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Submission - Bass Coast Planning Application 190142:  

Use and Development of an Airfield at 79 Netherwood Lane, Bass 

 

1. Introduction 

I am a resident of the Bass Coast at Coronet Bay and regularly walk the coastline south towards 
Reef Island and the Bass River outlet to Western Port, admiring the abundant shoreline birdlife in 
this area. This area is part of the Western Port Ramsar Site, which has international importance and 
obligations to protect its ecological character. 

The proposed airfield has the potential for adverse impact on the Ramsar site and this must be 
considered in the planning application process. 

The Planning Report supporting this application makes no mention of the adjoining Ramsar site and 
does not consider the consequential risk to it.  

2. Discussion 

The Western Port Ramsar Site provides important feeding grounds and high tide roost sites for 
many protected international wader bird species, two of which are listed as critically endangered 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). 

The Western Port Bay Intertidal Coastal Reserve, Bass River Mouth and Reef Island are within the 
Western Port Ramsar Site boundary and are part of a wetland of International Importance. It 
supports a large number of waterfowl, International and Australian wader species and sea birds. 

The proposed airfield site is south east of the Bass River Mouth and Reef Island and directly abuts 
the Western Port Ramsar Site on the western boundary. 

The flight path for take-off and landing generally follows two possibilities: (1) the Bass Highway and 
(2) the beach line boundary of the Western Port Ramsar Site in both the north and south directions, 
presumably dependent on wind direction and weather conditions. The flight path along the 
shoreline takes the light aircraft directly over feeding grounds and potentially over a number of 
high tide roost sites. 

At low altitude and including take-off and landings, this has the potential for significant impact 
through the aircraft noise and large predator-like appearance, causing disturbance to feeding and 
resting, with potential consequential threat to the birds’ ability to make long return journeys to the 
north.  
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I am a retired engineer with a balanced view of environmental protection and development.  From 
my past career, I learned that development and change in processes always demands a risk 
assessment of the unintended consequences, with the need for controls to mitigate. 

The primary purpose of the Western Port Ramsar Site Management Plan (2017) (WPRSMP) is to 
maintain or improve ecological character and promote wise use of the site, using ecosystem 
approaches including sustainable development. 

The WPRSMP identifies disturbance of shorebirds and recreational vehicles in the intertidal zone as 
a priority threat with a moderately high risk score (see Table 10, page 36).  

Further, under Management Objective 3 (Address adverse processes and activities), the Objective 
3.22, (WPRSMP, page 122) states “Investigate the extent to which low flying aircraft adversely 
affect important bird habitats and develop with the Civil Aviation Authority strategies for reducing 
any identified impacts”.  

The impact of this development proposal ought to be referred to Agency Members of the Western 
Port Steering Committee and member groups of the Stakeholder Advisory Group, including Birds 
Australia, for assessment and comment, in particular studies to investigate at this site the extent to 
which low flying aircraft adversely affect important bird habitats.  If approved, permit conditions 
need to be agreed to mitigate the risks identified. 

I am personally not objecting to this permit application, but rather to the lack of recognition in the 
application of the risks to Ramsar values and how they should be managed. 

3. Recommendations 

The Planning application should be referred to Agency Members of the Western Port Steering 
Committee and member groups of the Stakeholder Advisory Group, including Birds Australia, for 
assessment and comment, in particular studies to investigate at this site the extent to which low 
flying aircraft adversely affect important bird habitats. 

If this application is approved, conditions on the permit should include development with the Civil 
Aviation Safety Authority and the Western Port Ramsar Site Steering Committee strategies to 
reduce any identified impacts, particularly : 

 in relation to landings from the west and take-offs from the east and  

 the number, timing and routes of flights be planned to minimise the potential impact on 
state and nationally listed protected bird species.   

 The permit should specify that the size of planes using the site must be restricted to 
microlight and ultralight aircraft only. 
 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Kevin Brown 


