served on National Parks Advisory Council, E.P.A.Council,  

• Catchment and Land Protection Board and later the Authority for seven years plus 
numerous relevant sub-committees, Westernport Catchment Committee,  

• Westernport Water Board, Coronet Bay Reserves Ctee., the Coronet Bay  Ratepayers 
Association.  

• Westernport Seagrass Partnership 2000 to present Westernport Biosphere Group 
2004-present 

• In 1999 Dr. Ealey moved to Westernport and immediately became involved in 
mangrove and seagrass regeneration with the Western Port Seagrass Partnership Ltd. 
of which he became a Director. He carried out a number of experiments in the Lang 
Lang and Coronet Bay areas testing water and mud and doing nutrient trials which 
helped focus conservation work. Using volunteers he planted a transect of seagrass 
of over a kilometre. This test led to planting 2,500sq metres of seagrass fertilized by 
Osmocote. 

• He germinated 2,000 mangrove seeds and set up a project with the local primary 
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school to grow them and later plant them out. His group received a grant of $20,000 
for this project so it was greatly expanded. The kids call him Dr. Mangrove. Ten 
schools are now growing mangroves for Dr. Ealey using a Care for Country grant of 
$20,000 titled Mangroves to mud 

• Dr. Ealey’s measurements show that low cliffs at Lang Lang are eroding away at 
about 1m per year and the mud from the erosion is preventing regeneration of 
seagrass by smothering it. With his volunteers and the Landcare work crew he 
planted over 20,000 mangrove seedlings and 70,000 mangrove seeds which will 
retard and later prevent this erosion. Much more will be done as he celebrates his 
85th year. 

• His group the Western Port Seagrass Partnership received a grant of $90,000 from 
the EPA to plant mangroves for 7 km along the Lang Lang shore. More recently they 
received a Care for Country grant of $45,000 to combat erosion along the Grantville 
shoreline 

• Dr. Ealey has been the Project Manager for all the above projects 

• Appointed Community Assessor for Commonwealth Care for Country grants. 

 
 
AWARDS 

ANTARCTIC MEDAL For service on Heard I. and circumnavigating Antarctica in 
R.R.S.Discovery 11 

From Australian Antarctic Division – Commonwealth of Australia 

ROBIN BOYD MEDAL For contributions to the living environment 
From the Royal Institute of Architects 

VICTORIAN ENVIRONMENT EDUCATION AWARD For an outstanding contribution to 
Environmental Education  

From Victorian Association for Environmental Education 

VICTORIAN COASTAL AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE For species protection 

From the Victorian Coastal Council and Coast Care/Coast Action 

COMMONWEALTH  AWARD FOR THE COASTAL CUSTODIAN OF AUSTRALIA 
FOR 2006 For efforts to regenerate mangroves and stop coastal erosion in Westernport. 

From Commonwealth Minister for Environment 
COASTCARE/COASTACTION HERO AWARD FOR WESTERN PORT 2007 For 
erosion control of Western Port shore using mangroves. 

From CoastAction/Coast Care 
UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION ENVIRONMENT DAY AWARD 2008 Finalist for 
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Individual Award for Environmental Management of the Western Port shoreline. 

From United Nations Association 
ORDER OF AUSTRALIA MEDAL 2008 For service to conservation and the environment. 

Australian Honours System 
BASS COAST SHIRE ENVIRONMENTAL AMBASSADOR                         Australia Day 
Award 2010 

NATIONAL TREASURE 
Nominated by the National Library Canberra. Which made 10 hr tape of interviews. 

 
 
 

STATEMENT BY EXPERT WITNESS 
 

E. H. M. (TIM) EALEY 
 
 

Importance of habitat linkages 
 
The home range of blue wrens is about the size of one household block. Cut it in half and the 
wrens will disappear. A dingo has a range of about 70 km. All animals including birds, reptiles, 
insects have predictable home ranges. Except for the mountains Victoria has a pitifully small 
area of bushland preserved. Bass Coast Shire is fortunate in having more habitat preserved in 
private hands and public spaces than most other Shires. Different species have different needs. 
Kangaroos need some scrub but enjoy grazing on pastures while wallabies usually browse on 
bushes. 
 
Several small bush areas linked by bushland corridors can constitute a large space and so can 
accommodate more species. Any development which disrupts these links reduces the carrying 
capacity for a number of species. Any planning scheme which leads to fragmentation of the 
habitat will actually diminish the numbers and diversity of the wildlife. This is well documented 
and understood by some planners. 
 
The problem is that the actual presence or absence of wildlife is not obvious although well 
documented scientifically. It therefore becomes a matter of knowledge or faith which all 
planners do not have. Happily I believe our Bass Coast planners are aware of this unseen but 
very real planning complication and will bear it in mind when considering planning changes. 
 
  
I have made all the inquiries that I believe are desirable and appropriate and no matters of 
significance which I regard as relevant have to my knowledge been withheld from the Panel. 
  
E.H.M. Ealey Ph.D., M.Sc., O.A.M. 
 
March, 2016 
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• Dandy Premix is committed to a substantial Net Gain in Native Vegetation, biodiversity 
and conservation values across the site throughout each of the following project phases: 

 
1. Establishment – Native Vegetation screen plantings in keeping with existing 

agricultural landscape and views; 
2. Operations – Rehabilitation and enhancement of the Deep Creek tributary and large 

scale Native Vegetation plantings of local provenance to extend and improve the 
bio-link between The Gurdies Nature Conservation Reserve, Deep Creek, Colbert 
Creek and the Grantville Bushland Reserve; and 

3. Rehabilitation – Further and significant indigenous planting will occur in addition to 
the sowing of pasture grasses. 

[mt2: sounds good and better than the attitude of some mining companies but is still an 
intrusion on a wildlife corridor.] 

 
• Geological investigation (drilling) confirmed suitability and extent of the resource – 

clean, fine to medium/medium-coarse loose (free running) sands suited to concrete 
production; 

• Significant, long term resource justifying investment and development; 
• Dry extraction operation negates the need for washing and the resultant production of 

‘slimes’ – low environmental impact; 
• Bass Highway frontage and direct access/egress – no local roads use, minimal traffic 

impact; 
 
[mt: the figures for truck movements supplied below suggest that the traffic impact will be 
considerable] 
 
Dandy Premix Response: 
 
• The highest forecast number of truck movements at 110 per day (55 site entries and 55 

site exits per day) will be a relatively minor traffic volume change on the Bass Highway.  
[mt2: To you, it might seem minimal – to locals it is not.]  The Bass Highway is an arterial-
highway in Road Zone Category 1 under the Bass Coast Planning Scheme and is under 
the control of VicRoads (Road Management Act 2004); 

• VicRoads 2011 traffic volume data along the Bass Highway south of Jetty Lane at the 
85.5km post recorded an average weekday traffic volume of 10,841 vehicles – 5230 
vehicles northbound (including 973 trucks) and 5611 vehicles southbound (including 809 
trucks).  The additional truck traffic forecast by the Dandy Premix project represents a 
6% increase to the existing truck traffic and a 1% increase in overall vehicle traffic [mt2: 
Given that traffic lights will be needed to stop traffic at least half of truck movements, 
the impact will be far more than that of traffic passing through.]; 

• There are no local roads impacts as the proposed Dandy Premix site has direct access to 
the Bass Highway – we continue to believe this to be one of the key attributes of the 
site/property as it removes any maintenance or upgrade issues attached to the use of 
Council managed local roads while also minimising the potential for traffic impact on 
local residential amenity. [mt2: If you were a local and aware of the traffic impact of 
Desal trucks on the Bass Highway, you could not write this statement so casually.  For 
starters, note the pothole at Deep Creek Rd on the western side of the highway opposite 
your newly-acquired property.  It has been filled numerous times but continues to be a 
problem.] 

 
• Suitable land and vegetation buffers exist – Dandy Premix also owns 75 Hectares (185 

Acres) to north in which Deep Creek intermittently flows and bordering Crown Land 
further north (Gurdies Flora and Fauna Reserve); 

Formatted: Bullets and Numbering
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• No creeks are located within the property – Deep Creek to north and Colbert Creek to 
south – proposed extractive operations will not impact either waterway; 

• Site allows proposed Extraction Pit to be obscured – no visual or landscape impacts; 
• No Aboriginal Cultural Heritage issues identified from DPCD - AAV ‘Victorian Heritage 

Register & Heritage Maps’ review; 
• Property is covered by –  

o Department of Primary Industries (DPI), “Melbourne Supply Area -  Extractive 
Industry Interest Areas Review, (Geological Survey of Victorian Technical Records 
2002/03” – A. Olshina & P. Burn); and 

o October 1996 “Regional Sand Extraction Strategy, Lang Lang to Grantville” – 
Planning and Heritage, Department of Infrastructure. 

• Recognition of the value of Extractive Industries to the Gurdies-Grantville- Glen Forbes 
area in the Bass Coast planning Scheme –  
o Municipal Strategic Statement – Clause 21.06; 
o Particular Provisions – Clause 52.09; and 
o Proposed use (Extractive Industries) is consistent with the Rural Land Use Strategy. 

 
Why Now? 
• Dandy Premix Concrete currently sources sand from a number of suppliers –  

o Security and quality of supply has increasingly become an issue; 
o The cost of supply has also steadily increased in recent years and indications are this 

trend will exacerbate as supplies close to Melbourne are exhausted, or – 
• Dandy Premix needs a secure supply of sand to its concrete batch plant operations to 

underpin its market competitiveness.  This will also secure current levels of employment 
and provide the opportunity for additional job creation. 

 
Size of Resource & Operations 

• 23 Hectare Extraction Pit (Approx. 50 Acres) – Approx 15% of total property size (156 
Hectares)/385 Acres; 

• Average 25m depth of extraction above groundwater – no groundwater 
intrusion/impact; 

 
[mt: EES needed to confirm this claim] 
 
Dandy Premix Response: 
 
• A DPI condition of WA1488 Work Plan endorsement is that the groundwater will not be 

intersected  without firstly obtaining: 
1. any necessary approval(s) from the relevant Rural Water Authority, i.e. Southern 

Rural Water (SRW); and 
2. a Work Plan variation approval from DPI- Dandy Premix would not contemplate 

applying for such an approval nor expect one to be granted. 
• As part of the DPI statutory referral process, SRW has also attached a Schedule of Site 

Specific Work Plan Conditions to WA 1488.  One of these conditions requires Dandy 
Premix to immediately report to SRW any interception of groundwater at any time 
during operations  [mt2: Seems contradictory seeing that you said there would be ‘no 
groundwater intrusion/impact]; 

• These DPI and SRW conditions preclude any excavation operations in the groundwater 
resource and any such groundwater interference would cause site operations to be 
immediately ceased; 

A detailed technical ‘Hydrogeological Assessment’ (2012) has been undertaken by John 
Leonard Consulting Services.  The conclusions and recommendations of this report support 

Formatted: Bullets and Numbering
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the operation of sand extraction operations on the site provided the groundwater is not 
intercepted – this is a fundamental component of our Work Plan.  [mt2: At a public meeting I 
asked the engineering expert appearing for another mining company about the risk to our 
water table, he waggled his finger at me and said, “You make sure they get it right.”   
 
As the proponent, Dandy Premix does not believe this project warrants being the subject of 
an EES referral (refer - Ministerial guidelines for assessment of environmental effects under 
the Environment Effects Act 1978) for the following reasons: 
 As the proponent, Dandy Premix does not believe there is a likelihood of regionally 

or State significant adverse effects on the environment from this project; 
 The project has already been the subject of an integrated assessment of potential 

environmental effects (including economic and social effects)  [mt2: Details?  
Please provide a copy of this assessment.]; 

 Normal statutory processes are providing a sufficiently comprehensive, integrated 
and transparent assessment of the project [mt2: Details, please?]; 

 Public access has and will continue to be provided to the local community 
regarding potential environmental effects and fair opportunity for participation in 
assessment processes has been provided to stakeholders and the public [mt2: 
When, where and how?  if you’re referring to your information sessions, we 
weren’t made aware they were on.]; 

 Various  Ministers, via their Departments, statutory bodies and agencies listed 
below which administer the respective approvals under the Mineral Resources 
(Sustainable Development) Act 1990 (the “MR(SD) Act 1990”) statutory referral 
process, have not determined the project warrants referral to the Minister for 
Planning for consideration of an EES – 
 Department of Primary Industries (DPI – Endorsed Work Plan); 
 Department of Environment and Climate Change (DSE – Ecological 

Assessment/Flora & Fauna including Buffers); 
 EPA (Noise & Dust); 
 Melbourne Water (Waterways & Drains); 
 Southern Rural Water (Groundwater & Surfacewater); 
 Department of Planning and Community Development, Heritage Victoria 

(AAV – Aboriginal Cultural Heritage); 
 CFA (Fire Safety); and 
 WorkSafe Victoria (Safe Work Practices) 

• The eligibility criteria for an EES referral is quite specific and our advice is the project 
does not –  
1. Warrant referral against the individual potential environmental effects criteria; 

and 
2. Warrant referral against the combination of two or more of the stipulated 

combination of potential environmental effects. 
• The framework requirements of an EES have been fully considered and addressed by 

Dandy Premix in the DPI statutory referral Work Plan endorsement process and in our 
Bass Coast Shire Council (Responsible Authority) Planning Permit application, including: 
 Environmental management measures to address specific issues during both the 

site construction and operational phases; 
 Key environmental commitments to mitigate adverse effects; 
 Commitments to the environmental enhancement of the site; 
 Improvements of local environmental knowledge, e.g. Deep Creek & Colbert 

Creek; 
 Transparency through establishment of a site specific Community Reference 

Group (CRG) and a website that will enable public access to monitoring data, 
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considering the design, operating plan, including the proposed hours of operation and 
the environmental amenity protection measures to be implemented; 

• We believe these nearest neighbour responses to our proposal are a vote of confidence 
in our project design approach, operational processes and our strong commitment to 
environmental management which in-turn will translate to the protection of these 
neighbours residential amenity [mt2: As I understand you have bought all or some of 
these neighbours’ houses on the understanding the neighbours can continue to live in 
the houses for as long as they like on little or no rent, this is probably more a vote of 
confidence in that arrangement]; 

• The duplicated, dual carriageway arterial Bass Highway is somewhat of a buffer zone to 
the proposed quarry for residents on the waterline to the west of the highway.  The 
highway, median strip, roadside reserves and service roads extend from a minimum 
width of 30 metres to almost 50 metres across from the proposed Dandy Premix access 
point, further again to the nearest residential boundaries.  The existing Bass Highway 
background noise levels as measured are quite elevated for a regional location.  
Therefore any additional (minor) noise contribution from the Dandy Premix operations 
will be virtually indiscernible.  That said, we will be making every effort to ensure noise 
from the quarry operations and trucks is minimised and mitigated to ensure compliance 
with the maximum recommended noise levels (RMNL) established in accordance with 
the EPA guidelines; 

• We do not anticipate dust to be an issue for residents west of the Bass Highway, 
especially as there is a very low percentage of wind, especially strong winds from the 
east or north-east to create downwind conditions that could be more difficult to manage 
on site.  If such a condition was experienced, operations would be modified or 
suspended under the Dandy Premix Dust Management Plan; 

• Extensive collaborative efforts will be undertaken with the Tomlin’s and Maria Marchio 
to ensure their amenity is not adversely effected by dust or noise.  The Extraction Pit has 
been designed to comply with the recommended EPA buffer distance to the Tomlins’ 
residence.  The optimum design and the timing of construction of screening bunds is a 
key amenity protection task on behalf of these neighbours.  The early [mt2: Good, the 
earlier the better} planting  of indigenous trees and shrubs to the front of the bunds will 
also be a construction phase priority so that we achieve the earliest benefits possible 
from these recruitment plantings at the site; 

• The Noise Emission Assessment and the Dust Assessment complete with a site specific 
Dust Management Plan are available for your information upon request. 

 
•  Estimated truck movements to/from site –  

o Year 1: Mon – Fri = 44/Day; Sat = 24/Day 
o Year 3: Mon – Fri = 88/Day; Sat = 48/Day 
o Year 5: Mon – Fri = 110/Day; Sat = 60/Day 
o  

[mt: If the proposal goes ahead, for safety reasons, it would necessitate traffic lights.  Even 
then the truck movements are going to considerably affect traffic flow on the outskirts of 
the Grantville township and along the Bass Highway and beyond.] 
 
Dandy Premix Response: 
 
• VicRoads has provided in-principle agreement to our proposed Bass Highway access 

which includes the installation of traffic signals.  Installation and maintenance of the 
traffic signals is to be at the expense of Dandy Premix.  The installation of traffic signals 
is predicated on safety rather than the forecast minor increase in Bass Highway truck 
traffic volume attributable to the proposed Dandy Premix sand quarry; 
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• The traffic signals are proposed to operate in a similar way to those installed on the Bass 
Highway at Pioneer Bay ( approx. 2.6 km to the north) and at Stanley Road (approx. 2.6 
km to the south); 

• Installation of the proposed traffic signals, including their operational design and layout 
will provide significant safety benefits to vehicle traffic exiting southbound (to Grantville) 
from Deep Creek Street or the service road on the west side of the Bass Highway.  A 
pedestrian crossing will also be incorporated in the traffic signals design to facilitate 
safer crossing of the Bass Highway by V-Line and School Bus passengers; 

• The Dandy Premix truck traffic projections of 55 entries and 55 exits per weekday 
(average of 110 in total per weekday) at the quarry’s optimum annual sales production 
volume of approximately 500,000 tonnes from 2016/17, are a relatively minor increase 
in volume as a proportion of the current average 1800 trucks per weekday on the Bass 
Highway near Grantville – a 6% increase; 

• In conjunction with the traffic signals Dandy Premix is in discussion with VicRoads to 
extend the existing 80 kph speed limit north of Grantville past Deep Creek Street, or 
more preferably, as far north as Bonney Road; 

• A reduction in the speed limit from 100 kph to 80 kph through this section of the Bass 
Highway would greatly improve traffic and pedestrian safety and significantly reduce 
traffic noise, including truck engine brake noise; 

• Dandy Premix trucks operating to and from the proposed Grantville sand quarry will be 
under strict instruction not to use engine brakes when approaching the site.  Dandy 
Premix is currently reviewing the use of engine brakes with the goal of their retrofit or 
removal, provided our driver’s safety and that of other road users, is not compromised; 

• The great majority of trucks accessing the proposed Dandy Premix sand quarry will be 
company owned and employee driven.  This means they will be modern, well 
maintained trucks driven under tight supervision.  Most of the Dandy Premix drivers are 
anticipated to be local residents from the Bass Coast municipality and therefore 
cognisant of the importance of their local driving behaviour.  Dandy Premix trucks will 
have no operational requirement to enter the Grantville business district as they will 
arrive empty from the north and return loaded in that direction to the outer south 
eastern metropolitan area of Melbourne. 

 
Environmental Impact/Benefits 
• Minimal Native Vegetation to be removed with significant additional revegetation to be 

undertaken 
 
[mt: Not in favour of any native vegetation being taken, and, if it is, the significant additional 
revegetation should be done well before the cutting down so that dispossessed fauna have 
somewhere to go.]  
 
Dandy Premix Response: 
 
• The only vegetation to be removed is grasses and some indigenous shrubs.  There are no 

large or very large old trees to be removed – as a consequence, there will be no loss of 
significant fauna habitat; [mt2: The removal of any shrubs is significant to the fauna 
using it.] 

• On the contrary, substantial sections of additional native vegetation (recruitment 
planting) and enhancement will commence immediately a Permit is issued.  This should 
begin to produce a net gain in fauna habitat sooner rather than later [mt2: Good.]; 

• The recruitment of new vegetation is over and above the protection and security of 
other valuable vegetation, both existing on the WA1488 site and the adjoining Dandy 
Premix land  [mt2: Good.]. 
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– some cleared farming land to be returned to vegetation as flora and fauna 

corridor.   
[mt: Good.]   

 
No State FFG or Commonwealth EPBC listed species on the site 

 
[mt: Has an EES been done to ascertain this, as, given other studies, I would suspect this 
statement is incorrect.?  An EES is essential.] 
 
Dandy Premix Response: 
 
• We have responded previously in relation to your assertion there is a need for an EES, so 

I will not repeat our response here.  While I would hope the extent of the environmental 
assessments completed, the valuable information they have provided and the 
undertakings we have made might persuade you otherwise, it may be that we have to 
respectfully agree to disagrees in relation to the need for an EES.  [mt2: Please provide 
the relevant environmental assessments.]  However; 

• An ecological study of the proposed WA 1488 site, including, the Extraction Pit and the 
Operations Hardstand Area by an independent, qualified and very experienced 
consultant has not found any evidence of State FFG or Commonwealth EPBC listed 
species or of their habitat on the site, which is, after all essentially cleared farming 
(grazing) land; 

• A quite separate, Dandy Premix initiated target study of the nearby Deep and Colbert 
Creeks is still currently underway.  However, preliminary results to date indicate the 
same applies in these adjoining higher conservation value areas of vegetation, e.g. EVC 
32-07 Strezlecki Warm Temperate Rainforest.  The fauna species referred to include: 
 Growling Grass Frog; 
 Giant Gippsland Earthworm; 
 Powerful Owl; 
 Grey Goshawk; 
 Swift Parrot; 
 White Bellied Sea Eagle 
 Swamp Skink; and 
 Southern Brown Bandicoot; 

• The final version of the Paul Kelly and Associates report will be completed in mid January 
2013.  While not required as part of the DPI statutory referral process or necessary 
under the Bass Coast Shire Council (Responsible Authority) planning permit application, 
we will immediately distributed the final report to both organisations, as well as to the 
other relevant departments, authorities and agencies involved in the statutory referral 
approval process.  [mt2: If possible, we would appreciate a copy of this report.] 

 
• No extraction below groundwater, i.e. no dredging or impact to  groundwater; 
 
[mt: I would also want an expert comment on this claim.] 
 
Dandy Premix Response: 
 
• A detailed technical assessment of groundwater conditions at the site has been 

undertaken by one of Victoria’s most qualified and respected (expert) hydrogeologists, 
John Leonard and is available to you upon request.  This report, along with several other 
reports has already has been provided to numerous community members through the 
Public Information Sessions; 
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• The Hydrogeological Assessment report has been considered by both Melbourne Water 
and Southern Rural Water under the DPI managed statutory referral endorsement 
process; 

• Both Melbourne Water and Southern Rural Water have included strict groundwater 
operating conditions to their endorsement of the Dandy Premix Work Plan; 

• The DPI endorsed Work Plan incontrovertibly commits Dandy Premix to sand extraction 
above groundwater only; 

• Three groundwater observation bores have been installed under licence from Southern 
Rural Water on the site and are being monitored to improve our knowledge of the 
standing groundwater level, its fluctuations and its relationship with surface water 
conditions and flows in Deep Creek.  The investigation bores will also enable us to 
periodically monitor any variations in the quality of the groundwater.  

 
• Drainage and surface water quality management system – storage dams, bio-retention 

basin, sediment traps and vegetated drainage gully - will improve water quality from site 
to Deep Creek and outflow to Western Port Bay, e.g. reduced pollutant load (no 
fertilising) without increased sediment load – sampling & analysis to ensure no impact to 
Western Port Bay environment; 

  
[mt: Need EES to confirm this.  Prefer no outflow to Western Port Bay.] 
 
Dandy Premix Response: 
 
• The site has always provided surface water drainage outflow to Western Port Bay via 

Deep Creek as part of the creeks catchment system.  This outflow to Deep Creek will be 
reduced by approximately 20% under the development proposal, resulting in a net 
outflow reduction from Deep Creek to Western Port of approximately 6%; 

• A similar (sand quarry in an ephemeral creek catchment) situation has existed for over 
25 years in respect of Colbert Creek which has the adjoining GSG Sand quarry in part of 
its catchment to the south.  No adverse effects have been evidenced or documented as 
a consequence of this arrangement; 

• Freshwater outflows to Western Port from Deep Creek, both surface and sub-surface are 
an integral part of the natural surface drainage systems and the groundwater of the local 
area and should maintained; 

• Neil M. Craigie in his Drainage and Water Quality Management (May 2012) report 
estimates the reduction in flows from the site (approx. 20%) due to the proposed Dandy 
Premix sand extraction operations, effectively returns the volume of the site’s outflows 
to nearer that of its forested (i.e. pre agricultural clearing) condition; 

• A copy of this report, as with other specialist reports, is available to you at your request; 
• An EES would not scope a more detailed or technical drainage and surface water quality 

report than that already prepared and submitted to both DPI for statutory referral and 
to the Bass Coast Shire Council as part of our Planning Permit application; 

• Melbourne Water and Southern Rural Water have both attached conditions to their 
WA1488 endorsement that precludes the discharge of polluted or sediment laden runoff 
to their waterways, or to impact upon their waterways and the groundwater resource 
under their control.  The relevant waterways being the site drainage gully (or tributary) 
that has a confluence with Deep Creek just prior to the Bass Highway and both Deep and 
Colbert Creeks; 

• Dandy Premix is committed to improving the quality of surface water draining from the 
site and will be implementing a range of water quality treatment measures, a monthly 
monitoring program and a management plan to ensure the existing baseline conditions 
are not only maintained, but improved; 
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• We are confident the proposed Dandy Premix sand quarry will be quieter again in 
operation than the GSG quarry which employs older technologies; 

• The source of noise emission that does effect the amenity of this group of neighbours to 
the east of the Bass Highwayis the background traffic noise, or put another way, the 
ambient noise environment of the Bass Highway.  This traffic noise propagates to the 
higher elevation topography on which these nearest Dandy Premix neighbour residences 
are located; 

• This same 35m AHD topography will assist the reduction and absorption of residual 
noise from the Dandy Premix operations further east on the site from being emitted off-
site to the west and south-west; effectively acting as both a noise and visual natural 
landform barrier;  

• As referenced in the WMG report, all mobile plant proposed to operate at the proposed 
Dandy Premix sand quarry will be equipped with new generation  ‘white noise’ reverse 
alarms imported from the UK which will not be audible beyond the immediate hazard 
zone and definitely not outside the site’s operating buffer distances. 

 
 Dandy Premix trucks will not use engine brakes when approaching the site on Bass Highway; 
• A Dust Control Management Program has been developed to mitigate the off-site 

impacts of dust and dust deposition gauges will be installed on the site boundary; 
 
[mt: Rather than mitigate off-site impacts of dust and dust deposition, there should be 
none.] 
 
Dandy Premix Response: 
 
• Any activity involving the movement of vehicles or mobile plant on dry ground or a road 

(including the use of a tractor on a farm track or paddock) will generate varying levels of 
dust emissions; 

• By the very nature of their operations, extractive industries, i.e. sand quarries are 
extremely conscious of their inherent capacity to generate dust and the associated risks 
of both on-site and off-site dust emissions, especially the consequences of their off-site 
amenity impacts; 

• The control of dust emissions is a rigorous and routine daily management focus for 
quarry management; 

• On-site OH&S issues aside, dust emissions become a major concern if they are carried 
off-site, usually by prevailing winds and impact the residential amenity of neighbouring 
properties – every effort must and will be made by Dandy Premix to avoid this scenario; 

•  Extensive sprinkler systems in conjunction with the frequent use of the water truck(s) 
on haul roads, the Hardstand Area, the screening and blending plant, stockpiles and site 
access roads will be used to prevent the generation of dust; 

• Grassed screening bunds and indigenous tree plantings will also assist in the prevention 
of off-site dust emissions; 

• Weatherzone computer and SMS subscription alerts enable quarry management to 
modify or suspend dust generating operations if an adverse wind forecast indicates 
impending conditions that may significantly increase the probability of downwind dust 
emissions and as a consequence the potential for off-site amenity impact; 

•  The most frequent winds and the predominately strongest winds to the Dandy Premix 
Grantville site are from the north-west, west and south-west sectors (approx. 55%) with 
the frequency of calm conditions being 12% - these conditions do not pose a dust 
control management problem in terms of neighbouring (upwind) amenity; 

• Winds from the east and north-east are relatively infrequent at approximately 10% of 
the wind experienced in the region.  These occasional wind conditions will require 



H:/GC/Grantville WA1488/Briefing Note-Council Election Candidates.doc Page 12 of 14 25/11/2020 

greater dust control effort, including the possibility of modifying or suspending certain 
operations to prevent the off-site emission of dust to (downwind) residential locations; 

• Three dust deposition gauges have already been installed in positions near the site 
boundary to the south-west, west and north-west to establish the site’s baseline dust 
conditions; 

• The proposed Extraction Pit and the Hardstand Area containing the stockpiles and 
screening and blending operations meet the EPA buffer distance guidelines and in the 
main greatly exceed these.  It should be noted the hardstand (operations) area is 
approximately 1km east of the Bass Highway, is bordered to the north by tall, dense 
vegetation and will have a 4 metre overall height, grassed earthen bund and concrete 
panels acoustic screen wrapping around it to the west and the south-west.  This will be 
heavily planted out in-front with native vegetation.  This Hardstand  Area (operations) 
location and acoustic screen in partnership with the sprinkler system and use of the 
water truck(s) will enable the efficient control and management of dust emissions on the 
hardstand area; 

• A copy of the Environmental Science Associates (ESA) Dust Assessment report including 
the Dandy Premix Dust Control Management Plan is available for your information on 
request. 

 
Employment Creation – Economic & Social Benefit: 
• Local employment creation is a key ingredient of the project, which addresses one of the 

economic needs of the Bass Coast region; 
• 15 to 20 EFT jobs to be created during initial 3-5 years of operations; 
• Industry based TAFE vocational training will be available to lower skilled local 

employees; 
• Higher skilled local households with improved household incomes will be the overall 

contribution with commensurate social benefits; 
• Dandy Premix Quarries wants to be a credible and respected member of the local 

community and a long term supporter of the various community groups that are active 
in the Grantville area, e.g. 
o CFA 
o Grantville Foreshore Management Committee; 
o Local schools; 
o Westernport Seagrass Partnership; 
o Other local environmental interest groups 
o Bass Coast Landcare Network; and 
o Local sporting and recreational clubs, etc. 

 
[mt: Good.] 
 
Dandy Premix Response: 
 
• We have commenced support of the local community by positively responding to a 

request to contribute to the Pioneer Bay Progressive Association Inc. 2013 “Aussie Day 
BBQ Bash’.  This community event seeks to bring the Pioneer Bay community together 
and to raise funds for the Daisy Avenue Reserve upgrade, named the ‘Paddock to Park’ 
project.  We understand the staged project will provide much needed recreational and 
exercise facilities for the local community. 

 
• Ongoing Community Engagement Plan to ensure adequate opportunities for the local 

community to be consulted, provide feedback, contribute/collaborate –  
o Grantville Environmental Review Committee (ERC) – chaired by DPI; 
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o Dandy Premix – establish a Community Reference Group (CRG); & 
o Recognition of local values and aspirations. 

 
[mt: Good, but note our natural features and our rural land are greatly valued by this 
community and, unfortunately, by its nature, the extractive industry doesn’t sit well with 
environmental values.] 
 
Dandy Premix Response: 
 
• We not only acknowledge, but readily accept the values attached to the areas natural 

features and rural landscape by the local community.  As a significant land owner (albeit 
recent), quite apart from being a potential sand quarry licensee, Dandy Premix also 
values and embraces the significance of the areas natural beauty and rural land features; 

• We have had Tract Consultants prepare an extensive Landscape and Visual Impact 
Assessment – Technical Report (October 2013) in relation to this aspect of the proposed 
development; 

• The Tract report concludes there will be a low to very low level of visibility beyond the 
site the boundaries due to the existing landform and dense, tall surrounding vegetation; 

• Both the proposed Extraction Pit and Hardstand Operations Areas have high visual 
absorption capability because of their location on the site.  The landform and vegetation 
patterns restrict viewpoints to them; 

• From a landscape and visual impact perspective, this particular parcel of land ideally 
lends itself to development as a sand quarry.  The landform and vegetation patterns 
enable the size and location of the Extraction Pit, along with location of the operations 
Hardstand Area and Access Road to be predominately screened, both visually and 
acoustically; 

• The Work Authority (WA1488) site is 156 hectares in total of which less than 30 hectares 
or 19% is proposed for development under the permit application; 

• An adjoining 70 hectares owned by Dandy Premix to the north of the WA1488 site 
provides additional screening vegetation and an opportunity for enhancing the 
conservation links between The Gurdies Conservation Reserve, Deep Creek, Colbert 
Creek and the smaller Grantville Nature Reserve to the south; 

• As a proportion of the total parcel of Dandy Premix land (226 hectares) only 13% is 
proposed for development and opportunities will be taken from the outset to improve 
the coverage of native vegetation and rural landscape across appropriate areas of the 
balance of the sites; 

• The Bass Highway viewing corridor, part of a regional tourist route with its relationship 
to the coastal landscape is very important and every effort will be made to avoid or 
minimise any substantial change of appearance to the site’s 300 metre plus frontage to 
the highway; 

• Dandy Premix looks forward to living our environmental commitments and delivering a 
net ecological gain across our adjoining sites to not only you, but to other local 
conservationists and the Grantville and district community in the years ahead, should we 
be successful in being granted a planning permit to proceed with the proposed sand 
quarry proposal. 

 
• Development of the site/resource provides significant construction materials benefit to 

Melbourne, especially the south-east growth region; 
• The project will generate significant economic benefit for the Bass Coast and the State. 
 
 
Contact details: 
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Garry Cranny      Mark Cranny 
Manager Sustainability     Managing Director 
Office: 9703 8260      Office: 9703 8222 
Mob: 0419 587 440      Mob: 0408 320 300 
Email: gcranny@dandypremix.com    Email: mcranny@dandypremix.com 
 
 
Dandy Premix Quarries Pty Ltd & Dandy Premix Concrete Pty Ltd 
 
Head Office: 
21-23 Bennet Street, Dandenong, VIC 3175 
 
Postal Address: 
PO Box 4112 
Dandenong South, VIC 3164 

Field Code Changed

Field Code Changed

mailto:gcranny@dandypremix.com
mailto:mcranny@dandypremix.com
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