




Water scarcity has always been a contentious issue in Australia, a country that is known 
as the driest inhabited continent in the world. Lower rainfall has led to a reducing share 
of water in storage dams across the country, with water catchments struggling to 
maintain a sustainable water supply in most regions. This has been exacerbated by the 
increasing demand for water by both household and industry consumers. 

The general consensus is that water is routinely wasted in large quantities in almost 
every food service operation, from the smallest café to the largest institution.
A common estimate is that a typical sit-down restaurant uses 11400 litres to 26500 
litres per day, with an average of about 22040 litres. Another number that pops up in 
studies is 92 litres per seat per day.

On a minimalistic calculation just on patrons 90 seats x 92 litres is 8280 litres per day 
Times by 365 days per year equals over 3 Million litres of fresh drinking water per 
year.

The proprietor is proposing to brew 60,000 litres of beer per year.

I quote from a brewer of over 30 years re water usage. (Google - beer production)
 “Best in class is about 3.5 litres water/liter beer, or if you put in a water reclamation 
plant to process waste water and use this for boiler feed, cooling towers, pasteurisers 
etc., about 2.2 L   These numbers apply to large breweries with a high degree of 
automation and processes aligned with water conservation. Factor in returnable bottles 
(and bottle washing), lower levels of automation, smaller batches etc. and the water use 
will be much higher.

In a craft brewery I would not be surprised to see 10 litres/litre beer.

So 60,000 x 10 times equals 600,000 litres of Drinking water

Producing spirit alcohol requires 30 – 35 times for 1 litre

Having used very conservative figures the proposed “brewery” will 
consume close to 4 million litres of drinking water in a year. With 
brewing, patrons, toilets and cleaning/washing dishes, cleaning of 
waste bins.

To put that in context, a new 2 ML drinking water storage tank was constructed at 
Wimbledon Heights last year. Its purpose is to provide a more dependable and 
consistent supply of water to Phillip Island customers. Guaranteeing operational 
flexibility and a backup supply that reduces water supply interruptions from planned 
and unplanned works. 

The brewery will use twice this reserve.

We are on semi permanent water restrictions, and during summer our water reserves 
are becoming critical due to increase in tourism. With the current Climate change, this 
waste of water seems to be in direct contrast to Phillip Island being a Green sustainable 
environment.

It appears this is the first council in favour of Water Wastage

https://www.statista.com/statistics/982061/australia-capacity-of-water-storage-dams-used/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/982061/australia-capacity-of-water-storage-dams-used/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/974952/australia-water-consumption-by-sector/


WATER ACT 1989 - SECT 143 
A person who wilfully or negligently wastes or misuses water from a public water 
supply, or causes any such water to be wasted, is guilty of an offence. 

Phillip Island came close to running out of water 15 years ago (read 
attached)

This was published 15 years ago

Phillip Island's drinking water may soon 
run out
By Cameron Houston

November 7, 2006 — 11.00am
Advertisement

PHILLIP Island could be without drinking water by February, according to the local authority, which has placed 
residents on stage four restrictions and is desperately searching for alternative sources.

Westernport Water chief David Mawer has warned Bass Coast Council that Phillip Island could run dry if 
residents failed to curb consumption. "That would be the extreme case, but we have a reservoir that is not that 
big, so if it doesn't rain, then yes, we will run out," he said.

Mr Mawer said the Candowie Dam, which supplies the island and several Bass Coast towns, was at 36 per cent 
capacity, following the lowest rainfall in the region since records began in 1902.

State Water Minister John Thwaites has proposed linking the Bass Coast with Melbourne's supply after the 
Department of Sustainability and Environment forecast an annual shortfall of 1700 megalitres by 2030.

Last week, Westernport began tapping bores at the Corinella aquifer on the Bass Coast in an attempt to bolster 
reserves. The company has been granted a permit to extract water from the Bass River, but it is little more than a 
dusty basin.

Advertisement

The island's stocks will be placed under further strain over summer, with the population expected to swell from 
12,000 to almost 50,000 as Melburnians head for the coast. Bass Coast councillor Gareth Barlow said: "These 
people will need to change their mindset once they cross the bridge and understand that they can't hose down 
their boats or water the pot plants."

Phillip Island Conservation Society spokeswoman Anne Davie said Westernport had been slow to react and 
residents had only been placed on stage one restrictions just over a month ago: "How can you possibly go from 
stage one to stage four water restrictions in a month?"

She said the island's infrastructure had failed to keep pace with development, with a further 1400 apartments and 
300 holiday villas in the pipeline.
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