
Bass Coast Planning Application #200053 for a Two Lot Subdivision, 60-76 Viminaria 
Rd (Lot 25), Harmers Haven  
        

Chief Executive Officer 
Bass Coast Shire Council 
P.O. Box 118 
WONTHAGGI, 

 VIC 3995 basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au  

May 17, 2022  

Re the above Planning Application. 
 
Dear Ali 
 
I am objecting to the above Planning Application on the following grounds: 

 
 Harmers Haven has significant indigenous coastal vegetation along the whole of the 

settlement and is surrounded by coastal vegetation to the east, south and west. The 
coastline forms part of the Yallock Bulluk Marine and Coastal Park.  

 

 The settlement is unique to mainland Bass Coast Shire in so far that it has the largest 
extent of, and largely intact, biodiverse indigenous vegetation that provides vital habitat 
to flora and fauna some of which are listed as threatened under the Victorian Flora and 
Fauna Guarantee Act and the Federal EPBC Act.  

 

 The subject land contains the same significant vegetation and is integral to the adjacent 
coastal vegetation. It provides resilience and connectivity to the immediate southern 
coastal vegetation.  

 
This proposal, if approved, will remove a large area of this significant indigenous 
vegetation causing loss of connectivity, changed hydrology and increased human 
intrusion that will be highly detrimental to the adjoining southern coastal vegetation. 

 

 The environmental significance of the subject land is well established. 
 

 Several reports outline the environmental values on the subject site; Carr, (1986, 2003); 
Macmillan, (2001); and Oates (2019). Oates (2019) recorded on Lot 25 that the 
Ecological Vegetation Classes (EVCs) have DELWP Bioregional Conservation Status of 
rare, depleted and endangered. These EVCs provide potential habitat for threatened 
fauna species such as Swamp Antechinus and the Southern Brown Bandicoot (SBB). 

 

 Past applications to modify and ‘develop’ this site have failed due to the environmental 
values described above. This being the case, and many years on, what has changed 
that would now make subdivision and ‘development’ of the land acceptable? I would 
have thought that protection of habitat and biodiversity would be the highest priority in a 
shire that has declared a climate emergency. 

 

  We are facing the biggest challenges that climate change is right now imposing on 
humanity. Continued loss of biodiverse land, connectivity and vegetation resilience is 




