
 

 
 
 

P.O. Box 257 
San Remo Vic 3925 
ABN 75 149 124 774 
email basscoast@birdlife.org.au 

Objection to Planning Permit Application number 190142 
Details of permit: 

Permit application number: 190142 
Proposal: Use and development of an aircraft hangar and airfield 
Address: 79 Netherwood Lane, Bass 
Applicant: David Quelch 

Our details: 

Organisation: BirdLife Bass Coast 
Convenor: Gil Smith 
Email:  basscoast@birdlife.org.au 
Address: PO Box 257, San Remo, 3925 
Phone:  0416 118 393 

Reasons for our objection 

Western Port Bay is a wetland of international importance under the ‘Ramsar Convention on 
Wetlands’. Listing a wetland as a Ramsar site carries with it certain obligations, including managing 
the site to maintain its ‘ecological character’ and to have procedures in place to detect if any threats 
are likely to, or have altered the ‘ecological character’.  

The Ramsar Convention has defined “…change in ecological character” as the human induced 
adverse alteration of any ecosystem component, process and or ecosystem benefit/service. 

We feel strongly that placing an airfield on the proposed site at Bass will change the ecological 
character of the Ramsar area by:  

 the noise and presence of flying aircraft disturbing the migratory waterbirds that feed and 
roost along the shoreline 

 the noise and presence of flying aircraft disturbing other birds that make this area their 
home.  

Why is this important? 

Migratory waterbirds 
Quote from the media release on 31st March 2017 from the Victorian Minister for Water: 

“The new Western Port Ramsar Site Management Plan sets out strategies that will guide management 
of the Western Port Site over the next 7 years. The objective of the plan is to maintain the site’s 
ecological character. 

Ramsar sites are wetlands that are listed as having international importance. 

Western Port has long been recognised for its diversity of native flora and fauna, particularly for its 
ability to support diverse assemblages of waterbirds and wetland vegetation, including seagrass, 
saltmarsh and mangroves. 

The site supports over 30 migratory waterbird species that are listed under international agreements 
with China, Japan and the Republic of Korea. Important habitats within the site include the extensive 
intertidal mudflats and saltmarsh where migratory waders feed. High tide roosting sites, where 
waders can rest are also important.” 

Reference: https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/protecting-victorias-iconic-western-port-wetlands/ 

As stated above, over 30 species of migratory waterbirds depend on the Western Port Ramsar area. 
These birds are particularly vulnerable to disturbance as they spend their time feeding up for their 



 

flight back to their breeding areas such as North-East Asia, Alaska, Siberia and New Zealand. If their 
feeding is constantly interrupted by 20 flights per day, they may not have the required energy to 
make it back to their breeding grounds. In addition to the noise disturbance, it is probable that 
aircraft are seen as predators by these birds. Many of these species are already declining and have a 
conservation status of Vulnerable or Endangered. 

The flight plan map submitted with the planning application clearly shows that the intention is to fly 
along the shoreline, which is part of the Ramsar wetland. 

 
Map of Western Port Ramsar site 

 
Proposed flight paths 

As well as the feeding areas, there are significant high tide roosting sites, including around Reef 
Island, the mouth of the Bass River and Stockyard Point at Jam Jerrup. BirdLife Bass Coast members 
are currently doing regular surveys at the mouth of the Bass River in conjunction with Parks Victoria 
and Deakin University to develop and test a wetland restoration and conservation strategy. 

Other birds 
There have been 255 different species of birds recorded in Western Port Bay into Birdata, BirdLife 
Australia’s bird recording database. This is almost one third of all species recorded in Australia, 
making this a very significant area for birds.  

 
Birds recorded in the Western Port Ramsar area in Birdata 

Conclusion 

We feel strongly that the addition of an airfield at Bass will significantly adversely impact the 
lifecycle of migratory shorebirds and other birds in the area, and will be in contravention of the 
Western Port Ramsar site management plan. 

 

Gil Smith, Convenor, BirdLife Bass Coast   12th May 2020 


