


Reason for my objection to Permit Application No. 190142. 

The land for the proposed airstrip borders the Westernport Ramsar Wetland Conservation 
Area. This area has been extensively studied due to its environmental significance as a great 
example of a 'saltmarsh, mangrove and seagrass wetland system'. The area supports 63 
waterbird species and 39 wader bird species and many other species and provides very 
important breeding habitats. Between 10,000 and 15,000 migratory waders and 1000 to 
3000 ducks and 5000 to 10000 black swans are supported by this area as well as gulls, Terns, 
Grebes, and the threatened Fairy Tern. There are also 18 significant Fauna species who use 
this habitat for protection and food. The seagrass beds in the Ramsar site provide very 
valuable nursery habitat for many fish species, some of which are commercially valuable to 
the fishing industry and local recreational fisherman. Planes will adversely affect the 
ambience and safe quiet environment of this significant Ramsar site by flying over the 
wetland area, disturbing any resident fauna and frighten any nesting birds, feeding birds and 
resting birds. 

The flora of the area is critical to the biodiversity of the area providing shelter, food and 
habitat. Seagrass, saltbush and mangrove are vital components of the ecosystem which 
supports the wide diversity of species who live in and pass through the Ramsar site. 
Disturbance to the land use next to the wetlands, ie. the building and maintenance of an 
airstrip will lead to runoff of sediment into the wetlands which will affect water quality and 
seagrass habitat and fishing potential. Seagrass is significant as it provides food and shelter 
for many organisms, nursery habitats for many fish species and supports the intertidal food 
chain for bird species. 

The Bass area is an area of outstanding natural beauty which is valued by the people living 
here and the many tourists who flock to Phillip Island and surrounds every year. My 
husband and I are farmers. It is bad enough having planes spraying the pea crops buzzing 
around every year, spraying pesticides regardless of wind direction and drift. The planes/ 
ultralights which Mr. Paulett intends to fly will be extremely noisy, pollute the air, low flying 
and very invasive to privacy. This is a farming area with large stock numbers. The low flying 
planes and ultralights will spook and panic cattle leading to fencing damage, and will 
separate heifers and their calves. We do not need any more planes to disturb this area and 
all of its inhabitants. 

This area is under Ramsar protection for a purpose. It is of international importance and 
Australia is expected to maintain and manage its biological diversity, its rare and unique 
wetland environment and maintain its ecological integrity. 
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