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at the base of the 3-4 metre slope.  The trees to have any impact on softening the bulk of the 
development from The Glade, will need be, some 7-8 metres in height.  Bass Strait exposure and the 
increasing frequency of violent storms and high public use will mean a safety concern, requiring 
regular management by the Bass Coast Shire Council, in perpetuity.  There are few places in the 
aforementioned public open spaces where this development will not dominate.  Please note that 
these are informed observation.  Observations informed by tertiary qualification in horticulture and 
ecology and extensive experience in arboriculture including as a former Lead Arborist at 
Melbourne’s Royal Botanic Gardens.

In short, this development represents privatization of the locational benefits for the few at the 
expense of the many.  In fact, reference, the former boat yard as an example of a land use that 
added to the amenity of the surrounding public land user experience, through its cultural relevance 
and ever-changing diversity of boats.  This proposal, as presented diminishes Inverloch, including, by 
its proposed non-site-specific use for accommodation and by denial of alternative uses.  Site specific 
uses that would be advantageous to the general public of the surrounding lands but also the wider 
Inverloch experience.  This for a period equal, at least, to the design life of the building of twenty to 
thirty or more years.  

The proposal neither acknowledges the existing surrounding uses nor does it attempt in any way to 
enhance the experience of uses.  In a similar vein, but to an acknowledged lesser intensity, it is why 
restrictions exist on high-rise developments that impinged on the shading and viewshed of the 
Shrine of Remembrance and the Royal Botanic Gardens.

It is, in its effect, elitist.  An elitism that by its precedence will by its very example infect and alter the 
tone of the small Inverloch township center.  A tone, that is currently defined not as in other small 
communities by its drinking establishments but rather by its largest frontage to its central business 
area, the library.  Inverloch’s tone sets it apart by having the library as its largest frontage. 

Significantly this appears ‘Southbank by the Sea’ development is at odds with the understated 
nature of Inverloch. 

The Location

This is significantly:

 the sole private commercial property on the south side of the Esplanade in Inverloch.
 Out of step particularly when other significant property developments on Anderson Inlet 

have been rejected because of the predicted implications of climate change. It represents a 
precedent in the wrong direction.    

 Represents a reversal of how Inverloch operates. This proposal is an intensification of 
development.  The coastal zone is the primary natural asset for which Inverloch has been 
known for 100 years. To date development towards the coastal zone, south of the Esplanade 
has been restricted to low key public amenities, (the latest being the Sound Shell of The 
Glade). Even on the north side development it is, at most, two stories for the length of The 
Esplanade.

 Out of step with Councils own proposal for a Dinosaur Discovery Centre, the penultimate 
destination building for the well-developed proposals for a Dinosaur Trail.

 This is the obvious site for a Cultural Centre. When and if, Inverloch ever receives the 
Cultural Centre treatment that Cowes is currently enjoying then this would be the ideal site 
that would house and add vibrancy to the volunteer and other organizations of the town. 
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