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o The topography and character of the lot and its proposed subdivision very 
considerably increase the risk of further infestation and degradation in both 
the Coastal Reserve and the area of the lot marked as subject to inundation. 

o In recent years, the number of houses in Harmers Haven and on Viminaria 
Road has increased considerably, as has the average size of houses 
constructed and their subsequent impact on vegetation and soil through 
clearance and sewage. 

o It is difficult to imagine any improvement in flora and fauna conservation 
values when a minimum of 30% of the property will be clear-felled

 Application for subdivision of this land has been made on two previous occasions. 
o In 1986 an application was refused by the then competent authority on the 

grounds that ‘the proposed development will detrimentally affect the 
amenity of the area and its environment’. This application had been the 
subject of many objections. 

o Another application in 2001 lapsed after some years following strenuous 
objections and concerns from Council. 

o Although the relevant planning regulations may have changed somewhat 
since those times, immediately local and Bass Coast regional coastal housing 
and other development has generated still greater ecological pressures on 
remaining sensitive areas. The content of objections to the earlier 
applications may well still be relevant to Council in this case for informational 
purposes. (This might include objections made by the current applicants 
and/or organisations of which they were or are office-holders.)

 Until notified in the last two days by concerned residents I knew nothing of the 
proposed development. 

o I was surprised that neither I nor my immediate neighbours received written 
notice from Council. 

o In contrast to the situation at the time of those earlier applications, as a 
Harmers Haven home owner resident in Melbourne my direct access to 
information about the planning application was substantially limited over the 
past year due to Covid19-related restrictions and health concerns. To the 
best of my knowledge I was not present in Harmers Haven in the period 
when posted written notice was displayed onsite. 

o I relied, as I had in the past, on the Harmers Haven Residents and Ratepayers 
Association, of which I am a member, to draw the attention of members to 
land developments of such potential significance to the largest privately-held 
undeveloped land block on Viminaria Road. I have found this absence of 
attention curious.




