




What are the reasons for your objection? 
 
It wasn’t too long ago that BCSC stated that it would not be approving any 
more unrealistic developments in Cowes and surrounding areas. That seems 
to be well and truly forgotten. 
 
The development is badly designed. The blocks are extremely small for the 
area with no adequate thought to the existing residents, local wild-life or the 
impact of increased traffic. Also, the roads in the proposed estate are too 
narrow for the streets of this area.   
 
With the adjacent 256 lots of the “Lifestyle Village” at 299-325 Church Street 
Cowes, traffic will increase in the area.  Quite possibly this could bring 250 
vehicles to the estate. 
 
Combined with the proposed 59 small lots at 273-297 Church Street and the 
vehicular traffic that will ensue, congestion is sure to increase dramatically.  
 
The figures mentioned in the Traffic Management Strategy (TMS) seem 
rather conservative and optimistic regarding how negligible the increase in 
traffic will be. With the TMS dated August 2022, the figures supplied for 
current traffic flow along Church St may well have been recorded in 
wintertime, the quietest time of the year with future figures based on that 
period. 
 
During holiday times and long weekends, vehicle, and pedestrian traffic along 
Church Street with the caravan parks and boat ramp at Anderson Rd, 
increases substantially. Added to all the other holiday traffic that heads to 
Cowes the influx of traffic results in bumper-to-bumper traffic on Thompson 
Avenue for the majority of daylight hours, and this flows onto the side 
streets. 
 
With this proposed estate – and that of the adjacent block of 256 blocks - not 
far from the middle of Cowes the developments increase the overall traffic in 
the area and will increase all year round. Not just at holidays and long 
weekends. At those time the traffic will be extremely challenging, compared 
to how it is now. 
 



The main Phillip Island road to Cowes is under increasing pressure from more 
and more traffic. Sub-divisions and Lifestyle areas that are adjoining existing 
residences will no doubt add to the pressure.   
 
With the expected influx of new home buyers of an older age, many 
residents will require a car because there is limited public transport or 
infrastructure in place for medical and emergency services that a percentage 
of these new owners will require. 
 
The design is not in keeping with the estates in Cowes, and for that matter, 
the majority of the island.  It appears it will be a treeless mini-suburb of 
oversized boxes with little, or no front or back yards, on undersized blocks, 
with minimal distance between houses. There is no playground listed unless 
the drainage runoff area is the proposed “playground.” And some of the 
blocks will no doubt be approved for dual occupancy.  
 
Combined with the other dozen, or so, proposed developments for the 
Cowes district the entire area is rapidly becoming overcrowded, with no 
thought given to the future.  
 
Common sense must prevail and this development or any of similar design 
must be rejected immediately. 
 
If approved, the development will set a precedent for more over-developed, 
and over-crowded estates in Cowes, and the Island. 
 
It’s time practical thought went into the design of this, and other 
development and final decisions are not based on maximum profits for 
council and the developers.  
 
Hopefully there will be lines of communication and consultation between 
council, the developer and residents of the area before final decisions are 
made.  
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