


o  Parking required by the Whale Watching and Seal Rock tours which leave from the 
jetty;

o Those who stay, or visit residents of the units at 9 Beach Road (of which there are six 
units, four of those with permanent residents) and 10 Beach Road;

o Visitor parking for residents of the future unit complex in Lock Road which is 
currently being built.

The report states ‘The surrounding area is most commonly frequented by those who are using Rhyll 
Boat Ramp’, The report does not include the above. 

The report suggests that a ‘portion of those using the boat ramp will also make use of the restaurant 
either before or after their time on the water. Accordingly, the site generated parking demand will be 
less as some of the patrons will already be parked in the area.’ 

This may be the case in the cooler months or later in the evening.  However, during peak season, boat 
trailers can be banked up as far as the Post Office/General Store on Lock Road and even with the new 
boat ramp, parking for trailers will still be in high demand. Access to the boat ramp will remain one 
way for boat trailers (south-bound only) and will still cause delays. Eating and drinking at the brewery 
before or after boating during these busy times may not be a priority for those who are considerate of 
others needing to access or park after using the new ramp.

Emergency Services

During peak seasons, Rhyll traffic is already heavily congested, making it difficult for emergency 
vehicles to access areas with ease along Beach Road. The traffic from the brewery providing for staff 
and 90 patrons will exacerbate this considerably and safety could be put at risk. 

Staff Parking

The plan outlines parking on site for five staff only (with at least one car needing to be removed each 
time a truck needs to empty one 1,100 litre bin; the Waste Report indicates there will a minimum of 
11 pick ups required per week).

It has been reported that approximately 20 staff will be needed to be employed, mentioning that locals 
would hopefully be sourced to help minimize parking issues. According to the latest Census Data, 
residents of Rhyll have a median age of 60 years old (many retired) and with only 603 permanent 
residents, finding local staff to employ may prove difficult. When contacted, the Planning Department 
of BCSC stated that the other staff will need to ‘park in the overflow area’, obviously meaning Lock 
and Beach Roads. This is not a satisfactory solution for existing local businesses and residents. 

Loading/Deliveries/Waste removal

The plan shows insufficient space for loading, delivery and waste removal provided by a Small Rigid 
Vehicle. As it currently stands, staff car parking spaces will need to be vacated to allow room for 
these trucks to access the waste area. Again, the Waste reports indicates a minimum of 11 pick ups 
required per week. This could well increase. This will cause further congestion with trucks waiting 
on Beach Road while cars are shuffled around. Add peak season into this mix and traffic is a 
nightmare. Either that, or waste removal trucks will need to be there early, between 6.00am and 
9.00am, creating noise for local residents who have had people and staff leaving the brewery up until 
1.00am that same morning (depending on which report has the correct opening times). Neither of 
these options are satisfactory and will cause further disruption for those who permanently live on this 
section of Beach Road.

Surely the Reduction in Parking, and the brewery proposal in general, cannot be approved when local 
knowledge of parking difficulties are considered. A report undertaken on one Saturday at half hourly 



intervals between 12noon-2.30pm, and 6pm-8pm during a quiet weekend (without the new units, new 
boat ramp and hairdresser being opened) does not accurately reflect the parking needs of Rhyll. 
Catering for staff, accommodation, patron parking and those who require parking to pick up alcohol 
and takeaway pizza, will monopolise current available parking to the detriment of current local 
businesses, and the liveability of those of us whose homes are in the immediate location of the 
proposal. 

SMOKING AREA

The Venue Management Plan states that the brewery will be a smoke free zone. It says the smoking 
area will be ‘located so that it does not affect patrons in the venue or other nearby properties.’ I was 
unable to find the ‘smoking area’ on the plans and called the Planning Department of BCSC for 
clarification. I was told there was none on the plan and it must be an ‘oversight’. Where do the 
smokers go? I am guessing they will smoke out the front of resident’s homes, other business’ 
frontages or the foreshore.  Once again, an unacceptable solution for local business and residents in 
the immediate area.

IMPACT ON WILDLIFE and ENVIRONMENT

Rhyll has an abundance of native wildlife however I am concerned for the welfare of the black swans 
and echidnas in particular and the impact the proposed brewery will have on them.

Black Swans

During the warmer months, Rhyll is known for its bank of black swans. We have counted up to 80 
swans foraging for food and raising their young in the water opposite the proposed brewery site. At 
dusk, many of these swans come to shore and nest for the night. Any noise or persons walking on the 
footpath near the parking areas causes the swans to flee to the water where they wait until the 
perceived risk has left. Brewery patrons will park in this area after dusk and there will be people 
talking, cars and motor bikes starting and lights being turned on. I fear the swans will become too 
stressed due to the continual noise associated with the brewery patrons and they will leave with their 
young to find a safer haven. I have grave concerns for them and would hate to see them leave Rhyll 
permanently.

Echidnas

There are echidnas that live along the grassy stretch of Beach Road which come onto the grass and 
cross the road. The impact of increased parking needs, road traffic and the influx of trucks needed to 
service the brewery will increase the risk to these native creatures.

NO ENVIRONMENTALLY SUSUSTAINABLE REPORT PROVIDED 

Council have stated that no environmental study was required as the brewery will manufacture no 
more than 60,000 litres of alcohol per year. Environmental issues are still a concern and no 
Environmentally Sustainable Design Report has been submitted.  How will the odour from brewing be 
managed? How will airborne emissions effect nearby land and water? How will large spills or leaks 
be managed? How many solar panels are planned? Are there going to be batteries for the solar and 
where will they be housed? Will glare impact those on the beach and those on the water? How are the 
waste areas going to be vermin proofed? How will the butts from cigarette smokers be collected from 
the streets and foreshore as the brewery is a ‘no smoke zone’ with no area on site for smokers to go? 

Phillip Island is on permanent water restrictions, however the water tanks on the plan will go nowhere 
near covering the water required to run a restaurant kitchen, clean, flush toilets, handwashing, 
washing bins, etc. How will water be managed efficiently? Water is not only required for the 
commercial aspect of the business, but also for the industrial component. Producing alcohol requires 



vast amounts of water. Will storm water impact our foreshore environment? Power outages in Rhyll 
are not uncommon; are local residents going to have to put up with the noise from generators used to 
keep the brewing process going and for the sales/restaurant to remain open? Will generators be 
working through the night when the power is out?

HOURS OF OPERATION

The hours the brewery would be open and serving alcohol until are unclear, according to the Traffic 
Engineering Assessment, the Prossor Town Planning document and the Rhyll Brewery & Distillery 
Venue Management Plan (RB&DVMP).

 Traffic Engineering Assessment states the hours of operation will be
Monday to Saturday: 7am to 11pm, Sunday 7am until 10pm, staff arrive and vacate 1 hour 
prior and post, brewer on site 5 days/week 7am -4pm, liquor consumption 10am – closing.

 The Prosser document states that liquor can be sold and consumed Monday to Sunday 
10.00am-12.00pm, with the sale of liquor for sale off the premises not permitted after 
10.00pm on any given day. The document indicates that the proposed public opening hours 
are Monday to Saturday from 7.00am to 11.00pm and Sunday from 7.00am until 10.00pm 
(unless the day falls on a public holiday Monday; the premises will close at 11pm)

 The RB&DVMP state that the trading hours will be Monday to Sunday from 7.00am to 
11.00pm with alcohol being served from 11.00am -11.00pm every day. Service of alcohol 
will cease 30 minutes prior to closing time. The premises will be closed Christmas Day.

I phoned the Planning Department of the Bass Coast Shire Council to clarify which opening hours are 
correct and the hours that alcohol would be served and sold off premises. I was told that the hours 
were unclear and that there are errors in the documents. No clarification could be given, I was advised 
to ‘Write your concern in an objection if you are writing one.’

The hours from 6.00am until midnight or 1.00am (including staff coming and going and on which 
hours of operation are correct) is not acceptable in a commercial/residential zone. Other breweries on 
the Island open later and close much earlier.  According to Google and business websites, examples of 
closing hours for some of the breweries are:

Phillip Island Brewing Co. - Closes at 8.00pm Tuesday and Wednesday and 9.00pm on Thursday 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday night; closed Mondays.

Rusty Water Brewery Restaurant & Bar - Closes at 8.00pm Tuesday, Wednesday and Sunday nights, 
open until 9.00pm Thursday, Friday and Saturday night. Closed Mondays.

Ocean Reach Brewery - Close at 8.30 Wednesday and Thursday nights, 9.00pm Friday and Saturday 
night, 4.00pm Sunday afternoon and closed Mondays and Tuesdays.

None of the above are situated next too, and within the immediate location of residential homes, yet 
the Rhyll Brewery is proposing long, inappropriate extended hours, seven days a week in an area next 
to homes. This is not acceptable in a commercial/residential zone

FIRE PROTECTION

I am concerned that nothing in the reports address the fire risk, (except for roof sprinkler systems) 
especially when the manufacturing and storage of spirits will be onsite and these are highly 
flammable. What size are the vats?  How would a fire be managed on site? What level of fire 
protection is required in line with Safety Regulations and the Dangerous Goods Act?  Given homes 
and businesses are in close proximity, surely a fire plan should be outlined in these documents for 
scrutiny? 



ACOUSTIC REPORT

As no acoustic report has been undertaken and published, it is hard for residents to accurately assess 
the noise levels which may be associated with this proposal and how it will affect their home life and 
the current serenity of the foreshore at night. Residents have not been informed on what hours the 
brewery will be manufacturing beers and spirits and the noise associated with this industry. What 
functions will be held at the brewery (will there be celebrations that require a small band or music 
until late?), where will live music be performed, the placement of speakers be, and what time will live 
music cease? The noise associated with the purchase of takeaway alcohol up until closing is also an 
issue. Water reflects sound, has this been taken into consideration? Why was that report not 
undertaken?

BUILDING

I believe the building does not represent the outlines of The Design Framework, which has a goal that 
new buildings in Rhyll will be built to an ‘appropriate scale’ and ‘Improve the appearance and 
function of Rhyll’s commercial area’. As previously outlined, the ‘function’ of Rhyll’s commercial 
area will decrease with 90 patrons needing parking, staff parking and truck access, however the 
building itself is 2.3 metres taller than the outline in the framework. The Prossor document sates the 
building will have an ‘overall maximum height of 9 meters,’ however the building plans indicate it 
will be taller. The building will tower over the abutting residential home. The height of building does 
not respect either the appearance of the foreshore of Rhyll, The Design Framework or the homes 
which surround it. The fact that although this is a Mixed Use Zone, this is still a residential precinct.

In Conclusion

We retired to Rhyll as it was a quiet, relaxed little town, a place to be still and enjoy. The Council’s 
Framework and descriptions on how Rhyll would be developed was a major factor and helped seal 
our purchase on the foreshore. 

When parking is congested, I have had people blocking my driveway while they ‘grab a coffee’ from 
the café. The brewery monopolising the parking spaces will only make this happen more regularly 
and could cause delays in case of an emergency or need to exit our home.

I have enjoyed many visits to breweries and am not against the business idea. I believe, however, that 
this proposal would better suit an industrial/commercial precinct rather than a 
commercial/residential zone. I have visited breweries in Melbourne that close at midnight and know 
the noise which accompanies this, especially when patrons have been drinking until midnight. This 
does reflect the atmosphere of current culture of the Rhyll foreshore or those who live in close 
proximity to the proposal.

I would also like to understand how a tourism grant for over a million dollars can be granted, albeit 
subject to a planning permit, has been obtained. How could this be granted when no Environmental 
Sustainability Report has been undertaken? I was also disappointed to see the Mayor of the Bass 
Coast Shire Council on site with the development owner and press, discussing what a great thing the 
brewery ‘will be’, before a permit was granted and local residents had been officially notified. It is 
hard to believe his vote will be unbiased when he votes on this proposal, as he expressed his view at 
the ‘turning of the sod’, going as far to suggest that electric buses would be used to transport visitors 
to the brewery to help with the parking congestion...he is obviously aware that parking will be an 
issue. It sounds like his mind was made up before the immediate residents of the location had a say 
and on these grounds, he should abstain from voting.




